AROUND THE PARISH
October 16, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; I & II Timothy, Titus, led by
Eric Hanson. Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you
Can watch the Sunday service later as a video on
the Facebook link.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
10/18

7:00pm, Taizé Presentation, Facebook

10/21 Bishop Rickel Stewfest Visit, Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9649 9391
Passcode: Alban
10/23-24 Diocesan Convention
10/28
11/7

6:00pm, evening prayer and vigil before the
Election, Facebook
10:00-2:00pm, Drive By Food Drive

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”
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Fr. Greg Peters
Your Vestry met last Tuesday via Zoom for their
monthly meeting. Here are the things they wish to
report back to you:
First of all, the Vestry invites you to join them in
attending StewFest this coming Wednesday at
6:30. Our speaker this year is Bishop Rickel, and
we are very much looking forward to his presentation which will center on the relationship between
Stewardship and the Baptismal Covenant. Of
course, this year you can attend StewFest from the
comfort of your own home via Zoom at this link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dEN
wN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9640 0391
Passcode Alban
We’re looking forward to welcoming him to our
congregation and on seeing you there.
Second, the Vestry approved the renewed and
updated contract with West Edmonds Cooperative
Preschool. Although the school is meeting remotely, they are still very much part of our community
and we are excited about their on-going service to
the families in our area. This version of the contract
makes provisions for several stages of the preschool
returning to full operations onsite, and inperson. That may be a long process, but we are so
grateful to be able to host them.
Third, the Vestry wants to again thank and commend the Communications Team for their work at
improving our online broadcasts. Junior Warden,
Phil McClelland has spent a great deal of time and
energy researching, procuring, and learning how to
operate the new equipment. The production quality
is vastly improved and the Vestry thanks Phil for his
diligence and dedication. We are also thankful for
the work of the other members of the Communications Team for the vision and enthusiasm for helping us continue to provide worship services that
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keep the congregation connected AND attract new
members who might not otherwise know about us or
attend physical services.
Fourth, related to number 3, we applied for and
have received a $4,000 grant from the Diocese for
the new media equipment.
Lastly, looking ahead, the Vestry, and new
member Shannon Duggan in particular, are looking
ahead to ways of strengthening the bonds that hold
us together as a congregation. You’ll remember the
first vow from the Baptismal Covenant is “Will you
continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship . .
?'” Looking ahead, we are focusing on fellowship
in this pandemic, especially important now that we
are heading into the winter months when socializing
will be even more challenging. So look for opportunities to gather virtually. And if you have suggestions or ideas for social events – virtual Happy
Hours, Coffee Klatches, Knitting Circles, Fly Tying
Sessions, Chess Games, Book Clubs, Story Tellings,
Christmas Cookie Baking Parties, just to name a
few possibilities – please contact Shannon. And if
you would like to be part of the Fellowship Ministry
Team, all the better, contact Shannon about that,
too.

Music Director John Lehrack presents his latest
Taizé program on Sunday, October 18, 7:00pm,
on Facebook. John prepares new Taizé services
every two weeks to enhance our at-home worship.
Taizé is a meditation containing music, chants,
prayers and time for reflection. All previous
programs are available on St. Alban’s Facebook
page as well.
Be sure to read the wonderful poem “Lady
Liberty” starting on Page 5 of this ATP issue.

of our annual Stewardship Campaign in an untraditional way. Bishop Rickel has been asked to
explore Stewardship through the Baptismal Covenant:
 How do these vows shape our understanding of Stewardship?
 What are the connections among our stewardship of all that God has entrusted to us,
supporting our congregation’s ministries,
and leading to loving our neighbors?
This year with the Pandemic, StewFest will be done
on Zoom. See Upcoming Activities on Pg. 1 for
the link.
BAPTISMAL COVENANTS
As a reminder for StewFest, below are our Baptismal Covenants. They are found on Pgs 304-5 of the
BCP. You might want to have this list handy for
StewFest or have your BCP handy!
+ Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in
the prayers?
+ Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the
Lord?
+ Will you proclaim by word and example the
Good News of God in Christ?
+ Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as yourself?
+ Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?

Stewardship is:
Stewardship involves sharing talent. Recognizing that
God has given each individual unique skills and talents so
that we can do the work of Our Lord, we strive to share
our own talents and to encourage and welcome others
to also use their talents to participate in the mission and
ministry of the Church.

