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                                               December 2, 2022 

 

SUNDAY – December 4 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

10:30am, Sunday Eucharist on Facebook/YouTube 

8:00 & 10:30am, In-person, Indoor Services for those     

        fully vaccinated  

9:15am, Adult Bible study, Annex & Zoom – Class is 

       continuing their study of Isaiah    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNb

mk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 4599 2628           Passcode: SeekFirst 

2:00-5:00pm, Templo Emanuel, Sanctuary/Parish Hall 

NOTE: No Facebook account?  Watch the Sunday service       

            on YouTube or later as a video on Facebook  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

12/3    10:00-4:00pm, Bake Sale Fundraiser, Parish Hall 

12/4    Bake Sale Fundraiser continues after services 

12/5    8:00am-2:00pm, Private Event, Parish Hall 

          7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Parish Hall 

12/7    6:00pm, Evening Prayer, Facebook 

12/8    7:00-9:00pm, Templo Emanuel, Sanctuary 

12/9    7:00-8:30pm, Templo Emanuel, Sanctuary 

12/10  10:00am-12:00pm, Food Drive 

           10:30-2:00pm, ECW Christmas Party 

 
A PRAYER FOR 2

ND
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Father, prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth joyfully! 

We thank you for faithfully doing what you promised long 

ago when you sent your Son to earth so that we might have 

the chance to become part of your family. Let the promise of 

your second coming inspire us to live with hope and 

purpose. 

     As we wait for your plan to unfold, give us the patience 

we need. Remind us of the peace we can access when we 

take time to still ourselves before you and remember that 

you are God. We thank you that you are both sovereign and 

gracious. (crosswalk.com) 

 

NOTE:  See back page of ATP for information about 

              an APP to put the church directory on your       

              phone. 

 

                             

                                     Fr. Greg Peters 

I’ve been thinking about how our two girls came into 

our lives.   

     Hanni’s advent was pretty normal.  We had 

advanced warning, eight months or so.  We moved 

furniture around; gathered supplies; thought up, 

debated, and decided upon possible names; consulted 

experts (the mothers and fathers around us and many 

authors); painted and cleaned what would be the 

nursery.  There were regular visits to doctors and 

midwives.  Erika and my Mother knit beautiful hats, 

mittens, and socks for this child who would be born in 

winter.  Fritz and I built a dresser/changing table and 

crib.   

     There was a timeline and a fairly specific end date.  

It was an intense but paced time.  Pregnancy and birth 

progressed as they were expected to. 

     Sarah’s advent was normal too, I guess, just not 

what we knew from Hanni’s.  There were many 

meetings with the adoption agency; home visits by our 

adoption agent and then a social worker (to make sure 

we would be good parents) which were fine, but also 

intimidating (what if they didn’t think we are good 

parents? what if our home wasn’t good enough?); 

background checks; questions about finance, our 

relationship, our parenting style, discipline; lots and 

lots of paperwork; a “Dear Birthparent” letter which 

served as an introduction and a sales pitch (pick us, 

pick us, we’ll be good parents to your child and make 

sure you are part of their life).   

     And then there was the waiting.  There was no 

timeline.  Just waiting.  Adoption progressed as it often 

does 
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Then, over a year later, in the midst of great self-doubt, 

we received the call from the adoption agent.  “There is 

a baby girl waiting for you to come and pick her up.  

She’s in a hospital in a town 8 hours away.  When will 

you get here?  Her birth parents are waiting to meet 

you.”   

     Nothing was ready.  Every baby thing was carefully 

stored in the attic.  There was no nest.  The crib was 

dismantled and stored in the basement.  No travel 

clothes packed.  There was an intense flurry of packing 

for the trip, emptying the attic, hurriedly finding 

immediate feeding, clothing, and cleaning necessities, 

cancelling work plans, and interminably waiting for 

Hanni to get home from kindergarten.  Eight months 

compressed into a few hours. 

     Advents are like both of these scenarios.  The long-

expected births and the sudden, planned for, but still 

unexpected, appearings.  We are preparing for Jesus’ 

birth, the first Advent, and preparing our whole lives 

long for Jesus’ coming, the second Advent.  Both are 

all mixed up, one with the other – just like the rest of 

life:  births and deaths; baptisms and funerals; the Holy 

Eucharist’s thanksgiving for new, whole, recreated life 

in the context of self-denial, sacrifice, and execution; 

all celebrations of great joy and deep sorrow.  The 

greater the joy, the deeper the sorrow. 

     I imagine that Mary and Joseph had similar 

experiences.  The steady growth of the new life within 

her.  The getting ready, however complicated that was 

(and there is always some kind of complication).  The 

joy that “will pierce your heart.” 

