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AROUND THE PARISH 
October 2, 2020 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Eucharist on Facebook, 10:30 am 

Drive by Blessing of the Animals at 12:00pm 

Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; Gospel of    
   Mark, led by Eric Hanson.  Link through October 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758       Password:  SeekFirst 

NO COFFEE HOUR 10-4-29 DUE TO 
DRIVE BY BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through October 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT

YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09 

Meeting ID:  851-7482-2634       Password:  657057 

NOTE:  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you          

   Can watch the Sunday service later as a video on         

   the Facebook link. 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

9/30 6:00pm, Evening Prayer, Facebook 
 6:30pm Becoming the Beloved Community 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09  
Meeting ID 859 9649 9391          Passcode  Alban 
 
10/21 Bishop Rickel  Stewfest Visit, Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09  
Meeting ID 859 9649 9391          Passcode  Alban 
 
10/28 6:00pm, evening prayer and vigil before the 
Election, Facebook 

NO ZOOM COFFEE HOUR    10/4 

DRIVEW BY BLESSING OF ANI-

MALS 

 





 

 

 
Fr. Greg Peters 

 

     This Sunday is the Feast of St. Fran-

cis.  We’ll celebrate the saint of Holy Poverty, 

patron of the Environment, lepers, and Italy on 

the day he was born to eternal life in 1226. 

     Francis is loved and regarded all over the 

world, even among those of other faiths.  For 

example, because of Francis’ trips to Turkey 

and Egypt, in which he went as a friendly emis-

sary seeking a peaceful resolution of conflicts 

and the end of the crusades, Muslims, who con-

trolled the Holy Lands, had such respect of 

Francis that they allowed only the Franciscans 

to remain there as caretakers of Christian sites. 

     As usual, we’ll use a form of the Prayers of 

the People based on Francis’ famous prayer, 

we’ll  use a Eucharistic Prayer that emphasizes 

creation and God’s great love for all created be-

ings, and lastly we’ll bless our animal compan-

ions.  Please bring them by after 12:00 for a 

drive-by blessing.  Alternatively, share photos 

of those who don’t travel well or who have 

themselves been born to eternal life, and we all 

will bless the 

     As you’ll remember, Francis grew up in a 

cloth merchant’s family and was fairly well to 

do.  You’ll also remember that he renounced all 

that and embraced a life of Holy Poverty, by 

which is meant a life of chosen poverty and as-

sociation with the poor.  It’s taking on poverty 

to be able to give one’s life more fully to Christ 

and to serving your neighbors. 

     Francis sought to be counted among the 

“least of these” Christ’s brothers and sis-

ters.  His life and ministry were chiefly among 

those at bottom rung of society.  If he were 

around today, he would be found ministering 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
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to those in ghetos, shanties, asylums, shacks, 

refugee camps, lonely prisons, tents, and door-

ways.  It is a good, right, and fitting thing, then, 

that our celebration of Francis corresponds to 

the first Sunday of the month when we make 

our sacrificial outreach ministry collection for 

the food bank.  In the spirit of the little saint of 

Assisi, I encourage you to give generously.   

     Taking on Holy Poverty is, in part, an act of 

stewardship.  It is recognizing that everything 

we have is a gift from God, and then fully em-

bracing the notion of utilizing everything we 

are graced with to Christ’s ministry with and 

service to the “least of these” brothers and sis-

ters.  We may not have the fortitude to live as 

simply and as generously as Francis, but every 

act of giving up of ourselves, giving away our 

treasure, every kind act of forging community 

with those different from ourselves is an act of 

love for God as met in our neighbor.  That’s 

stewardship on a higher level. 

     Francis is also remembered to have said, 

“Preach the Gospel at all times, and only when 

necessary use words”  May we, all proclaimers 

of the Gospel, live our lives as Francis in con-

tinual praise of God our Creator, in imitation of 

our Lord and Savior, proclaiming with all our 

gifts the reconciling, transformative, and life-

giving joy of the Holy Spirit 
 

 

 
 

DON’T FORGET THE SNIMAL BLESSING 

     This Sunday, October 4,  is the Feast of St. 

Francis.  After the 10:30am service, beginning at 

12:00pm , there will be a drive by blessing of the 

animals.  Bring your pets. or pictures of them is they 

don’t travel well, aretoo big or have pasased away. 