STEWFEST WITH BISHOP RICKEL
Our Annual StewFest will be Wednesday,
October 21, at 6:30pm. Bishop Rickel will be our
guest speaker. This event is a traditional highlight
nd

Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY, 9:30am, ZOOM
Reminder – Sunday Morning Bible Study on
Zoom at 9:30 am is now studying the Pastoral
epistles, I and II Timothuy and Titus. If you missed
last week, you can jump into the class at any time!

FOOD DRIVE DONATIONS
The next Drive By Food Drop has been scheduled
for Saturday, November 7, 10:00am to 2:00pm.
This drive will have a Thanksgiving theme, but we
are suggesting your donations be partly for –
1) regular daily needed items such as mac and
cheese, tuna, peanut butter, canned fruits
and vegetables, etc. Any and all items that
are canned or pre-packaged.
2) extra things that can make a Thanksgiving
dinner -- small bags of flour, small sugar,
brown sugar, yams, stuffing mix such as
Stove Top, etc.. Also making a Thanksgiving meal special are cranberry sauce, pie
crusts and pie crust sticks, pumpkin and/or
apple .
We all probably have our Thanksgiving favorites, and we want to help families make this day
special. However, many, many food bank clients
need food donations to get by each day and week.
The need is always great, but especially so during
this pandemic time. Those who depend on food
banks are young and old, single and families, a wide
range of our neighbors.
To those of you who have been so wonderful to
in helping with these food bank drop days, I hope
you will come forward and commit to again helping
on this special time of year collection. Keep planning and keep in touch to make things work for
those who are really need.
Blessings to you all.
Lee Forsberg
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DIOCESAN POP-UP GRANT APPROVED
We are pleased to announce that we were awarded the $4,000 Pop-up grant from the
Diocese
for technology related to streaming and other communications.
As you know, thanks to all of the hard work from
Phil McClelland, we have installed a new remotecontrolled camera and upgraded the related computer equipment needed to make it possible to provide
quality live streamed services, both during the pandemic and into the future.
To better assist congregations become “healthier,
more faithful, and more effective communities of
faith,” the Diocese offered smaller grants. We submitted our application as we felt the enhancement of
our live-streaming capacity fit within the scope of
this grant opportunity and as part of being good
financial stewards to allow our funds to be available
to other needs or ministries of our congregation.
As we progressed, this project has become more
involved and more costly than originally anticipated
as we learned about all the additional equipment and
support needed beyond just a camera. Although the
final costs are not yet in, this grant is greatly appreciated to help pay for a significant portion of the
costs.
We appreciate all the time and effort that Phil
has invested to learn what is involved in providing
quality live-streamed services.

BULLETIN INSERTS
Would you like a copy of the bulletin inserts for
each Sunday’s lessons? If so, packets are now
available. You can either pick them up at church or
we can mail them to you.
Because Church Publishing sends the inserts to
us in batches far in advance of the actual date, we
have continued to receive them because we want
them available when we are finally able to meet in
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person. Therefore, to put these inserts to use, we
have started putting them together in packets.
Please call the church office, 425-77-0371 or
email StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com to
request a set mailed to you. Or you can pick up a set
from inside the brown box located next to the Sacristy Door at the east end of the church.

EVENING PRAYER & VIGIL BEFORE
ELECTION ON OCTOBER 28
With the upcoming Election Day on November
rd
3 , this year especially, praying together seems an
appropriate response for us as a church community.
A special evening prayer is scheduled for Wednesday October 28th at 6:00pm on Facebook with the
focus on praying for our natioin. We invite you to
join together for this special evening of prayer. If
you are not able to participate, the Book of Common Prayers has several appropriate prayers for
National Life and Social Order on pages 820-822.
For the Nation (Various Occasions 17) BCP Pg 207
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the people of the
earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in
peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use
our liberty in accordance with your gracious will;
through Jesus Christ ours Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

JOIN IN PRAYING FOR OUR NATION
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is calling on all
Episcopalians to join the initiative to pray for our
nation, its people and leaders and all the nations and
people of the earth.
A Season of Prayer will begin Tuesday,
October 27, and continue through November 4,
the day after the elections in the United States. This
prayer initiative from Forward Movement and The
Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations
nd

is calling Episcopalians and all others to join in this
nine days of devotional prayers – calling upon God
for discernment in voting and for the well-being of
our nation.
All prayers come from the Book of Common
Prayer and materials include a brief litany to use
every day. Printable materials for individuals,
churches and families are available for download at
www.forwardmovement.org/election.
Our October 26 Evening Prayer and Vigil
Before the Election is supportive of this initiative.

