AROUND THE PARISH
April 2, 2021
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; Romans led by Eric
Hanson.
Link through April
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0
NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a
video on the Facebook link

Fr. Greg Peters
In my research for Holy Saturday – the service is
at noon – I came across this sermon by the great
Constantinopolitan Theologian John Chyrsostom.
His name means golden mouthed and his sermons
and theological discourses are beautiful to read. In
those days theologians were often also great poets,
as you’ll see when you read this sermon. It would
have been amazing to hear him.
A very interesting point in the sermon, towards
the end, discusses what happened when Jesus
descended to the dead in Hell. Death, its insatiable
maul opened wide to receive its next meal, was
surprised to find not”a dead body but discovered
God. It took earth but discovered Heaven.” And
Hell is no more!
You will also note that, with keen sensitivity
toward those who have endured the rigors of Lent,
the pastoral care this great doctor of the church
extends to the weary, the diligent and those who
could not be, even to those who would not be.
There’s something in this for us, too, who, beyond
the disciplines of Lent, are worn out from the pandemic and its restrictions, the isolation from family
and friends, the frustrations of finding a shot, and
on and on and on.
This pandemic has taught us that Lent can come
any time, but also that Easters of renewed life can
come when we least expect them to. It’s our second pandemic Good Friday as I write this but after
finding this sermon my heart and my soul are bending toward the light and warmth of new life. I feel
blessed to share it with you.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
See Holy Week & Easter Services/Times on Page 2
4/6 Becoming Beloved Community,
6:30pmhttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/84587330526?pwd=a
mo2Y0dIdlUxUmxUb2pGcUNuMGFpdz09
Meeting ID: 845 8733 0526
Passcode: BBC
4/4 Taizé, 7:00pm, YouTube
4/13 Vestry Meeting
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS

Please continue donations and pledges by:
• Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
• Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
• Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.”
ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee begins at 12:00pm. Click on Zoom link
above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join
A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter
meeting code and then password (noted above). Next
prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join”with audio.

Remember your Easter donation
to St. Alban’s

The Easter Sermon of John Chyrsostom
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Are there any who are devout lovers of God?
Let them enjoy this beautiful bright festival!

Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down!
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!

Are there any who are grateful servants?
Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of their
Lord!

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead;
for Christ having risen from the dead,
is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen
asleep.

Are there any weary with fasting?
Let them now receive their wages!

To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever.
Amen!

Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord!

John Chyrsostom, Patriach of Constantinople, circa 400
C.E.

First and last alike receive your reward;
rich and poor, rejoice together!
Sober and slothful, celebrate the day!
You that have kept the fast, and you that have not,
rejoice today for the Table is richly laden!
Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one.
Let no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup
of faith.
Enjoy all the riches of His goodness!

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES
Friday, April 2, 7:00pm - Good Friday,
Facebook or YouTube
Self-Guided Stations of the Cross,
12:00 -7:00pm, Labyrinth
Saturday, April 3, noon - Holy Saturday,
Facebook
Saturday, April 3, 8:00pm - Holy Vigil,
Facebook or YouTube

Let no one grieve at his poverty,
for the universal kingdom has been revealed.
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and
again;
for forgiveness has risen from the grave.
Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Savior
has set us free.
He has destroyed it by enduring it.
He destroyed Hell when He descended into it.
He put it into an uproar even as it tasted of His
flesh.

Sunday, April 4, 10:30am - Easter Eucharist,
Facebook or YouTube

Isaiah foretold this when he said,
"You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering
Him below."

“THE EASTER
STORY…..
BLOWS THE MIND”

Hell took a body, and discovered God.
It took earth, and encountered Heaven.
It took what it saw, and was overcome by what it
did not see.

The following excerpt is
from a Forward Movement
pubblication, “Dust Bunnies in the Basket, Finding
God in Lent and Easter,” (2015). It was written by Tim
Schenck, rector of the Episcopal Parish of St. John the
Evangelist in Hingham, MA. Tim has written other

O Death, where is thy sting?
O Hell, where is thy victory?
Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated!
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books and writes a monthly syndicated column for Gatehouse Media.

he earned degrees from Cambridge and Durham universities.)