 

 

 

 

 
STEWFEST WITH BISHOP RICKEL 

On Wednesday, October 21, our annual Stewfest is 

coming up and our guest speaker is our own Bishop 

Rickel.  This event is part of our annual Stewardship 

Campaign.  This year with the Pandemic, Stewfest 

will be done on Zoom, so this is a good time, if you 

aren’t already familiar with it, to learn how to navi-

gate and use Zoom in its full potential.  Maryellen 

Young has taught several people how, so contact 

her if you would like to know more about Zoom be-

fore the Bishop meets with us at Stewfest. 

 

 

 

 
Stewardship is:  

Stewardship calls us to recognize that just as in 
the Parable of Talents, each of us will someday 
be asked by God to give an accounting of all 
that we have done with the gifts that have 
been given to us.  Likewise, parish communities 
that embrace stewardship must be 
accountable to the communy for the way in 
which the parish uses the gifts entrusted to it. 

Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to 

Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

WATCH TAIZE ON SUNDAY, OCT 4 

    Our talented Muscic Director, John Lehrack  has 

prepared a Taize service for Sunday eveneing, 

October 4
th

 at 7:00pm.  This presentation of music, 

prayers, silence and meditation gives us an 

mailto:shirleysee51@gmail.com
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opportunity for peasful worship in our homes.  You 

can; vies this program and previous ones on the 

church’s facebook page. 

  The following prayer has been selected by John for 

the October 4 Taize program. 

 

 

Epitaph – By Merrit Malloy 

 

When I die 

Give what’s left of me away 

To children 

And old men that wait to die. 

And if you need to cry, 

Cry for your brother 

Wasking the street beside you. 

And ehen you ned me,  

Put your arms       

Around anyone 

And give them 

What you need to give to me3. 

I want to leave you something,  

Something better 

Than words  

Or sounds 

 

Look for me 

In the people I’ve known 

Or loved, 

And if you cannot give me away, 

At least let me live on in your eyes 

And not your mind. 

You can love me most  

 

By letting  

Hands touch hands,  

By letting bodies touch bodies, 

And y letting go 

Of children 

That need o be free. 

Love doesn’t die, 

People do. 

Wo, when all that’s left of me 

If love,  

Give me away. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EVENING PRAYER & BEFORE THE 

ELECTION ON OTOBER 28 

With the upcoming Election Day on November 

3
rd

, this year especially, praying together seems 

an appropriate response for us as a church 

community. A special evening prayer is sched-

uled for Wednesday, October 28
th

 at 6 pm on 

Facebook with the focus on praying for our na-

tion.  We invite you to join together for this 

special evening of prayer.  If you are not able to 

participate, the Book of Common Prayers has 

several appropriate prayers for National Life 

and Social Order on pages 820-822. 

 

PRAYER FOR COURTS OF JUSTICE 
     Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging 

right: We humbly beseech thee to bless the courts of 

justice and the magistrates in all this land; and give 

unto them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

that they may discern the truth, and impartially ad-

minister the law in the fear of thee alone; through 

him who shall come to be our Judge, thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.   
 

 

 

The Way of Love is a set of 

Spiritual practices to develop a 

Jesus-centered rule of life. 

 

One of the seven practices of the Way of Love is  

being featured in issues of ATP. 

Pray: 

Lord Jesus, who went to the garden to pray, be 

with me all of my days and help me always to 

turn to you again and again in prayer.  Amen. 
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DAY BY DAY MEDITATIONS 

The following meditation is from “Forward 

Through the Years,” a Forward Movement 

publication.  The author is unknown. 

Luke 5:5 – Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. 

     Peter’s words touch our own sense of emp-

tiness when, after a great expending of energy 

in our work, family life, or ministry in the 

church, it seems little is gathered from our ef-

forts.  At that moment a simple act of obedi-

ence in response to the Word of God can trans-

form the situation.  Jesus did not tell the disci-

ples to do something new or different – he 

simply said, “Go on.  Try again.  Don’t give 

up.”  Any  doubt or cynicism which Peter 

might have felt was dispelled when he obeyed.  

He was overwhelmed not just by a huge catch 

of fish, but by the presence of Jesus. 

     Instead of a change of vocation, lifestyle, 

church, or ministry, God may be inviting us to 

go on faithfully with our “ordinary” work; al-

lowing that to become the place of epiphany.  

The French Jesuit Jean Pierre de Caussade 

once spoke of everyday duties as shadows be-

neath which the divine reality lay concealed.  

He encouraged his readers to recognize “the 

sacrament of the present moment” – that is, its 

capacity for making Christ visible.  We only 

see the light of God as we take the shadows se-

riously by entering them.  Live faithfully day 

to day and leave the results to God.---1989 

 

SEAFARER’S DITTY BAGS/KNITHATS 

     Ditty bags are more important than ever be-

cause of the forced isolation being experienced 

by mariners onboard merchant ships this year.  

