AROUND THE PARISH
June 18, 2021
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
6/20 10:30 am, In-person, indoor service for those
fully vaccinated.
Noon – outdoor service for all weather
Permitting
6/20 Templo Emanuel, 1:00-5:00pm
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a
video on the Facebook link

Fr. Greg Peters

We are starting to reemerge from the pandemic
and, although the physical world looks pretty much
like it did a year and a half ago, the psychic world
is different. Just to be clear, I am using the word
psyche in terms of its original Greek meaning, the
part of each of us that is not the physical part;
psyche is often translated as “soul or spirit.” It can
also be translated “true self.”
Just as the pandemic has affected our physical
selves, it has changed our psychic selves. If nothing else, the pandemic made us all susceptible and
vulnerable and thus suddenly aware of aspects of
our lives that we had overlooked, ignored, and
denied for a very long time.
Here’s short list:
 We sit in traffic too much.
 We spend too much time away from homes
and families.
 We don’t see our neighbors.
 We are too much focused on ourselves (a
result of being too busy, we don’t have the
energy to see beyond ourselves).
 We miss how much we depend on others –
how getting and doing even basic things is
dependent on other people, our communities, and our fellow creatures.
 The corollary to this last is that we often
miss how our lives effect all the lives around
us.
As of yesterday, we have a new national holiday
– Juneteenth or Jubilee Day. This, I think, is
emblematic of post pandemic psychic change. This
holiday originated in Texas, where the last enslaved
African-Americans learned, 2½ years after the fact,
that they were free and where Juneteenth has been
an unofficial local holiday in many communities.
Now, after the tipping point of awareness about
racial injustice that the murder of George Floyd
brought us to, suddenly we have a new National
Holiday celebrating liberation.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
6/21, 28 Boy Scouts, 7:00pm, Parish Hall
6/23 Evening Prayer, 6:00pm, Facebook
6/24 Templo Emanuel, 7:00-9:00pm, Sanctuary
6/27 Templo Emanuel, 1:00-5:00pm
7/4 Taizé, 7:00pm, Facebook & YouTube
7/10 Lazy Hazy Days of Summer Food Drive
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:

 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.”
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee begins at 12:00pm. Click on Zoom link
above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join
A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter
meeting code and then password (noted above). Next
prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join”with audio.

PLEASE NOTE:
Fr. Greg will be taking a well-deserved vacation
from July 2 – 16.
There will not be an issue of Around the Parish
next Friday, June 25. We’ll be back on Friday,
July 2.
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Liberation is soul work, liberation is the essence
of our national true self.
Something I’m learning as we all reemerge from
the pandemic cocoons is how much joy I feel by
witnessing other people’s joy. Seeing so many of
you at worship these last few weeks has been really
moving; just watching your interactions after so
many months apart, seeing your joy in each other,
made me joyful. When Fernely and Irma Robles
pulled into the parking lot on their first Sunday
back leading worship with Templo Emanuel, I
thought I was going to burst with happiness. Then
a little while later, hearing the collective joy of their
congregation when they started singing, I was joyed
again. (Is joy a verb? Well, right then, I experienced it as one.)
This leads me to a recent development in our
communal life. Another church has asked about
meeting in our facilities. And we are trying to
figure out if we can make it work.
Last week, we were contacted by Rev. Tamrat
Kashike, pastor of Glory to Christ International
Church (GCIC), which ministers to protestant
immigrants from Ethiopia and Eritrea. Their congregation currently has about 30 parishioners.
They are looking for a place to worship, meet for
prayer and fellowship, and conduct pastoral care.
Pastor Tam came to the church office and happened
upon Maryellen, who showed him around the facilities, and got him in contact with me.
Last Sunday, Pastor Tam, his wife, Martha, and
son, Joseph, met with Susan Hanson, Phil
McClelland, Maisy Hochstettler, Jeannie Wells,
Jim Gilman, and me. We had a more thorough tour
of the facilities, discussed logistics, and got to
know each other.
I would say the general consensus of our little
group was that we liked them and thought we could
work with them. There are certainly many logistical issues to work through. Coordinating the programs of three worshipping communities, a preschool, and three scout troops is a pretty tall order
for a facility and organization the size of ours.
Thankfully, Jeannie Wells is really good at managing – or manhandling! – the calendar and all the
rooms and spaces of our facilities.
Initially, it looks like we can accommodate
GCIC on Sunday evenings (6:00- 9:00pm), a time
slot they are happy to take. If nothing else, this is a
good opportunity for us to take a close look at how
we can be better stewards of our facilities and
grounds.

Being good stewards of all that God has given
us to care for is an essential part of the psyche of
this congregation. That part of our true self is more
apparent than ever.
In honor of Fathers Day and Graduates, there will
be a Coffee Hour with Covid-safe refreshments this
Sunday, June 20, after our service. There will also
be graduation cards for parishioners to sign.

