AROUND THE PARISH
May 21, 2021
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
5/23 Day of Pentecost
10:30 am, In-person, indoor service for those
fully vaccinated. (see article)
Noon – outdoor service for all (see article)
Adult Bible Study, 9:15am; Romans led by Eric
Hanson.
Link through June

Fr. Greg Peters

The Ability to hold Two Opposing Things at
the Same Time

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0
NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

I will be honest with you, I am both completely excited and enthused about reopening
the church to in-person indoor worship this
Sunday as we celebrate Pentecost and I’m
totally trepidatious about reopening the church
for in-person indoor worship this Sunday as we
celebrate Pentecost.
Are we doing this too soon? Are we risking
people’s physical health? Regardless of trends,
infection rates, et al., we are still in the midst
of a pandemic.
Have we waited too long? Have we been
too cautious and put people’s mental and spiritual health in jeopardy? Have people simply
gone to other congregations that are already
reopened?
Author Annie Dillard once said that if people recognized the reality of what they are
doing when coming to church – intentionally
coming into the presence of Almighty God;
suing (praying) for justice, health, and peace;
making demands of God; seeking to emulate
the self-giving, radically sacrificial life of
Jesus; asking the Holy Spirit to amend their
lives; etc., they would wear a crash helmet. I
get what she means.
I mean really, it’s people’s lives and souls
and spirits that we’re talking about here. It’s
your life and soul and spirit that are at stake! I
am not taking any of this lightly.
And where’s the equality and justice in all
of this? Only the fully vaccinated will be
allowed into the building? Well, so much for
the Pentecost proclamation that the church –

NOTE: Sunday, May 23, Bible Study starts at
9:15am due to 10:30am in-person service for those
vaccinated.
Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through June
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGt
ZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057

NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a
video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
5/31 Office Closed
6/1 Becoming Beloved Community, 6:30pm,
Zoom link through June
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84587330526?pwd=amo2Y0
dIdlUxUmxUb2pGcUNuMGFpdz09
Meeting ID: 845 8733 0526
Passcode: BBC
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS

Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee begins at 12:00pm. Click on Zoom link
above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join
A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter
meeting code and then password (noted above). Next
prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join”with audio.
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the body of Christ – is open to and comprised
of ALL humans. Yes, it is I who am insisting
on full vaccination and feels the pain of excluding anyone who hasn’t been eligible long
enough to now be fully vaccinated. Like I’ve
said elsewhere, my own children cannot come
to this service – a big part of me will be missing from this celebration; a big part of our congregation will be missing.
Do I trust that we are doing the right thing
at the right time? Yes. Do I trust that God will
protect us? Yes. Do I feel the weight of
responsibility for your wellbeing? Yes. Do I
recognize that, even with taking every precaution, there are risks of spreading the virus?
Yes.
I’m reflecting on Moses leading the Hebrew
children through the Exodus wilderness. Are
we ready to enter the Promised Land? Has
God worked on us long enough to get the 400
years of slave thinking out of us? If we reopen
too soon, it’s more like Aaron’s caving to the
insecure demands of the freed slaves for a tangible “security” god, like the ones they had
been surrounded by in Egypt. And I recognize
my own longing for the secure feeling of
Average Sunday Attendance.
Is all of this being well considered and
thoughtful or simply conflicted and vacillating?
I’m afraid the answer is yes, both. Both
extremes, both poles; longing for us all to be
together again, and really concerned that in
doing so people are being put at risk.
And so there are no easy answers. Just like
the real life of faith; no easy or pat answers,
just walking in the faith, walking in hope,
walking in love. Even if the way is not totally
clear - especially when the way is not clear - it
is the way to God and with God.

Father Greg has sent a letter to all St. Alban’s
parishioners outlining the information and protocol
for our “Grand Reopening” on Sunday, May 23.
Noted below are the highlights of his message.
Fourteen months of being closed to in-person
indoor worship, we are able to reopen the church
for indoor services for those who are fully vaccinated. At this time, it is only possible to offer the
10:30am service.
Full vaccination is the key for worship indoors –
two doses of Moderna or Pfizer or one dose of the
Johnson & Johnson, plus two weeks’ incubation
period.
Weather permitting, we will offer an outdoor
service about noon, and this service is open to all.
We will continue to live stream the 10:30 services
on Facebook and YouTube for those who don’t
wish to or are unable to attend in-person worship.
10:30am Indoor Service – Arrive early:
 Sign at Attestation Form concerning your
health.
 Wash or sanitize your hands.
 Maintain safe distance (6 feet) between households.
 Be masked – covering nostrils and mouth (those
participating in service are allowed to remove
mask while speaking).
 Refrain from shaking hand, hugging, etc.
 Singing is limited to designated singers at the
front of the church.
When Receiving the Eucharistic Bread:
 Remain masked.
 Maintain safe distance.
 Sanitize hands (sanitizers available)
 Bread will be distributed on the main floor.
 Extend your arms with hand together, palms
up.
 Return to your seat before eating consecrated
bread.
After dismissal, please leave the building in an
orderly, distanced, steady manner. Once outside,
feel free to socialize. Coffee Hour is not available
at this time.