Gifts of toiletries, hand-knitted hats, and candy 

are a much needed boost to morale for these 

essential workers on the sea.  With the current 

pandemic, the ditty bags will be assembled by 

staff member only at the Seafarers Center.  A 

pattern for knitted or croche3ted watch caps is 

available on web page mts-seattle.org. 

    If you wish to donate to ditty bags for  these 

men far away from home,  please send your 

check to:  Seattle Seafarers Center, 3568 W 

Marginal Way SW, Seattle, WA 98106 (206-

935-3439).  

 
The following is from “For the Beauty of the 

Earth,” a Forward Movement publication of 

devotions exploring creation.  Author Debbie 

Royals is an Episcopal priest, author, retreat 

leader and educator from Tucson, Arizona.  

She has served in numerous roles I Native 

American ministry throughout the Episcopal 

Church.  She lives out her passion as a Native 

American woman in her home community of 

Old Pascua. 

     Perhaps we can take a cue from the hum-

mingbirds, going from blossom to blossom col-

lecting sweetness and taking it with us as we 

touch every other blossom we encounter.  In 

the process of collecting and sharing sweet-

ness, hummingbirds are not only nourished, but 

they also spread pollen and contribute to the 

propagation of fruit and plants. 

     Stepping back and seeing ourselves in the 

image and likeness of God is to see ourselves 

as creators not destroyers.  Seeking an under-

standing of what it means to be a creative 

source of life can be as simple as discerning 

our words and actions as either life-giving or 

life-taking.  Maybe this is our purpose:  To 

give life with our words and actions as much as 

we are able.  Our words and our actions might 

be the fruitfulness with which Tod intends to 

propagate new life 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=gdJHp6Ah&id=8935757C22BC4A5F8EA63CA060B9B4160AF2CA0D&thid=OIP.gdJHp6AhJIgQvmF5_tNZkwHaFZ&mediaurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/god-clipart-8T6G6zkTE.jpg&exph=729&expw=1000&q=word+of+God+Clip+Art&simid=608019914047557051&ck=34EEE95272253F7F05972EACBF229982&selectedIndex=8
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

OCTOBER 4 – 18
TH

 PENTECOST 

     And then there are unfaithful and murderous ten-

ants in the vineyard.  Jesus’s parable says in part 

that the vineyard will be given to new tenants who 

will produce a good harvest and be loyal to God, the 

landowner.  Christ, rejected by the hierarchy, is the 

new cornerstone, and both the early Christians (and 

those of us who call ourselves Christians today) are 

called to be the new tenants and faithful servants.  

What  

are you doing in your life to be a good and faithful 

servant?  How do you live and serve God and those 

around you? 

 

 

OCTOBER 11 – 19
TH

 PENTECOST 

     We pray that God’s grace “may always precede 

and follow us, that we may continually  be given to 

good works”.  We must not allow that grace to sur-

round us like a protective bubble and insulate us 

from being “mindful of the needs of others.”  But 

the paradox is, the more we break out of the bubble 

to care for and about others, the more flexible and 

God-enriched the bubble becomes! 
 

 

 

 

LESSON READINGS 

 

OCTOBER 4 – 18
TH

 PENTECOST 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

OCTOBER 11 – 19TH PENTECOST 

Exodus 32:1-14 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

 
 

FORWARD DAY BY DAY 

    The Forward Day by Day daily devotions for 

November, December and January are now 

available.  If you would like one they are in the 

box beside the entrance to the Sacristy.  These 

are compliments of St. Alban’s.  You can stop by 

the church and get a copy or call the church of-

fice if you need a copy sent to you.  425-778-0371 

 

 

 

 
ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm  
 Tuesday            10:00 - 12:00pm 
 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 
 Friday            1 0:30  -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm 

     The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people 
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm.  Before and after services,  
people are available for quick business activities. 
     In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any  
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the   
following protocol:   

 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  
      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.  

 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves. 

 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to  meet 
 your party, to pick up or make a delivery. 

 Wear a mask.   
     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call 
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506 
 

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm 

Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 
Cell:  206-778-1506 

SUNDAYS 
    after church coffee hour until 2 pm by appointment. 

  

 

 
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

 Please continue donations and pledges by: 

 Mail check to church  

   21405-82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

   to St. Alban’s 

 Online donation, go to    

   www.StAlbansEdmonds.org  and click on   

   “Donate Now.” 
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