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AROUND THE PARISH 
December 3, 2021 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community, 

committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am 

12/5      8:00 & 10:30am, In-person Services for those     

            fully vaccinated  

12/5     Adult Bible Study, 9:15am, Annex & Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNb

mk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 4599 2628           Passcode: SeekFirst 

12/5   Templo Emanuel, 2:00-5:00pm 

NOTE: No Facebook account?  Watch the Sunday service    

            on YouTube or later as a video on Facebook link. 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

12/6      Boy Scouts, 7:00pm, Parish Hall 

12/7      Altar Guild, PH & Sanctuary, 1:30pm    

             Vestry Meeting, 6:00pm 

             Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Annex 

12/8      Food Bank Distribution, 3:30-5:30pm 

             Evening Prayer, 6:00pm, Facebook 

12/9     Templo Emanuel, 7:00-9:00pm, Sanctuary 

12/10    Girl Scouts, PH, 4:30-5:30pm 

             Templo Emanuel, 7:00-8:30pm, Annex 

12/11    ECW Christmas Coffee, PH, 10:30am 

             Drive-by Food Bank, 10:0am-2:00pm 

12/15    Evening Prayer, 6:00pm 

             Christmas Celebration, 6:30pm            

 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 
Please continue donations and pledges.  Mail check to church  

 21405-82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

to St. Alban’s 

 Online go to  www.StAlbansEdmonds.org   

              and click on “Donate Now.” 

 

Note regarding Zoom Coffee Hour – With more of 

us attending in-person church, Zoom Coffee Hour has 

been suspended.  Hopefully, more and more of us will 

be able to enjoy the fellowship of Sunday Coffee Hour 

in person. 

                     

                              Fr. Greg Peters 

Prepare the way. 

     Advent has arrived and it’s so easy to fall into the 

trap that secular and commercial society has set – that 

there isn’t really an Advent, only Christmas.  While 

Advent always ends in Christmas, it is a season all its 

own, and a rich and deeply spiritual season at that. 

     For sure, like Lent, Advent is a preparatory season 

and so it understandably takes second place to 

Christmas, but do we want to have, is it even possible 

to have, Christmas without the preparations of Advent?  

Those presents don’t magically appear.   

     Those cookies, even the store or bakery bought 

ones, don’t bake themselves.  Just ask Maisy or any 

other professional baker; someone, an actual, real, live, 

laboring human being prepares those cookies or grows 

and harvests the wheat, sugar, and other ingredients; 

someone, a real, live, actual human being, packages, 

delivers, or displays those cookies.   

     Those trees don’t just magically go up, fully 

decorated, in our living rooms. 

     Every last thing of our celebrations of Jesus’ birth 

has to be prepared.   

     And Jesus, he didn’t just magically appear in the 

manger.  Nine months of preparation went into that 

blessed event.  And what, just what, did Mary’s and 

Joseph’s parents, family, community, religion, and 

society do to prepare them to be the Christbearers?  

You don’t just say “yes” to something as preposterous 

as Gabriel’s propositions without some kind of faith 

formation, something that empowers you to accept 

something of that magnitude, and to do it willingly! 

     What I’m getting at is that all this preparation is 

holy.  The preparations, like John the Baptist, point to 

someone else and are about something else, beyond 

themselves, but they are holy in and of themselves. 

     I actually enjoy all the baking, putting up garlands 

and lights, cooking, shopping for or making gifts.  

(Stocking stuffers!   Stocking stuffers are my favorite!   

     They’re little and rather insignificant, even 

frivolous , but so much fun; such little treats.)  But 

mailto:StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNbmk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNbmk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09
http://www.stalbansedmonds.org/


2 
21405 82

nd
 Pl W, Edmonds WA  98020    425-778-0371    StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com 

 

 

 

honestly, gathering all these things and doing all these 

things are chores.  Getting all this done has, more than 

once in the past, been met with feelings of overload, 

frustration, burden, worry. 

     This Advent, I’m going to try to live into each 

preparation with intentionality and maybe even 

prayerfully!  My Advent discipline is to worry less 

about the chore and concentrate on the person for 

whom I am doing it. 

