AROUND THE PARISH

June 5, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

Service for Sunday, June 7, Only
There will not be a service or coffee hour from
St. Alban’s on June 7; our normal schedule will
resume on June 14.
The Office of the Bishop in the Diocese of
Olympia will hold one worship service for our
diocese on Sunday, June 7. Music begins at
10:30am, Holy Eucharist at 11:00m and Town Hall
at 12:30pm.
Come worship with the parishes of our diocese
on Sunday, June 7 via Facebook or YouTube!
See bulletin from Bishop in this ATP.

Fr. Greg Peters

https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalWesternWashingt

on/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZqeSmnYzNYSG
ZOp2QvyqNw

Town Hall at 12:30pm
https://ecww.zoom.us/j/96277477269?pwd=T1JiU3M0M
jNkNlVFalJIYjJDSVltQT09

VIDEO SERVICE INFO
Sunday Bible Study is on Zoom at 9:30am
Sunday Eucharist is on Facebook, 10:30am
Sunday Zoom Coffee is on Zoom at 11:30am
Wednesday Evening Prayer on Facebook, 6:00pm
Sunday, June 7th Taize is on Facebook, 7:00pm
Join Zoom Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark
led by Eric Hanson, Link through June:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Meeting Password: SeekFirst
Join Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through June:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW
0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634

Password: 657057
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Bishop Rickel has been holding weekly Zoom
meetings for the clergy of the diocese since the
Coronavirus Pandemic began. I have found these
meetings to be very helpful for keeping up to date,
for consistency in our actions and precautions, for
addressing issues in a timely manner, for sharing
ideas, and for ensuring that we all had the same information. We’ve shared practical matters – very
helpful as we all moved into livestreamed services –
discussed ideas, and supported one another. But
more than that it has simply been good to see and
share with my clergy colleagues during these
chaotic times.
A month or so ago, the Bishop proposed a diocesan wide Eucharist service on Trinity Sunday. He
wanted to offer something that united the diocese in
a time of pandemic necessitated social distancing.
He hoped, in gathering us to pray and praise together, to counteract isolation and to celebrate our unity.
I was eager to take him up on this proposal.
As you know a sacrament can be defined as an
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual
grace. This diocesan wide service is a sacramental
demonstration of the grace of unity in diversity.
What could be more fitting for Trinity Sunday?
As I said above, Bishop Rickel made this proposal over a month ago, in the midst of the Coronavirus Pandemic, which we are still in, but well
before the current state of social unrest in response
to systemic racism exemplified in the killing of
unarmed and restrained George Floyd in Minneap-
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olis. The timing of this service seems a prime
example of the providential loving kindness of God.
No one knew even those few weeks ago how
much we would need something to draw us
together, something to celebrate our unity as the
Body of Christ, something to remind us of our
common humanity; something to remind us of the
fact that we are all beloved children of the same
Creator, all created in the image and likeness of the
God - black, brown, red, yellow, white, female,
male, queer, straight, differently abled, young, old
and all the myriad variations that make human
beings human – all aspects of the image and likeness of God; all mercifully claimed by the same
Redeemer, all bound together in sacred unity by the
same Spirit.
I hope you too will take the Bishop up on this
offer. I hope you will see in shared worship, the
magnificence of this Diocese of Olympia, this small
part of the Body of Christ.
I pray that this small act of sacred unity will be
part of a much larger healing act of the Spirit moving just to a renewed society that protects, respects,
and loves each and every one.
The flame of the Spirit ignited the fire of faith in
those early believers and transformed them into
Apostles (those sent out) driving them out of Jerusalem, out of Israel, out of the small and limited confines of all that they knew, out to all the peoples and
places of this world. That same Spirit is alive and
active today, giving us eyes to see in each other a
glimpse of the face of God – not the other to
suspect, not the enemy to be feared, but the neighbor to loved and serve, a fellow bearer of the face of
God to be honored and cherished.