ST. ALBAN’S YouTube CHANNEL
There is an alternative option for viewing
our Worship services, and you now have
two options for your viewing: Facebook or YouTube.
In the center of our website front page, there is a link to
YouTube, pictured above. If you have problems with
Facebook, try YouTube.
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please fill out your availability in their volunteer
database, and they will send you an invitation to
join with these projects. They will be packing with
small groups and using social distancing awareness.
https://forms.gle/NWXjfrEecPVuk2J5A

ECW FELLOWSHIP GATHERING
On Saturday, May 15, St. Alban’s ECW held a
Zoom Fellowship get-together. Fourteen of us
tuned in and chimed in for heart-felt, glad-to-seeyou greetings.
Conversation revolved around families, current
activities and centered on good books we have been
reading and recommend. The topics ranged from a
good mystery, to history, to racial injustice. The
suggestion was made to share our recommendations
with ATP readers in a new column, “Whatcha
Reading?”
Thanks to Connie Forsberg for coordinating this
gathering. It was very nice to see familiar, smiling
faces!!

WHATCHA READING?
On Saturday, May 15, ECW met on Zoom to share
what we’ve been doing, including what we’ve been
reading. There were so many good book suggestions, we decided to share some of them.
This week, Jan Skidmore’s suggestions are by
local author, Kristin Hannah:
The Nightingale – experiences of a family in
France during WW2.
The Four Winds – experiences of a mid-west
family during the Dust Bowl period of the 1920s.
Don’t forget to send your suggestions to
maryelleny@comcast.net.

APRIL FINANCIALS

CHASE LAKE BACKPACK SHOPPING
Our Super Shoppers, Maryellen Young and
Reilly Mannery, were at it again! Purchases this
week were lots of beans, both canned and dried,
pasta, pasta sauce, some fruit and canned chicken—
all of this for $119. Chase Lake is so appreciative
of our support of the backpack program. Thanks
for all of your contributions.

Income for April was $12,304 compared to the
budget of $16,977, or ($4,973) under budget. Yearto-date we are ($6,345) under budget. Although
some pledges are a month or two behind, we anticipate this is just a temporary situation. Our Easter
Offering was $1,331 compared to a budget of
$1,100. Thank you for your generosity.
Expenses for April were $14,621 compared to a
budget of $14,589 or $32 over budget. Year to
date we are ($114) under budget.

Washington Kids in Transition has several volunteer opportunities available over the next few
months. They are packing art kits, stem kits and
backpacks. If you are interested in volunteering,

Total Actual Income
Total Budget Income
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$49,343
$55,688
($6,345)

Total Actual Expenses
Total Budget Expenses
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget

$57,517
$57,631
($114)

Actuals Minus Budget
Net Total Income minus Total Expenses

($6,232)
($8,175)
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the church was not of a mind to ordain women.
She studied nursing with the Roman Catholic Sisters of Charity in Alexandria, Egypt, and with the
Lutheran deaconesses at Kaiserswerth in Germany. Her attention was drawn to the shameful lack
of care for the wounded of the British army and her
valiant efforts to reform the situation brought her
both fame and infamy, for some considered her no
more than a camp follower.
She returned to England after the Crimean War
and founded the Nightingale School of Nursing at
St. Thomas’ Hospital, London, but her health had
been broken by months of overexertion in the war
and she was a near invalid. She wrote Notes on
Nursing which became a standard text for nurses
throughout the English-speaking world. Florence
Nightingale is a worthy patroness of faithful nurses
everywhere who, “watching late in pain” bear her
lamp of mercy to the suffering.

DR. RITA BENNETT, 1934-2021
Our Sister in Christ Rita Bennett died on May 8
at her home in Edmonds. Rita and her husband
Dennis founded Christian Renewal Association Inc.
to minister worldwide and across denominations in
Evangelization, Healing and Church Renewal. Rita
held Inner Healing Seminars at St Alban’s, where
she and Dennis attended church after his retirement
from St. Luke’s.
You can register for Rita’s ecumenical celebration of Life Service at Holy Rosary, Edmonds,
Friday, June 4, 10:30am, via the website
emotionallyfree.org or by email
at ritabennett.cra@frontier.com or by leaving a
message on 425-775-2965. Personal tributes and
donations in lieu of flowers can be sent to Rita’s
website at www.emotionallyfree.org, or contact
CRA at 425 (775-2965) or P.O. Box 576, Edmonds,
WA 98020.

Forward Movement, Calendar of Saints

GEORGE FLOYD MEMORIAL LITURGY
Tuesday, May 25, marks the one-year anniversary of the murder of George Floyd, which ignited
a worldwide racial reckoning. You are invited to
join Episcopalians in an online liturgy of prayerful
commemoration at 8:00pm EST.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will give a
reflection during the liturgy.
You are invited to participate virtually with
prayers and postings on social media in conjunction
with the service. Connect with the service with this
link Episcopal Church's Beloved Community Facebook page.

