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AROUND THE PARISH 
January 7, 2022 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community, 

committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

 

 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am 

1/9      10:30am,  Live Streamed Service only 

1/9      Adult Bible Study, 9:15am, Annex & Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNbmk1

SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 4599 2628           Passcode: SeekFirst 

1/9     Templo Emanuel, 2:00-5:00pm 

NOTE: No Facebook account?  Watch the Sunday service       

            on YouTube or later as a video on Facebook  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

1/10     7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Parish Hall 

1/11     6:30pm, Vestry Meeting 

1/12     6:00pm, Evening Prayer 

1/13    1:30-3:00pm, Way of Love, Parish Hall 

           7:00-9:00pm, Templo Emanuel, Sanctuary 

1/14    7:00-8:30pm, Templo Emanuel, Annex 

1/16    7:00pm, Taizé, Online 

1/19    6:00pm, Evening Prayer; 6:30 “Soup Supper”; 

           7:00pm, “Getting to Know…” Program 

1/23    9:30am, One Service prior to Annual Meeting 

            Meeting information to follow 

 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 
Please continue donations and pledges by: 

Mail check to church  

 21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – have bank send check to St.Alban’s  

 Online go to  www.StAlbansEdmonds.org   

and click on “Donate Now.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Fr. Greg Peters 

First this reminder: 

     We have suspended in-person worship for the time 

being, because of this current resurgent wave of the 

Covid19 Pandemic.  We are live streaming the 10:30 

service from Church with only the few people 

necessary to conduct the service in attendance.   

     As you all know, the Omicron variant appears to be 

less virulent for those who are vaccinated but can still 

be quite debilitating and deadly for those who are not.  

It is much more contagious.  The greater threat to 

public health is that (in overwhelming hospitals, 

medical facilities, and personnel with surging Covid 

cases) routine, urgent, and emergency medical 

treatments may have to be postponed or denied.   

     So this is another case in which we are doing our 

part to promote the common good, the greater good.  

By returning to virtual worship, we are doing our part 

to minimize the spread of the virus and serve our 

neighbors.   

     This feels like a real setback, but to be honest, it is 

something we knew could happen, even anticipated, 

and had planned for.  The last influenza pandemic a 

century ago lasted at least three years and had several 

great waves.  Even with all the advancements in 

medicine, technology, transportation, and 

communication since then, it was predicable that we 

would be confronted with multiple variants and 

subsequent waves of infection.   

     We knew this intellectually, but in the gut it still 

feels like a setback.  Hopefully, this will be short-

lived. 

     Second, I’m writing this on Epiphany, so I’m 

thinking about how God is revealed in the world.   

Epiphany, as you know, is the feast in which we 

celebrate the revelation of God’s Messiah to the 

Gentiles.  The Magi, though of a different culture and 

religion, recognized Jesus as the Anointed One.  So 

we continue to look for our Redeemer and evidence of 

His presence -- the ongoing working out of salvation, 
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the liberation from the forces that separate us from 

each other and from God. 

     Epiphany is about Truth:  seeing the Truth, living 

the Truth, being the Truth. 

     How a person or a people lives their lives reveals 

who they really are, where their allegiances lie, what 

their ultimate values are.  It’s the walk not the talk.  

As wonderful as that can be when actions and words 

are in congruence, it is finally actions that reveal true 

natures.   

     Archbishop Desmond Tutu lived his faith, and his 

faith in Christ Jesus led him to see and value the 

divine image in all people.  He repeatedly risked his 

safety, reputation, and life by tending the sanctity of 

each and every one – by living out this faith. 

     Look around at St. Alban’s.  Look at what we 

share.  What do we do that reveals Christ’s presence 

in this place?  The hungry are fed.  The young are 

provided a place to be educated and grow.  The 

lonely are cherished.  Seekers and questioners are 

engaged.  The cold (of body and of spirit) are 

welcomed in and warmed (bodily and spiritually).  

All these things, and so many more, reveal who we 

are, who we follow, to whom we belong. 

     The Epiphany wasn’t a one-time event; it is an on-

going, living, evolving Revelation of the Kingdom of 

God.  As we sing in The First Nowell, the three wise 

ones followed the star seeking out a king and “to 

follow the star wherever it went.”   

     We, who live by faith, still seek our king.  

Following the star may lead us to places we would 

not otherwise go, not necessarily recognized as holy.  

Seeking our king may lead us into the lives of people 

we would not necessarily recognize as royalty, who 

to our eyes are not obviously sacred.  We may be 

called to do things we are not inclined to do or to 

refrain from doing other things that we really want to 

do.  We may find it confusing, even exasperating, 

when the way the star leads is not the way we had 

planned on going. 

     How we conduct ourselves, how we follow the 

star - wherever it leads - reveals who we are as 

individuals and as a people.  In the end, it is our lives 

that are epiphanies.   

 

 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

     Sunday, January 23, is the date for our Annual 

Parish Meeting.  There will be one service at 

9:30am, followed by the meeting which may be via 

Zoom due to current increasing Covid numbers.  

