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AROUND THE PARISH 
October 30, 2020 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30 am 

Adult Bible Study, 9:30am;  I & II Timothy, Titus,  led by     
    Eric Hanson.  Link through November 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758       Password:  SeekFirst 

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through November 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT

YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09 

Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634       Password:  657057 

NOTE:  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you          

   Can watch the Sunday service later as a video on         

   the Facebook link or YouTube 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

11/1 7 pm Taizé Presentation, Website 
11/7   10 am-2 pm Drive by Food Drive 
11/8 11:45am Drive-by Pledge Ingathering  

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR 

Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm. 
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom 

link above.   OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet, 

click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the 

prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted 

above).  Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.”   Click on “Join 

with audio” so you can chime in.  Hope to see you there! 

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS 

 Please continue donations and pledges by: 

 Mail check to church  
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 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door. 

 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check 

   to St. Alban’s 

 Online donation, go to    

   www.StAlbansEdmonds.org  and click on   

   “Donate Now.” 

 

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel 

NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP 
You now have two options for viewing our worship 
services:  Facebook or YouTube.  On the front page 
of our website there is now a link to YouTube.  If 
you have problems with Facebook, try YouTube. 

 

                          
Fr. Greg Peters 

 

Revelations 7:9-12 

     After this I, John, looked, and there was a 

great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne and be-

fore the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 

branches in their hands.  They cried out in a 

loud voice, saying, 

     "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  And all the 

angels stood around the throne and around the 

elders and the four living creatures, and they 

fell on their faces before the throne and wor-

shiped God, singing, 

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever!  Amen." 

     This Sunday is the Feast of All the Saints.  

In John’s beatific Revelation, that mighty and 

diverse host is gathered around God’s throne.  

Many voices – and doubtless many languages – 

joined together in endless praise. 

     This is the month of Kings.  We begin this 

month of November gathered with all the Saints 

around that heavenly throne and we end the 

month with Christ the King Sunday – the last 

Sunday of the liturgical year and the beginning 

of Advent.  And the midst of all this we will 

elect a president, representatives, and judges.  A 

potent brew of sacred and secular. 

     So what does scripture tell us about those 

seated upon thrones?  And let me add, this ap-

plies to all in authority:  presidents of nations, 

presidents of boards, leaders of nations, leaders 

of industry, and rectors of congregations! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd20xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdTYrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
http://www.stalbansedmonds.org/
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     First of all, let’s say flat out that for Chris-

tians there is only One who sits upon a throne.  

All others are subordinate to that Sovereign.  

All the rest of us serve at that One’s behest and 

are accountable to that One for how we care for 

those under our watch.  All our “ruling” is to 

represent and replicate that One’s ruling, for 

that One’s glory, honor, and praise – not our 

own. 

     Second, looking ahead to Christ the King 

Sunday, the attributes of that King, whose rule 

emulate, are of the servant, protector, defender, 

and liberator.  The Gospel reading for that day 

is Matthew 25:31 – 46, the famous “as you did 

it to one of the least of these who are my fami-

ly, you did it to me” passage.  This passage be-

gins “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 

and all the angels with him, he will sit on the 

throne of his glory.”  As it goes on, we learn 

that this Sovereign’s reign is exemplified in 

feeding the hungry, sating the thirsty, welcom-

ing the stranger, clothing the naked, caring for 

the sick, and visiting prisoners.  

     So for those of us who administer some de-

gree of authority it is clear that we will be 

judged by how well and how closely we adhere 

to this model of leadership.  This is world re-

nouncing leadership.  This is leadership marked 

by defending the most vulnerable rather than 

placating the powerful, by serving the common 

good rather than self-interest, by embracing the 

power of service, nurture, care, and advocacy. 

     All leaders fall short of this ideal, but we are 

called to strive to do better.  Just as we promise 

in the Baptismal Covenant to turn from what 

the world understands as the purpose of life – 

winner take all – to God’s purpose for life, so 

too we are pledge, with God’s help, to persist in 

resisting evil (our own selfishness and the 

world’s lust for power over others) and to re-

pent and turn again to the Lord. 

     Leading, like all of life, is an on-going relin-

quishing of self-glory, a continual turning away 

from the allure of power for self-gratification 

toward selfless giving, and the relentless search 

to serve the true Sovereign who is cloaked in 

the least likely guises. 

     The Glory of God is found in loving, caring, 

self-giving service. 

