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All Are Welcome at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
10:30 am Sunday October 25, 2026
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

St. Alban’s seeks to be an open and welcoming, Christ-centered community committed to
sharing Christ’s love, empowering all people to grow spiritually, deepening our relationship
with Christ, and living out our faith in our community and the world.







Please observe holy silence during the prelude and postlude. These musical selections are an
integral part of worship for many and offer a time for prayer, meditation, and reflection.
Please save greetings and fellowship conversations for the Parish Hall. Many thanks!

Prelude
Opening Hymn: Rise Up, Ye Saints of God Hymn 551

Priest: Welcome to St. Alban’s Episcopal Church. We're here in
Edmonds, WA, and wherever you are in the world, we’re honored that
you have welcomed us into your home this morning, as together we
worship the God of all creation incarnate in Jesus of Nazareth. Whether
you're with us for an hour or a lifetime, we hope and trust that you will
find this a refuge that nourishes the Holy Spirit within you.

As we begin, we acknowledge that we are blessed to be situated on
traditional and ancestral Snohomish, Coast Salish land. They cared for
this land for millennia before it was taken from them. We honor them,
and pray for the wisdom to care for it as well as they. We recognize that
we are living among them still, so we are seeking ways of building
relationships so that, working together, we can be better stewards of this
place and all its people.

Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria God Is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him Hymn 379

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope,
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy.
Holiness is lived out as God’s people exercise justice and love in their dealings
with one another. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.

A Reading from Leviticus chapter 19 beginning with the 1% verse

Lewviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
'The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them:
You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.

BYou shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to
the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your
neighbor. *You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people,
and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

"You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall
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reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. "*You shall not
take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 BCP 585

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

*Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

‘They are like trees planted by streams of water,

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

1t is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

*Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment

comes, *

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

The Second Reading

Paul uses intimate maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing
relationship he shares with the Thessalonia Christians. When he first came to
their city it was not to benefit himself, but to share the gospel with them, which
was his responsibility as an apostle of Christ.



A Reading from 1* Thessalonians chapter 2 beginning with the 1% verse

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was
not in vain, *but though we had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. *For our
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, *but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message
of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God
who tests our hearts. *As you know and as God is our witness, we never
came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; °nor did we seek
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, ‘though we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. *So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become
very dear to us.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: Sh’ma Yisrael Bulletin p. 7
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Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One,
Praised be his name whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever.
The Gospel

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law

of God in just two commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be

more than the son of David.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to

Matth

Ew.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.



Matthew 22:34-46
*"When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they
cathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to
test him. **“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest!”
’"He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” **This is the
oreatest and first commandment. “And a second is like it: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” “*On these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.”

“"Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them

this question: *“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.” *He said to them, “How is it
then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

*The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
1f David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” *No one was

able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask
him any more questions.

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Fr. Greg Peters

The Nicene Creed BCP 358

Deacon or Priest: Please stand as you are able as we reaffirm our faith by
saying the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucitied under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places.” Trusting in God’s abundance and welcome, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all creation.

Leader: Gracious God, you have made plenty good room for us in your
household. Inspire your church to be a place of welcome, generosity,
and love.

We ask you to bless:
Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah and the Anglican Church of the
Provence of Central Africa;
Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe and the Episcopal Church; and
Our Bishop Phil LaBelle and Huston Camp and Conference
Center in Gold Bar, the Refugee Resettlement Office, the Sacred
Waters Center and the Chaplains of the Harbor in Montesano.
We thank you for the resources you have entrusted to us, and we pray
for wisdom to use them in service of your mission.

Fill us with your grace, most generous God.

Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Leader: God of community, you bind us together in relationships of care
and compassion. Strengthen the
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bonds within this congregation. In particular, we ask you to bless
Maryellen Young, our Parish Life Ministries, the Episcoplayers, and
Kaye Castro, the Legacy Society and those who generously support
and lead this congregation. Guide us to extend hospitality to our
neighbors near and far.

Fill us with your grace, most generous God.
Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Leader: God of abundance, you invite us to respond with gratitude for
all your gifts. Bless this stewardship campaign, that our pledges of time,
talent, and treasure may be faithful signs of our trust in you.

Fill us with your grace, most generous God.
Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Leader: God of creation, you have made a world with plenty good room
for all living things. Teach us to care for the earth and to share its
resources with justice and joy.

Fill us with your grace, most generous God.
Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Leader: God of mercy, your dwelling place has room for all who suffer.
Be present with those who are sick, lonely, grieving, or in any kind of
need especially Gretchen, Kiren, Dee, Barbara Halterman, Robin,

Howard, Shirley Clark, Bob Chaffee, John Rowan, and those we now

name . . . . Surround them with your healing and your peace.
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Fill us with your grace, most generous God.
Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Leader: God of hope, you prepare a place for us in your eternal home.
We remember before you those who have died, confident that they now
rest in your embrace [especially N.].

Fill us with your grace, most generous God.
Open our eyes and ears, open our minds and hearts, open our arms in
love.

