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AROUND THE PARISH 
December 18, 2020 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30 am 

Adult Bible Study, 9:30am;  Proverbs  led by     

    Eric Hanson.  Link through January 2021  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758       Password:  SeekFirst 

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through January 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT

YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09 

Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634       Password:  657057 

12/20, Taizé, 7:00pm, available on website 

NOTE:  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you  can     

      watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a  

      video on the Facebook link 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Wednesdays--Evening Prayer at 6 pm: Facebook   

12-19-20  ECW Christmas Party on Zoom,10:30am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1R

ESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09 

Meeting ID: 846 7308 0459     Passcode: ECW 

12/21 Monday, Blue Christmas/Longest Night 

   Service, 7:00pm, Facebook 

1-6-21 Becoming Beloved Community via Zoom  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2

VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09 

Meeting ID: 859 9640 0391     Passcode: Alban 

1-31-21 Annual Meeting via Zoom 

 

 
 

    ATP is taking a brief break and will not pub-

lish an issue next week, particularly since Friday 

is Christmas Day.  ATP will return on Friday, 

January 1, 2021. 

    May you have a blessed Christmas and 

New Year. 
 

 
 

Fr. Greg Peters 

     Christmas is coming the goose is getting fat. 

Please put some more time in this old man’s hat! 

     Time, I need more time!  Oh boy, there’s a lot 

going on the next couple of weeks.  Here it is in a 

nutshell: 

     Sunday, December 20, the Fourth Sunday of 

Advent.  Gabriel visits Mary – and she consents to 

be the Christ-bearer.  We hear the Magnificat.  

God’s promise, made from the beginning, continues 

to come to fruition in its long march to forever. 

      Monday, December 21, the Longest Night/Blue 

Christmas Service.  This somber but hopeful ser-

vice recognizes the reality that, contrary to all the 

media blitz and our culture’s explicit expectations 

of happiness, mirth, and Norman Rockwell perfect 

family gatherings, for many this time of year is 

filled with sorrow, grief, and loneliness.  As some-

one said to me once, “I love Christmas and it is  

always a joyous time for me, but, still at some point, 

there’s always something a little off, someone 

missed, something that doesn’t meet all the expecta-

tions; there’s always a little bit of sadness.”  This 

service lifts those feelings up and doesn’t try to fix 

them, but rather acknowledges and hallows them.  

This year, with so much disruption and necessary 

isolation, this service seems especially relevant.   

Invite someone you know who might find it uplift-

ing to join in. 

     Wednesday, December 23, Evening Prayer for 

the Fourth Week of Advent.  Nothing special 

about this day or service, just the regular, habitual, 

ordinary practice of the Daily Office.  A welcome 

respite from the frenzy of the season. 

     Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve.  The 

evening begins with John Lehrack leading the Carol 

Sing.  This year’s candlelight service will be a little 

more reflective and hushed than normal as we await 

the coming of Christ into the world.   

     Friday, December 25, Christmas Day.  A much 

more boisterous celebration of the Incarnation.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1RESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1RESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
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     Sunday, December 27, the First Sunday of 

Christmas.  In normal years, we celebrate this Sun-

day with Christmas Lessons and Carols.  This year, 

we’ll have a simple, but nonetheless joyous, Eucha-

rist service as we worship the Word made flesh that 

dwelt among us. 

     Wednesday, December 30, Evening Prayer.  

Though it won’t be the official feast day, which is 

December 28, we’ll remember the Holy Innocents 

during this service.   

     Sunday, January 3, the Second Sunday of 

Christmas.  This Sunday, we’ll hear the story of the 

Wise Men and end the service with Matthew’s  

account of the Flight into Egypt.   

     Wednesday, January 6, Evening Prayer on the 

Epiphany.  After this service, we have our next 

meeting on Becoming the Beloved Community.  

The universal recognition of the Christ Child seems 

an appropriate precursor for our ongoing work  

toward realizing God’s great community. 

     Yep, it’s a full couple of weeks.  I hope you’ll 

participate as much as possible.  We may not be 

able to safely meet together but having our services 

all presented virtually means you can access them 

whenever it’s convenient; that’s a remarkable bless-

ing – it simply makes it possible to redefine what it 

means to meet and be together – time and space are 

expanded.   

     Somehow that expansive vision of time and 

space is what this season is all about anyway.  The 

God of all creation becomes a creature and submits 

to the limits of time and space and physicality.  

God’s openness to, and acceptance of, creatureliness 

incorporates creatures into God’s divinity.  Heaven 

and Earth are joined.  Infinity is found in the finite.  

Eternity includes temporality – past, present, and 

future. 