     All of us are given some capacity of authori-

ty and leadership.  Leading through service is 

the true expression of authority.  

 

 
 

PLEDGE CARDS 
     You should have received your pledge cards in 

the mail. Included with the letter is a pledge card 

and an envelope to return your card to the church. 

You can either mail your pledge card or put it in the 

mail slot in Fr. Greg’s office.   

   In addition, on November 8th we are offering the 

opportunity for a Drive-by Pledge Ingathering.  If 

you would like to drop off your card, we will be 

available in the parking lot with a basket to receive 

and bless your pledge starting at 11:45, following 

the service. 
 

 

 
Stewardship is: 
 

Stewardship is transformative.  Once we 
embrace the stewardship message it changes 
the way we look at every decision we make.  
Stewardship becomes a total way of life. 
 

Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to  

Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION— 

by Shirley Clark 

     Our virtual StewFest was very lively with our 

Bishop focusing on the Baptismal Covenant. We 

will be continuing this study over the next few 

months of soup suppers. Bishop Greg taught the 

covenants as relationship - with God, with each 

other, with others in the world, with self, and with 

the earth.  

     Stewardship is far more than the annual pledge 

drive although that is very important. We need to 

mailto:shirleysee51@gmail.com
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take care of our buildings even though we the 

church can’t meet there at this time. I encourage 

each of you to prayerfully consider increasing your 

pledge if only by a small amount. All we have 

comes from God and we need to joyfully give back 

as much as we are able.  

     You can choose to mail your pledge card back or 

to come to the church on November 8th for the 

drive-by ingathering. I can’t be there but there will 

be a socially distant collection. Remember that this 

isn’t the end of our stewardship campaign. We will 

be continuing our Faith-Filled Generosity for the 

year to come. We are generous people and give to 

so many causes. Keep up your giving.  

     Blessings on each and every one of you.  

 
 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

    The food bank drop day is now on November 7
th
., 

hours 10am to 2pm.  We will have the day as a 

Thanksgiving Theme with the idea that people 

spend part of their donation in regular daily needed 

items and some directed to the extra things that can 

really make a Thanksgiving Dinner.  Such as small 

packages of flour, small sugar, regular and brown, 

small size stuffing mix such as Stove Top and the 

like, cranberry sauce, canned milk, pie crusts and 

pie crust sticks.  Anything that most of us would 

expect to go to our cupboard and find on any given 

day.  Lots of these little things become super im-

portant when putting together a special meal just 

once or twice a year.  All of you have several items 

that you can add to this list that you say you would 

not be caught without. 

    Now we are being picky here but we don’t want 

you to forget the original needs here and that is food 

for every day of the week so if your donations can 

be split between the needs it would be such a super  

help to the food bank to provide for those who look 

to them for filling that cupboard not only for every 

day but for special days too. 

    Those of you who have been so wonderful as to 

help with these food bank drop days I hope you will 

come forward and commit to again helping on this 

special time of year collection.  Keep planning and 

keep in touch to make things work for those who are 

really need. 

    Blessings to you all.          Lee Forsberg 

 

 
 

TAIZE SERVICE – SUNDAY NOBEMBER 1 

     Be sure to tune into the latest Taize service this 

Sunday, November 1st at 7:00pm.  These service of 

music, chants, prayers and meditation time are per-

fect for not only worship but for relaxation as well.  

     John prepares new services every two weeks and 

they are available on the St. Alban’s website until the 

next service is available so you can watch it any 

time.   

     The following poem is being read at Sunday’s 

Taize service.  Thanks to John for sharing it with 

Around the Parish! 

 

ON THE FIFTH DAY 
by Jane Hirshfield 

On the fifth day 

the scientists who studied the rivers 

were forbidden to speak 

or to study the rivers. 

The scientists who studied the air 

were told not to speak of the air, 

and the ones who worked for the farmers 

were silenced, 

and the ones who worked for the bees. 

Someone, from deep in the Badlands, 

began posting facts. 

The facts were told not to speak 

and were taken away. 

The facts, surprised to be taken, were silent. 

Now it was only the rivers 

that spoke of the rivers, 

and only the wind that spoke of its bees, 

while the unpausing factual buds of the fruit trees 

continued to move toward their fruit. 

The silence spoke loudly of silence, 

and the rivers kept speaking, 

of rivers, of boulders and air. 

In gravity, earless and tongueless, 

the untested rivers kept speaking. 
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Bus drivers, shelf stockers, 

code writers, machinists, accountants, 

lab techs, cellists kept speaking. 