Celebrant: Loving God, you call us into your abundant life and promise
that there is plenty good room for all your children. Hear our prayers
and accept the offerings of our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
from Enriching Our Worship

Deacon or Priest: Let us confess our sins unto God and our neighbor.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
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through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Absolution

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Thanksgivings
Announcements

Stewardship Moment with Maryellen Young
Offertory Sentence

God said, “I did not intend my creatures to make themselves servants
and slaves to the world’s pleasures. They owe their first love to me.
Everything else they should love and possess, as I told you, not as if they

owned it, but as something lent them.”
Catherine of Siena (1347-1380), The Dialogue

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and
labor to the Lord.

13



Offertory Hymn: Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel Hymn 574

Doxology Hymn 380, vs 3

Eucharistic Prayer 2
from Enriching Our Worship
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: 'We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun,
moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your
ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a
mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so

this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings
through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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Setting: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)

Celebrant: Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To
deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that
she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He
yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call
to walk in love.

Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of
his life, and to be glorified by you. On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks
to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering
Christ crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to
you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour
out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and blood of
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary, Joseph, Alban and all your
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one

bread.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for
God’s holy people.

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion

For those who unable to attend worship in person

Beloved Jesus,

I believe that you are present in the

Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.

I love you above all things, and I

desire to receive you into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment receive

you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart.

I embrace you and unite myself entirely .to you.
Let me never be separated from you in this life
or in the life to come. Amen

National Cathedral Sunday Online Service 6.13.2021
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Communion Hymns:  King of Glory, King of Peace Hymn 382

Post Communion Prayer

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you
have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
Closing Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past Hymn 680

Dismissal

Postlude
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

21405 82nd Place West, Edmonds, WA 98026  Office (425) 778-0371
Sunday Worship 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Email: StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com
Fr. Greg Email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com
Website www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
the Rt. Rev. Philip LaBelle, Bishop Diocese of Olympia
the Rev. Greg Peters, Rector
Dan Mullene, Parish Care Minister

Serving in Today’s Worship

Celebrant & Preacher Fr. Greg Peters
Pianist Zelong Pan
10:30 Crucifer Colyn LaVergne
10:30am Lectors, Chalice & Arms Bearers Connie Forsberg
Mary Fowler
Altar Guild Pam Pomeroy
JL Krilevich
A/V Ministry Phil McClelland
Denise Robertson
Brad Goergen

—— MDE

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Teddi Balagot
in memory of Cory Stringer (her daughter Jenny's fiancé) on his birthday,
and in memory of Teddi’s grandson Sydney Allen on his 16" heavenly birthday.

Weekly Sunday Outreach Basket Offerings

Ist week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Quarterly Outreach Offering For Online donations: go to
4th week—International Relief Offering www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
5th Week—Indigenous Women’s Offering “Donate Now” or use QR code above.

Scripture Readings for November 1*
Rewvelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12



Announcements

Adult Bible Study Sundays at 9:30am: Join us for Adult Christian Education class (Bible
Study) led by Robin McClelland on Sundays at 9:30am in the Annex and also on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/836250632287pwd=bcgNjSKTjQaV8OTcwoeaNglbbx30Er.1

The Traveler & The Bishop: American Democracy & Christian Nationalism -
Recommendation from Fr. Greg: My Mother and Mother-in-law and I went to see Rick
Steves and Bishop Shelley Wee speak last night at PLU. Both presentations were amazing.
This coming Tuesday, they will be giving them again, live streamed, so that it is available
to a much broader audience. Really good things to think about in preparation for the

elections. The event is free, however you must register at:
https://us0bweb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 9azCtF[IRKuXul ArW Dy A#/registration

All Saints Day Sunday, November 1*: Sunday, November 1* is All Saints Day. If you
would like to bring photos or other mementos of loved ones to church, they can be placed
on the altar for blessing at both services.

St. Alban's Participates in the Mission to Seafarers through November 10™: Please go
shop as you are able and help fill-up the "ditty bags". See complete list in the Parish Hall,
along with a container to put your purchases in. Ditty Bag Stuffing Day - November 14
~ 10am - Noon at St, John the Baptist Episcopal Church: 3050 California Avenue SW,
Seattle, Washington.

Pie Fundraiser for West Edmonds Co-Op Preschool: WECP is having their annual
Willamette Valley pie sale! These pies are made with all fresh ingredients and baked for
the first time by you! This is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year. If you are

interested in ordering, let Jeannie know at jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com and she
will direct your email to the chair of WECP. Pies will be ready for pick up before
Thanksgiving on or around November 16™. Last day to order is Thursday, October 29™.

X Hospitality is at the heart of Plenty Good Room. We open our

K
B doors, our hearts, and our tables — trusting that in welcoming
& _4]Good Room
| others, we welcome Christ.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83625063228?pwd=bcgNjSKTjQaV8OTcwoeaNgIbbx30Er.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9azCtFJIRKuXuLArW_Dy_A#/registration
mailto:jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com
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