More information to follow. 

     Four new Vestry members need to be elected 

to replace those who are retiring – Carrie Cone, Carol 

Gordon, Susan Hanson and Eric Hanson who is 

filling a current vacancy.  Cyndi and Jake Jacobson 

have expressed a willingness to serve again as 

convention delegates this year.   

     REMINDER:  Ministry reports need to be 

submitted to Jeannie Wells by Sunday, January 9, 

to allow sufficient time for inclusion in the official 

2021 Annual Report. 

 

 

 
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift,        

 is from above…” James 1:17, NRSV 

PLEDGE REPORT FOR 2022 

     Thank you to everyone who submitted a pledge 

card for 2022.  Overall we received a $19,162 

increase in pledges over 2021 which is a 13% 

increase in revenue.  Every pledge we received is 

appreciated for the support it provides to our 

congregation.  We are pleased that almost half of 

pledges reflect some increase over the last year, as 

well as receiving four new pledges.  We do have 

some risk in the future because 31% of our revenue 

comes from five pledges and 35% of our revenue 

comes from parishioners over 80 years of age. 

      In addition to the pledges we receive, which helps 

with our budget planning, we also receive an 

additional 10% in donations from unpledged 

contributions or loose offerings throughout the year.  

We are grateful for all of the support we receive from 

all of our church family 

 

 

 

”MISSION:  JOY” REMINDER 

 January 10, 6:30pm PT 

     The online screening of the delightful “Mission:  

Joy” featuring Archbishop Desmond Tutu and His 

Holiness the Dalai Lama is currently at capacity. 

     The event organizers are working to add 

additional screening later in the year.  Stay tuned for 

more information.  
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OUTREACH FOR 1
ST

 QUARTER 2022 

     Our outreach donations for the first quarter of 

2022 will be for Domestic Violence Services. DVS is 

a non-profit organization providing free and 

confidential services – emergency shelter, legal 

advocacy, support groups and domestic violence 

education.  It is the only program in Snohomish 

County providing emergency shelter and 

comprehensive, confidential services to all victims of 

domestic abuse.  Many women escape an abusive 

home with their children and nothing else.  The 

shelter has clothing and personal items available at 

no charge for these women. 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 16, 7:00pm  – John Lehrack’s 

Taizé Program.  Listen and watch online to one of 

John’s wonderful presentations of music, readings, 

poetry and meditations planned to give us a spiritual 

and reflective hour of relaxation. 

Wednesday, January 19 – Beginning at 6:00pm 

with Evening Prayer, 6:30pm “Soup Supper,” and 

another “Getting to Know Your Neighbor in the 

Pew” program with Carol Sanderson as our guest.  

Program may be on Zoom, and we will relay that 

information to you as soon as possible. 

Send Your Input – Deadline is Sunday, January 9.  

The first quarter 2022 outreach recipient is Domestic 

Violence Services.  Nominations are needed for 2
nd

, 

3
rd

 and 4
th
 quarters of 2022 and 1

st
 quarter 2023.  

Your input is requested for future outreach.  A list 

will be compiled of the nominees, and parish 

members will have the opportunity to vote on their 

choices. 

 
 
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 
                              Deacon Jim Gilman 
     Thousands more refugees are resettling in the 

Puget Sound region.  St. Alban's continues to collect 

items for Afghan Refugees. These include household 

items for kitchen, linens, toiletries, and cleaning. 

Also, we are collecting lamps and furniture -- tables, 

chairs and bed frames. As before, we plan on 

transporting these collected items to the Refugee 

Resettlement Center in Auburn, at the end of January 

or early in February.  We can store items at the 

church until that time. If you need help 

transporting large items to the church, please 

contact Jim Gilman (425) 409-1374.   
 

 

“NOW THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS 

Thanks to Jeannie Wells for sharing the following. 

The feast of Epiphany today brings the Christmas 

season to an end. To mark the day, here’s a litany 

called “The Work of Christmas” composed by 

Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, 

educator, and civil rights leader. 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE NEW YEAR 

At the start of each day, help us to recognize you 
above all else. Enlighten the eyes of our heart that 
we might see you and notice how you're at work 
through our lives. Give us the wisdom to make the 
best choices, fill us with a desire to seek after you 
more than anything else in this world. Let your Spirit 
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and power breathe in us, through us, again, fresh 
and new. Thank you that you are greater than 
anything we may face in our day. Thank you that 
your presence goes with us and that your joy is 
never dependent on our circumstances, but it is our 
true and lasting strength, no matter what we're up 
against. We ask that your peace lead us, that it 
would guard our hearts and minds in you. We ask for 
your grace to cover our lives this day. We love you 
Lord...we need you.  In Jesus' Name, Amen."                  

                                            - Debbie McDaniel 
 

 

DAY-BY-DAY REFLECTIONS  

The following meditation was written by Cara 

Meredith for Forward Day by Day.  She is a freelance 

writer and the author of The Color of Life.   She lives 

with her family in the San Francisco Bay area. 

