AROUND THE PARISH
April 16, 2021
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am, Zoom - Romans led by
Eric Hanson. Link through April

Fr. Greg Peters

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0
NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Some thoughts about resuming in-person
worship -As of yesterday at 3:30 pm, I am fully vaccinated against Covid-19. That was two full weeks after
I received my second shot. I must tell you, I feel
very relieved, like some kind of progress has been
made toward a destination in the midst of this long
walk in the pandemic wilderness.
That milestone, coupled with Snohomish and
King Counties being in Stage 3 according to the
State’s Recovery Plan and our congregation getting
Diocesan approval of our Recovery Protocol, provides the opportunity to discuss how we are planning to resume in-person worship.
First a disclaimer or two. The first is, although
we seem to be progressing toward some semblance
of “normal,” a resurgence of the virus and its mutations could cause our community to regress. If that
happens, no matter how far along the road to normalcy we are, we will rescind in-person worship. I
say this to assure you that the health and safety of
our congregation is far more important than our
meeting in-person.
The second is this, even though we can begin
worshipping together, there will be many limitations and protective measures that will encumber
what we know of worship. Our style will be
cramped! We’ll still be requiring masks, keeping 6
feet distance, avoiding contact, practicing exceptional hygiene, limiting singing, and the like. Worship may, even by reserved Episcopalian standards,
feel constrained, unemotional, and restrained.
The fire of the Holy Spirit burning within us will
have the depth and comfort of a substantial bed of
embers rather than the intense light and unconfined
heat of a conflagration. We’ll approach worship
with a depth akin to Wesley’s “strangely warmed”
heart.
So anyway, with these disclaimers made, what
will we do?

NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a
video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
4/18 Taizé, 7:00pm, Facebook & YouTube
4/20 Becoming Beloved Community, 6:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84587330526?pwd=amo2Y0
dIdlUxUmxUb2pGcUNuMGFpdz09
Meeting ID: 845 8733 0526
Passcode: BBC
4/21 Evening Prayer 6:00pm, Facebook
Soup Supper, 6:30pm, Zoom link thru June
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86376914554?pwd=Zm02Y0
xkMmFjVGZRaVc0bFVBL1htdz09
Meeting ID: 863 7691 4554
Passcode: Soup

4/25 No St. Alban’s Service: Special Diocesan
Service. See article on last page of ATP
5/1

May Food Drive, 10:00 – 2:00pm

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:

 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.”

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee begins at 12:00pm. Click on Zoom link
above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join
A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter
meeting code and then password (noted above). Next
prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join”with audio.
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We will ease back into in-person worship by
including more worship leaders – readers, intercessors, lay preachers. We’ve actually already begun
this with the Easter Vigil when we had three readers. The only requirement at this point for inclusion in this cadre is full vaccination, so this is a
great opportunity for those who have not served as
a worship leader to give it a try. I’m actually going
to prioritize including people that I know do not
have access to our online worship.
Then, if things go well, we’ll begin allowing a
limited number of people back into the sanctuary.
According to the State Protocols, we can have up to
50% capacity indoors, providing that a 6 feet distance is maintained between households. Right at
the moment, I’m not sure exactly how many people
or households that is, but I will let you know after
we figure that out. Again, we’re going to proceed
slowly and purposely as we implement this process.
We will be able to share Holy Communion, but
only the bread. And the procedure for that will
require that everyone sanitize their hands before
receiving, remaining masked, maintain 6 feet distances, and waiting to consume the bread until after
returning to their seat. I’ll be sanitizing my hands
before administering the sacrament and anytime I
inadvertently touch another person in the process.
Who knew this could be so complicated?!
Unfortunately, at least for the time being, we
will still not be holding Coffee Hour. After the
service, we’ll be asked to leave in an orderly manner.
I do want to leave you on a positive and encouraging note. Even though we have limited capacity
in the sanctuary, there is much more freedom with
outdoor worship. So, beginning in May and borrowing an idea from St. Columba’s, Kent, when the
weather is fair, we will have a pop-up service on
the lawn after our telecast service. These pop-up
services will begin about noon. I’m not entirely
sure right now how we will get the word out about
these.
I know this is all so cumbersome and forced, but
I am enthusiastic about the prospects of seeing you
face to face. I know this has been a long period of
isolation. It has been made immensely easier to
bear by the loving work of the worship and communications teams. I am thankful for their faithfulness, dedication, generosity, creativity, and adaptability! I’m also thankful for all of you and your endurance and determination to keep each other safe