      That baby was holy; that humble barn stall, an 

eternal throne; that refugee family, bearer and nur-

turers of divinity; and those poor hard-working 

shepherds, prophetic witnesses.  This time and this 

place, too, that we now inhabit are swept up into  

infinity and eternity and divinity.   

     May you, in this most unusual and challenging 

year, find comfort, peace, and joy.  And may you, 

too, find yourself empowered to bear the grace, 

hope, mercy, and love of the Incarnate One to this 

dark, hungry, beaten, and hurting world. 

 

NOTE:   Fr. Greg will be on a week of vacation 
from Monday, December 28 through Friday, 
January 1, 2021. 

 
Sunday, December 20, Advent IV, 10:30am 

Monday, December 21, Blue Christmas /  
     Longest Night Service 7:00pm 
Wednesday, December 23, Evening Prayer, 
      6:00pm 
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
      Eucharist, 7:00pm 
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day Eucharist,  
     10:30am 
Sunday, December 27, the First Sunday of    
     Christmas, 10:30am 

 
ECW-- RING A BELL &  

SPREAD CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 

      Join our ECW Christmas gathering via Zoom on 

Saturday, December 19
th

 starting at 10:30 am.  

Bring a cup of coffee and a Christmas treat to eat 

and show a favorite holiday decoration.  Although 

the pandemic prevents us from gathering in person, 

we can still connect and share some Christmas   

spirit.  Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1R

ESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09 

Meeting ID: 846 7308 0459     Passcode: ECW 

 

 
 

YOU ARE A BLESSING!!!   THANKS TO ALL  

FOR FOOD BANK GENEROSITY 
            By Lee Forsberg 

     Saturday, December 12, was a very rewarding 

day for the Drive By Food Drive and St. Albans.  

Those who will receive the benefit of our food bank 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1RESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673080459?pwd=WHJtR1RESjBKbmRBSGR3cm9oYXNZQT09
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ministry will be truly grateful and appreciative of 

our efforts. 

     We knew there were a lot of food stuffs contrib-

uted, but were surprised and joyful to learn Monday 

morning that the donation weight was 1,081 

pounds!  With the donations from our other food 

drives this year, Phil McClelland has hauled over 

4,600 pounds to the Edmonds Food Bank.  St. 

 Alban’s and our neighbors can be justly proud of 

their generosity and concern for our community. 

     The monetary donation was $1,375 which       

includes the food drive and later donations. 

     It is as true delight to work with the people from 

our congregation who were outstanding in greeting 

and helping donors unload their groceries.  Our 

neighborhood is indeed fortunate to have such     

devoted people who are willing to improve the lives 

of those less fortunate than they.  Our workers were 

just plain superior on Saturday.  Many thanks to 

them and the Good Lord for a day that was so re-

warding in so many directions. 

    In his message of congratulations and praise for 

this ministry, Fr Greg noted:  

     “What did Isaiah say?  ‘On this mountain the 

Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food 

filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained 

clear.’  (Isaiah 25:6)  Who knew that St. Alban’s 

was built on a mountain top! 

     “Later in verse 8 Isaiah goes on, ‘Then the Lord 

God will wipe away the tears from all faces.’  

Thank you all for your part in wiping away the tears 

of hunger and humiliation.” 

NOTE:  And a huge Thank You to Lee Forsberg for 

his devotion, time and effort in organizing our food 

drives.  Stay tuned for another one, perhaps in  

February2021.  

 

 
  

TAIZÉ SERVICE – December 20, 7:00pm 

     St. Alban’s gifted music director, John Lehrack, 

has been preparing special Taize Services to        

enhance our at-home worship.  These services      

incorporate prayers, readings, music, beautiful   

photographs and periods of silence for your own 

prayers or meditation.  If you haven’t had a chance 

to watch the December 6 service, it is available on 

the church’s website..  All of John’s previous Taizé 

programs are available for your viewing. 

     John’s December 20 program includes the fol-

lowing written by Henry Kirk White, 1785-1806, a 

British poet. 

When marshal'd on the nightly plain, 

The glittering host bestud the sky; 

One star alone, of all the train, 

Can fix the sinner's wandering eye. 

 

Hark! hark! to God the chorus breaks, 

From every host, from every gem; 

But one alone the Saviour speaks, 

It is the Star of Bethlehem. 

 

Once on the raging seas I rode, 

The storm was loud,-the night was dark, 

The ocean yawn'd-and rudely blow'd 

The wind that toss'd my foundering bark. 

 

Deep horror then my vitals froze, 

Death-struck, I ceased the tide to stem; 

When suddenly a star arose, 

It was the Star of Bethlehem. 

 

It was my guide, my light, my all, 

It bade my dark forebodings cease; 

And through the storm and dangers' thrall 

It led me to the port of peace. 

 

Now safely moor'd-my peril's o'er, 

I'll sing, first in night's diadem, 

For ever, and for evermore, 

The Star!-The Star of Bethlehem! 