     I imagine that God has similar experiences.  The 

long waiting, hoping, praying, uncertainty, even doubt; 

waiting for us to accept the divine call to the new life 

of love, the renewed life of self-sacrifice, self-giving, 

and reconciliation.  The sudden call that we are ready 

and willing to be adopted into the household of God.  

Broken-hearted waiting transfigured into indescribable 

joy.  

     With all of our preparations, advents still come 

upon us as transformationally, life upending, and 

unexpectedly as ever.  Prepare as best you can.  

  

 

Here’s an Advent resource 

“Unsettling Advent,” I came across this online Advent 

meditation series recently.  And offer it to you.  It’s a 

sober, clear-eyed look at the world around us seen 

through the perspective of the Gospel (the world our 

Savior was born into and the world he still comes to in 

and through his body, our bodies, all bodies).  No 

Santa’s so far; no cherubic visitations either. .   

 

Here’s the link to it:  https://advent.wordandway.org/  
 

 

 

Be sure to join us this Sunday, December 4, for a visit 
from our wonderful musician, John Lehrack.  John 
will be providing the music at both services.  What a 
treat to have him back with us again even for a brief 
visit. 

 

 

 

BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER 

On Saturday, December 3, the Hospitality to the 

Community Committee is having a bake sale from 

10:00am-4:00pm. It has been announced there will be 

jams and other “jarred” items for sale as well as baked 

goodies. 

     The funds will benefit the Hospitality to the 

Community with their Easter Egg Hunt and other 

activities to benefit and include our local community. 

     The sale will continue after church services on 

Sunday, December 4.  Come on Saturday when the 

choices are at their best. 

 

 

Please be sure to remember our coming Food Bank 

Drive on Saturday, December 10, from 10:00am-

2:00pm.  Lee Forsberg and his faithful crew will be 

here to greet those donating non-perishable foods for 

the benefit of our neighbors and local community.  We 

all know the drill – canned vegetables, fruits, beans, 

tuna, chicken, chili, Spaghetti-Os, peanut butter, jam, 

etc.  This is a great time to add flour and/or sugar to the 

list for those who wish to do a little baking for their 

family.  It’s that time of year! 

     Invite your family, friends and neighbors to join us 

in our efforts to help provide food for the many people 

who are in need today.  The neighbors in our church 

area have been very generous also and have helped so 

much in getting food for the food bank.  

      Let us continue to do God’s work by helping our 

community.  “Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of 

the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 

 

 

https://advent.wordandway.org/
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ECW CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Join the ladies of St. Alban’s on Saturday, December 

10, from 10:30am-12:00pm, to celebrate the coming 

Christmas holidays.  We gather for fun and fellowship,  

enjoy some coffee/tea and goodies.  There will be a gift 

exchange of $10 wrapped gifts.  We also invite you to 

think about a favorite Christmas memory or story to 

share with the group. 

 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

Flower decorations to beautify our 

Sanctuary for Christmas services are 

possible due to the generosity of parishioners who 

donate to St. Monica’s flower fund.  If you would like 

to contribute, please use the flower donation envelope 

in the pew.  Mark your cash or check “Christmas 

Flowers,” include your dedication (in memory, 

thanksgiving or for special occasion) and place the 

envelope in the collection plate, mail to church or drop 

off.  Dedications after December 11 may not be in time 

for bulletins, but gladly accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHASE LAKE GIFT CARDS 

It has been our custom for quite a few years to 

contribute $25 gift cards for students and their families 

at Chase Lake Community School.  Gift cards can be 

from Fred Meyer, Winco or Walmart.  Jim Nichols 

initiated this program, and we continue it in his honor. 

     To help these families celebrate Christmas, please 

 label your gift cards with “Chase Lake” and place 

them in the offering plate, through the mail slot in Fr. 

Greg’s office door or mail to the church.  If you prefer 

to contribute cash or checks, please designate “Chase 

Lake.”  We will write one check to Chase Lake’s  

PTSA so they can purchase needed items. 

    

 Please have your donations to church by Sunday, 

December 11.  (School is out for the winter break on 

December 16.)  Thank you for your generosity.   

 

 

 
 

LYNNWOOD TEEN SUPPORTS FOSTER KIDS 

     Skyler MacKay is an amazing 14-year-old Boy 

Scout who is collecting toys for kids coming into foster 

care as his Eagle Scout project. 

     Skyler went into foster care at four days of age, was 

adopted into an unsafe home and returned to foster care 

at age six.  That’s when his mom Lisa MacKay took 

him in and eventually adopted him.  Skyler is using his 

childhood experience to help other foster kids. 