The Easter story, as familiar as it is, still blows
the mind, like thinking about infinity or the endless
expanse of the universe. In its fullness, the concept
of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice and Resurrection
remains incomprehensible to our limited human
minds. But that’s the true miracle of Easter, isn’t
it? God loves us despite our human foibles and
weakness and distractedness and myopic views of
the world.
The stunning thing about Easter is that this parallel universe isn’t mere fantasy or science fiction,
and we’re not merely witnesses to this miracle of
Resurrection but participants in it. Jesus Christ is
risen for you and for me. He is risen for the women
at the tomb and for the disciples who fled. He is
risen to wipe away our individual and collective
brokenness. He is risen to offer hope and salvation
to a hurting world. He is risen because God’s love
for us is stronger even than death.
And so, may the joy of this Easter season open
up for you an ever-deepening relationship with the
God who banishes death and despair and offers us
life and hope. And may Christ’s victory over the
grave draw you into the parallel universe of Resurrection glory.

And where is Jesus, this strange Easter day?
Not lost in our locked churches, anymore
Then he was sealed in that dark sepulchre.
The locks are loosed; the stone is rolled away,
And he is up and risen, long before,
Alive, at large, and making his strong way
Into the world he gave his life to save,
No need to seek him in his empty grave.
He might have been a wafer in the hands
Of priests this day, or music from the lips
Of red-robed choristers, instead he slips
Away from church, shakes off our linen bands
To don his apron with a nurse: he grips
And lifts a stretcher, soothes with gentle hands
The frail flesh of the dying, gives them hope,
Breathes with the breathless, lends them strength to
cope.
On Thursday we applauded, for he came
And served us in a thousand names and faces
Mopping our sickroom floors and catching
traces
Of that corona which was death to him:
Good Friday happened in a thousand places
Where Jesus held the helpless, died with them
That they might share his Easter in their need,
Now they are risen with him, risen indeed.

EASTER POP OUT PROGRAM
Maisy Hochstetler, People’s Warden

TAIZÉ SERVICE ON EASTER
Our Music Director John Lehrack’s newest Taizé
service is on Easter Sunday, April 4, at 7:00pm on
Facebook. John prepares a new program for the
first and third Sunday of each month. Previous
programs are also available on St. Alban’s Facebook page.
You will find Taizé a very restful and relaxing
time of music, readings and meditation.

Th Easter POPs program was a great success!
We made 70 bags in all, and 60 of them were
reserved by parishioners. Six bags were made for
other shut-ins that are not connected with the parish
(yet) that our pastoral care team see when they
make visitations to our members.
The Easter POP-OUT Program of the Easter
Egg Kits was an amazing opportunity for outreach
and four families from the preschool participated.
There were ten kits used for outreach by our members and over 50 kits were made! The preschool is
excited to do more with St. Alban’s and was so
grateful for this opportunity.

(John has selected the following poem for Sunday’s
Taizé program. It was written by Malcolm Guite in 2020
and is still appropriate for this year. Malcolm is an
English poet, singer-songwriter, Anglican priest and
academic. Born in Nigeria to British expatriate parents,
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Many have credited me with the success and
drive behind the Easter POPs/POP OUT programs,
but there were 16 people who worked with me to
make the program happen. Thanks to Wendre
Vaughn, Connie and Lee Forsberg, Mary Fowler,
Sharon Joy, Susan Hanson (and friend Joan), Eric
Hanson, Deacon Jim Gilman, Father Greg, Jeannie
Wells, Jeannie Burpee, Maryellen Young, Judy
Kistner, Roger Andersen, Joshua and Joy
Hochstetler, Jan Skidmore and Shannon Duggan,
and Evie Arneson, who was with us in Spirit.
Thank you to everyone who donated funds and
candy for this program. We couldn’t have done it
without your generosity!
I met so many wonderful people along the way
and to chat with those I spoke with over the phone
who were so grateful for this program. I’m looking
forward to getting to know you all better as your
People’s Warden. I’m only a phone call, text or an
email away.

The Stations will be available from noon to
7:00pm.
Stations of the Cross –The fourteen stations represent the scriptural and traditional events of Jesus’
journey from condemnation before Pilate to his
death on the Cross.
The Labyrinth Walk - Medieval Christians
walked the labyrinth as an alternative to taking a
hazardous pilgrimage to Jerusalem to walk in the
"footsteps of Christ." Modern "pilgrims" walk the
labyrinth path as one of many tools to enhance
prayer, contemplation, meditation, and/or personal
growth.
St. Alban’s offers the Stations and the Labyrinth
together as an opportunity to experience the passion
of Christ on a personal level in an ancient, yet new
way. We have a booklet “The Way of the Cross”
with meditations and prayers for each station. It is
available at the entrance of the labyrinth.