The Service begins with a musical prelude at 10:30,
the Eucharist at 11:00 and concludes with a town
hall meeting. Here are three ways to connect to the
service:
https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalWesternWashington/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZqeSmnYzNYSGZOp2
QvyqNw

For those without internet access who need to connect via phone, call 1 (253) 215-8782 beginning at
10:30am.
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CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Giving” and then “Donate Now

ONE DIOCESE, ONE CHURCH
One Day to Worship Together
Sunday, June 7, 11:00-1:00/Music 10:30
(Information from Bishop Rickel office)
In the midst of our heartache and anguish over
the death of George Floyd, our anger over the
continued violence directed toward Black and
Indigenous People, and all People of Color, and the
uncertainty of the ongoing pandemic, we invite you
to join us this Sunday, June 7, 11:00am-1:00pm
with music prelude at 10:30am, to come together
as one diocese, to gather and pray. Then join us
after the one diocese worship service for a virtual
Town Hall at 12:30 pm with Bishop Rickel and
members of the diocesan staff. Bishop Rickel will
share his reflections and take questions from
attendees.
We are more than individual churches, we are a
diocese – more than 26,000 Christians following the
way of Jesus together across Western Washington.
On June 7, the Office of the Bishop in the
Diocese of Olympia will hold one worship service

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com

designed to bring together all Episcopalians in
Western Washington to worship as one, connect to
each other and meditate on all the ways we stay
connected and stay church, this Sunday will also
give our many hardworking clergy, church
musicians, and lay volunteers a Sunday of rest in
what has been a challenging season.
Join us beginning at 10:30am for a special
prelude of music from across the diocese! Then
stay after the service for a virtual Town Hall with
Bishop Rickel and members of the diocesan staff.
Bishop Rickel will share his reflections and take
questions from attendees. Don’t miss this time for
continued community and a chance to gather as one
diocese in Western Washington. Join us for the
Prelude and Holy Eucharist via Facebook or
YouTube or join us for the Town Hall via Zoom.
https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalWesternWashingt

on/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZqeSmnYzNYSG
ZOp2QvyqNw

Town Hall at 12:30 pm
https://ecww.zoom.us/j/96277477269?pwd=T1JiU3M0M
jNkNlVFalJIYjJDSVltQT09

TAIZE DURING CORONAVIRUS
Our gifted music director, John Lehrack, has
designed and pre-recorded bi-weekly Taize services
for us to celebrate online. These contemplative
prayer services will focus on our healing and our
holy.
Services begin on June 7 at 7:00pm and will
be broadcast on St. Alban’s Facebook page on the
first and third Sundays of the month. Since these
services are pre-recorded, you may view them any
time after their post-date, and you can watch them
over again for a quiet, meditative worship experience.
Many thanks to John for giving us Taize services
as another means of worship during this at-home
Covid-19 time.
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“START YOUR ENGINES” FOOD DRIVE
On Saturday, June 27, from 9:00am-2:00pm,
St. Alban’s will host their second Drive Up Food
Drive for our community food banks. We had a
fantastic drive a month ago with many donations of
non-perishable foods and cash donations. Let’s not
rest there, but strive to better that result by getting
our families, neighbors and friends to donate along
with us.
Lee Forsberg has been our cheerleader for food
bank donations for years, and he has organized this
drive and invited Casey Davis from the Food Bank
to share in this event.
We know there is a great need for food at this
time with the Covid-19 situation and the resulting
work losses and cutbacks. Many people have to
chose whether to pay the rent, mortgage, water or
electricity and still have enough left to provide
meals for the family. We can help!!
All non-perishable foods are needed – canned,
boxed and/or packaged. We welcome cash as well
as food donations. Checks should be made out to
St. Alban’s with “Food Drive” noted on check.