and healthy. I am so looking forward to being in
your company once again.
In writing this I can imagine what Paul felt like
when he was so far away from the people and
communities he loved so much, his longing to be
with them. So I will leave you with his image of
running with patience the race that is set before us.
His faithfulness and care bridged the immensities
of time and space. I feel that faithfulness and care
from you, so again, from Paul, let us “Rejoice in
the Lord always, and, again, I say rejoice.”
Prayer for Conservation of
Natural Resources
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things
on earth, you made us fellow workers in your
creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use
the resources of nature, that no one may suffer
from our abuse of them, and that generations yet
to come may continue to praise you for your
bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

We apologize for technical difficulties with the April
th
11 church service. There were updates to the
YouTube and Facebook software that caused problems
with being able to televise the service. Thanks to Fr.
Greg for providing his cell phone which enabled the service to go forward, although a bit delayed.

BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY
Join us for our next Becoming Beloved Community gathering on Tuesday, April 20, 6:30pm.
The ongoing discussion centers around making our
congregation and community whole, healthy and
life-giving; e.g., what God longs for it to be. We
are striving to discern what it will mean to live into
promoting God’s Peaceable Kingdom.
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Our discussions are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. Please join us and add your
voice, your insight and the wealth of gifts you have
been blessed with to the discussion. Zoom link
under Upcoming Activities.

Don't try to feel alive, and stay behind the
shade,
Don't feed your soul, but count yourself among
the dead.
Where kindness and honesty are dead and
spirituality is in ruins...
You can exist in this world of menace, if you
follow these means.
Evil is everywhere lurking in the dark to
possess your soul,
You must kill your senses to forget your human
role.

TAIZÉ PRESENTATION, APRIL 18
The next Taizé program is on Facebook and
YouTube on Sunday, April 18, at 7:00pm. Our
Music Director John Lehrack selects music, prayers
and poems, as well as beautiful photographs to
accompany the program. The lyrics to the chants
are included, and you can sing, relax or meditate.
John prepares new Taizé programs for the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of each month, and all previous
presentations are available for your viewing on
Facebook/YouTube.

Angel in me: No, that will be the biggest evil
and a barrier to my salvation,
I will rise, and fight the dark in me; that’s the
only way of my resurrection.

John’s selected poem for April 18:
MAY 1 FOOD DRIVE!!
Only two weeks before our May 1 Drive-by
Food Drive. Keep your eyes out for sales of nonperishables – mac and cheese, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti/noodles, veggies, fruits, tuna, Spam, pet food
and baby items.
We’ve had such great success with food drives
from our parishioners, as well as donations from
our neighborhood. The interaction our volunteers
have with our neighbors is astounding and makes
them want to return for the next food bank drop
day. Some of them so look forward to seeing our
volunteers that they ask for them by name!
You’ve read this and heard it many times, but
it’s a big fact of life today. Many job losses and
reduced work hours have sent many families seeking help from food banks. Let’s continue to “feed
my sheep.”
Lee Forsberg

Resurrection by Rehnuma Tarannum
Evil in me: Come here and fall in sleep, till you
get up in pain,
For having missed the joy of getting drenched
in the rain.
Cover your ears, and don't yield to that sound,
Which is calling your name from the children's
play-ground.
Close your eyes, in case it's still the daylight,
It will be a clearer view for you in the dark of
the night.
Shut down the windows; don't smell those
sweet roses red,
With your unworthy presence their charm will
fade.
Don't sing that love song, which soothes young
lover's heart,
For sure it will awaken the lusty monster
hidden in human earth.

PARISH DIRECTORY UPDATE

Jon and Jean Burpee
Email: jandjburpee@gmail.com
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promoting this opportunity. Below are the comments that were written in the journal:
 Grateful for this sacred space on a holy day.
 Sometimes the path was confusing, as it should
be.
 Nicely created.
 Thank you for the time to spend reflecting on
the kindness of Jesus!
 Thank you for this beautiful way to walk
through the true Easter Story with our kiddos!
And one later comment in the journal after Holy
Week:
 Thank you for helping me settle my spirit.