FOOD BANK GRATITUDE
Dear Congregation and Staff of St. Alban’s,
Your wonderfully caring and generous contributions continue to help provide much-needed nourishment to the hungry among us. Such caring
support helps us to continue as a reliable resource
for these, our friends and neighbors. We send you
our abundant thanks for your faithful support, your
recurring gifts, and your tender concern for the
well-being of our neighbors and friends. You are a
blessing to our community.
Spring’s arrival has brought light and beauty.
May you find a special joy, a sweet delight, in each
and every day.
Your friends at Edmonds Food Bank

Thank You to Easter POP from Preschooler.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS /
THE LABYRINTH WALK
Maryellen Young

In this year of continued social distancing, we
are still offering the opportunity to experience the
Stations of the Cross in the labyrinth. For additional safeguards, we are asking that only one person at
a time use the labyrinth walk. Hopefully we will
have a warm, sunny day on Good Friday April 2nd .

What matters in this life is more than winning for
ourselves. What really matters is helping others
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win too. Even if it means slowing down and changing our course now and then.
Fred Rogers

34:5, “To bless the Lord at all times, and to look to
God to be radiant.” He asserted that only through
love can we be truly fulfilled and that if we actually
“quilted together our congregations in the image of
God, all will find acceptance in the fellowship.”

1st QUARTER OUTREACH RESULTS
We are contributing $730 in donations to Compass Health, our 1st quarter 2021 Outreach Donation recipient. Compass Health is a private, nonprofit, state licensed organization providing mental
health and chemical dependency services. For
more information go to:
http://www.compasshealth.org Thank you for your
generosity in supporting the ministry of this
worthwhile organization

“WE ARE AT OUR BEST
WHEN WE COME TOGETHER”
The following is from ERD’s Lenten Meditations
2021, the program used for this year’s Lenten
Reflections.
“It is in community that we can discover God most
profoundly, even when community is a headache,
which it often can be, but the truth is that we actually need each other. We are at our best when we
come together.” Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
Nicholas Black Elk, a Medicine Man, Christian
and Prophet, had a vision in which he saw a time of
transformation and a time of togetherness. In his
vision he saw hoops of each nation, Tribe and people, dancing together as one large hoop around the
healing tree – or tree of life. Black Elk’s vision
reminds us that we are called to live in right relationship to one another.
In times of great destruction and sorrow, we remember our prophets. We come back to our sacred
traditions. We are called back to that deep relationship we need to have with one another, reconginizing one another as relatives, as sacred and as
beloved.
Repentance, like love, is an action word. It is
not meant to be something we simply say. It is
meant to be something that we do, that we live, that
we embody. That lived, embodied action of being
a good relative, that journey toward right relationship, is recompense. Ask yourself, “What kind of
relative am I called to be?” Then live your life,
journeying toward being that kind of relative – and
not just to those we see as we go about our lives but
also to those relatives who live, talk, think, vote,
pray and love differently than we do.

BETTER TOGETHER CONFERENCE #2
(Last week’s ATP carried an article by Maisy
Hochstetler, People’s Warden, who attended this
conference. Here is her second article.)
At The Better Together Conference, held on
March 13, 2021, we heard from keynote speaker,
Jeff Chu, author of “Does Jesus Really Love Me?”
Jeff asked us to consider those marginalized by the
church with this powerful statement: “I see your
longing for belonging, but where can you just Be.”
Also, he stated that the church promotes equity, but
doesn’t do much for equity. “How long, Oh Lord,
must we wait?”
Jeff challenged us with the concept that faith
that is formed to comfort is not Christian, and faith
that fails to love others different from ourselves is
not Christian at all. He asked a poignant question,
“Do you want me or my skin? Or Do you just want
my fried rice recipe or the idea of me?”
The final declaration that “…only through love
can we be better together,” was tied in with Psalm
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(Article by The Rev. Isaiah “Shaneequa” Brokenleg who
is the Staff Officer for Racial Reconciliation on the Presiding Bishop’s Staff of the Episcopal Church.)

‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE EASTER

‘(John Lehrack contributed the following humorous East-

ST. ALBAN’S YouTube CHANNEL

er poem written by Kathryne M. Young.)

There is an alternative for viewing our Worship services: Facebook or YouTube. In the center of
our website page is a link to YouTube, pictured above.
If you have problems with Facebook, try YouTube.

