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AROUND THE PARISH 
September 18, 2020 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

 

 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Morning Prayer on Facebook, 10:30 am 

Sunday Zoom Coffee on Zoom at 12:00pm 

Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; Gospel of    
   Mark, led by Eric Hanson.  Link through October 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758       Password:  SeekFirst 

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through October 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT

YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09 

Meeting ID:  851-7482-2634       Password:  657057 

NOTE:  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you          

   Can watch the Sunday service later as a video on         

   the Facebook link. 

 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

9/19 10:30am-12:00pm, Intercultural Webinar* 
9/20 7:00pm, Taize Presentation, Facebook 
9/30 6:00pm, Evening Prayer, Facebook 
10/21 Bishop Rickel StewFest Visit, Zoom 

 *See article in this issue. 

 

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR     

 Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.  

 There are two ways to join, click on Zoom 

link above.   OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on 

“Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt 

enter meeting code and then password (noted above).  

Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.”   Click on “Join with 

audio” so you can chime in.  Hope to see you there! 

Parish Administrator Jeannie Wells is out of the office 

until September 21.  

   

NEW ADDRESS: 

Sarah Burns 

8154 – 30
th

 Avenue SW 

Seattle, WA  98126 

 

We will publish the new telephone numbers when we 

receive them. 

 

 

 

 
  

    Fr. Greg Peters 

     Where is our Rector and How can I get a 

hold of him? 

     Well, the school year has begun and we’re 

fully back to pandemic imposed homeschool-

ing.  Thankfully, this schoolyear is better orga-

nized than last Spring when the pandemic 

caused us all to drop everything and shelter in 

place.  Then it was simply a freefall, this year 

there’re actual schedules, assignments, and pro-

grams. 

     Erika and I are still both working from 

home, still providing academic support for our 

girls, and still trying to manage all this crazi-

ness, which, as of this writing, is complicated 

by the fact that we cannot safely go outside – 

and, as you know, we are a family of athletes, 

gardeners, and alfresco consumers of food, 

drink, and language! 

     Now to the point of this article, in the midst 

of all this there is a much greater degree of pre-

dictability.  Which means my hours are also 

more predictable, regular, and stable.  I may not 

be in the office, but I am reachable at regular 

times.  For the most part, my schedule coin-

cides with Sarah’s school day schedule.  I’m 

not sure if this gives you all any comfort, but it 

makes me much more calm knowing that in this 

pandemic whirlwind, I can be accountable to 

you. 

     So if you want to get a hold of me or are ex-

pecting a response from me, my “Home Office 

Hours” are Monday - Thursday from 8:30 a.m. 

to 2:30 p.m.  And the best ways to contact me 

are via email – 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
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gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com – or my 

cellphone (206) 778-1506.  If I do not catch the 

phone, please leave a voicemail.  You can also 

send a text to that same number.  Fridays and 

Saturdays are generally my free days. 

     I come into the church on Sundays for the 

services and for the virtual coffee hour after-

ward.  So I would like to offer possibility to 

meet.  This idea comes from Maryellen Young, 

who heard about it being done at the Cathedral.   

There, they’re calling it “Pastors on the Porch.” 

     Here’s how it will work, I’ll be available un-

til 2 p.m. on Sunday afternoons.  Since it’s still 

safer to meet outdoors we’ll meet either in the 

gazebo or in the garden by my office door.  

We’ll sit at least 6 feet apart and wear masks 

and talk about whatever you want to talk about.   

It’s probably best to contact me for an appoint-

ment, which seems way too formal, but given 

these times I think it’s better to proceed cau-

tiously. 

     Obviously, this won’t work too well once 

the weather takes its turn toward the dark days 

of November, but we’ll do it as long as we can.   

I have good rain gear!  Hopefully other options 

will become available.  There is, of course, the 

new normal of Zoom meetings and, if you have 

an iPhone, Facetime.  We may be isolated, but 

things could be worse, much worse! 

     Anyway, it looks like we will be muddling 

through this pandemic for many more months.  

I admit that I thought it would only be a few 

months, but it’s looking more and more like 

we’ll be distancing and wearing masks well into 

next year.  Anything that feels solid and 

grounding will be welcome.  Anything that 

keeps us all together is a manifestation of the 

Holy Spirit. 
Peace. Greg 

 

 

KNIT HATS FOR SEAFARERS 

    If you are looking for an at-home way to 

make a difference in the lives of essential work-

ers, the Seattle Seafarers' Center can use your 

help! They are running low on our signature 

hand-knit hats to distribute to ship workers that 

come to the port of Seattle. Though cruise sea-

son has been interrupted due to the pandemic, 

cargo ships are still sailing and the Seattle Sea-

farers' Center is working to meet as many as 

possible in a safe manner. To download the hat 

pattern, visit the link below. Questions can be 

sent to office@mts-seattle.org. 

https://www.mts-seattle.org/knit-or-sew-for-ditty-

bags The Mission to Seafarers, 3568 W. Marginal 

Way SW, Seattle, WA 98106 

 

 

 

 
By Lee Forsberg 

    What a great day for the Food Bank and for St. 