     “I’m working on my Eagle Scout project, collecting 

at least 1,000 toys for children coming into foster care 

in our community,” says Skyler, a member of 

Lynnwood based Troop 49.   “So often, they only have 

the clothes on their backs and nothing else.  It’s 

important to me because I know first-hand how hard it 

is to lose everything.” 

     Skyler is more than half-way to his goal with 

around 630 toys that have been purchased and then 

donated to local offices of Child Protective Services.   

He is looking for toys for all ages, not just cute things 

for a baby or toddler, but gifts for older kids also.  His 

biggest needs right now are for more Lego sets, as well 

as art supplies.   

     There is a Go Fund Me Skyler MacKay site where 

contributions can be made to help this Eagle Scout 

candidate’s goal.  What an inspiration and shining 

example he is to all of us– young and old alike. 
(See complete article at …. 

https://lynnwoodtoday.com/lynnwood-teen-supports-foster-

kids-with-eagle-scout-project/ 

 

 

At this Christmas time when Christ comes, will He 

find a warm heart?  Mark the season of Advent by 

loving and serving others with God’s own love and 

concern. 

                         St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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ABUNDANCE: AN ADVENT REFLECTION  

The liminal space of Advent asks much of us. It is an 

existential tension between darkness and light, waiting 

and receiving, not having and having. We are asked to 

step into a memory we have never had as modern 

Christians – that time before the plan of salvation was 

incarnate in the Son of God; and we are asked to step 

into a miracle we can hardly fathom – the birth of a 

child, heralded by an angel and crowned as king, an 

outcast even before he was born. Advent is full of 

dichotomy. 

     As we travel through this short season we journey 

with the very sun. In the Northern Hemisphere we note 

the amount of light in the day lessens dramatically, the 

air around us cools, nature responds with starkness 

where once there was lush green. Change is so 

perceptible that it surprises us, no matter how many 

times we have experienced this season of waiting. 

     In such a time of change, we might look for what is 

constant, what is comfort. We seek the ideas, patterns, 

and moments that anchor us, that remind us that we 

have been here before and we will move through this 

again. We take stock of what roots us in our lives. 

     Many of us look to family at this time of year. Some 

of us focus on what is to come. In Church we learn of 

the story of our salvation, and the plans in place to 

bring everything into its completion. Through all of 

this we rely on the promise God made to God’s people, 

a promise of abundance so spectacular that it can only 

come from an extravagant, generous God. A God who 

will lend us a piece of Their divinity in the humanity  

of flesh like ours. We are rooted in abundance. We are 

people of Advent Hope.  

 

 

 

 

To members of St. Alban’s, 

     We are so grateful for your ongoing support and 

holding good drives.  The need in our community 

remains high, and it makes a huge difference to have 

your support.  Last week we served over 600 families. 

     Thank you, 

     The Edmond Food Bank Team 

 

 

 
                                    From Dave Wilson 

An Airbus 380 is on its way across the Atlantic.  It flies 

consistently at 800 km/h at 30,000 feet, when suddenly 

a Eurofighter with a Tempo Mach 2 appears.   

     The pilot of the fighter jet slows down, flies 

alongside the Airbus and greets the pilot of the 

passenger plane by radio:  “Airbus, boring flight, isn’t 

it?  Now have a look here!”  He rolls his jet on its back, 

accelerates, breaks through the sound barrier, rises 

rapidly to a dizzying height, and then sweeps down 

almost to sea level in a breathtaking dive.  He loops 

back next to the Airbus and asks, “Well, how was 

that?” 

     The Airbus pilot answers:  “Very impressive but 

watch this!”  The jet pilot watches the Airbus, but 

nothing happens.  It continues to fly straight at the 

same speed.  After 15 minutes, the Airbus pilot radios, 

“Well, how was that?” 

     Confused, the jet pilot asks, “What did you do?”  

The Airbus pilot laughs and says, “I got up, stretched 

my legs, walked to the back of the aircraft to use the 

washroom, then got a cup of coffee and a chocolate 

fudge pastry.” 

     The moral of the story is:  When you’re young, 

speed and adrenaline seem to be great.  But as you get 

older and wiser, you learn that comfort and peace are 

more important. 

 

 

FROM THE READER BOARD 

    Lee Forsberg 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

DECEMBER 4 – ADVENT 2 

An Old Testament lesson says in part:  ”The spirit of 

the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding…the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord.”  How can we better seek those spirits than  
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by daily prayer, scripture reading, study and sharing 

with others?  We need to search on a daily basis to 

discern just what God is asking of us in return for all 

He has given. 