“CAN I HAVE ANOTHER TURNIP?”
The following was written by Bishop Greg Rickel
for the 2018 Forward Movement publication, “For
the Beauty of the Earth.”
I remember the first garden I really knew as a
garden. I was about five and visiting my grandfather in southern Missouri He was a carpenter by
trade and a great gardener on the side. He asked me
if I wanted to go with him to harvest some turnips.
I could not wait.
We walked along the rows, pulling turnips from
the earth – and each one was like a new surprise. I
giggled every time. My grandfather let me shake
the dirt from the roots and throw them in the sack he
had slung around his neck. As we walked back to
the house to wash the turnips, I asked if I could taste
one. He had a mischievous grin on his face when he
blurted out, “Of course, as soon as we get back and
clean them up!” After we cleaned them, he handed
me a turnip and said, “Okay, have at it.”
I bit into that turnip and a big smile came over
my face…and then I took another bite, and another.
Then I looked at my grandfather and asked, “Can I
have another turnip?” “Of course,” he said, as his
face changed. He could not believe it. He actually
told my mother, “You have a weird son. He loves
turnips straight out of the ground!” It is strange, but
to this day I still love raw turnips.
I treasure the experiences and memories of the
turnip. Had I simply taken one from the produce
section at the grocery store and tried it, my love of
turnips would be different. When I bite into one
today, I remember vividly that day with my grandfather and the earth and the surprise I was gifted.
Not much in this world could ever taste as good.
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The Way of Love is a set of
Spiritual practices to develop
a Jesus-centered rule of life.
One of the seven practices of the Way of Love is
being featured in issues of ATP.
Bless:
Christ Jesus, as you have blessed me, help me
to be a blessing to others I your name. Amen.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
from whom every family in heaven and earth is
named, grant you to be strengthened with might by
his Holy Spirit, that, Christ dwelling in your hearts
by faith, you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.
Amen
Holy Baptism Prayer, BCP

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

DIOCESAN CONVENTION
You can join in for the 110th Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, as officials and delegates gather virtually for workshops and worship.
Fr. Greg has been nominated to fill a two-year
term on Diocesan Council representing our
Be-Attitudes Region.
Friday morning attendees will also have the
opportunity to attend workshops, collect information from exhibitors, talk with exhibitors through
the forum, and watch videos from ministries and
organizations.
Friday afternoon will include our formal business session during which we will hold our elections
and take action on resolutions
Saturday morning will focus on a presentation by
our keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. Bradley Hauff,
Missioner for Indigenous Ministries for the Episcopal Church, as well as a panel discussion hosted by
our Ethnic Ministries Circles of Color with a moderated question and answer session.
Finally, we will close our time together, with the
concluding Eucharist liturgy of the Diocesan Convention including the Liturgy of Ordination,
livestreamed from Saint Mark’s Cathedral from
2:30pm- 4:00pm. There is no need to register to
attend the Eucharist:
https://saintmarks.org/worship/live-stream/
Date and Time
Fri, Oct 23, 2020, 9:00am–
Sat, Oct 24, 2020, 4:00pm
Cost $6.50
For more information:
https://resources.ecww.org/diocesan-convention
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OCTOBER 18 – 20TH PENTECOST
Jesus talks about being a responsible citizen of
the world, but balancing that with “giving to God
the things that are God’s”. The government makes
sure to tell us what we owe them, but how ever do
good stewards begin to calculate how to faithfully
return a share of their blessings to the gracious provider who has given us everything we have in life.
OCTOBER 25 – 21ST PENTECOST
The Great Commandment – love God and love your
neighbor – how can we make it the basis of all we
do in life? Perhaps the Holy Habits of prayer,
study, sacrificial giving, and being connected to a
faith-filled community can be our stepping stones to
living that commandment in a world that constantly
tempts us into living only for ourselves, and puts
God in the less than primary place He deserves.