Alban’s.  The staff that served the community rep-

resenting our church;  the concern and compassion 

they showed to donors I am sure will bring them 

back to support people in need again and again if we 

provide the platform for them.  Out of about 45 or 

50 I would say that over half of them were neigh-

borhood people who are not regulars at St. Alban’s 

and a lot of them said they would support the pro-

gram on a monthly basis if we provide the platform. 

    We had about $300 in cash donations and a good 

share of that was from the selling and donating to 

the bank of masks that Maisy Hochstetler and her 

daughter, Joy, made. This was just wonderful and 

astounded us all that there should be such a demand 

for masks.  Probably a lot of the success was the 

professional way she approached people with the 

cause of her program.  Thanks to her. 

    It is estimated that we received at least 600 

pounds or better of nonperishable foods.  This by no 

means is a small thing in the lives of those in need 

and would mean the food for many at a time when 

mailto:gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com
mailto:office@mts-seattle.org
https://www.mts-seattle.org/knit-or-sew-for-ditty-bags
https://www.mts-seattle.org/knit-or-sew-for-ditty-bags
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their cupboards are low or bare.  It is really a big 

thing in many people’s lives and should not be 

taken lightly by givers as it is huge in the lives of 

the receivers.  I estimate the value of this about 

$3.00 per pound making the value at about $1,800.  

I do think in this light you would feed a lot of hun-

gry mouths.   

    We had a nice visit from the folks at the Edmonds 

Food Bank and they brought a gift of pastry for all 

the crew to enjoy.  Thanks to them.  

    I do think that if weather had been in our favor 

we may have had even greater results than we 

experienced.  We had the worst air conditions of 

any on this planet. 

    The next food drive will probably be just before 

Thanksgiving, a definite date will be announced 

shortly. 

    Blessings to all the crew and Thanks to God for 

the chance to help those in need. 

 

 

3.  For the Human Family 
 O God, you made us in your own image and 
redeemed us through Jesus your Son:  Look 
with compassion on the whole human family, 
take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that 
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and 
work through our struggle and confusion to 
accomplish your purposes on earth, that, in 
your good time, all nations and races may 
serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Page 815 BCP 

TAIZE SERVICE – SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 

     Be sure to tune into the latest Taize service this 

Sunday, September 20 at 7:00pm.  These service of 

music, chants, prayers and meditation time are per-

fect for not only worship but for relaxation as well.  

The following is being read at Sunday’s Taize  

service.  Thanks to John for sharing it with Around 

the Parish! 

This was published in the NY Times on May 20, 

2020. 

Working From Home 

I remember the days when I’d speculate 

That working from home would simply be great. 

No need for the car, the tie and the suit, 

No need, ever again, for that daily commute. 

I could work in my jammies, or wear nothing at all 

And never once worry ‘bout the boss down the hall. 

I’d only dress up when I’d be meeting on Zoom 

Then I’d just have to clean a little part of the room. 

And how great it would be with no one to watch 

As I took a nip, now and then, from my bottle of 

Scotch. 

But now that it’s happened, my dream hasn’t come 

true 

‘Cuz working from home is like life at the zoo. 

A big cage of monkeys shouldn’t be any worse. 

The noise and congestion drive me to curse. 

With everyone here there’s no peace and quiet. 

It’s not at all what I thought when I wanted to try it. 

Alas, working from home, I get nothing done. 

And what’s even worse – it’s not that much fun. 

Now I yearn for the days when I went off to work. 

Working from home, it turns out, was the dream of a 

jerk. 

Michal R. Whitney, Austin, Texas 

 

PB MICHAEL CURRY CLASS ON RACIAL 

JUSTICE 

     If you’re like many people across the United 

States right now, you want to do something in re-

sponse to systemic racial injustice.  One way that 

activists consistently recommend to response to the 

events of the past weeks is to use the momentum to 

educate yourself.  Change the way you think.  Make 

building racial justice part of how you live and what 

you do rather than a short-term focus. 

     Church Next offers a class by Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry on Spirituality and Racist Justice.  In 

this class PB Michael Curry discusses ways in 

which Christians can respond to racial injustice.  He 

focuses on the spiritual elements of the problem: on 

the spiritual failings that lead to racism and the 

ways in which spiritual tools are necessary to help 

us fight racial injustice successfully 

     This course takes about 45 minutes and are a se-

ries of 4 lessons, which you can take one at a time.  

Each lesson starts with a short 5 minute video by 

Bishop Curry, followed by some questions and then 

some questions for discussion.  You can also take 

the course anonymously and not respond  to the 

question.  The cost is $10 for individuals   

    If  interested,go to: 

https://www.churchext.tv/library/ and search for 

Spirituality and Racial Justice.. 
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The Collect for the Feast of the Holy Cross-- 
September 14, 2020 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he 
might draw the whole world to himself: Merci-
fully grant that we, who glory in the mystery of 
our redemption, may have grace to take up our 
cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory ever-
lasting. Amen.  

