-AROUND THE PARISH
January 29, 2021

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; James led by Eric Hanson.
Link through February
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd
20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour , Link through February
No Coffee hour 1/31 due to Annual Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
watch the Sunday service on YouTube or later as a
video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays--Evening Prayer at 6:00pm: Facebook
1/31 Annual Meeting - 11:45am for Gathering;
Noon for Call to Order
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84028382362?pwd=WWh4
ckdKRkRVZmpCOWNIWk9RankzUT09
Meeting ID 840 2838 2362
Passcode 13121
2-3 6:30pm, Becoming Beloved Community, Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9640 0391 Password: Alban
2/6 Food Drive, 10:00am-2:00pm
2/7 Taizé, 7:00pm, available on website
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online go to www.StAlbansEdmonds.org
and click on “Donate Now.”

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee begins at 12:00pm. To join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, click on “Join A
Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the prompt enter meeting
code and then password (noted above). Next prompt is “Enter
Meeting.” Click on “Join with audio” so you can chime in.
Hope to see you there!
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Fr. Greg Peters

Annual Meeting
Our 2021 Annual Meeting is this Sunday, January 31. The meeting begins promptly at noon, but
the sign-in starts at 11:45. Please join via Zoom as
early as possible to make sure we start on time –
and end on time.
While we will miss out on the brunch and social
aspect of our “normal” Annual Meetings, this virtual meeting will still be a celebration of our accomplishments from the past year and a chance to discuss our focus for the year to come.
Here’s the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84028382362?pwd=W
Wh4ckdKRkRVZmpCOWNIWk9RankzUT09
Candlemas Evening Prayer
This Tuesday, February 2 at 6:00pm, we celebrate Candlemas or the Presentation of our Lord in
the Temple with a special Evening Prayer service.
You’ll remember that we started observing this
in 2019 and that in this service we bless the candles
to be used in worship and the light bulbs to be used
throughout the building. We started celebrating
this in 2019, but the ritual itself goes back to fourthcentury Jerusalem, making it one of the oldest ceremonies of our tradition.
Candlemas celebrates three things. First, the
Purification of Mary after the birth of Jesus. The
Purification rite is in accordance with Leviticus 12.
This rite allows the mother readmittance to the
Temple and to be in contact with holy things. In
effect, the woman is brought back into public and
community life. The family also makes the required sacrifice of a lamb or, if they cannot afford a
lamb, two turtledoves or pigeons. You will note
that Jesus’ family offered birds as a sacrifice; they
were poor.
Second, the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.
This ritual comes from Exodus (13:2 and 22:29),
which requires that the first born be consecrated to
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the Lord. Similar to the woman’s purification, this
rite brings the child into the community. In Luke’s
telling, Simeon and Anna recognize the infant Jesus
as the Messiah.
Third, the middle of winter, February 2 is the
midpoint between the Winter Solstice and the Vernal Equinox. Obviously, this is an astronomical
celebration and probably an example of Christianization of a pagan tradition, but there’s a long
history of that.
What ties all these themes together is making
whole: the mother is welcomed back and the community is made whole; the child is welcomed into
the community for the first time, making it whole
(more whole?); and Jesus the Light of the World is
brought into it, making the community of God real
on earth; the physical light of the sun is growing
stronger (in the northern hemisphere, at least),
bringing the hope of new life, new growth, more
completeness. All this is the very essence of the
Epiphany Season.
There are many traditions associated with Candlemas. Some, like candlelit processions and blessing the candles, we’ve done before; but there are
others we have not. In some countries the traditional food is crepes, because the shape and color of
the crepe resembles the resurgent sun. In Mexico
people celebrate with tamales. In Luxembourg,
“Lichtmëssdag” (Light Day) is a children’s day of
playing in the streets, processing with candles and
lanterns, singing traditional songs, and receiving
candies and coins from adults (kind of a reverse of
Halloween’s celebration of the increased darkness).
In our house, where we are always looking for
more celebrations, news that we could have crepes
early in the day and tamales for dinner, and all for
the glory of God, was met with great delight.
So Tuesday night at 6:00 on Facebook, as a congregation we’ll celebrate virtually with a service
that combines Evening Prayer and Candlemas services. We’ll bless our candles (and/or lightbulbs),
giving thanks for the light of Christ in our lives, for
His presence in our world, for the hope he brings to
this dark world in this dark winter of our lives.
In normal times, we would process around and
into the church. This year, let us bless our world
and our neighbors by putting a lit candle in our
windows. Let’s let the light of Christ shine from
our homes. Let the light of Christ’s redeeming,
reconciling, and revivifying love shine in all times
and in all places.
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ANNUAL MEETING TIME – JANUARY 31
Our yearly Parish Meeting is Sunday, January
31, at 11:45am on Zoom, The virtual meeting follows our 10:30am Eucharist service. You have
time to get a cup of coffee and snack before the
meeting is called to order at noon.
The agenda includes election of three Vestry
members and two alternate convention delegates.
We will be reviewing 2020 finances, and the proposed 2021 budget will be presented. Despite the
limitations of Covid-19, we have many ministries
and achievements to celebrate.
This is a very important meeting. Our ByLaws require a quorum of 25 communicants in
good standing be in attendance.
Copies of the Annual Meeting reports and other
documents were emailed to parishioners in advance
of the meeting Also, copies of all documents will
be available in the Brown Box outside the Sacristy
door at the east end of the building.
If you haven’t used Zoom before and would like
a practice session before the Annual Meeting,
please contact Maryellen Young, 425-776-2461, or
maryelleny@comcast.net.

