AROUND THE PARISH
May 15, 2020
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

VIDEO SERVICE INFO
Sunday Eucharist is on Facebook, 10:30am
Sunday Zoom Coffee is on Zoom at 11:30am
Link to join Zoom Meeting during May 2020
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0
vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
Wednesday Evening Prayer on Facebook, 6:00pm
NOTES If you don’t have a Facebook account, you
can watch the Sunday service later as a video on the
Facebook link.
All events and activities have been cancelled or
postponed until further notice.

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Please note time change: Zoom
Coffee will begin at 11:30am.
There are two ways to join, click on
Zoom link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side,
at prompt enter meeting code and then password
(noted above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.”
Click on “Join with audio” so you can chime in.
Hope to see you there!

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Giving” and then “Donate Now.”
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Fr. Greg Peter

Your Vestry met for its regular monthly meeting
on Tuesday, May 12. As necessitated by the Coronavirus Pandemic, the meeting was held remotely;
everyone calling in from their homes and everyone
attended. It is still a little awkward meeting this
way, but we are becoming more accustomed to it.
We are aware that we will have to meet this way for
some time to come, so are glad to be getting more
use to it. We noted, too, besides conducting the
business of the parish, it is sure nice to see each
other. It is a good, mutually supportive, and hardworking bunch.
We normally have three things to report back to
the congregation, but this month we have five:
1.
We give thanks for the extraordinary generosity of the congregation as witnessed by the support of our several Outreach ministries. In particular, we rejoice at your on-going support of Chase
Lake School and in participation with the Drive-up
Food Drive held on Saturday, May 2. Thanks to
Lee Forsberg and his crew for making the Food
Drive such a successful outreach effort that included
our neighbors – we look forward to this continuing
in the future. We also noted that together we have
continued to support Chase Lake School Families
with over $500 in gift cards for the purchase of food
and other needed household items.
2.
Financially the congregation is in good
shape. As you will see from Maryellen Young’s
report in next week’s ATP, our income is down
some, but so, too, are our expenses. Further, our
financial situation is sound thanks to the foresight of
so many who have contributed to St. Alban’s
Endowment Funds. Even with the recent upheavals
of the stock market, your investments have established a solid foundation for us to weather this
uncertain time. In fact, we are not simply surviving,
we are thriving, completing major projects (see #3
below), ensuring that our staff are paid (see #5
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below), and expanding our already generous outreach ministries (see #1 above).
3.
Thanks to your generosity and the good
shepherding of the project by Steve Forsythe and
Phil McClelland, the Parking Lot Project is complete! There is one payment left to make, but there
are still a few Capital Campaign pledges outstanding; when those come in, there will be more than
enough to cover that payment. The project has
completed ahead of time, thus the outstanding
pledges. Maryellen has sent gentle reminders out to
those who have outstanding pledges – including me.
4.
A Committee is being formed to plan for
and implement a staged plan to return to worshiping
and meeting together as the pandemic evolves.
Using Governor Inslee’s and the Diocese’s Guides
to a Phased-in Return to Gathering Together, the
committee will be tasked with establishing protocols
and procedures for meeting all the criteria for meeting together safely. As we all know, without a vaccine, adequate testing, and significant reduction of
overall infections, we will not be able to meet
together like we have been accustomed, and that
“reentry” will be a long process. We already have
some of the practices in place, but there are supplies
to acquire, cleaning to be done, and practices to put
in place. It is sure to be awkward and even foreign
at first, but, considering the demographics of our
congregation, we want to proceed conscientiously
and deliberately.
5.
We are grateful for our staff and all the
work they do to enrich our worship and community
life. As we stated last month, we are able to and
will continue to pay staff salaries. We recognize
that their schedules are disrupted, normal duties and
tasks are changed, and hours worked are irregular
compared to before the pandemic, but we know,
too, they are working hard to support us in our ministries and nurturing us in our faith. The Vestry will
continue to monitor our financial situation and
review this policy on a monthly basis.
As always, the Vestry welcomes your input,
observations, ideas, and concerns. We know you
are praying for us and for this we are grateful.

ROGATION SUNDAY – MAY 17
“Rogation” is connected to the Latin word for
“asking,” and refers to a traditional time of praying
for agriculture. Customarily celebrated on the
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the Sixth
Sunday in Easter, Rogation services have been a
time to pray for planting and for those working with
the land.
In rural areas, many people bless the elements
used in farming, the fields, the seeds and their
animals. In urban areas a blessing of gardens and
local businesses can be done.
Rogation Days originated in Vienne, France,in
the fifth century when Bishop Mamertus introduced
days of fasting and prayer to ward off a threatened
disaster. In England they were associated with the
blessing of the fields at planting. The vicar “beat
the bounds” of the parish processing around the
fields reciting psalms and the litany. In the United
States, Rogation Days have been associated with
rural life and with agriculture and fishing.
(Internet information: Rogation)

