AROUND THE PARISH
December 10, 2021
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
12/12

8:00 & 10:30am, In-person, Indoor Services
for those fully vaccinated.

Fr. Greg Peters

Guest Priest: Rev. Mac Murray

Your Vestry met last Tuesday, December 7, for
their monthly meeting. It was, as usual, filled with
good work and thoughtful deliberations and faithful
discernment. Here are five things the Vestry would
like you all to know from that meeting.
The first is the Christmas Party, December 15.
The festivities begin at 6:00pm with Evening Prayer,
which will be lived-streamed from the Sanctuary.
Then at 6:30pm, we’ll get to know John Lehrack, our
“neighbor at the piano bench,” enjoy some music, and
fete with heavy hors d'oeuvre and celebratory drinks.
This evening is made possible, in the main, through
the funds we generated by the Hymn Auction at
Welcome Back Sunday in September.
The second item is to report about the success of
our annual Pledge Drive. On behalf of the
Stewardship Team, Maryellen Young reported the
following:
1. 49 pledges (one more than last year),
2. 4 new pledges,
3. 22 increased pledges,
4. 22 pledges that are the same as last year,
5. 1 decreased pledge,
6. 3 pledges are anticipated but haven’t been
received yet, and
7. for a total of $162,030 (compared to last
year’s total of $148,028), a $12,562 increase!
The Vestry wishes to thank the whole congregation
for your generosity and your vision in supporting our
many ministries.
Third, Jim Gilman brought a proposal to Vestry
about supporting the work of the South Snohomish
County Emergency Cold Weather Shelter. Jim
attended a meeting with the Shelter Board after
soliciting participation from members of our own
Committee for Social Justice and Peace. Members of

12/12 Adult Bible Study, 9:15am, Annex & Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZN
bmk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09
Meeting ID: 865 4599 2628
Passcode: SeekFirst
12/12 Templo Emanuel, 2:00-5:00pm
NOTE: No Facebook account? Watch the Sunday
service on YouTube or later as a video on Facebook

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
12/11
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/19

ECW Christmas Coffee, PH, 10:30
Drive-by Food Bank, 10:00am-noon
Boy Scouts, 7:00pm, Parish Hall
Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Annex
Evening Prayer 6:00pm, Facebook
Christmas Party, 6:30 (see article)
Templo Emanuel, 7:00-9:00pm, Sanctuary
Templo Emanuel, 7:00-8:30pm, Annex
Taizé Service, 7:00pm, In Person

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:

Mail check to church
 21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.”
As noted in last week’s ATP, COVID has disrupted Fr. Greg’s
family trip to Germany. Greg will be taking the next two
Sundays off, but will be working his normal weekday
schedule. Our guest preacher on December 12 is Rev. Mac
Murray, and on December 19, we welcome Rev. Cristi
Chapman.
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our committee agreed to provide a dinner for the
Shelter one night a week when the Shelter is
operating. Jim’s proposal was that the Vestry allocate
funds to reimburse, if necessary, our members for the
costs of providing the meal. The Vestry
enthusiastically agreed to do so.
Fourth, in another request from Jim, the Vestry
allocated up to $250 to rent a van to deliver all the
household items for Afghan Refugees that we have
been collecting for the Refugee Resettlement Office’s
program. The Refugee Resettlement Office does not
have adequate storage space for the donations coming
from all over the Diocese, so individual congregations
have been storing them; but now the refugees have
been arriving in our Diocese and it is time to deliver
the donations. The Vestry commends the
congregation for your generosity and remembers the
biblical mandate to care for foreigners sojourning in
our midst.
Lastly, the Vestry reminds everyone that our
Annual Meeting has been scheduled for January 23,
2022. Reports from ministry groups are due to
Jeannie Wells by January 9, 2022. In preparation for
the meeting, the Nominations Committee is recruiting
people to serve on Vestry and as delegates and
alternates to Diocesan Convention.
Just a reminder that Greg will be away the next two
Sundays (December 12 and 19). Please welcome and
enjoy the Revs. Mac Murray and Cristi Chapman who
will preach and preside on those Sundays. Greg will
be keeping his regular weekday hours – Mondays at
home and Wednesdays in the office.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
December 15 (Wednesday) – 6:00pm Evening
Prayer; 6:30pm Christmas Party with hors
d ’oeuvres and beverages provided, plus
music and singing with John Lehrack.
December 24 (Friday), Christmas Eve 5:00pm Carols; 5:30pm Eucharist
Coffee Hour – enjoy fellowship, cookies,
hot chocolate, mulled cider, tea.
December 25 (Saturday), Christmas Day
–10:30am Eucharist
December 26, 1st Sunday after Christmas –
8:00am Eucharist; 10:30am Eucharist
December 29 (Wednesday) – 6:00pm “Blue
Christmas” Eucharist

CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE –
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
Let’s make this Saturday’s Food Drive the
Grand Finale of our efforts to help those in community who are in great need of food assistance.
Our 2021 totals so far are 6,810 pounds and
$3,388. Those numbers are incredible, but let’s
boost them way up and see how high we can go!
On Saturday, December 11, from 10:00am –
2:00pm, Lee Forsberg and his helpers will be out
front accepting donations from parishioners and
our neighbors as well. It’s a joyful time of helping
others and sharing in the partnership of giving.
We all know the drill – non-perishable foods,
such as canned chicken/tuna, spaghetti/sauce, mac
and cheese, canned veggies and fruits, canned or
dried beans, peanut butter, jams/jellies.
Including a few treat items will bring smiles to

“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is
from above…” James 1:17, NRSV
This year I give thanks for the following gifts:
Health, family, St. Alban’s, the freedoms we have,
our beautiful world. Countless blessings!
Moving to Washington to be near family. Very
good health—spiritually, mentally, physically. Being
Spirit-filled.
For the children at Children’s Country Home, for
the marriage of my granddaughter Lidia to Peter.
For all of my families: by blood or marriage, by
choice and especially my church family.
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children and adults – hot chocolate packs, popcorn,
Rice Krispy treats, candy canes.
St. Alban’s congregants are notoriously
generous and continually bless many who find
themselves in need. Thank you for your giving
hearts.

(Article contributed by Maryellen Young

Jay Sidebotham (Renewal Works) quoted this
author about practicing grace in a recent article. In
these times of divisiveness, these words are worth
pondering.
“If there is one practical idea that encapsulates
grace, it’s the belief that people are doing the best they
can with what they have. People who believe this are
more likely to cut others slack, give them the benefit
of the doubt and remember they don’t know what’s
going on in a person’s life or what traumas or wounds
have shaped them. In other words, they know how to
practice grace.
“When I first read Brene Brown’s claim that people
are usually doing the best they can, my immediate
reaction was, ‘No, Brene, they aren’t.’ In my judgey
little head, I ticked off all the people who I knew were
not trying hard enough. I had just learned how
dualism was clouding my vision and was straining to
wrap my brain around a new way of thinking, but I
felt enormous resistance to apply this idea to people
whom I didn’t like or who were angering me. It was
one thing to say that about a friend or a like-minded
person. It was an entirely different feat to offer this
grace to the people who were driving me to the brink
of madness.”

There is no better exercise for the heart than
bending down and lifting people up. You’ll just
never know how it can be a blessing to others as
God blesses your kind heart.
Alberto Casing, Facebook

ECW CHRISTMAS GATHERING
On Saturday, December 11, 10:30-noon, St.
Alban’s ECW ladies will gather for fellowship and
fun. We’ll share coffee and goodies and have a
gift exchange of $10 wrapped presents.
You are invited to bring a favorite piece of
Christmas jewelry, a favorite Christmas card or
ornament to share with the group. It’s always
enjoyable to hear the stories of why some things
are special to one of us.
We hope you will be able to join in the fun of this
special event.

-Kristen Powers Saving Grace: Speak your truth. Stay
centered. And learn to coexist with people who drive you nuts.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE PLATTER UPDATE
Last week’s ATP included an announcement about
the availability of Christmas cookie platters made by
Maisy and Joy Hochstetler. Life’s happenings are often
different than our plans, and Maisy has been called out
of town for a family emergency. It is unknown at this
time when she will return home.

DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS
Your generous contributions to St. Monica’s Altar
Guild will help us beautify our Sanctuary for
Christmas services. Flower envelopes are in the pews,
and your donation may be dedicated in memory, in
thanksgiving or for another special occasion. Please
mark you cash or check “Christmas Flowers,” include
your dedication and place the envelope in the
collection plate, mail to church or drop off. Dedicacations after December 12 will not be in time for
bulletins, but gladly accepted.

4th QUARTER OUTREACH DONATIONS
December is the final month of our 4th Quarter
Outreach, Everett Gospel Mission. The Mission
provides emergency shelter and comprehensive
recovery programs for men, women and children. This
is the time of year when those needing the Mission’s
assistance increases – shelter, food, spiritual support
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and addiction recovery -- necessities some are unable
to provide for themselves.
Donations can be made by cash or check; please
indicate Outreach on your donation.