TUNING INTO ANNUAL MEETING
Topic: Annual Meeting
Time: Jan 31, 2021, 11:45am – Gathering;
Noon - call to order
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84028382362?pwd=WWh4ck
dKRkRVZmpCOWNIWk9RankzUT09
Meeting ID: 840-2838-2362
Passcode: 13121
Dial by your location +1 253-215-8782 US (Tacoma)

For the Annual Meeting, we are also including a
call-in number for those who do not have access to
an electronic device.
Members can participate by using any phone to
call into the meeting using the phone number +1
253-215-8782.
You will be asked to enter the meeting code and
#--enter 840 2838 2362 #;
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When asked for a participant code just press #;
You will then be asked to enter the Passcode and
#--enter 13121 #.
You will then be connected to the meeting and
asked to identify yourself.

FOOD DRIVE BY – FEBRUARY 6
Bring food by the bag, by the box, and by wagon
if necessary! There are so many in our community
who are in need of weekly food assistance for
themselves and their family. We can help them by
donating non-perishable items – soup, tuna, peanut
butter, Spaghetti-O’s, sugar, spaghetti sauce and
pasta, canned vegetables and fruits, etc.
Our next food drive is Saturday, February 6,
10:00am to 2:00pm. We’ve been doing a great job
and have a lot of our neighbors contributing as
well. Ministry can be contagious!! Check with
your family and friends.
Donations of both food and cash are welcome.
The food bank has great buying power at this time
so if shopping for food is a problem, cash is very
much appreciated. Please make out checks to St.
Alban’s with a notation on check for Food Bank
This Food Drive is in memory of Barbara
Lagozzino, as this was one of her favorite ministries.
There is also a need for helpers to meet and
greet at the Food Drive. Those who have helped in
the past say it’s a good feeling to be able to give
back while having a little social time! Call Lee
Forsberg at 425-774-4571 to help out.