’Twas the night before Easter, when all through the
‘hood
My neighbors were sated with panic-bought food.
Dry lentils were stored in the cupboards with care,
Purchased in haste, with some choice frozen fare.
Our puppies were nestled snug in their dog bed;
Oh God, no more walks, they both thought with
dread.
In her impromptu office at our kitchen table,
My spouse tracked infections fast as she was able.
In a sweatshirt and shorts and an old baseball cap,
I was just settling down for a nice evening nap.
When outside my window, I spied something funny—
A man on whose shoulder was perched a large bunny.
The man was so poised, so smart and non-grouchy,
I knew in a flash it was Anthony Fauci!
Out to the street in a flurry I flew—
From a colorful basket, that big rabbit threw,
Easter treats for all us poor shut-ins to claim.
Fauci whistled and shouted, called objects by name.

From Dave Wilson
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide
what to do about their squirrel infestation. After
much prayer and consideration, they concluded that
the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they
should not interfere with God’s divine will.
At the Baptist church, the squirrels had taken an
interest in the baptistry. The deacons met and
decided to put a water slide on the baptistry and let
the squirrels drown themselves. The squirrels liked
the slide and, unfortunately, knew instinctively how
to swim, so twice as many squirrels showed up the
following week.
The Lutheran church decided that they were not
in a position to harm any of God’s creatures. So,
they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them
free near the Baptist church. Two weeks later, the
squirrels were back when the Baptists took down
the water slide.
The Episcopalians tried a much more unique
path by setting out pans of whiskey around their
church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol
poisoning. They sadly learned how much damage a
band of drunk squirrels can do.
But the Catholic church came up with a more
creative strategy! They baptized all the squirrels
and made them members of the church. Now they
only see them at Christmas and Easter.
Not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue. They took the first squirrel and circumcised
him. They haven’t seen a squirrel since!

The man was so poised, so smart and non-grouchy,
I knew in a flash it was Anthony Fauci!
Out to the street in a flurry I flew —
From a colorful basket, that big rabbit threw,
Easter treats for all us poor shut-ins to claim.
Fauci whistled and shouted, called objects by name.
“Ground beef! And eggs! And for you, a tortilla!
I’ve got grains and seeds: barley, spelt, rye, and
chia!
Here’s three pounds of rice and a bag of wheat
flour!
I say, my good woman — when did you last
shower?
Here’s an N95 and some nice bleach-based spray.
Sir, please stand back — at least six feet away.
Tylenol, milk, and Purell by the box!
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Ground beef and chicken and wipes by Clorox!”
As he gave out his goodies, Dr. Fauci looked
pleased.
That is, he did ... until somebody sneezed.
Then his eyes — how they narrowed! His smile
was gone!
And he stopped throwing goodies — stood still on
the lawn.
“I get a whiff,” he said, “of resistance.
I thought that I told you, you must social distance!”
And then I was filled with a deep sense of dread,
While visions of Zoom meetings danced in my
head.
Then doctor and bunny continued apace,
And I felt myself tempted to touch my own face.
They walked away juggling TP, masks, and butter,
And as their forms faded, I could hear Fauci mutter,
“To the top of the porch! To the top of the lands!
And will everyone please, for God’s sake, wash
their hands?”
I hope this ends soon, for they all look a fright.
Happy Easter to all, and to all a good night.”

APRIL 2 – GOOD FRIDAY
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42
Collect for Good Friday
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold
this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands
of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen
APRIL 3 – HOLY SATURDAY
Job 14:1-4 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
1 Peter 4:1-8
Mathew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42
APRIL 3 – GREAT VIGIL
The proper liturgy for the Vigil is found in the
Book of Common Prayer on pages 288-291

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

APRIL 4 – EASTER DAY
Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Acts 10:34-43
Mark 16:1-8

APRIL 3 – THE EASTER VIGIL
The stories told at the Easter Vigil repeat time after
time, the many ways in which God has entered the
lives of His people in saving and grace-filled manifestations. And he has promised to live in us and
through us, too, as we allow Him to undergird our
daily lives of discipleship. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Collect for Easter Day
O God, who for our redemption gave your onlybegotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his
glorious resurrection delivered us from the power
of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that
we may evermore live with him in the joy of his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

APRIL 4 – FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION
What a wonderful reminder that the Lord we have
committed to follow as stewards, disciples, and
apprentices is alive and well.
APRIL 11 – EASTER 2
What a directive for stewards we have today.
“…grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s body may show forth in their
lives what they profess by their faith…” How is our
“profess-ing” going?

APRIL 11 – EASTER 2
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

READINGS
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•

Collect for Easter 2
Almighty and Everlasting God, who in the Paschal
mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the
fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their
lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
• Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506.

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE—discontinued for
now due to increase in Covid cases.
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
Available by appointment

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach – Compass Health
4th week—Capital Improvements
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services, people are available for quick business activities.
To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:
•
•
•

Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
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