 

 

 
 

     A Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service is 

scheduled on Monday, December 21, 7:00pm, via 

Facebook.  While there is much emphasis on joy,  

peace, hope and love, for many people this is a time 

that lacks these feelings.  This has been a very diffi-

cult year for many of us, so this Blue Christmas 

Service may have far more meaning than ever. 

https://internetpoem.com/poems/plain/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/sky/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/star/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/alone/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/god/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/storm/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/night/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/dark/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/ocean/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/wind/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/deep/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/death/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/suddenly/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/guide/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/light/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/peace/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjG4-u3pLPmAhVSgp4KHQ6rDM0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.pngfly.com/png-khx7ld/&psig=AOvVaw2zniYTzKdNPi1O3UvSa-JW&ust=1576349035402227
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     This service does not disregard these feelings, 

but it reminds us that, in Jesus, God entered into this 

human and creaturely condition, experiencing it all.  

     Even the most optimistic and joy-filled of us can, 

in all honesty, have moments of sadness or grief at 

this time of year.  Many have experienced death, 

sickness, job loss, loneliness, social and political  

division and other troubles too many to mention.   

     Please join us for this special service and peace-

ful time of music and prayers.  Invite your family 

and friends to tune in to this service also. 

 

 
 

4
th

 Sunday of Advent – December 20 

The collect for the 4
th
 Sunday of Advent asks us to 

prepare a place, a mansion for Jesus.  Will you do 

that this week? 

     Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your 

daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his  

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for him-

self; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

 
 

FUN HATS = FUN EVENT!! 

     Last Sunday, December 13, was our first St.   

Alban’s “Fun Hats Happy Hour” event.  (Hopefully 

we will not have to use Zoom again for this event.) 

It was indeed fun, and all those present agreed it 

needs to be repeated next year in person in the Par-

ish Hall!   What a treat this event was in the midst 

of Covid isolation to visit, laugh and share with  

fellow parishioners! 

     There were funny, as well as interesting hats 

when the wearer shared the story of the hat’s origin 

or history with the other Zoomers.  John Burpee 

“took the cake” with his Wizard hat, complete with 

flashing lights.   

2021 VESTRY CLERK SEARCH 
  Dan Mullene, Senior Warden 

     Parish member Judy Fleenor has advised Vestry 

that she is no longer able to serve as Clerk of the 

Vestry, effective December 31.  Earlier this year, 

Judy had agreed to fill temporarily the clerk vacan-

cy when the previous clerk resigned.  

     We are now looking for someone to fill this posi-

tion and record minutes of each Vestry meeting.  

The clerk may or may not be a member of Vestry.  

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month 

at 6:30pm via Zoom, and an agenda planning meet-

ing usually held two Sundays prior to the Vestry 

meeting.  On occasion there may also be other meet-

ings at which the clerk is invited to attend. 

     If you are interested in serving as Vestry Clerk, 

or have questions about this position, please contact 

Senior Warden Dan Mullene, Junior Wardens  

Carrie Cone or Phil McClelland, or any other Vestry 

member.  

 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION 

This reflection excerpt is from Forward Movement’s 

“O Wisdom,” written by Lynn Domina, a poet living 

in Marquette, Michigan.  Lynn is a member of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church and is head of the English 

Department at Northern Michigan University. 

     An exuberant poinsettia sits in the middle of our 

coffee table, reminding me that Christmas is        

approaching.  Its brilliant red leaves evoke Christ-

mas so thoroughly that I often forget poinsettias are 

actually tropical plants.  They appear in my life 

when temperatures drop and snow begins to fall, 

when I’m wearing thick sweaters and drinking 

warm drinks. 

     I’ve tried once or twice to cultivate 

poinsettias after Christmas, so they could 

thrive again the next year.  But by the 

middle of February I invariably become 

distracted by the urgencies of the present 

moment rather than the beauty of what 

could be.  The once vibrant leaves droop, the soil 

dries up and the roots begin to shrivel. 

     This is one reason why I’m grateful for the dif-

ferent seasons in the liturgical year.  Advent  
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reminds me to tend my roots, to wait patiently and 

hopefully.  This preparation for the birth of Jesus 

prompts me to recall that even during our darkest 

and coldest days, new life is growing, preparing to 

reveal itself.  Our faith does not teach us that a shoot 

might come out of the stump; it teaches us, “a shoot 

shall come out of the stump.”  Every year during 

this season, we are called to honor that profound 

guarantee, hopeful in the knowledge that God 

always calls forth new life, that God has become an 

incarnational reality, that God will—this year and 

the next and the one after that—create new life 

within us and in the world. 

 

God of all life; 

We ask you 

To strengthen our roots, 

Cultivate our branches, 

And nourish our new growth. 