IN MEMORY OF BARBARA LAGOZZINO
by Maryellen Young

In choosing how to remember Barbara
Lagozzino, I am giving a gift to St. Alban’s Permanent Endowment Fund. Barbara was instrumental
in the work to create St. Alban’s Endowment Funds
when we received a large bequest from Clare Fisher
in 2006. She wanted to ensure that this money was
utilized for the future of St. Alban’s and not just
spent. Therefore she willingly became a member of
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the initial Planned Giving committee to investigate
how to establish these endowments funds. This activity took long hours of research as we reviewed
the documents from the national church and 3 local
congregations, line by line, to develop documents
for St. Alban’s.
The Legacy Society was created as part of this
initiative in 2010, and Barbara became a charter
member. Because of the work Barbara did along
with the other committee members (Daisy Beach,
Reilly Mannery, Dan Mullene and Maryellen
Young), our Endowment Funds were created. The
earnings from these funds contributed $75,000
towards our recent Capital Campaign to help provide our new roof, furnace and repaved parking lot.
To make a similar gift, just designate your donation as “Endowment Fund for Lagozzino”. Any
undesignated funds in memory of Barbara will go
to the Memorial Fund.
Thank you, Barbara, for your efforts on behalf
of the future of St. Alban’s.

STIMULUS CHECK AT WORK

Eric and Susan Hanson decided to donate their
stimulus check to St. Alban’s to help us with our
ministries. They particularly wanted to focus on
food for the hungry, so we divided it between the
food banks and Chase Lake.
And Chase Lake has just decided to re-start their
backpack program with 10 families initially. So,
Reilly and Maryellen went shopping at Costco and
Winco to get some items to support feeding these
families. Below are pictures of the Hanson’s stimulus checks at work. Megan our Chase Lake contact
responded: “Thank you for all of your support. We
could not serve our families as well as we do without your congregation.”
If anyone would like to support this effort,
Maryellen and Reilly are happy to do the shopping.
Just designate “Chase Lake” on any monetary
donations and we will continue to fill these backpacks.
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FORWARD DAY BY DAY DELAYED
The February through April issue of Forward Day by
Day arrived at church on January 27. This is a much
later arrival date due to problems with package delivery
by USPS. Copies will be placed in the Brown Box outside the sacristy door for you to pick up. Forward
Movement sent a second shipment when we reported the
delay, so we have a lot of issues to give away. If you
have family/friends who might enjoy copies, please call
the office, and we can put copies for you in the “famous
Brown Box.” If you would like a copy mailed to you,
please contact the church office.

“YOU HAVE TO GET OUT OF THE BOAT!”

The following article from “For the Beauty of the Earth”
was written by Jason Leo, an Episcopal priest who
serves as missioner for congregational vitality for the
Diocese of Southern Ohio. His career has carried him
across oceans, up mountainsides and all the way back
home to the Ohio Valley where he lives with his wife and
three children.
When my bishop sent me to the small mission church
in the little farm town, I was pretty excited. My excitement didn’t last long. I looked at the financial report and
inspected the church building…and immediately made

an appointment to go and see him.
The bishop was surprised to see me back so
soon. I told him that the building was falling down,
attendance was poor, there was no money to pay
the bills, and that he really needed to think about
doing something serious in that place. He responded, “I did. I sent you.”
When Jesus walks across the water to board the
boat, the disciples are amazed. Peter is so inspired
that he wants to join Jesus on the water. Jesus does
not discourage him, and for a moment, Peter does
pretty well. But then he starts feeling scared and
begins to sink. Jesus encourages Peter to have a
little more faith – he too will one day do amazing
things
As I left the bishop’s office, he called to me
from the doorway, “Remember,” he said, “If you
want to walk on water, you have to get out of the
boat.” What is that supposed to mean? I thought
about this the whole way home.
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The truth is, I still don’t know how to walk on
water. But I have learned that if I at least have the
courage to step out of the boat, miracles can
happen. And Jesus comes to meet me.

THOMAS AQUINAS, Friar
Famous Theologian
Perhaps the greatest of the many medieval theologians, Thomas was the son of a prominent Italian
count. He joined the Dominical Order against the
will of his family. He studied at Monte Cassino
and at the Universities of Naples, Cologne and Paris, earning a Master’s degree. Virtually his entire
life was spent in teaching and writing.
His greatest work was the Summa Theologica, a
masterful systematic statement of doctrine. It was
by no means an immediate success, but time has
proven it to be one of the finest intellectual expositions of the Christian faith ever composed. Some
three centuries after his demise, he was declared
“Universal Teacher” to the church. He was particularly concerned about the relationship of faith and
treason. He successfully reconciled the philosophy
of Aristotle and Christine doctrine.
Thomas’ intellectual genius was matched by a
deep devotion to the Lord and by a rich spiritual
and ethical life. He wrote many hymns, seven of
which appear in the Hymnal 1982 (No. 310, 311,
314, 320, 329, 330, 331),
O God, by whose Holy Spirit is given to one the word of
wisdom, and to another the word of knowledge, and to
another the word of faith: We praise your Name for the
gifts of grace imparted to your servant Thomas, through
whose teaching we know you better.
Calendar of Saints

