AROUND THE PARISH
October 9, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; I & II Timothy, Titus, led by
Eric Hanson. Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you
Can watch the Sunday service later as a video on
the Facebook link.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
10/21 Bishop Rickel Stewfest Visit, Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9649 9391
Passcode: Alban
10/23-24 Diocesan Convention
10/28

6:00pm, evening prayer and vigil before the
Election, Facebook

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”
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Fr. Greg Peters
This Sunday is the Feast of St. Philip the Evangelist and marks three years since Bishop Rickel
was with us to celebrate our mutual ministry. Happy
Anniversary!
Please remember that our good Bishop will be
back with us virtually for Stewfest on Wednesday,
October 21 at 6:30pm.
A couple of things to remember about Philip. He
was among the first disciples and in Acts 8 we hear
about his missionary trip to Samaria and his
encounter with the Ethiopian Eunuch. You’ll
remember that the Eunuch was at least familiar with
the Hebrew scriptures, if not Jewish himself, he was
reading Isaiah when he passed by Philip.
Philip, guided by the Spirit, helped him understand that the Suffering Servant in Isaiah was realized in Jesus – he professed the Good News about
Jesus and the Eunuch believed. Passing by a
stream, the Eunuch asked to be baptized. Philip
baptized him then and there and then they parted
company, Philip to Samaria; the Eunuch back to
Ethiopia. The Coptic Church traces his foundation
to this event.
It seems to me, though I have no specific reference for this, that a Eunuch would not be someone a
proper Jew would have associated with. By their
very physical alteration they were unable to “be
fruitful and multiply,” rendered a partial person
disfigured, blemished, and unworthy. And yet, God
chose this one to believe, to seek baptism, and to
bring the precious gift of the Gospel to his people.
How similar are we to that Eunuch? None of us
is truly whole, truly complete, truly worthy. We
may be created in the image and likeness of God,
but since that creation we have strayed, misused,
and maligned that image in ourselves. And yet we
are called – sealed in our Baptisms – as bearers of
the Good News. We may have disfigured the
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image, but the Spirit is constantly guiding us back,
urging us along our ways, opening our eyes to the
presence of the divine in those all around us.
Again, after encountering the Eunuch, Philip
went off to preach to the Samaritans – another “unworthy,” by proper Jewish standards, people. I
hope we can be a lot more like Philip and be unconcerned about other people’s worthiness. Just share
the Good News with them and let the Spirit take
charge, let the Spirit do her work of transforming
lives, let the Spirit sort out who’s worthy.
Last week we celebrated Francis with his great
love for all God’s people and all God’s creatures. This week it’s Philip with his gift of preaching to strangers and bringing them into the community of Christ. Next Sunday, October 18, is the
Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist and good physician
of souls. Like Philip, Luke had a great compassion
for the outsider.
This last Wednesday, I came to work in my office for the first time in six or seven months. No
one else was in the building, so it was safe. As I
was sitting at my desk, I saw a shadow on my computer screen, so I turned around. A young woman
was walking her baby in a stroller down the walk
under our eaves. She saw me through the window. We startled each other. I opened the door to
say hello and introduce myself. Her name is Ruth
and her baby Cloe. We didn’t really talk long, but it
was so encouraging, after so many cloistered
months, to meet someone new. Cloe is only 7
months old, but I talked about the Preschool. We
half joked that maybe by the time she’s old enough
for preschool the pandemic will be over.
I don’t know if we’ll run into each other
again. I’m not sure if information about the preschool was much in the way of Good News about
Jesus, but hope-filled with future expectations Gospel none the less. I hope they went their way with a
little more joy; I certainly did. Our conversation
was a gift.
I hope you are similarly blessed in this month of
saints. I hope you are a blessing for others who will
carry the Gospel to those you may never meet, never know in this life. I trust that the Holy Spirit is
welling up within you, through you, beyond you,
sustaining those beyond our walls with hope, joy,
and love.
Dan Mullene likes to remind us of what Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple once said,
that the Church is the only organization that exists
for those who are not its members. Somehow, I find
this a comfort. To be sure, it is a challenge, but is a
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comfort knowing that we are led into and empowered for this by God’s redeeming Holy Spirit.

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY, 9:30am, ZOOM
Join in Sunday morning bible study, 9:30am on
Zoom, led by Eric Hanson. The group is now
studying the Pastoral epistles, I and II Timothy and
Titus. Timothy, son of a Greek father and a Jewish
mother who loved Jesus, was a Galatian from
Lystra. He co-wrote 11 of Paul’s epistles. Though
a timid lad, he became a powerful worker for the
Gospel.

STEWFEST WITH BISHOP RICKEL
Our Annual Stewfest will be Wednesday,
October 21, at 6:30pm. Bishop Rickel will be our
guest speaker. This event is part of our annual
Stewardship Campaign. This year with the
Pandemic, Stewfest will be done on Zoom.

