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AROUND THE PARISH 
October 29, 2021 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community, 

committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am 

10/31    8:00 & 10:30am, In-person, Indoor Services         

            for those fully vaccinated.  

10/31   Adult Bible Study, 9:15am, Annex & Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86545992628?pwd=d08vTmZNb

mk1SW1PUXFybmdpMXNYdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 4599 2628           Passcode: SeekFirst 

10/31   “Creatures” Outdoor Blessing, 12:00-12:30pm 

10/31   Zoom Coffee Hour, 12:00pm   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85664979605?pwd=aEFjOHkye

HkwSEJQQXY1UjBCSElJZz09 

Meeting ID: 856 6497 9605       Passcode  Coffee 

10/31  Templo Emanuel, 2:00-5:00pm 

NOTE:  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you  can     

      watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a  

      video on the Facebook link. 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

11/1   All Saints’ Day Evening Prayer, 7:00pm, Facebook  

            Boy Scouts, 7:00pm, Parish Hall 

11/3     Evening Prayer 6:00pm, Facebook        

11/4     Way of Love, 1:30-3:00pm, PH 

           Templo Emanuel, 7:00-9:00pm, Sanctuary 

11/5    Templo Emanuel, 7:00-8:30pm, Annex 

11/17  Evening Prayer, Soup Supper, Program 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 
Please continue donations and pledges by: 

Mail check to church  

 21405-82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026     

 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

 to St. Alban’s 

 Online go to  www.StAlbansEdmonds.org   

 and click on “Donate Now.” 

PLEASE NOTE:    There will be changes in ATP 
publication dates for the next two weeks: 

ATP will be published next Friday, October 29, contrary to 
the “fifth week off” schedule. 

There will not be an ATP on Friday, November 5.  After 
that date, our regular publication schedule will resume. 

 
                                   Fr. Greg Peters 

     It’s All Hallow’s Eve this Sunday, the eve of All 

Saints, the day we remember the blessed ones who 

have gone before us, who are now in the presence of 

God, in continual fellowship with Jesus and bathed in 

light. 

     We honor the saints, great and small, famous and 

unknown, for their witness and ministries in their times 

and places, and pray that we might have the grace and 

wisdom to witness God’s loving mercy among the 

people we have been called to minster to.  

     Halloween, though, is also a challenge for many of 

us.  There are dark things, both real and imagined, that 

literally and figuratively haunt us and our world.  To 

say that these things don’t exist seems naïve.  Simply 

in the created universe, there are things which we can 

neither understand nor perceive.  There are things of 

the human psychology, psyche, and the projections and 

machinations of human minds, that can be equally 

incomprehensible, unintelligible, and inexplicable.   

     Some of the things we do are downright evil.  But 

Halloween is not really about evil.  It may be about 

incomprehensible things, but it is not about evil.   

     One source of this celebration comes from the 

Celts, particularly from the Irish.  For the pre-Christian 

Celts, this time of year, halfway between the Autumnal 

Equinox and Winter Solstice was a thin time, when the 

boundary between the living and dead was, well, 

thinner.  The beloved dead were remembered, honored, 

maybe even communicated with.  Maybe, too, it was 

easier for them to communicate with the living.  When 

those Celts converted to Christianity, they brought this 

understanding and these insights into their new faith, 

and enriched the faith for the rest of us.   

     Granted, this time of “communication” with the 

departed can easily conjure up things that are 

unresolved, hurts and harms that had been done and are 

still unhealed, pains and injuries that remain 

unreconciled.  It is not difficult to perceive these as the 

ghosts and specters that still haunt.  Some of these 

things occasionally wake me up in the middle of the 

night.  Some griefs remain. 
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     All this brings to mind two things from our 

liturgies.  The first is from the Nicene Creed, “We 

believe in God . . . Creator of heaven and earth, of 

things seen and unseen, known and unknown.”  There 

are simply things which we will never fully perceive or 

fully understand, but that are still created by God.  

They, like us, are created for God’s good pleasure.  

They, like us, are created to praise God in their own 

ways.  And they, like us, are looked upon by God as 

good, very good.  In God’s eyes, they are good, even if 

we do not yet understand them, even if we fear them. 

  The second is from the Confession, “things done and 

left undone.”  We know there are things which we 

ought not to have done, things we have said which we 

ought not to have said.  Human beings do these things.  

And when these things happened with those who have 

died, we are left with the pain of unreconciliation.  We 

are not whole; there is a kind of darkness remaining 

within us. 