MORNING RESOLVE
I will try this day to live a simple, sincere, and
serene life, repelling promptly every thought of discontent, anxiety, discouragement, impurity, and
self-seeking; cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity, and the habit of holy silence; exercising
economy in expenditure, generosity in giving, carefulness in conversation, diligence in appointed service, fidelity to every trust, and a childlike faith in
God.
In particular I will try to be faithful in those habits
of prayer, work, study, physical exercise, eating
and sleep, which I believe the Holy Spirit has shown
me to be right.
And as I cannot in my own strength do this, nor
even with a hope of success attempt it, I look to
thee, O Lord God my Father, in Jesus my Savior,
and ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALE
Nurse & Social Reformer;
Lady of the Lamp

Forward Movement Day by Day Prayer

The suffering wounded soldiers of the Crimean
War named her “The Lady of the Lamp.” When
the fighting ended at sunset and the corpses of the
dead and the bodies of the wounded lay strewn
about, “Sister” Florence Nightingale, with her
lamp, would appear and help. To this day her name
is a symbol of courage and compassion.
She was born of British parents in Florence,
Italy. She was a devoted Christian and an Anglican. In fact, she sought holy orders at a time when

Edmonds United Methodist Church will be hosting
a Covid-19 Pfizer vaccination clinic on Wednesday,
June 2, 5:00-7:00pm. No identification is needed;
walk-ups are welcome. Those ages 12 and up are
eligible. Second dose guaranteed on Wednesday,
June 23. Address: 828 Caspers Street, Edmonds.
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I spend a lot of time being plugged into myself.
As long as I’m stewing and fretting, thinking that I
need to control my little world and the people in it,
as long a I try to do things on my own power, I’m
like the string of colored lights, plugged into itself.
It’s only when I turn things over to God’s care
that I can be a light in the world.

The Episcopal Church is holding a church
wide "Pentecost Way of Love Revival
Weekend" May 21-23
Washington National Cathedral’s Vigil of Hope
May 21; 5:00pm
Concerts for the Human Family &
Conversations Across Difference
May 22; 3:00pm
Revival Worship Service
May 23; 1:00pm
All are invited to a virtual Pentecost Way of
Love Revival Worship Service on Sunday, May 23,
at 1:00pm PST. The spirit-filled celebration will
draw on the gifts, testimonies, songs and voices of
Episcopalians in cathedrals and communities across
the church including St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, indigenous churches in Navajoland and South
Dakota, Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral, Washington National Cathedral, and Christ Church
Cathedral in St. Louis, Mo.
You can find out more here.

Contributed by

Dave Wilson
Time to Pray
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers
every night.
“Yes, sir,” the boy replied.
“And, do you always say them in the morning
too?” the pastor asked.
“No, sir,” the boy replied. “I ain’t scared in the
daytime!”
All Men/All Girls
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime
prayers, she would bless every family member,
every friend, and every animal (current and past).
For several weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, “And all girls.”
This soon became part of her nightly routine, to
this closing. My curiosity got the best of me, and I
asked her, “Kelli, why do you always add the part
about all girls?”
Her response, “Because everyone always
finishes their prayers by saying, “All Men!”

DAY BY DAY REFLECTIONS
An excerpt from “Forward Through the Years,”
author unknown, but written in April 1993.
Matthew 5:14 – You are the light of the world.
It was two weeks after Christmas, and my little
grandson and I were taking down my Christmas
tree. We had put the ornaments into their boxes,
and I was removing the strings of lights. One string
lay on the floor.
Thad picked it up and plugged one end into the
other. He looked at it in a puzzled way, and asked,
“Hot? Hot?”
No, The bulbs will not light up and get hot. The
beautiful colored lights will not shine and sparkle
unless the light string is plugged into the electric
power outlet.

Schedule
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1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach – Compass Health
4th week—Washington Kids in Transition
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
MAY 23 – DAY OF PENTECOST:
WHITSUNDAY
Psalm 104 says in part, “All of them look to you to
give them their food in due season. You give it to
them…you open your hand and they are filled with
good things.” How’s that for a faithful steward’s
reason to always and everywhere give thanks? God
gives us everything we have – how can we thank
Him adequately except by returning a faithful share
of all those gifts to Him and to others in His name?

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services, people are available for quick business activities.
To maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:

MAY 30 – PENTECOST 1, TRINITY SUNDAY
For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not
perish, but may have eternal life. If we believe in
Him, He will know that by the lives we live, and
the thanks we give for that (as the 1928 BCP says)
inestimable gift – and that’s what stewardship is all
about.



Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506.

READINGS
MAY 23 – DAY OF PENTECOST
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
MAY 30 – PENTECOST 1; TRINITY SUNDAY
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29 or Canticle 2 or Canticle 13
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE—discontinued for
now due to increase in Covid cases.
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
Available by appointment.

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
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