MINNEAPOLIS, SEATTLE and ME
The following homily was written by
Fr. L. J. Topel, S.J.,
Jesuit Assistant to the Law School Dean
Seattle University School of Law
In Minneapolis a white policeman kneels on the
neck of a black man until he kills him. I think he
should be arraigned for murder, his police abettors
fired, the police chief’s culture investigated. Over
there.
In Seattle a peaceful demonstration is interrupted
by violence, cars burned, stores looted, tear gas
exploded, curfew imposed. Out there; my life goes
on as usual.
But my dreams are disturbed. I wonder: What
goes on in Derek Chauvin’s mind as he kneels in a
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prohibited maneuver on George Floyd’s neck? Is it
hatred of black folk, overt or hidden? Is it fear of
them? Is it a culture of control, no matter the cost?
And what is in the mind of Floyd as he is thrown
down, gradually asphyxiated, as he cries out for
relief, for redemption by Mama? What is going
through the minds of officers doing nothing? Are
they angry, fearful, or just engaged in business as
usual?
I see a young looter rushing by with clothes from
Nordstrom. Does he think he is only getting what
TV ads tell him he ought to have? I watch a young
white woman repeatedly smashing a burned-out car.
By how many frustrations is her rage fueled? I see
police in battle array hurling flash bang grenades,
one punching a man held down. Are they angry,
afraid, just doing what they are called on to do? But
my thinking is still about them.
Ultimately it’s about me. Is there a Derek
Chauvin in me, a besieged policeman, a looter? The
World War song had it, “Over there, over
there,…and we won’t come back till it’s over, over
there.” It isn’t Over there, Out there, theirs; it’s
right here, with me. It’s about my racism, overt and
hidden, my forgetting the lynchings, Johnny
Gammage in Pittsburg, John Williams in Seattle;
my fears for my rights and comforts protected by
police in classist America; more insidiously, my
thinking that the problem is Over there, Out there,
theirs. The problem is in me, and in my fellow
Americans heedlessly consuming the planet, shutting our borders, protecting my rights while others
sleep in my streets and starve here and abroad.
How do you govern people like us? Certainly
not by pandering to our basest vices, or by cover
stories for manifest injustices. But even the best
laws of the most prudent lawmakers will fail,
because the problem is not a legal one, or even a
moral one. It can never be resolved except by an
appeal to the transcendent dignity resident in every
human, and the dignity of all life. Jesus calls us to
recognize in everyone a son and daughter of God
and tells us that we will find justice and peace only
when we find God in us all. It is a religious
problem. My problem.
Thanks to Judy Fleenor for sharing this article with ATP.

Patience with others is Love
Patience with self is Hope
Patience with God is Faith
Adel Bestavros
nd

Photos from Dan Mullene

How good is the new parking lot? Ask Fr. Greg
who tried it out one day last week. The surface is
smooth, the lines crisp and apparently ready for a
Pastoral Wheelie!!
We look forward to when we are all able to
gather again and enjoy being able to park without
potholes or large puddles. The bill has been paid,
but we are waiting for a few pending pledges to be
paid into the Capital Campaign Fund. Additional
donations are always appreciated

From Forward Day by Day,
John Henry Newman
God has created me to do Him some definite
service; He has committed some work to me which
He has not committed to another. I have my mission – I may never know it in this life, but I shall be
told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of
connection between persons. He has not created
me for naught. I shall do good, I shall do His work; I
shall be a preacher of truth in my own place, while
not intending it, if I do but keep His commandments and serve Him in my calling.
Therefore, my God, I will put myself without
reserve into your hands. What have I in heaven,
and apart from you what do I want on earth? My
flesh and my heart fail, but God is the God of my
heart and my portion forever.
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COVID-19 – A Poem of Hope by
Audrey Chuang, Age ll
“Stone Soup” is the literary magazine and website
written and illustrated by kids through age 13.
Audrey Chuang talks about her poem: “Every time
I turn on the TV, I see the Covid-19 update, just like
when my mom turns on her phone, all she sees is the
updates of more face masks, homemade food or
some sort of thing that relates to Covid-19…I knew
that on the day I started writing this poem it gave
me inspiration to rethink the people and the world
around me. What I want to express in this poem is
that the Covid-19 is very dangerous and still, some
people are not taking it seriously and this is risking
doctors, nurses, and others’ lives.”
The news rings in my head
The anger and negativity swirling around me
I can’t settle
My heart won’t settle
Everyone’s hearts won’t settle
Every pair of anxious eyes
Waiting for the image
For the image
Of crime
Death
The old book that I have read millions of times by
now
Is wrinkled
And words are faded
I can’t go outside to play
I can’t imagine without going to the library
I can’t imagine without reading a new book
I can feel my heart beating every time
Something bad happens like the stock
Rising up and down
Like the heartbeat
of a patient
Waiting for the doctor
I can feel the pain that the world is facing
It feels like its pulse is in my hands
Ready like a flying fish
Out in the sky
Open to the new
Open wide world
That used to be
Full of people
Now nothing
But a mere ghost town
Waiting to swallow you up
And make you face the crime
And the pain people are talking about in the news
You know it
nd