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel
NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP
You now have two options for viewing our worship services: Facebook or YouTube. On the front page of our
website there is now a link to YouTube. If you have
problems with Facebook, try YouTube.
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other on the back. A customer at the bar
asked the bartender what was going on.
The bartender replied, “The Murphy twins are
drunk again.”

The following announcement is from Ann Jacobs, a
pastor at Edmonds United Methodist Church.
The Racial Justice Team at Edmonds Methodist
Church is sponsoring and organizing a no-cost
online workshop that addresses allyship.
"Stepping into Allyship" will be on February 9
from 6-8 pm. As we seek to create beloved community and dismantle racism, we are intentionally
making the workshop free for all participants.
The workshop will be led by local equity consultant and organizer, Courtney Wooten who has
collaborated with Edmonds UMC over the last
three years. We hope that this offering will bless
our communities as we work together to dismantle
racism and white supremacy.
More information about the workshop can be
found by email to Pastor Ann
(annj@edmondsumc.org); you can register for the
workshop at edmondsumc.org.

ST. ALBAN’S YouTube CHANNEL
There is an alternative option for
viewing our Worship services, and you
now have two options for your viewing: Facebook
or YouTube.
In the center of our website front page, there is a
link to YouTube, pictured above. If you have
problems with Facebook, try YouTube.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
Contributed by Dave Wilson

Pat and Mike were drinking in a bar.
Pat says, “Where are you from?”
Mike replies, “I am from Dublin.”
Pat says, “What a coincidence. I am from Dublin
also.
Mike replies, “What part of Dublin are you
from?”
Pat says, “I am from North Dublin.”
Mike replies, “What a coincidence. I am from
North Dublin also.”
Pat says, “Where did you go to school?”
Mike replies, “St. Mary’s.”
Pat says “What a coincidence. I went to St.
Mary’s also.”
Mike replies, “When did you graduate?”
Pat says, “1955.”
Mike replies, “What a coincidence. I graduated
in 1955 also.”
Mike and Pat were laughing and patting each
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JANUARY 31 - EPIPHANY 4..”
Psalm 11:1 says, “I will give thanks to the Lord
with my whole heart.” Our Catechism (see Prayer
Book, p. 856) has at least one set of suggestions
about how to do this. We are to follow Christ, to
come together week by week for corporate worship,
and to work, pray and give for the spread of his
kingdom. What a concise list for a “steward-intraining”!

FEBRUARY 7 – EPIPHANY 5
Psalm 147 is a veritable litany of God’s gifts to the
world and yet we – yes, you and I – are considered
to be among those wonderful works. God yearns
for a loving and grateful response from those He
has created. Is such a response evident to others by
the way your life is lived?
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LESSON READINGS
JANUARY 31 – EPIPHANY 4
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Prayer for Quiet Confidence
O God of peace, who has taught us that in
returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness
and in confidence shall be our strength: by the
might of your Spirit lift us, we pray you,to your
presence, where we may be still and know that
you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Book of Common Prayer

FEBRUARY 7– EPIPHANY 5
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:10-12, 21c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-3

ST. ABAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00 pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE—discontinued for now due to
increase in Covid cases
SUNDAYS--after church coffee hour until 2:00pm
Available by appointment.

WEEKLY SUNDAY BASKET OFFERINGS
1st week—Food Bank
2nd week—Discretionary Fund
3rd week—Outreach
4th week—Capital Improvements
5th Week—One Thousand Days of Light (ERD)
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