Psalm 92:4 – For you have made me glad by your 

acts, O Lord, and I shout for joy because of the works 

of your hand. 

Sometimes, when I am not in the healthiest space, I 

want to list and receive recognition for all my hard 

work.  Guess who washed all the dishes, by hand?  

Guess who sorted and washed and folded the laundry 

– in fact, guess who also put it all away?  The list 

goes on, as does my need for recognition when the 

work that I do feels unseen at best and unappreciated 

at worst. 

   While encouraging (and recognizing) one another 

certainly goes a long way, the tables are turned when 

I read the psalmist’s words:  “For you have made me 

glad by your acts, O Lord.”  Too often, I neglect to 

see God’s work in the world around me.  Nose to the 

grindstone, I don’t notice the miracle of new life 

sprouting in the middle of winter; I don’t marvel at a 

young child learning to read for the first time.  I 

forget that God is in the resurrection business, 

working to bring new life all over the world. 

     And when I begin to see it this way, “I shout for 

joy because of the works of your hands.”  Might our 

eyes be open to see. 

 

 

PRAYER OF COMMUNION IN SPIRIT 

The following is a prayer for us to use on those 

Sundays when we are unable to worship together in 

church or unable to attend to receive communion.  

The quoted prayer is from the Church of Wales. 

Prayer of Communion in Spirit 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the one 
true vine.  I believe that you are truly present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.  I seek you.  I 
worship and adore you.  Since I cannot receive you in 
the Eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you will 
come into my heart and soul, that I may be united to 
you, by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit.   
Let me receive you and be nourished by you.  Become 
for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels 
for my very human journey through time, a foretaste of 
the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my 
death.  I pray all this, trusting that you yourself are our 
Life, our Peace and our everlasting Joy.             Amen  

 

 

                                           From Dave Wilson 

A pastor goes to the dentist for a set of false teeth.  

The first Sunday after he gets his new teeth, he talks 

for only eight minutes.  The second Sunday, he talks 

for ten minutes.  The third Sunday, he talks for two 

hours and 48 minutes. 

     The congregation had to mob him to get him 

down from the pulpit, and they asked him what had 

happened. 

     The Pastor explains the first Sunday his gums hurt 

so bad he couldn’t talk for more than eight minutes.  

The second Sunday his gums hurt too much to talk 

for more than ten minutes.  But the third Sunday, he 

put his wife’s dentures in by mistake and he couldn’t 

shut up! 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

JANUARY 9 – 1
ST

 SUNDAY aft EPIPHANY,          

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.”  In our own Baptism, we have been 

“marked as Christ’s own forever.”  God is always 

with us, and we are his beloved children.  He longs 

for us to build a real, holy relationship with him.  Part 

of being a good steward is using the tools of prayer, 
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study, corporate worship and generous giving to 

move steadily and intentionally toward that holy 

relationship. 

 

JANUARY 16 – 2
nd

 SUNDAY  aft EPIPHANY: 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD” 

Psalm 36 details some of the gifts for which we need 

to be every grateful:  “How priceless is your love, O 

God!  Your people take refuge under the shadow of 

your wings.  They feast upon the abundance of your 

house; you give them drink from the river of your 

delights.  For with you is the well of life and in your 

light we see light.  Continue your loving kindness to 

those who know you, and your favor to those who are 

true of heart.  Lord, make us ever true of heart. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

JANUARY 9 – 1
ST

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Isiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Collect for 1
st
 Sunday after Epiphany 

Father in Heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the 

River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit:  Grant that all who 

are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant 

they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 

Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen 

 

JANUARY 16 – 2
ND

 SUNDAY AFTER 

EPIPHANY 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 36:5-10 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 1:1-11 

 

 

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS 
1st week—Food Bank 

2nd week—Discretionary Fund 

3rd week—Outreach – Domestic Violence Servoces 

4th week—Capital Improvements 

5
th

 Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD) 

 

 
 

An Epiphany Prayer 
Lord Jesus, may your light shine our way, 
As once it guided the steps of the magi; 

That we too may be led into your presence 
And worship you, the Child of Mary, 

The Word of the Father, the King of nations, 
The Savior of mankind; 

To whom be glory for ever. 
                                                      Frank Colquhoun 

 

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 

                Friday               10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible 

exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:  
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  

      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Wear a mask.   

     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call Greg 

Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506. 

 

GREG’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm, Home 

Wednesday Church Office – 10:00am – 2:00 pm 

(Available by appointment) 
Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 

Cell:  206-778-1506 

SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm 

(Available by appointment) 

 

YouTube LINK ON WEBSITE 

Because of confusion about how to access 

YouTube on our website, the appearance of 

the link has been changed. The link is still located in the 

middle of the front page of our website, just above the link 

for the Sunday service bulletin.  Below is how it now 

appears on our website.  You can either click on the link or 

copy and paste the link into your browser. 

Services are also available on our YouTube Channel—

Please Click Here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YO1qfoSZfrOP7o_7d7w 
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