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS
IN THE PEWS
Jeannie Burpee, Faith Formation Liaison

Get ready to watch for rocks when we resume
Zoom Soup Suppers next week on Wednesday,
April 21, at 6:30pm, as Jon Burpee unveils his
life-long hobby of rock hounding.
“Getting to Know Our Neighbors in the
Pews” is the new theme for our Soup Supper programs. Fifteen to twenty minutes of our social
gathering time will be individual parishioners talking about their lives, including hobbies, family,
travel, profession, or other aspects which would
allow us to know them better.
The soup supper fellowship is the third Wednesday of the month and follows Evening Prayer at
6:00pm. They will be held on April 21, May 19
and June 16. The link through June is:

One of our parishioners is looking for someone
to cut her grass and needs help in her search. If you
have someone you could recommend, please call
the church office – 425-778-0371.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86376914554?pwd=Zm02Y0
xkMmFjVGZRaVc0bFVBL1htdz09
Meeting ID: 863 7691 4554
Passcode: Soup

DAY BY DAY & READINGS AVAILABLE
Copies of Forward Day by Day (May/June/July)
and Sunday’s lesson sheets (May 30-August 29) are
available in the “Brown Box” outside the Sacristy
door. Please feel free to pick them up. If you need
a copy of either mailed to you, please contact the
church office (425-778-0371).

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday, May 15, 10:30am
ECW Zoom Coffee Fellowship –
What’cha Reading?

DAY-BY-DAY REFLECTIONS
(The following meditation was written for Sunday,
April 18, by Scott Gunn, Executive Editor of Forward Movement.)
Luke 24:39 – Look at my hands and my feet; see
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.
It always cracks me up when Jesus reminds his
disciples that he isn’t a ghost. After all, Jesus reasons, ghosts don’t have flesh and bones as he does.

LABYRINTH ON GOOD FRIDAY
We had several people take advantage of our
offering of Stations of the Cross in the Labyrinth on
Good Friday. Thank you to Heather Small for putting together flowers to go into the center. We had
publicity in the Beacon and MyEdmondsNews
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Elsewhere, he uses the same logic when he eats fish
with them. Ghosts can’t eat.
Sometimes we might struggle with our belief in
the truth of the resurrected Jesus. It doesn’t fit into
our rational world view. The risen Christ wasn’t so
straightforward then, as sometimes he was flesh
and bone, while other times, he appeared inside
locked rooms.
We should take comfort that even the disciples
need a bit of convincing. Jesus takes on the challenge, and he loves them even as he shows them his
hands and his side. It’s the same for us. When we
doubt or struggle, Jesus is there. He is in the sacraments. He is in the church. Again and again,
perhaps in ways we don’t understand, Jesus shows
up and loves us.

GEORGE AUGUSTUS SELWYN, BISHOP
Missionary to New Zealand and Melanesia
The first Bishop to New Zealand was trained at
Eton and Cambridge and had credentials, talent,
and influence enough to have lived a most comfortable and successful life in England. Instead, he
chose to go halfway around the world and live for
nearly two decades under the most trying circumstances, forging the foundations of a new branch of
the church in a most troubled land.
It is exhausting even to read of his journeys
through the islands of Melanesia and New Zealand,
using the unsophisticated and sometimes hazardous
nineteenth century modes of transport in an often
hostile land.
Bishop Selwyn was a tireless evangelist, pastor,
teacher, organizer and administrator. Perhaps most
important of all he gained the respect, indeed the
love, of the native Maoris to whom he first brought
the light of the Gospel. During a decade of cruel
and tragic warfare between the English colonists
and the Maoris, he was able to bring the ministrations of Christ to both sides. Finally, he was able to
play a reconciling role in the establishment of
peace.
He was elected Bishop of Lichfield, England, in
1868 and held that office for the last ten years of his
life. He was a capable scholar and a man of many
interests, exercising influence in both the church
and state.

EARTH DAY – APRIL 22
What is Earth Day really all about?
Earth Day is the day designated for fostering
appreciation of the earth's environment and
awareness of the issues that threaten it. Actually,
Earth Day is one of two days, depending on when
you choose to observe it. Some people celebrate
Earth Day on the first day of Spring, which is the
vernal equinox that occurs on or around March
21st.
What is Earth Day, and what is it meant to
accomplish?
Earth Day is celebrated every April 22, but some
events take place on the weekends before or after
the 22nd. It was created in the United States
to increase public awareness of environmental
problems and is now celebrated around the world.
Earth Day is credited with starting the environmental movement in the United States.

Contributed by Dave Wilson

What is Earth Day, and why do we celebrate?
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated around
the world on April 22 to demonstrate support for
environmental protection . First celebrated in 1970,
it now includes events coordinated globally by the
Earth Day Network in more than 193 countries.