Stewardship is:
Stewardship involves spending time with God.
Recognizing that every day is a gift from God, we strive
to spend some of each day with God, through prayer,
spripture reading, quiet, meditation and other spiritual
activities. During this time we ask God how He wants us
to use the gifts He has given to us.
Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com
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NEW ADDRESS
Parishioners Steve and Maureen Forsythe sent a
new address for their recent move to Oklahoma:
4606 E. 54th Street, Apt 106. Tulsa. OK 74135
Their phone numbers and emails are the same:
as before:
Maureen 918-914-3320 Steve: 918-914-3791
ms4ythe@gmail.com

FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Thank you for your generosity in supporting our
Food Banks. In October we are sending $700 each
to the Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace and Edmonds
Food Banks for a total of $2,100. This is in addition
to the $562.24 that we sent to the Edmonds Food
Bank at the end of September from the last Food
Drive, along with all of the food that was donated.
The Food Banks will appreciate our donations at
this time of great need in our community.

EVENING PRAYER
& BEFORE THE
ELECTION ON
OTOBER 28
Tuesday, November 3,
2020, is the date of the
General Election.
Especially this year, praying
together seems an appropriate response for us as a
church community. A special evening prayer is
scheduled for Wednesday, October 28th at 6:00pm
on Facebook with the focus on praying for our
nation. We invite you to join together for this special evening of prayer. If you are not able to participate, the Book of Common Prayers has several
appropriate prayers for National Life and Social
Order on pages 820-822.
#24. For an Election (BCP pg. 822)
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our
powers and privileges: Guide the people of the
United States in the election of officials and reprend

sentatives; that, by faithful administration and wise
laws, the rights of all may be protected and our
nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

VOTING INFORMATION
Be Vote Ready - - Are you registered to vote? Is
your address current? Have you changed your name?
Register, check your voter status, update your registration at: www.VoteWa.gov Your ballot arrives the
week of October 16, 2020. Learn about candidates
and issues to make an informed choice. Fill out your
ballot; follow the directions carefully. Sign the envelope with your official signature. Vote EARLY: Use
a ballot drop box or mail. No stamp is needed. Mail
must be postmarked by Nov. 3. What are some
resources I can use to learn more about the candidates
and issues?
 VOTE411.org---candidates, video forums
 Votewa.gov---candidate profiles,
 voter’s guide pdc.wa.gov--campaign finances
4TH QUARTER OUTREACH RECIPIENT
ChildStrive was selected to be our 4th Quarter
2020 Outreach Recipient. ChildStrive (formerly
Little Red School House) helps advance the quality
of life focusing primarily on children ages birth to
three years with, or at risk of developmental delays
and disabilities. Have a direct impact on families
amid the Coronavirus news! Families with the least
resources are being hit the hardest by safety
measures and closures. ChildStrive is responding
rapidly to the needs of our most vulnerable families.
For more information go to https://childstrive.org/

3RD QUARTER
OUTREACH DONATIONS
We are contributing $900 in donations to Cocoon House, our 3rd Quarter 2020 outreach donations recipient. Cocoon House is a nonprofit that conducts outreach to, and provides shortand long-term housing for homeless and at-risk
young people, including their children. Thank you
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for your generosity in supporting the ministry of
this worthwhile organization.

churches and families are available for download at
www.forwardmovement.org/election.
Our October 26 Evening Prayer and Vigil
Before the Election is supportive of this initiative.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
from whom every family in heaven and earth is
named, grant you to be strengthened with might by
his Holy Spirit, that, Christ dwelling in your hearts
by faith, you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.
Amen
Holy Baptism Prayer, BCP

CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
Edmonds Mayor Mike Nelson announced
Wednesday that he is hosting a series of neighborhood meetings, initially via Zoom, to listen to
residents, share information about city projects,
programs and goals, and deliver updates unique to
each Edmonds neighborhood. This first virtual
meeting, via Zoom, will be focused on the Five
Corners/Chase Lake area and will begin at 7:30
pm on Thursday, Oct. 15. The Zoom link
is https://zoom.us/j/97991621922.