I like being older, and I surprise myself by saying this.
One is supposed to shove aging into the closet and
lock the door.
I like this stage of my life, not so much because I
can sleep late if I wish or because I can play with my
grandchildren and then send them home to their
parents. It’s because of what my friends and I talk
about. Twenty years ago, we would have discussed
the fate of the university football team and whose
child got into which college.
Today we will talk about death, prayer, the mystery
of God. Such subjects would have seemed morbid or
too personal then. Now they seem immediate and
inviting and worthy of sharing. In the sharing, we
honor one another’s humanity and cherish the time we
have together. And, in the process, God’s precious
gift of friendship assumes a sweet intensity we might
not otherwise have known.

SEEN IN THE GAZEBO
Our church property is
frequently enjoyed by others
during the day when we are not using it. Tuesdays,
the Republic Garbage Truck drivers frequently take
breaks in their trucks on our property. On a recent
Tuesday, even though it was crisp outside, the sun was
shining, and three drivers were seen taking their lunch
break together in our gazebo. This gift from the Boy
Scouts provides respite to others.

CHASE LAKE GIFT
CARD DONATIONS
ADVENT REFLECTIONS
Gathering a worldwide community, #AdventWord
provides a daily meditation, visual image, and invites
your personal reflections via social media to share
your own Advent journey.
The #AdventWord images and meditations can be
experienced through AdventWord.org or by signing
up for daily emails at AdventWord.org. Below are the
words for the third week of Advent:

Your kind and generous
donations of Christmas gift
cards for families at Chase
Lake Cooperative Preschool totaled $850 in individual
cards. In addition $112.50 in cash was given which
will enable the school’s PTSA to purchase more gift
cards.
Your total contributions of $962.50 insure there
will be a brighter Christmas holiday for these children
and families. Thank you!
Generous hearts are happy hearts!

December 12: Expectation
December 13: Share
December 14: Exult
December 15: Stir
December 16: Gladness
December 17: Bountiful
December 18: Sing

FROM THE READER BOARD
Lee Forsberg

DAY-BY-DAY REFLECTIONS
The following reflection was written in 2006 by an
unknown author and is from Forward Movement’s
Forward Through the Years.
Psalm 37:26 – I have been young and now I am old.
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worship in community, and generous giving to
respond to the Lord’s overwhelming, freely given
gifts.
From Dave Wilson

DECEMBER 19 – FOUIRTH ADVENT
How blessed we are to hear again some of the phrases
from Mary’s song of praise: “He has mercy on those
who fear him…he has lifted up the lowly…he has
filled the hungry with good things…he has come to the
help of his servant.” The blessings outlined in the
Magnificat continue to be given to us in a multitude of
ways. As this holy season begins, let us be especially
grateful that God continues to be willing to uphold all
of us in our daily lives.

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex
standing in the foyer of the church staring up at a large
plaque. It was covered with names and small
American flags mounted on either side of it.
The six-year-old had been staring at the plaque for
some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside the
little boy and said quietly, “Good morning, Alex.”
“Good morning, Pastor,” he replied, still focused
on the plaque. “Pastor, what is this?”
The pastor replied, “Well, son, it’s a memorial to
all the young men and women who died in the
service.”
Soberly, they just stood together, staring at the
large plaque.
Finally, little Alex’s voice, barely audible and
trembling with fear asked, “Which service, the 8:00 or
the 10:30?”

SCRIPTURE READINGS
DECEMBER 12 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Canticle 9
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Collect for Third Sunday of Advent
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might
come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered
by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen

In this day, this season, miracles will grow
within, unfurl, bear fruit. And the heart that
makes time and space for Him to come will be a
glorious place. A place of sheer, radiant defiance
in the face of a world careening mad and stressed.
Because each day of Advent, we will actively
await. We will wait knowing that the remaking
of everything has already begun.
Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift

DECEMBER 19--FOURTH SUNDAY ADVENT
Micah 5:2-5a
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55)
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

GREG’S OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm, Home
Wednesday Church Office – 10:00am – 2:00 pm
(Available by appointment)
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
(Available by appointment)

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
DECEMBER 12 – THIRD ADVENT
Zephaniah describes God’s love and joy in us. “He
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you
in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”
God yearns for us to respond to him in the same
glorious and enthusiastic way he models for us.
Caring stewards use the holy habits of prayer, study,
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WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach – Everett Gospel Mission
4th week—Capital Improvements
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm

To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible
exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:


Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call Greg
Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506.

YouTube LINK ON WEBSITE
Because of confusion about how to access
YouTube on our website, the appearance of
the link has been changed. The link is still located in the
middle of the front page of our website, just above the link
for the Sunday service bulletin. Below is how it now
appears on our website. You can either click on the link or
copy and paste the link into your browser
Services are also available on our YouTube Channel—
Please Click Here:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YO1qfoSZfrOP7o_7d7zw
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