LESSON READINGS
OCTOBER 18 – 20TH PENTECOST
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
I Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22
OCTOBER 25 – 21ST PENTECOST
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90”1-6. 13-17
Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46
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ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm
10:00 - 12:00pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE
SUNDAYS
after church coffee hour until 2 pm
Available by appointment.

LADY LIBERTY
“Lady Liberty” was written by Tato Laviera (19502013 , who was born in Puerto Rico, the son of a
philosopher and writer. He moved to New York City with
his family at age 10 and lived in the Lower East End. In
a 2010 New York Times profile on Tato Laviera, the
writer observed, “His writings which pulse to the flowing
rhythms of Spanish and English, deal with the tug of
allegiances to culture and home, as well as race and
language.”
Thank you, John Lehrack, for sharing this poem with
us. As we face a big election in our country, this seems
an appropriate time to reflect on our country.
for liberty, your day filled in splendor,
july fourth, new york harbor, nineteen eighty-six,
midnight sky, fireworks splashing,
nd

heaven exploding
into radiant bouquets,
wall street a backdrop of centennial adulation,
computerized capital angling cameras
celebrating the international symbol of freedom
stretched across micro-chips,
awacs surveillance,
wall-to-wall people, sailing ships,
gliding armies ferried
in pursuit of happiness, constitution adoration,
packaged television channels for liberty,
immigrant illusions
celebrated in the name of democratic principles,
god bless america, land of the star
spangled banner
that we love,
but the symbol suffered
one hundred years of decay
climbing up to the spined crown,
the fractured torch hand,
the ruptured intestines,
palms blistered and calloused,
feet embroidered in rust,
centennial decay,
the lady's eyes,
cataract filled, exposed
to sun and snow, a salty wind,
discolored verses staining her robe,
she needed re-molding, re-designing,
the decomposed body
now melted down for souvenirs,
lungs and limbs jailed
in scaffolding of ugly cubicles
incarcerating the body
as she prepared to receive
her twentieth-century transplant
paid for by pitching pennies,
hometown chicken barbecues,
marathons on america's main streets.
she heard the speeches:
the president's
the french and american partners,
the nation believed in her, rooted for the queen,
and lady liberty decided to reflect
on lincoln's emancipatory resoluteness
on washington's patriotism,
on jefferson's lucidity,
on william jennings bryan's socialism,
on woodrow wilson's league of nations,
on roosevelt's new deal,
on kennedy's ecumenical postures,
and on martin luther king's non-violence.
lady liberty decided to reflect
on lillian wald's settlements,
on helen keller's sixth sense,
on susan b. anthony's suffrage movement,
on mother cabrini's giving soul,
on harriet tubman's stubborn pursuit of freedom.
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just before she was touched,
just before she was dismantled,
lady liberty spoke,
she spoke for the principles,
for the preamble,
for the bill of rights,
and thirty-nine peaceful
presidential transitions,
and, just before she was touched,
lady liberty wanted to convey
her own resolutions,
her own bi-centennial goals,
so that in twenty eighty-six,
she would be smiling and she would be proud.
and then, just before she was touched,
and then, while she was being re-constructed,
and then, while she was being celebrated,
she spoke.

celebrating in the name of equality,
in the pursuit of happiness,
god bless america,
land of star
spangled banner
that we love.

if you touch me, touch ALL of my people
who need attention and societal repair,
give the tired and the poor
the same attention, AMERICA,
touch us ALL with liberty,
touch us ALL with liberty.
hunger abounds, our soil is plentiful,
our technology advanced enough
to feed the world,
to feed humanity’s hunger…
but let's celebrate not our wealth,
not our sophisticated defense,
not our scientific advancements,
not our intellectual adventures.
let us concentrate on our weaknesses,
on our societal needs,
for we will never be free
if indeed freedom is subjugated
to trampling upon people's needs.
this is a warning,
my beloved america.
so touch me,
and in touching me
touch all our people.
do not single me out,
touch all our people,
touch all our people,
all our people
our people
people.
and then i shall truly enjoy
my day, filled in splendor,
july fourth, new york harbor,
nineteen eighty-six, midnight sky,
fireworks splashing,
heaven exploding
into radiant bouquets,
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