Don’t let them take your temperature on your forehead when you enter the supermarket because it
erases your memory. I went for macaroni and
cheese and came home with two cases of beer.
My mind is like my internet browser – 19 tabs are
open, 3 of them frozen, and I have no idea where
the music is coming from.
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I got myself a senior GPS. Not only does it tell me
how to get to my destination, it tells me why I
wanted to go.

from service to others, or are we willing to give of
our own lives in the name of the God who loves us,
and gave His all for us?

I don’t always go the extra mile, but when I do, it’s
because I’ve missed my exit.

April 25 -- Collect
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of
your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

It’s my wife’s birthday tomorrow. She has been
leaving jewelry catalogs all over the house, so I
bought her a magazine rack.
My doctor asked if anyone in my family suffered
from mental illness. I said, “No, we all seem to
enjoy it.”

ST. ALBAN’S YouTube CHANNEL
There is an alternative option for viewing
our Worship services. You can view on
either Facebook or YouTube. In the center of our website front page is a link to the YouTube symbol as pictured above. If you have problems with Facebook, try
YouTube.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
READINGS

APRIL 18 – EASTER 3
Psalm 4:6 says, “Many are saying, Oh, that we
might see better times! Lift up the light of your
countenance upon us, O Lord.” There is an old
saying, “If God seems far away, guess who’s
moved?” As faithful stewards, we need to learn to
stay close to God, and to worship and thank Him at
all times for all things. Who knows what ‘better
times’ that might bring – or how we might become
much more aware of ‘the light of His Countenance’
in our lives?

APRIL 18 – EASTER 3
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
APRIL 25 – EASTER 4
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

April 18 – Collect
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to
his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may behold Him in all his
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach – Washington Kids in Transition
4th week—Capital Improvements
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)

APRIL 25 – EASTER 4
Hired hand or shepherd? Jesus says the hired hand
runs away because he does not really care for the
sheep. The shepherd, on the other hand, will lay
down his own life for his flock. Do we run away
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ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

See “One Service for Turtle Island”
(April 25, 11:00am, with music prelude
beginning at 10:00am) on the back of this
page.

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services, people are available for quick business activities.
To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:


Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506.

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE—discontinued for
now due to increase in Covid cases.
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
Available by appointment
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APRIL 25: SPECIAL DIOCESAN-WIDE SERVICE, 11:00 AM
On Sunday, April 25th, there is a special diocesan-wide service that the Bishop's Office and the
Cathedral Staff are providing. We - our worship team - is taking the day off. The day starts at
10:00am with a musical prelude. There is also a Town Hall Discussion at 12:30pm.

One Service for Turtle Island
In the cosmology of North and South American peoples, Turtle Island is the geographic
region covering Canada, United States, Central America, and South America. Join
together online Sunday, April 25, at 11:00am to worship Jesus with Episcopalians
from all over the Diocese of Olympia led by our Circles of Color and focused on the languages, cultures, and experiences of the First Peoples of Turtle Island, with a specific
focus on communities from within Province 8. This online service is a chance for
diocesan-wide worship, learning, connection, and conversation, as well as an
opportunity to give our working clergy a Sunday off from preaching and presiding.
The One Service will include a Town Hall webinar after worship with Bishop Rickel and
members of Circles of Color to process the worship experience and go deeper into dialogue around issues of race and culture in our diocese, with special attention to the
experiences of Indo-Hispanic/Indigenous peoples and a specific focus on communities
from within Province 8. And join us beginning at 10:00am for a musical prelude featuring music from churches across the diocese! All are welcome, and congregations are
encouraged to “attend” together in whatever ways you can – viewing parties, online
watch parties, or whatever means are safe and responsible given the state of the pandemic at that time.
Follow the links below beginning on April 25 at 10:00am to join us for the service on
either our diocesan Facebook page or YouTube channel.
o

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalWesternWashington

o

YouTube Page: https://www.youtube.com/c/DioceseofOlympiaSeattle


There is also a call-in number for those with limited internet access (there is
no password required): 253.215.8782 (Webinar ID: 937 1115 1454)



The Town Hall will begin at 12:30 and can be accessed via the following
link: https://ecww.zoom.us/j/96567645674



Again, there is a call-in number for those with limited internet access (there
is no password required): 253.215.8782 (Webinar ID: 965 6764 5674)
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