In the Collect for the Feast of the Holy Cross, 

we ask for grace to take up our cross. I'm won-

dering what that means to you. People often 

talk about crosses they have to bear, sometimes 

revealing an unattractive teeth-gritting Christi-

anity tinged with victimhood. Their crosses? A 

crabby relative, an irascible co-worker, any 

number of challenging life circumstances. We 

all have these forces in our lives, as suffering is 

the promise life always keeps. But I have a 

sense that taking up one's cross means some-

thing different. 

 As often happens when I puzzle about a phrase 

that may be familiar but elusive in depth of 

meaning, I turn to wiser colleagues. In this case 

I found a homily by Sam Candler, Dean of St. 

Philip's Cathedral in Atlanta. A great priest and 

preacher (and accomplished jazz musician), he 

preached a few years ago on this phrase "Take 

up your cross." Here's an excerpt: 

 What was Jesus doing during his last days, that 

we might be called to follow? One way to con-

sider "the cross" is as a sign of weakness. When 

Jesus took up his cross, he was acknowledging 

vulnerability. He was admitting weakness, sub-

mitting to power that would take away his life. 

The cross, for Jesus, represented his exposure 

to pain and suffering. The cross was his vulner-

ability. 

If so, I suggest that "taking up our cross 

“means picking up and acknowledging our vul-

nerability. Most of us spend our lives doing just 

the opposite. We prepare to go out into the 

world by building up our strengths. We train 

and go to school and make money and surround 

ourselves with good company. We even do good 

and great things in the world with the strengths 

that we have worked at. 

To "take up our cross," however, means to lay 

our strengths aside. It means to lay our "ego 

strength" aside...Something quite powerful oc-

curs when we do this. Jesus said it like this: 

"Those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it."(Mark 

8:35). 

 In spiritual circles, we often talk about this as 

surrender, a word I admit I have resisted. It can 

make me think I am called to be a doormat for 

Christ. Once, while I was struggling with what 

it means to surrender, I providentially opened a 

book by Thomas Merton. He wrote: "Our real 

journey in life is interior: it is a matter of 

growth, deepening, and of an ever greater sur-

render to the creative action of love and grace 

in our hearts." 

 What does that surrender look like? It unfolds 

in ways great and small. Wearing a mask in 

time of pandemic, uncomfortable and annoying 

as they might be. Setting aside our own agenda, 

even when we have really important things to 

do. Honoring another family member, begin-

ning each day asking how I can be of service. 

Taking a costly stand for justice and peace in a 

season when injustice is there for all to see. 

Giving sacrificially to meet the needs of our 

neighbors. 

 On the days that follow this feast day, might 

we think about taking up the cross as doing 

whatever it takes to surrender to the creative ac-

tion of love and grace in our hearts, and to find 

new life, resurrected life in the process. 

-The above was edited from Monday Matters 9-

14-20 by Jay Sidebotham 
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

SEPTEMBER 20 – 16
TH

 PENTECOST 

“…are you envious because I am generous?”  Do 

we spend more time lamenting our personal scarcity 

than being grateful and thankful for all we have 

been given and responding accordingly?  It is cer-

tainly true that we can’t begin to “out-give” God, 

but would our lives perhaps be more contented and 

feel more blessed if we decided to be first-fruits of 

“I can’t wait to give” donors to the life and ministry 

to which God has called all of us?  Remember, Bap-

tism tells us we are “marked as Christ’s own 

forever”.  How do you respond to that gift? 

 

SEPTEMBER 27 - 17
TH

 PENTECOST 

There’s another vineyard parable which is also  

reflected in a favorite hymn, “ Come Labor On” 

(Hymnal #541).  Stanza 2 says in part:  “Come  

labor on…no arm so weak but may do service here.  

By feeblest agents may our God fulfill his righteous 

will.  There’s plenty of work and support needed.  

All of us are called.  And the hymn ends with the 

promise of a wonderful commendation:  “… and a 

glad sound comes with the setting sun; Servants, 

well done.”  Isn’t that all what we all hope to hear? 
 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

 Please continue donations and pledges:  

 Mail check to church  

   21405-82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

   to St. Alban’s 

 Online donation, go to    

   www.StAlbansEdmonds.org  and click on   

   “Donate Now.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON READINGS 

 

SEPTEMBER 20 – 16
TH

 PENTECOST 

Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

Philippians 1:21-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

SEPTEMBER 27 – 17
TH

 PENTECOST 

Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 

 

 
ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm  
 Tuesday            10:00 - 12:00pm 
 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 
 Friday            1 0:30  -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm 

     The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people 
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm.  Before and after services,  
people are available for quick business activities. 
     In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any  
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the   
following protocol:   

 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  
      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.  

 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves. 

 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to  meet 
 your party, to pick up or make a delivery. 

 Wear a mask.   
     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call 
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506 

 

http://www.stalbansedmonds.org/
mailto:stalbansedmonds@gmail.com