     I’m going to try to bake each cookie while thinking 

about the individuals who will eat them.  Each one a 

living image, an icon, and embodiment of the Body 

that is Christ. 

     I’m going to put up the garland and lights and think 

about those passing by our house who will be cheered 

by the simple beauty.  And maybe, just maybe, I’ll 

realize that the passersby are not just humans.  Will the 

birds, or the raccoons out on the hunt, be cheered on 

their way?   

    And maybe, just maybe, I’ll understand how each 

component of these decorations contributes its part in 

the praise.  This glass and paint and copper wire (these 

bits of earth) and the electricity, too (this force of 

nature) join in the celebration of the Christ Child. 

     Those once-in-a-year dishes; I’m going to give 

thanks for all that goes into them, and maybe, just 

maybe, I’ll get a glimpse of how all those disparate 

ingredients (and all that nourished them:  the soil, the 

water, the air, the sunlight and dark of night all 

gathered into them) are joining in the celebration of 

Christ’s birth.  “Heaven and Earth are full of your 

glory!” 

     Already, Advent feels a little less burdensome, a 

little more joyous, a little more holy.  I know the times 

of stress will come; preparation is work, sometimes 

hard and demanding, but maybe, just maybe, this year 

I’ll discover that even the burden, stress, work, and 

demands are joining in the eternal and infinite praise of 

God who is with us. 

     Happy, Holy, Blessed Advent to you all. 

 

     Ah, another plan COVID disrupted!   Greg’s 
vacation to Germany has been put off until just after 
Easter.  Since he had already organized other 
priests for December 12 and 19, he will be taking 
those days off, but will still be working his normal 
weekday schedule. 
     The Rev. Mac Murray will preside and preach on 
Sunday, December 12, and Rev. Cristi Chapman will 
be our guest priest on Sunday, December 19.  

 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

December 15 (Wednesday) – 6:00pm   
     Evening Prayer;  6:30pm Christmas Party 
     with hors d’oeuvres and beverages   
     provided,  plus music and singing with    
     John Lehrack. 
December 24 (Friday), Christmas Eve  -  
      5:00pm Carols;  5:30pm Eucharist 

     Coffee Hour – enjoy fellowship, cookies,    
        hot chocolate,  mulled cider, tea.    

December 25 (Saturday), Christmas Day – 
    10:30am Eucharist 

December 26, 1st Sunday after Christmas – 
     8:00am Eucharist;  10:30am Eucharist 

December 29 (Wednesday) – 6:00pm “Blue  
     Christmas” 

January 9, Epiphany 1 – 8:00/10:30am   
      Eucharist 

 

 

DECEMBER 11 CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE 

     The Saturday, December 11, Food Drive will be 

our last one for 2021.  Lee Forsberg and his trusty 

volunteers will be here from 10:00am – 2:00pm to 

collect donations of non-perishable food items.   

     The statistics of the increasing number of families 

depending on food assistance are staggering!   The cost 

of food has risen dramatically in the past few months.  

Those who were on the edge are now dependent on 

food banks.   

     Let’s end this year with a whopping food donation 

drive.  Invite your family, friends and neighbors to help 

us do God’s work in our community.  The neighbors in 

our church area have been very generous also and have 

helped so much in getting food to families in need. 

     Necessities are necessities, but a few treats just for 

the holidays would be very much appreciated! 
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ECW GATHERING – 

DECEMBER 11 

     You won’t want to miss the 

chance to sip some coffee, eat 

some snacks and visit with 

your friends at St. Alban’s.   

Fellowship and fun will be enjoyed at ECW’s Holiday 

Coffee on Saturday, December 11, 10:30 – noon. 

     You are encouraged to bring and share your favorite 

Christmas ornament, card or a piece of holiday 

jewelry.  We’ll also have our usual gift exchange, so 

please bring a wrapped $10 present.   

     This event is at the same time as our holiday Drive-

by Food Drive, so please bring contributions for this 

occasion as well.   
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY “SOUP SUPPER” –  

DECEMBER 15 WITH JOHN LEHRACK 

     Join us for a third Wednesday Christmas Party on 

December 15.  Hearty appetizers and some beverages 

will be provided by St. Alban’s.   