     I take heart, though, in this prayer from the Psalms 

that is part of Evening Prayer.   

     If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the 

light around me turn to night," darkness is not dark to 

you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness 

and light to you are both alike.    Psalm 139:10-11 

     God created both the darkness and the light.  God 

abides both in darkness and light.  In God both the 

dead and the living are alive.  Jesus in ministering to 

those dwelling in the darkest parts of the human 

condition redeemed them.  Even the darkest part of 

humanity is not dark to God.  God in Jesus redeemed 

the whole of creation, reconciled the world to God and 

God to the world.  Because God created all things in 

goodness, all the creation, the past, the present, and all 

that is yet to come, dwells in God’s reconciled eternity. 

     Happy and Blessed Halloween! 

 
   Sunday, October 31, is an important day in the 

church – it’s the Eve of All Saints’ Day and is All 

Hallows Eve now known as Halloween.  It’s a time to 

remember the faithful departed, both great and small.  

     You are invited to bring a photograph or a 

momento to church in memory of loved ones and 

place them on the altar for a blessing by Fr. Greg. 

     On Monday, November 1, we will commemorate 

All Saints’ Day with Evening Prayer at 7:00pm on 

Facebook. 

                   

OCTOBER 23 FOOD BANK REPORT 

                                          Lee Forsberg 

     According to Lee Forsberg, our Food Drive leader 

extraordinaire, “You people are wonderful!!  Today, 

you did God’s work to help so many people, and you 

are being smiled upon from above.”  

      Saturday’s collection resulted in almost 1,000 

pounds of food and $328 in money donations.  This 

total was equal to our usual contributions despite 

weather that threatened all day.   

     Your donations and those from our neighbors will 

be a blessing to many who find themselves in need of 

food assistance.  Thanks to each and every one of you. 

     Lee also notes that there were many food 

donations already in the Parish Hall on Saturday 

morning, dropped off by parishioners.  This is a great 

way to help too – bring a few items each week to add 

to the food drive itself.   

 

 

THANKS TO OUR SCOUT TROOP 300 

     Also at work at St. Alban’s on Saturday, October 

23, was our Boy Scout Troop 300.  Along with 

parents, there were 25-30 volunteers cleaning up the 

church grounds for about four hours.  This is a great 

help in our efforts to keep our property not only 

looking good, but also inviting for our guests and 

those who share our facilities.  

 

 
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect 

gift, is from above.” 
                                                                       …James 1:17 NSVR                                                                                                                      

The Gift of Love In Action 

     A scribe approaches Jesus with a sincere question, 

“Which commandment is the first of all?”   The 

response is a call to action – “love God with all your 

heart, soul, mind, and strength and love your neighbor 

as you would yourself”. That “all-in” kind of love for 

God and agape love for our neighbor is foundational to 

our stewardship efforts. It requires faithfulness, 

inclusion and commitment to something bigger than 

self. In what ways is God calling you to care for your 

neighbor and your community? 
       Almighty God, whose loving hand hath given us 
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all that we possess: Grant us grace that we may 

honor thee with our substance, and, remembering the 

account which we must one day give, may be faithful 

stewards of thy bounty, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
For the Right Use of God's Gifts (BCP 827) 

 

 

 

PLEDGE INGATHERING -NOVEMBER 7 

     The Ingathering offering of our gifts to God will be 

on Sunday, November 7, at both services.  Pledge 

cards and a thanksgiving card have been mailed to 

parishioners’ homes.  The thanksgiving card is for you 

to share the gifts for which you are thankful and 

return it to church with your pledge card. 

     We  invite you to bring your pledge and 

thanksgiving cards to church on November 7 and 

present them as part of this special ingathering. They 

will be lifted up to God and blessed by Fr. Greg.   In 

the event you forget to bring them, blank cards will be 

available for your use.  Or you can mail your cards to 

the church, put them through the mail slot in Fr. 

Greg’s door or bring them the following Sunday.   We 

would appreciate receiving your pledge on or before 

November 14. 

     As a reminder, all pledges are an intention of 

giving, but if circumstances change, please feel free to 

change your pledge. 

 
JIM NICHOLS MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS 

GIFT CARDS FOR CHASE LAKE 

     For many years now Jim Nichols has championed 

the Chase Lake Christmas Gift Card donation.  We are 

continuing that tradition is his memory.  You can help 

by donating  $25 gift cards to Winco, Fred Meyer or 

Walmart by Sunday, November 28th.   