A SEASON OF PRAYER
FOR AN ELECTION
A Season of Prayer will begin Tuesday, October 27, and continue through November 4, the
day after the elections in the United States. This
prayer initiative from Forward Movement and The
Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations
is calling Episcopalians and all others to join in this
prayer novena – nine days of devotional prayers –
calling upon God for discernment in voting and for
the well-being of our nation.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is calling on
Episcopalians to join the initiative to pray for our
nation its people and leaders, and all the nations and
people of the earth.
All prayers come from the Book of Common
Prayer and materials include a brief litany to use
every day. Printable materials for individuals,
nd

WHEN GOD SENDS HELP,
DON’T ASK QUESTIONS
Sent to ATP by Lana Berger, found on Facebook.
She hurried to the pharmacy to pick up the medication. When she got back to the car, she found her
keys locked inside.
The woman found an old rusty coat hanger on the
ground. She looked at it and said, “I don’t know
how to use this.”
She bowed her head and asked God to send her
some help.
Within five minutes an old motorcycle pulled up,
driven by a bearded man who was wearing an old
biker skull rag. He got off his cycle and asked if he
could help.
She said, “Yes, my husband is sick. I’ve locked
my keys in the car. I must get home. Please can
you use this hanger to unlock my car?”
He said. “Sure.” He walked over to the car, and
in less than a minute the car was open.
She hugged the man and through tears said,
“Thank you, God, for sending me such a very nice
man.”
The man heard her little prayer and replied,
“Lady, I am not a nice man. I just got out of prison
yesterday I was in prison for car theft.”
The woman hugged the man again, sobbing,
Oh thank you, God” You even sent me a professional.”

DAY BY DAY MEDITATIONS
The following was written by Jason Sierra, a consultant and clergy spouse living in Texas. John
12:46: I have come as a light to the world, so that
everyone who believes in me should not remain in
darkness.
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I try to keep myself very busy running from
work to home, to the gym, to a friend’s, to church,
to the store. I fill my life with activities and people
I care for. This is the life I live alongside all of the
other striving, hardworking people of our country.
Our society doesn’t encourage a lot of white space,
doesn’t give us breathing room to look at these
bright jewels of faith.
Without undeveloped space, we cannot encounter the truly new or the holy ephemeral. Without
white space, we crowd out the still small voices and
major revelations God may be making in our lives.
That may require not just white space, but celebrated white space. I pray that I might carve out the
space to be in the presence of the unknown and that
God might find me there.

The Way of Love is a set of
Spiritual practices to develop a Jesus-centered
rule of life.
One of the seven practices of the Way of Love is
being featured in issues of ATP.
Worship:
Gladen my heart, Almighty God, and give me
the desire always to offer in worship my praise
and thanks for all that you have done.
Amen.

DIOCESAN CONVENTION
If you have ever wondered what happens at a
Diocesan Convention, this is the year to participate.
Below is some information about this convention.
Join us for the 110th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, as we gather virtually for
workshops and worship. Join us as we assemble remotely to do the work of the diocese. Join us as we
come together and connect as the Body of Christ.
Friday morning attendees will also have the opportunity to attend workshops, collect information
from exhibitors, talk with exhibitors through the
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forum, and watch videos from ministries and
organizations.
Friday afternoon will include our formal business session during which we will hold our elections
and take action on resolutions
Saturday morning will focus on a presentation by
our keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. Bradley Hauff,
Missioner for Indigenous Ministries for the Episcopal Church, as well as a panel discussion hosted by
our Ethnic Ministries Circles of Color with a moderated question and answer session.
Finally, we will close our time together, with our
Convention Eucharist including ordinations
livestreamed from Saint Mark’s Cathedral. There is
no need to register to attend the Eucharist and a link
will be provided later:
Date and Time
Fri, Oct 23, 2020, 9:00 AM –
Sat, Oct 24, 2020, 4:00 PM
Cost $6.50
For more information:
https://resources.ecww.org/diocesan-convention

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
OCTOBER 11 – 19TH PENTECOST
We pray that God’s grace “may always precede
and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works”. We must not allow that grace to surround us like a protective bubble and insulate us
from being “mindful of the needs of others.” But
the paradox is, the more we break out of the bubble
to care for and about others, the more flexible and
God-enriched the bubble becomes!
OCTOBER 18 – 20TH PENTECOST
Jesus talks about being a responsible citizen of
the world, but balancing that with “giving to God
the things that are God’s”. The government makes
sure to tell us what we owe them, but how ever do
good stewards begin to calculate how to faithfully
return a share of their blessings to the gracious provider who has given us everything we have in life.
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LESSON READINGS

FORWARD DAY BY DAY
NOTE: Our own Bishop Greg Rickel has written

OCTOBER 11 – 19th PENTECOST
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

the reflections for January 2021
The Forward Day by Day daily devotions for November,
December and January are now available and compliments of St. Alban’s. If you would like one, they are in
the box beside the entrance to the Sacristy. You can stop
by the church and get a copy or call the church office if
you need a copy sent to you. 425-778-0371

OCTOBER 18 – 20TH PENTECOST
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
I Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm
10:00 - 12:00pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

In the Evening:
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the
shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over,
and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us a
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last.
Amen

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE
SUNDAYS
after church coffee hour until 2 pm
Available by appointment.
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