WHATCHA
READING?
Suggestions from Jeannie Burpee
This Tender Land by William Kent
Krueger, 2019
In this novel set during the Great Depression,
children run away from an Indian School where
they had been abused. Like Huck Finn, they take to
the Mississippi River in a canoe. Odie/Odysseus is
the narrator of their Odyssey.
The Overstory by Richard Powers, 2018
The theme of this novel is trees and their
importance in the lives of individuals and of
humanity. An eclectic group of individuals is
introduced, each with a relationship with a special
tree. They attempt to save trees in their own ways.
Beautiful prose.

CHASE LAKE BACKPACK SHOPPPING
Here’s a picture of Reilly Mannery and
Maryellen Young with last week’s shopping for
Chase Lake’s Backpack program. We spent about
$300 for staples like canned fruits and vegetables,
mac & cheese, tuna, Spam, rice, beans, pancake
mix and syrup. We have about $600 left to spend
so that the families receive more before the summer
break.
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Principal Sean Silver reports that they are now
serving 16 families regularly, plus a few more families on an emergency basis. Kay, who manages the
pantry, was excited to see us as she said the shelves
were almost bare.
Thank you so much for your support of this ministry. So far in 2021 we have spent over $1,700
supporting these families at Chase Lake.

online catalog and you can request that the book(s)
be mailed to you by emailing Sue Tait at
resource@ecww.org. You can either mail them
back or drop them off at the Diocese.

JUNETEENTH HEALING SERVICE
Saturday, June 19, 12:30pm
Join the Black/African-American Circle of
Color at Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle, for a
Juneteenth Healing Service on Saturday, June 19,
from 12:30-1:30pm. The Rev. Carla Robinson and
the Black/African-American Circle will lead in a
service of healing and blessing. Snacks will be
safely provided after the service.
Offertory donations support the Richard Younge
Curates of Color Fund which was established to
honor the ministry of the Rev. Richard Younge and
to support the ongoing formation of newly ordained
people of color in the Diocese of Olympia.

MAY FINANCIALS
Income for May was $19,738.19 compared to
the budget of $12,603, or $7,135 over budget.
Year-to-date we are $893 over budget. This is a 5week month which historically has higher income.
Thank you to everyone who caught up their pledges
as pledges are now close to budget.
Expenses for May were $10,936 compared to a
budget of $14,380 or ($3,444) under budget. Year
to date we are ($3,520) under budget.
Total Actual Income
Total Budget Income
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$69,184
$68,291
$ 893

Total Actual Expenses
Total Budget Expenses
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget

$68,491
$72,011
($3,520)

Actuals Minus Budget
Net Total Income minus Total Expenses

$4,413
$693

Sam Wells was asked to be one of the speakers at the
Scriber Lake High School graduation on June 17th.
Mom Jeannie reports that she was beaming with
pride.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S BOOK LIST
The Indigenous People’s book list prepared by
Rachel Taber-Hamilton, Rector of Trinity Everett,
with annotations by Sue Tait is now available on
the Diocese of Olympia’s Resource Center home
page. https://books.ecww.org/booklist/indigenousreading-list/
The Diocesan Resource Center is a lending
library serving congregations, programs and individuals in the Diocese of Olympia. If you would
like to borrow books or resources, Sue Tait, Librarian is happy to send them by mail. There is an

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
St. Alban’s will hold its next Drive By Food Bank on
Saturday, July 10, from 10:00am – 2:00pm. Those
Lazy Crazy Days of Summer are approaching, but
our neighbors’ needs for food are ever present, and
this is another opportunity for us to gather with our
neighbors to help others!
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DAY-BY-DAY REFLECTION

COME ON OUT TO CAMP HUSTON!

June’s Forward Day by Day contributor is Keith
Gogan, an English and wilderness backpacking
teacher at a Christian university in Tulsa. He and
his social work therapist wife attend Trinity Episcopal in Tulsa.
Psalm 78:38-39 – But he was so merciful that he
forgave their sins and did not destroy them; many
times he held back his anger and did not permit his
wrath to be roused. For he remembered that they
were but flesh, a breath that goes forth and does
not return.
The Israelites just don’t seem to get it: God will
provide if the people stop grumbling and start being
spiritually earnest. They have what they need, even
in the face of their challenging situation, but they
complain bitterly. God grows angry with their
insolence. And then, God relents.
A word scan of this passage reveals three pasttense verbs to describe God’s compassion: “forgave,” “held,” and “remembered.” These three
verbs present a fine pattern to follow when we are
tempted to foster bad feelings about another person
or group. We can forgive, whether or not our emotions tell us we can. We can hold ourselves from
harming others, with words or actions. We can
remember that people are indeed vulnerable and
mortal.
God shows compassion, seeing them for what
they are: creatures in need of a little understanding.
Since God does that, maybe we should too.