When we encounter hopelessness, 

Help us to be signs of hope,  

When we meet anxiety, 

Heralds of trust, 

When we witness despair, 

Beacons of joy. 

     Amen 

 

 
         

WILL I LIVE TO BE 85? 
  Shared by Dave Wilson 

I recently picked a new primary doctor.  After two  

   visits and exhaustive lab tests, he said I was doing     

   ‘FAIRLY WELL’ for my age. 

A little concerned about that comment, I couldn’t    

   resist asking him, 

Do you think I will live to be 85? 

He asked me, Do you smoke tobacco, or drink wine   

   or beer?  No, I replied, and I don’t do drugs either! 

Then he asked, Do you eat rib eye steaks, barbequed   

   ribs or sausage? 

I said, No, my former doctor said that all red meat is  

   very unhealthy! 

Do you spend a lot of time baking in the sun, like    

   golfing, boating, hiking or biking? 

No, I don’t, I said.  

He asked, Do you gamble, drive fast cars, ride a  

   Harley, or have lots of sex? 

No, I said.  He looked at me and said, Then why do    

you even care? 

 

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel 
NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP 
You now have two options for viewing our worship ser-
vices:  Facebook or YouTube.  On the front page of our 
website there is now a link to YouTube.  If you have 
problems with Facebook, try YouTube. 

 

The 2021 Church Calendar is 

available for sale for $3.00 each.  

This calendar includes the  

special days of celebration, as 

well as the readings. 
     Call or Email the church of-

fice and a calendar can be left 

for you in the brown box outside 

the sacristy door.  Please leave 

your $3.00 in the envelope in the 

brown box. 

 

 

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR 

Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm. 
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom link above.   

OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join A 

Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter 

meeting code and then password (noted above).  Next 

prompt is “Enter Meeting.”  Click on “Join with audio” 

so you can chime in.  Hope to see you there!    

 

 
 

WANTED!!  NEWS & ARTICLES FROM YOU  

     Around the Parish is a newsletter for you which 

focuses on St. Alban’s information, services and 

plans.  Ideally it would include information, quotes, 

reflections, etc., from parishioners.   

     The only request from ATP Crew is that articles 

be sent to both church and to Judy Kistner by 

Wednesday evening, or two days before Friday 

publication.  We’d love to hear from you.   

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

DECEMBER 20 – ADVENT IV 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 

spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.”   If we truly   
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believe these words, as Mary witnessed she did 

(through the best and the worst), how are our love 

of God and response to His commission to us  

reflected in our daily lives and interactions with 

others – not just at this “official” season of giving, 

but all year through? 

 

DECEMBER 27 – 1
ST

 SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS 

“…you have poured upon us the new light of your 

incarnate Word:  Grant that this light, enkindled in 

our hearts, may shine forth in our lives…”  What 

kind of light shines through you to reflect your love 

of God and your desire to spread that light in the 

service of others? 

 

JANUARY 3 – 2
nd

 SUNDAY AFTER  

CHRISTMAS 

“Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 

humbled himself to share our humanity…”  How is 

the divine life reflected in us as we go about our 

daily lives?  Do we strive to have others see the face 

and hands of Jesus in us?  Perhaps it’s not too late to 

make such a resolution for the coming year. 

 

 

LESSON READINGS 

DECEMBER 20 – ADVENT IV 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Canticle 3 or Canticle 15 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

DECEMBER 27 –1
st
  SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Psalm 147 

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

John 1:1-18 

 

JANUARY 3 – 2
ND

 SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm 84 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23  or  Luke 2:41-52 

 
 

 

 

ST. ABAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
 Tuesday           10:00 - 12:00pm 
 Wednesday        2:00 -   4:00pm 
 Friday           1 0:30  -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm 

     The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people 
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm.  Before and after services,  
people are available for quick business activities. 
     In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any  
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the   
following protocol:   

 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  
      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.  

 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves. 

 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to  meet 
 your party, to pick up or make a delivery. 

 Wear a mask.   
     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call 
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506 

 
 

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm 

Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 
Cell:  206-778-1506 

WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE—discontinued for now due to 
increase in Covid cases 

SUNDAYS 
after church coffee hour until 2:00pm 

Available by appointment. 

 

 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

 Please continue donations and pledges by: 

 Mail check to church  

   21405-82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

   to St. Alban’s 

 Online donation, go to    

   www.StAlbansEdmonds.org  and click on   

“Donate Now.” 

    

mailto:stalbansedmonds@gmail.com
mailto:gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
http://www.stalbansedmonds.org/
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WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS 

1st week—Food Bank 

2nd week—Discretionary Fund 

3rd week—Outreach 

4th week—Capital Campaign 

5
th

 Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD) 

 
 