     The event begins with Evening Prayer at 6:00pm  

with hors d’oeuvres and social time at 6:30pm.  The 

program at 7:00pm will feature our talented Music 

Director, John Lehrack, who will lead us in caroling.  

Please join us for this special time with John and a 

happy celebration of the season! 

 

 
PLEDGE CARDS  

We are grateful for all of the pledges that we have 

received.  There are just a few pledge cards still 

pending . There is still time to return yours if you 

haven’t already done so.  We will be working on our 

draft 2022 budget for the next Vestry meeting on 

December 7
th
.  

     You can either mail your pledge card or put it in the 

mail slot in Fr. Greg’s office . If you did not receive a  

pledge card, please call the Church Office,              

425-778-0371 and one will be sent to you. 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

     The generous contributions from our parish family 

enable Altar Guild to beautify our Sanctuary for 

Christmas.  Flower donation envelopes are available in 

the pews.  Your contribution can be dedicated as a 

memorial, in thanksgiving or in celebration of a special 

occasion. 

     Please have your donation and dedication to church 

by Sunday, December 12, for inclusion in our 

Christmas bulletins.  These can also be mailed or 

dropped off at church.  Please be sure to designate 

“Christmas flowers” with your cash or check and 

include your dedication.  Donations are welcome after 

December 12, but will not be in time for our Christmas 

bulletins. 

 

 
 

THREE-YEAR LECTIONARY   

      With the first Sunday of Advent, we start a new 

church year and change from Lectionary Cycle B to C. 

The Three-Year Lectionary was developed as a result 

of the Second Vatican Council, initially appearing in 

1969. Within a few years, a number of Protestant 

denominations in North America adopted this 

lectionary with a variety of revisions.   

What is the Revised Common Lectionary?  
     In 1983, the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), 

a North American ecumenical consultation on 

liturgical texts, published the Common Lectionary. 

This lectionary attempted to harmonize the varying 

editions of the Three-Year Lectionary that had sprung 

up. In 1992 the CCT published the Revised Common 

Lectionary (RCL).  

What is a three-year cycle?  
     These scripture readings are often the basis of the 

mailto:StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com


4 
21405 82

nd
 Pl W, Edmonds WA  98020    425-778-0371    StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com 

 

 

sermon for that Sunday. The most commonly used 

Lectionary is the Three-Year Series (A, B, C). Year A 

focuses on the Gospel of Matthew, Year B focuses on 

the Gospel of Mark and selections from the Gospel of 

John, and Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. 

Because we are now in Year C, we will be reading 

from the Gospel of Luke.  

 

 

 

 

Lord, 
     Let not our souls be by inns that have no room 
for thee or thine, but quiet homes of prayer and 
praise, where thou mayest find fit company, 
where the needful cares of life are wisely ordered 
and put away, and wide, sweet spaces kept for 
thee; where holy thoughts pass up and down and 
fervent longings watch and wait thy coming. 
                                           Julian of Norwich 

 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE PLATTER 

     Parishioner Maisy Hockstetler and daughter Joy are 

offering their 25-cookie platter for sale for $20 with 

delivery on Sunday, December 19.  Platter consists  of 

13 decorated Amish Sugar Cookies, 8 frosted and 

sprinkle cookies and 4 gingersnaps.  Platters can be 

pre-ordered beginning Sunday, December 3, until 

December 12. 

     Please email Maisy at maisy.menold@gmail.com or 

call her at 425-780-9970 to place your order.  

     Maisy has blessed us frequently with her baking and 

the Covid face masks which she has been making for 

two years.  She has donated her seasonal face masks at 

several functions, including a food drive. 

 

YMCA THANK YOU 

    Thank you so much for your congregation’s 

generous support of Pathways Emergency Shelter in 

Lynnwood.  As the days get colder and wetter, this 

support means even more. 

     Thank you for all the ways you serve our 

community. 

 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 

     Gathering a worldwide community, #AdventWord 

provides a daily meditation, visual image, and invites 

your personal reflections via social media to share your 

own Advent journey. 