Spend time outdoors this summer in a Christian
community with trained staff, fun activities, and
AWESOME food.

Camp Huston has served the Diocese of
Olympia since 1928, with Executive Director Bill
Tubbs at the helm since 1988. Together with Katie
Sue Eichner (Program Director), Abigail Miller
(Registrar), Teri McFarlane (Food Service Director), the team of resident summer camp staff, and
Bodhi the camp dog, Camp Huston is ready to welcome your child for a week of fun and leadership
development this summer. See the full summer
schedule at huston.org. Scholarships are available
by request.
Rules for acceptance and participation are the
same for everyone regardless of race, color, religion
(creed), sex, gender expression (identity), national
origin (ancestry), or sexual orientation.
Camp Huston follows over 150 standards set by
the American Camp Association to insure a safe
and quality experience for campers.
FROM THE GARDENS
Our rhododendrons were especially beautiful this
year.

From Dave Wilson
JEANNIE OFF JUNE 29-JULY 14

More from actual police car videos

Our wonderful Parish Administrator, Jeannie Wells,
will be out of the office from Tuesday, June 29, through
Wednesday, July 14th. Please call or email the Office
with questions or issues. Emails and voicemails will be
regularly checked. Thank you to Judy Kistner who is in
the office Monday & Friday 10:30 -12:30pm and the
ATP distribution crew who is there Fridays from 10:3012:00pm.

Warning! You want a warning? OK, I’m warning
you not to do that again or I’ll give you another
ticket.
The answer to this last question will determine
whether you are drunk or not. Was Mickey Mouse
a cat or dog?
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Yeah, we have a quota. Two more tickets and my
wife gets a toaster oven.

FROM THE READER BOARD
Lee Forsberg

No sir, we don’t have quotas any more. We used
to, but now we’re allowed to write as many tickets
as we can.
I’m glad to hear that the Chief (of Police) is a personal friend of yours. It’s good to know someone
who can post your bail.
Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
JUNE 20 – 4 PENTECOST
When Jesus awakes and calms the sea, he says to
the Disciples, “Why are you afraid? Have you no
faith?” Good questions for the reluctant steward.
Why are we so afraid to return to God a generous
portion – but just a portion– of what He has so
lovingly given us – everything!

The author of this devotion is Jeremiah Sierra,
managing editor for Trinity Church Wall Street in
New York City. He also writes for various publications and volunteers regularly with social justice
and climate change organizations.

June 20 – Collect
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence
for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and
govern those whom you have set upon the sure
foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

I have spent the majority of my Sunday mornings inside dark churches where the only sunlight is
filtered through stained glass and beneath my feet
there is red carpet or tile. As much as I love Sunday mornings in church, some of the Sundays I
remember best are in a chapel with no walls at a
summer camp in Texas and a few campsites in
Colorado, where my father, a priest, set up a card
table and we stood on a carpet of pine needles.

JUNE 27 – 5 PENTECOST
The woman who in desperation believed if only she
could touch Jesus she would be healed was right.
Jesus saw her faith and freed her from her years of
(in those day) shameful illness. Those of us who
can no longer touch Jesus in the flesh have no less
claim to His promise to heal us (perhaps in a different way than we expected) – but we need to
believe, believe, believe and trust in His promises!

It’s a bit of a cliché – going out into nature to
find God. Nevertheless, out in creation is where
many people feel closest to the Creator. There is a
benefit from worshiping out where our experiences
of the natural world are not mediated through glass
and stone and artificial structures. Being in creation, outside of our manmade walls, is a way to
remind ourselves that we are part of this creation,
and that whether we’re worshiping or merely walking, God is there.

JULY 4 – 6 PENTECOST
Mark’s Gospel says Jesus ordered the disciples to
take nothing for their journey – no bread, no bag,
no money, no extra clothes, etc. What a venture of
trust in God and other people He was asking them

(For the Beauty of the Earth, Forward Publication)
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to begin! Our commitment to the faithful stewardship of all we have been given should seem a small
task in comparison.

READINGS
JUNE 20 – 4 PENTECOST
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
JUNE 27 – 5 PENTECOST
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach – Washington Kids in Transition
4th week—Capital Improvements
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)

JULY 4 – 6 PENTECOST
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services, people are available for quick business activities.
To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:


Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506.

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
Available by appointment

ST. ALBAN’S YouTube CHANNEL
There is an alternative option for viewing
our Worship services, and you now have
two options for your viewing: Facebook or YouTube.
In the center of our website front page, there is a link to
YouTube, pictured above. If you have problems with
Facebook, try YouTube.
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