
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

The middle two weeks of Advent are always devoted to John the Baptist.  Since we 
are still talking about “getting ready for Christmas,” and most children know that 
Christmas is the day Jesus was born, this arrangement of material can be very 
confusing to them.  They are likely to think that John’s ministry preceded Jesus’s 
by many years—that John foretold Jesus’s coming in the sense of foretelling his 
birth.  In fact, as we learn this week, Jesus had already been born and grown up 
when John began his public ministry, and this week we read about them both. 

John is in prison.  He had been proclaiming the coming Kingdom, and had named 
Jesus as its Messiah.  Now, lying in Herod’s dungeon, he isn’t so sure.  In his 
gloom and doubt he sends to Jesus, “Are you the one who is coming, or do we 
look for another?” And Jesus puts on this incredible show for John’s messengers:  
the lame walk, the blind see, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 

and the poor have the Gospel preached to them.  The Kingdom is exploding all over 
the place like firecrackers, but John can’t see any of it.  He has to take it all on 
faith. 

Ask your child how it would feel to be John.  Something terribly exciting is 
beginning, and you want to be part of it, but you can’t be there:  not only that, 
but you are having a hard time believing that it’s really happening at all, or even 
caring.  Are you angry?  Sad?  Lonely?  How do you feel when the messengers 
come back with the news from Jesus?  Happy?  Jealous?  Do you wonder if they are 
telling the truth?  Do you sit down and try to figure out what God is doing and 
whether you any longer have a place in it? 

As we come close to Christmas Day, we need to be sensitive to those among us 
who may be feeling like John:  people who look around them at everybody getting 
all happy and excited about the season, but who themselves feel as if they are at 
the bottom of a hole and will never get out.  Holiday seasons are especially hard 
for people who have recently suffered a serious loss.  Perhaps you or your child can 
be messengers of hope this Christmas season. 
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