     The #AdventWord images and meditations can be 

experienced through AdventWord.org or by signing up 

for daily emails at AdventWord.org.  Below are the 

words for the second week of Advent: 

     December 5:         Praise 

     December 6:         Everlasting 

     December 7:        Offering 

     December 8:        Messenger 

     December 9:        Splendor 

     December 10:      Repent 

     December 11:      Compassion 

 

 

                    
2022 OUTREACH SUGGESTIONS  

     Do you have suggestions for charities to receive our 

quarterly outreach donations starting with the 2nd 

quarter 2022?  Suggestions are due by January 9th. 

Once the list is created, we will provide opportunities 

for voting by members of the congregation, starting at 

the Annual Meeting on January 23.  Suggestions can  

be sent to a member of the Outreach Donation Ministry 

Team or to the church office by telephone or email.   

     As a reminder, organizations recognized this past 

year  (Washington Kids in Transition—2nd qtr 2021; 

Pathways for Women—3rd qtr 2021; Everett Gospel 

Mission—4th qtr 2021; Domestic Violence Svcs. 

(DVS)—1st qtr 2022) are not available for one year.    

     If you are interested in participating in this process, 
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contact a member of the Outreach Donation Ministry: 

Carrie Cone, Connie Forsberg, Mary Fowler or 

Maryellen Young. Your Vestry Liaison is Carol 

Gordon.  
 

 
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 

from above…” James 1:17, NRSV 

This year I give thanks for the following gifts: 

     Henry Strider Strauss 

     Being able to worship together as a church family. 

     For your peace and grace – love of family. 

    The use of technology that has enabled me to keep in 
touch with my church, family friends, organizations, culture, 
entertainment, doctors and world events when I secluded 

at home alone. 

 

FROM THE READER BOARD 

    Lee Forsberg 

                    
 

 

                                  From Dave Wilson 

My wife yelled from upstairs and asked, “Do you ever   

     get a shooting pain across your body, like  

     someone’s got a voodoo doll of you, and they are  

     stabbing it?” 

Sounding concerned, I replied, “No.” 

She responded,  “How about now?” 

 

If you see my kids locked outside today, mind your    

     own  business.  We are having a fire drill.   

     #Homeschool 

 

You can either have a nice day or you can help with  

     their math homework.  You can’t have both! 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

DECEMBER 5 – SECOND ADVENT 

Paul talks about ”producing a harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God.”  As disciples and stewards, how does 

our daily life, and our gratitude to God for all His gifts 

reflect for others “the glory and praise of God”?  How 

can we best work at being good “harvesters”? 

 

DECEMBER 12 – THIRD ADVENT 

Zephaniah describes God’s love and joy in us.  “He 

will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you 

in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”  

God yearns for us to respond to him in the same 

glorious and enthusiastic way he models for us.  Caring 

stewards use the holy habits of prayer, study, worship 

in community, and generous giving to respond to the 

Lord’s overwhelming, freely given gifts. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

 

DECEMBER 5 – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Baruch 5:1-9  

Canticle 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Collect for December 5 – Second Advent 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets 

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 

of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 
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DECEMBER 12 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Canticle 9 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS 
1st week—Food Bank 

2nd week—Discretionary Fund 

3rd week—Outreach – Everett Gospel Mission 

4th week—Capital Improvements 

5
th

 Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD) 

 

 

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 

                Friday               10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible 

exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:  
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  

      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Wear a mask.   

     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call Greg 

Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506. 

 

 

 

YouTube LINK ON WEBSITE 

Because of confusion about how to access 

YouTube on our website, the appearance of the 

link has been changed. The link is still located in the middle 

of the front page of our website, just above the link for the 

Sunday service bulletin.  Below is how it now appears on 

our website.  You can either click on the link or copy and 

paste the link into your browser 

Services are also available on our YouTube Channel—

Please Click Here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YO1qfoSZfrOP7o_7d7zLw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREG’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm, Home 

Wednesday Church Office – 10:00am – 2:00 pm 

(Available by appointment) 
Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 

Cell:  206-778-1506 

SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm 

(Available by appointment) 
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