VESTRY BOARD COMPLETE
At its May 12 Vestry Meeting via Zoom, the
Vestry board was completed with the selection of
Liaison leaders. The complete Vestry Board
follows:
+Senior Warden: Dan Mullene
+Junior Warden, People’s: Carrie Cone
+Junior Warden, Bldgs & Ground: Phil McClelland
+Clerk: Jan Skidmore
+Treasurer: Maryellen Young
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Liaison Leaders
+Worship: Carrie Cone
+Faith Formation: Susan Hanson
+Buildings & Grounds: Phil McClelland
+Communications: Cyndi Jacobson
+Finance: Dan Mullene
+Fellowship: Steve Forsythe
+Outreach: Carol Gordon & Emily Goergen
+Stewardship: Shirley Clark
+Pastoral Care: Martha Philippoff
Liaison leaders are not intended to perform all
the tasks in these various ministries, but to
coordinate with ministry leaders, parishioners and
other Vestry members and parishioners on
accomplishing ministries; i.e., Prayer Chain, Adult
Education, Finance, Pastoral Care, etc. If you have
questions on any of these ministry areas, the liaison
leader is one point of contact.

because of our good actions, then when God’s face
seems hidden from us, we can do something about
it.
Such thinking pushes the grace of God and the
work of Christ right out of the picture. If we believe
God punishes our sins by sending earthly
adversities, it’s a short step to believing we can save
ourselves through our own actions. But the truth is
that I am saved by the grace of God, not by my own
actions. I can’t do anything to make that door open
and close, no matter how many buttons I push,
because it is always open – we are never closed off
from God’s grace.

Thankfulness
Forgive me, Lord, for a mind
that turns so readily to weigh my troubles,
so seldom to count my blessings.
Teach me the practice of recollection
the habit of thankfulness,
the art of praise.
And may I deal as generously with others
as You deal with me;
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Forward Movement Family Prayers

THE ILLUSION OF “IN CONTROL”
If the past weeks have taught us anything at all, it
is that we mortals are not in control, never have
been and never will be. The following excerpt
continues the collection of past Forward Day by
Day meditations – year and author unknown.
Psalm 30: You, Lord, with your favor, made me as
strong as the mountains. Then you hid your face,
and I was filled with fear.
When I get on an elevator alone, I repeatedly
push the “Door Close” button. I doubt that it does
much to get me going any sooner, but I like that
illusion of conrol.
That desire for control also comes into play
when we believe that God visits disaster upon us to
punish us for our sins. That stance, though
frightening, allows us to cling to the thought that we
have some control. If we believe God favors us
nd

DISRUPTION
(Excerpts from Episcopal Café, Power of Disruption
By Charles LaFond, Episcopal Priest)

Disruption: disturbance or problems which interrupt an event, activity or process.
World history reveals many past disruptions –
natural disasters, wars, floods, famines, hurricanes,
accidents, etc. Disruption can be a good thing
because it produces an alert, it wakes us up. The
Star of Bethlehem wakes us up to Advent, a time of
awake-ness.
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Occasional disruption can be a good thing. This
is well known by shepherds. The shepherd watches
the sheep. When a sheep or ram gets too close to
something dangerous or wanders too far off, the
shepherd uses the strip of leather around his wrist –
the slingshot – picks up a stone and with amazing
accuracy flings the stone hundreds of feet across the
herd and hits the ground an inch away from the
wandering sheep’s nose.
The stone does not hit the sheep. The stone hits
the ground and startles the sheep. She stops eating
grass, looks up and looks around. In this deliberate
disruption, the sheep realizes she is too far from the
flock or in danger and wanders back to the flock,
the shepherd and safety.
The current coronavirus shelter-in-place has been
just such a disruption on a world-wide basis. It has
stopped our routines, cost many their jobs, ended
most travel. It has caused us to sit up and look
around, reconsider our priorities and evaluate what
we each consider “essential.” Hopefully, we are
noticing things we never had the time or took the
time to notice.
This disruption that has come into our lives is
making us realize how precious friends and loved
ones are. Some of us are rediscovering authors,
poets, music, walking around our neighborhoods
and venturing into the world of technology so we
can connect with our church, its services and parishioners – via Facebook and Zoom.

MAY 24 – EASTER SEVEN
From Psalm 68: “…let the righteous be glad and
rejoice before God; let them be merry and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name….” Being a
faithful steward does not mean we need always to
be serious and bowed down with the weight of our
own or the world’s problems. God loves music, and
joy, and all those things that create full and thankful
hearts in the children so dear to Him. Make it part
of your daily discipline to find at least one thing in
which you can truly rejoice!

LESSON READINGS
MAY 17 – EASTER SIX
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:7-18
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
MAY 24 – EASTER SEVEN
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
MAY 17 – EASTER SIX
“…that we, loving you in all things above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we
can desire…” Laying our lives in God’s hands and
trusting His plans for us will provide blessings far
above anything the world or other people can offer.
But laying our lives in His hands is not passive. We
need to study, pray, give and be an active Christian
community participant and servant to others to fully
obtain those promises.
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