 

DECEMBER 11 – ADVENT 3 

Because of this week’s Collect, some call Advent III 

“stir-up” Sunday.  As stewards, how do we seek to be 

stirred up so we may faithfully respond to God’s will 

for us in this journey of life we travel?  What are the 

tools we use so we might be fashioned into the bread 

and nourishment God wants not only for us, but for us 

to share with other? 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

DECEMBER 4 -- ADVENT 2 

Isaiah 11;1-10 

Psalm 71:1-7,18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Collect for Advent 2 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets 

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 

salvation:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 

of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 

 

DECEMBER 11 – 3 ADVENT 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146:4-9 or Canticle 3 (Luke 1:46-55) or 

    Canticle 15 (Luke 1:46-55) 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

 

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 

                Friday               10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible 

exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:  
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  

      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Wear a mask.   

     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call Greg     

     Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506. 

 

  

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS 
1st week—Food Bank 

2nd week—Discretionary Fund 

3rd week – Outreach   

4th week—Ukraine Refugee Offering 

5
th

 Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD) 

 
 

GREG’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm, Home 

Wednesday Church Office – 10:00am – 2:00 pm 

(Available by appointment) 
Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 

Cell:  206-778-1506 

SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm 

(Available by appointment) 

 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

Please continue donations and pledges by: 

   *Place donation in plate or basket at entrance to Sanctuary     

     before the start of the service. 

   *Mail check – 21405 82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA  98026 

   *Drop off through slot in Fr. Greg’s door. 

   *Bank Bill Pay – have bank send check to St. Alban’s. 

   *Online, go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on 

        “Donate Now.” 

 

 

PRAYER MINISTRIES  
Contact Sheilah Reidburn at sheilahreidburn@comcast.net    

    or 425-745-1390 

Prayers of the People: 
   Prayers of the People used during the Sunday worship.     

Prayer Chain: 
   About a dozen people pray regularly for members of the    

   congregation or other friends and relatives as requested.  

Prayer Shawls: 
   Prayer shawls are available for those in need of comfort   

   during challenging times.    
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CHURCH DIRECTORY APP FOR PHONE 

                                              By Harvey Smith 

 

One benefit offered by INSTANT CHURCH 

DIRECTORY is the company has provided the 

technology that’s helped us create the new Member's 

Directory, is an “App” that puts the Directory on your 

phone.  Following are the STEPS you will need to  

take to get the APP if you want.   

STEP 1: 

     Read all of the STEPS to make sure you know how 

to do everything. Also, make sure you have the email 

address that’s in the printed Directory and you’re sure 

you know it’s the one used to send and receive emails 

from St. Alban’s and other members of the 

congregation.  Finally, it’s easier to do if your 

computer is handy so you don’t have to leave the APP 

on your phone when you need to view and respond to 

an email verifying that you're a St. Alban’s member.  

STEP 2:  

     Using your iPhone or Android Phone, “download" 

the APP by doing the following:  iPhone users go to 

the APP STORE and select “search."  Then type in 

INSTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY.  When the APP 

is visible on your phone’s screen, push the 

download/open button.  Android users, go to GOOGLE 

PLAY, select “search" and type in INSTANT 

CHURCH DIRECTORY.  When the APP is visible on 

your phone’s screen, push the download/open button.  

STEP 3:  

     Click “Create Log In.” In the “email” field, type in 

the email address that’s in the printed Directory 

and you’re sure is the one you send and receive emails 

from St. Alban’s and/or other members.  After typing 

in your email address, create a PASSWORD (I know 

this is a pain in the elbow, but it must be done).  Make 

sure your password has at least 8 characters with 2 of 

the characters being your choice of a  capital letter, 

symbol (&, %, $, etc.), or a number.  Here are 4 

examples: 

1.  Stalban1 (8 characters with a capital and a 

number); 

2. church1$ (8 characters with a number and a 

symbol; 

3. Stalbans& (9 characters with a capital and a 

symbol);  

4. Asmanyasyouwant@ (16 characters with a 

capital and a symbol. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

STEP FOUR:  

     When told to check your email, go to your in-box 

and open the email and “Verify.”  

THE LAST STEP:  

     Now you can go back to the APP and push the 

”families” button to scroll through the pictures or use 

the ABC box to more quickly get to who you want to 

locate.  Clicking on the picture takes you to phone 

numbers, email addresses, and mailing addresses.  You 

can even send emails directly by clicking on the email 

address.  

     If you want help in doing any of these steps, I will 

be available between the first and second services or 

during the “coffee hour.”   

 

P.S. THOSE WHO RECEIVED AN EMAIL FROM 

ME SEVERAL WEEKS AGO WITH A COPY OF 

THE PHOTO THAT’S IN THE DIRECTORY ARE 

REMINDED THAT, IF YOU LIKE THE PHOTO, 

YOU CAN USE IT TO SEND TO FRIENDS, 

FAMILY, OR WHOEVER AS A CHRISTMAS GIFT.  

 

 

 
 

 