Of the Covid-19. You have it
You feel the pain of who you are
Until you fall into the jaws
Of the people
Who recovered
And died
You don’t know who is next
But it may be you
Watch out for the coronavirus
Doctors and nurses
Are waiting to
See how to stop the jaws
Thanks to John Lehrack for sending this poem to ATP.

PARISH DIRECTORY CHANGE
Claudia and Al Walker
Kind Heart
19301 86th Ave W
Edmonds, WA 98026
425-835-0928

PASTORAL CARE
Our Vestry Pastoral Care liaison led by Martha
Philippoff is suggesting a way we can help a fellow
parishioner. Long-time member Gaylord Sisk has
been in a care facility for many months and misses
his St. Alban’s family. He has little to distract him
due to a broken tv and no radio.
Cards to Gaylord and/or phone calls would
brighten his life and days. His phone number is
206-351-6392. His address: 2901 1 St NE, Auburn,
WA 98002.

SURVIVE OR THRIVE WEBINAR
An announcement from the Office of Bishop
Rickel:
Dear Ones,
For those who attended the webinar last week
(May 28) entitled “Survive or Thrive,” that webinar
is now available online for viewing by anyone who
wishes it.
Additionally, the idea of Zoom support groups
came out of the webinar, and I am currently putting
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those together. Several have formed already. If you
are interested in a support group, just email me at
grickel@ecww.org and I will facilitate you getting
into one.
Blessings,
Bishop Greg Rickel

NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Members of St. Alban’s Episcopal Church,
We are so blessed and grateful to have you in
our community. Your continuous love and support
for our school and our families in need is not only
wonderful, but inspiring.
We thank you so much. Your donations of gift
cards have helped so many of our families.
Thank you again and with much love,
Chase Lake Staff

PRAYER FOR LITTLE BLESSINGS
Beulah H. Gardner
O Heavenly Father, we thank you for the blessings
we take for granted: for life as we awake each
morning , for a task to be done this day, for rain
that we may drink, for food that we may eat, for a
home to return to at day’s end so that we may rest,
and for so many little blessings that millions cannot
share, and to whom our little blessings would loom
large. Dear God, make us thankful in all ways,
always.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
JUNE 7 – TRINITY SUNDAY
Today’s Epistle concludes: and remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” Family and
friends may fail us; life may be full of trials and
temptations; other groups may not live up to our
expectations. But God never fails – He remains the
rock of our hope and salvation. He is always present and ready to undergird our lives and faith…all
we have to do is ask. What a gift!
JUNE 14 – 2ND SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
Both “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few…” and ”as you go, proclaim the good news”
should speak to us. Our names will probably never
be preserved for posterity as were those of the baptismal covenant seriously, we are called to join the
laborers and, by our lives and words, proclaim that
Good News.

LESSON READINGS
JUNE 7 – TRINITY SUNDAY
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8 or Canticle 2 or 132
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20 \

JUNE 14 – 2ND SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) or Exodus 19:2-8a
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 or Psalm 100
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23)
J
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