     The easiest way to make this donation is for 

individuals to buy the gift cards because of challenges 

with purchasing multiple gift cards due to store 

restrictions.  You can put the gift cards in the offering 

plate or through the mail slot in Fr. Greg’s office 

door.  If you would prefer, cash can be donated—

designate Chase Lake.  We will then write a check to 

the Chase Lake PTSA so they can purchase needed 

items. 

 

The COP26 Climate Change Meetings will be held 

from October 31 to November 12.  The document 

referenced in the article below identifies the Policy 

Priorities for 26
th
 Conference of Parties of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change and what 

the Episcopal Church is doing about these priorities. 

COP26:  CLIMATE CHANGE WORLD-WIDE 

MEETING – GLASGOW, SCOTLAND –  

Message from Rt. Rev. Gregory Rickel 

Dear Ones,  

Many of you know that COP26 stands for "Conference 

of the Parties" and is focused on Climate Change 

across the earth. It is a United Nations gathering and 

our diocese has two official delegates on the Presiding 

Bishop's team, the Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton, 

Trinity, Everett, and Lisa Graumlich, St. Mark's 

Cathedral. Also present will be John Kydd, Grace 

Church, Bainbridge Island, as the head of our Climate 

Change Task Force. We are so blessed to have them all 

engaged with this. There are many ways you can 

watch, participate, etc.  You will find most of what you 

need in this document.  

This is a global multifaith event. The livestream is to 

be found at  (tiny.cc/COP26VigilLive). That all begins 

at 7:00 am this Sunday. Please consider sharing this 

opportunity with others and attending for any amount 

of time to lend your blessing. We are all in this 

together.   

Blessings  
+Greg 

 

 

FORWARD DAY BY DAY 

The newest issue of Forward Day by Day starting 

November 1
st
 is now available in the Parish Hall.  

Please pick up your complimentary issue.  If you need 

to have this booklet mailed to you, please contact the 
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Parish Office.  A few copies are available in the box 

next to the door at the east end of the building. 

     Forward Day by Day is a booklet of daily 

inspirational meditations reflecting on a specific Bible 

passage, chosen from the daily lectionary readings as 

listed in the Revised Common Lectionary or the Daily 

Office from the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common 

Prayer. 
 

        BEING A CHRISTIAN       
      IS LIKE BEING A    
       PUMPKIN 

God picks you from the patch and brings you    
in.   (John 15:16) 

Then He washes all the dirt off of you.            
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

He opens you up and scoops out all the yucky 
stuff.  He removes the seeds of doubt, fear, 
hate and greed.  (Romans 6:6) 

He carves you a new smiling face.  (Psalm 
71:23) 

And He puts his light inside of you to shine for 
all the world to see.  (Matthew 5:16) 

(Above clipping found on church bulletin board.) 

 

 

SIMON AND JUDE – APOSTLES 

Christian tradition has long associated these two 

apostles with one another.  They may have traveled 

and worked together.  Historically speaking, we know 

very little about Jude and less about Simon. 

     Jude, in modernn times, has enjoyued a marvelous 

reputation as a patron of lost or desperate causes.  He 

was, presumably, the author of the New Testament 

Epistle which bears his name.  In that case, he was a 

man with some skill in verbal expression.  His happy 

phrase, “contend for the faith, once for all delivered to 

the saints,” is one which has certainly endured and 

been much quoted.  The last two verses of that Epistle 

are an unforgettable doxology.      

      Simon is called a “Zealot” in Holy Scripture, but it 

is difficult to determine just what that meant.  There  

were many Zealot groups in Jewish history, most of 

them obscure, and they were not all alike by any  

means.  A strong and old Eastern tradition holds that 

Simon and Jude were apostles to Persia.  If this is true, 

it explains, to some extent, our lack of historical 

information on them and also why they are usually put 

together. 
                    (Forward Movement, Calendar of Saints) 

 

 

DAY-BY-DAY REFLECTIONS  

The following reflection is from Forward Movement’s 

Forward Through the Year Publication.  The Author is 

unknown. 

Luke 10:42 – Mary has chosen the better part, which 

will not be taken away from her. 

Jesus loved both Mary and Martha with the same 

outpouring of generosity he showed to all.  And each 

of the sisters responded to him with all she was and all 

she had to give.  Busy, bustling Martha, scrubbing and 

polishing, slaving over a hot stove to make something 

special for the beloved guest.  Mary, rather quiet,  

rather withdrawn, offering him her whole attention, 

listening and absorbing his words, watching his face. 

     Jesus accepted the offerings of both natures, and it 

wouldn’t have occurred to him, probably, to praise one 

more than the other, for each expressed the reality of 

her own personal style. 