They spoke, the fifth day, 

 

 
 

VOTING INFORMATION 

Vote - - Time to return your ballot if you haven’t al-

ready.  Learn about candidates and issues to make an 

informed choice.  Fill out your ballot; follow the di-

rections carefully.  Sign the envelope with your offi-

cial signature.   Use a ballot drop box or mail.  No 

stamp is needed.  Mail must be postmarked by  

Nov. 3.   
     What are some         resources to use to learn more 

about the candidates and issues?  

 VOTE411.org---candidates, video forums  

 Votewa.gov---candidate profiles,  

 voter’s guide pdc.wa.gov--campaign finances  

  

 
EVENING PRAYER &VIGIL BEFORE THE 

ELECTION  

     The special Evening Prayer & Vigil before the 

election is available on both our Facebook and 

YouTube page, so if you missed it on October 28
th
, 

you can still view it.  Fr. Greg and John Lehrack did 

a wonderful job with this special service recorded at 

church with candles and music.  You won’t want to 

miss it. 

 

A SEASON OF PRAYER FOR AN ELECTION 

     A Season of Prayer will begin Tuesday, Octo-

ber 27, and continue through November 4, the 

day after the elections in the United States.  This 

prayer initiative from Forward Movement and The 

Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations.. 

     Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is calling on 

Episcopalians to join the initiative to pray for our 

nation, its people and leaders, and all the nations 

and people of the earth.  

     All prayers come from the Book of Common 

Prayer and materials include a brief litany to use 

every day.  Printable materials for individuals, 

churches and families are available for download  at 

www.forwardmovement.org/election. 

. 

Pray for every human heart  

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit 

may so move every human heart and especially the 

hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which 

divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and 

hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 

may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 
PRE-CHRISTMAS PLANNING 

 

     As we start thinking about the 2020 Holiday 

Season , it is time to plan for our contributions to 

Chase Lake Community School’s needy families as 

we have done in the past.   

   This year December 1st will be the deadline for 

contributions to make sure the families have a  

Merry Holiday.  Be sure to mark any donations 

“Chase Lake” on the memo line of a check or on 

your envelope.  Or if you prefer, you can donate gift 

cards from Fred Meyer, Safeway, or Winco 

Walmart. 

    Should you have any questions feel free to con-

tact Jim Nichols a 425-771-7025.   

 

. 

 
 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL  

http://www.forwardmovement.org/election
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     Fr. Greg was asked to run  for a two-year 

unexpired term representing  our Be Attitudes 

Regional Ministry the clergy representative.  

The Diocesan Council oversees the budget and 

program goals of the Diocese, carrying out the 

priorities adopted by Convention. Each candi-

date was asked to review the job description for 

the position and discuss how their gifts, experi-

ences, skills, and interests would aid this work, 

and how they would invigorate and/or stimulate 

the ministry of the Diocesan Council.  Below is 

Greg’s statement: 

 I am energized by the prospects of 

working on Council in our Diocese’s 

ongoing discernment of how best to ful-

fill Jesus’ commission to become God’s 

Beloved Community.  .We are blessed 

to live in a richly diverse region. My 

calling is to lead the church toward  

embodying that diversity. What I offer 

to Council is a passion for working  

toward making our church more open to 

and inquisitive of the communities 

around us, more hospitable to those to 

whom we minister, and more compas-

sionate toward and responsive to the 

physical and spiritual needs of our 

neighbors. I enjoy working with people 

from different backgrounds and per-

spectives. Through God’s redeeming 

love, we are bound together across divi-

sions, beyond boundaries, and among 

diverse cultures, and then, empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, to learn from each 

other, to gain a fuller understanding of 

God's work in creation, in society, and 

in ourselves.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Way of Love is a set of Spiritual practices to 

develop a Jesus-centered rule of life. 

One of the seven practices of the Way of Love is  

being featured in issues of ATP. 

Rest: 

     Almighty God, as 

you rested on the sev-

enth day of creation, so 

help me rest in your 

presence that I might 

delight in you works on 

earth and in heaven.  

Amen 

 
 

FAREWELL TO THE AINSWORTHS 

Paul Ainsworth sent us the following news he  

wanted to share with us: I got a new job earlier this 

month with Nuvodia, they are located in Spokane 

Valley.  Ganna, Camilla and I will be moving to 

Spokane Valley in the middle of November.  It's a 

more senior role as a senior network engineer and 

pays better.  Each of us have really enjoyed our St. 

Alban’s family over these last few years.  Thank 

you for being an example of God's love and joy to 

our family. 

 

 
GREETINGS FROM SAN DIEGO 

Martha Philippoff is reporting that she is loving the 

sunny weather in San Diego.  She can take a 3 mile 

walk every day. The beach is 15 minutes away by 

car and her daughter is very close too.   Their house 

in Edmonds finally sold on October 19th. She sends 

greetings and misses being part of Vestry. 

    

 

Almighty God, fount of all wisdom, crown of all 

knowledge:  Give us eyes to see and minds to un-

derstand your marvelous works, that we may know 

you through your creation and glorify you by faith-

fully using and preserving your handiwork. 

 

 

A CUTE STORY  
shared by the Forsbergs 

    Officer James Givens has served with the Cincin-

nati Police Department for over 26 years, but has 

never quite experienced anything like this before. 
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     He was sitting in his patrol car in a parking lot 

when he got an unexpected visitor. 

     A goose came up to his car and started pecking 

on the side of it. He threw food out for her, thinking 

that's what she wanted, but she didn't take it. 

      She continued to peck and honk then walked 

away, stopped and looked back at Officer Givens. 

     Then she came back to his car and pecked at it 

again.  She made it very obvious that she wanted 

Officer Givens to follow her, so he finally got out of 

his car and did just that. 

     The goose led him 100 yards away to a grassy 

area near a creek. Sitting there was one of her ba-

bies, tangled up in a balloon string. 

      The baby was kicking its feet, desperate for 

help. Being wary of helping the baby on his own, 

and worried that the goose might attack him, Givens 

called for help from the SPCA, but no wildlife res-

cuers were available at the moment. 

      Luckily, Given's colleague, Officer Cecilia 

Charron, came to help.  She began to untangle the 

baby, and the mother goose just stood there and 

watched, honking occasionally, She didn't become 

aggressive, and just let Officer Charron do what she 

had to do to set the baby free. 

     It was like the mother goose knew they were 

helping.  Once Charron untangled the baby, she put 

it down and it ran right to her mom, and they went 

right to swimming in the creek. 

      Charron teared up and said it was the highlight 

of her 24 years on the force. 

      "It seems like something made up.  It was just 

incredible," Givens said. "I honestly don't know 

why I decided to follow her, but I did.  It makes me 

wonder – how do they know to turn to humans 

when they need help?”     

     We may never know the answer to this question, 

but what we do know is that Officer Givens was in 

the right place at the right time to help. 

     Life is precious. 

      A great story with a good ending . 

  

 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

NOVEMBER 1 –  ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

“…it is only by your gift that your faithful people 

offer you true and laudable service…”  If we want 

to live as faithful servants, we first need to 

gratefully accept God’s gifts – freely given.  We 

need not, in fact cannot, “go it alone” and hope to 

live a life that reflects the grace and glory of our 

Creator. 

 

NOVEMBER 8 –  23
rd

  PENTECCOST 
We are warned about being unprepared when the 

Lord calls.  How can we beet assure that we will be 

ready?  Living a life under-girded by the Holy Hab-

its of prayer, study, sacrificial giving, and intention-

al involvement in a worshipping community, may 

help us to be ever responsive to God’s call – for 

whatever – and whenever He asks. 

 

 

LESSON READINGS 

NOVEMBER 1 – ALL SAINTS’DAY 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

I John 3:1-3 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

NOVEMBER 8 – 23
rd

 PENTECOST 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Psalm 78:1-7 

I Thessalonians 4:113-18 

Matthew 25:1-33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday            10:30 - 12:30pm  
 Tuesday            10:00 - 12:00pm 
 Wednesday         2:00 -   4:00pm 
 Friday            1 0:30  -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm 

     The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people 
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm.  Before and after services,  
people are available for quick business activities. 



     

 

21405 82
nd

 Pl W, Edmonds WA  98026    425-778-0371  StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com 

     In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any  
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the   
following protocol:   

 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or  
      stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.   

 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.  

 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves. 

 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to  meet 
 your party, to pick up or make a delivery. 

 Wear a mask.   
     In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call 
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506 

 
 
 
 

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm 

Via email:  gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com 
Cell:  206-778-1506 

WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE 
SUNDAYS 

after church coffee hour until 2 pm 
Available by appointment. 

 

mailto:stalbansedmonds@gmail.com
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