     It was Martha who forced the comparison.  “Here I 

am doing all the work, and there she sits.”  And Jesus, 

gentle and good humored, but firm, made it clear that 

Mary had a part to play in the world – her work of 

contemplation – as legitimate and useful as Martha’s.  

For her, even if not for Martha, it was the better part. 

     The peace and fruitfulness of your life is in being 

fully yourself.              1970 
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FROM THE READER BOARD 

    Lee Forsberg 

 

 

 

                                  From Dave Wilson 

     A little silver haired old lady calls her neighbor and 

says, “Please come over and help me.  I have this killer 

jigsaw puzzle, and I can’t figure out how to get started. 

     Her neighbor asks, “What is it supposed to be when 

it is finished?” 

     The little silver haired old lady says, “According to 

the picture on the box it’s a rooster.” 

     Her neighbor decides to go over and help with the 

puzzle.  She lets him in and shows him where she has 

the puzzle spread all over the table. 

     He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at 

the box, then turns to her and says, “First of all, no 

matter what we do, we’re not going to assemble these 

pieces into anything resembling a rooster.” 

     He takes her hand and says, “Secondly, I want you 

to relax.  Let’s have a nice cup of tea.  And then…” he 

said with a deep sigh,  “Let’s put all of the cornflakes 

back in the box.” 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

OCTOBER 31 – 23 PENTECOST 

The Summary of the law says it all … love God with 

all your heart, mind and soul and your neighbor as 

yourself.  It seems like such an insurmountable task.  

Who could possibly do this adequately?  But as some 

of the 12-Step groups say, “We strive for progress, not 

perfection.”  God knows we can’t possibly completely 

attain these goals, but He is honored and satisfied if our 

efforts are reflected in a life lived in faith, gratitude for 

his gifts, and loving service to others.   

 

 

NOVEMBER 1 – ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

A favorite hymn, often used at All Saints’ Day 

celebrations is #287, “For all the Saints…”  Who are 

the saints now on the “Godward” side of your life who  

encourage you to give thanks, not only for their lives, 

by your examples of loving discipleship, but also by  

your willingness to be ever grateful for all they know 

(and you know) God has given you?  This is our 

particular day to remember all the blessed saints – 

especially those who have gone before us here, having 

served God faithfully in this parish.  They were good 

and diligent stewards – quiet and continually  

supporting His work in many ways while living lives 

of integrity and courage.  May it be yet another of 

God’s gifts for us to join them at the banquet when our 

days here are done.  Let light perpetual shine upon 

them. 

 

NOVEMBER 7 – 24 PENTECOST 

“For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in all  

that she had…”  This is frequently the time when we 

as congregations make our financial commitments to 

the parishes (and, hopefully to the gracious God we 

profess to love) whose programs and ministries we 

want to support.  Just for a moment, imagine what our 

offerings would be if we all faithfully gave from our 

abundance in thanksgiving for our uncountable 

blessings.  As the young often say, it would be truly 

“awesome”!    

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

 

OCTOBER 31 – 23 PENTECOST 

Ruth 1:1-18 

Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 12:28-34 

 

October 31 – Collect 

Almighty and Merciful God, it is only by your gift that 

your faithful people offer you true and laudable 

service:  Grant that we may run without stumbling to 

obtain your heavenly promises, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.    Amen 

 

NOVEMBER 7 – 24 PENTECOST 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

Psalm 127 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 
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GREG’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am – 2:30 pm, Home 

Wednesday Church Office – 10:00am – 2:00 pm 

(Available by appointment) 
Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 

Cell:  206-778-1506 

SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm 

(Available by appointment) 

 

 

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 

                Friday               10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

To maintain social distancing and minimize any possible 

exposures to Covid-19, please observe the following:  
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  

      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make an appointment.   

 Wear a mask.   

     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call Greg 

Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506. 

 

 

YouTube LINK ON WEBSITE 

Because of confusion about how to access 

YouTube on our website, the appearance of the 

link has been changed. The link is still located in the middle 

of the front page of our website, just above the link for the 

Sunday service bulletin.  Below is how it now appears on 

our website.  You can either click on the link or copy and 

paste the link into your browser 

Services are also available on our YouTube Channel—

Please Click Here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_YO1qfoSZfrOP7o_7d7zLw 

 

 

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS 
1st week—Food Bank 

2nd week—Discretionary Fund 

3rd week—Outreach – Everett Gospel Mission 

4th week—Capital Improvements 

5
th

 Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD) 
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