AROUND THE PARISH
November 6, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; I & II Timothy, Titus, led by
Eric Hanson. Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account,
you can watch the Sunday service on YouTube
or later as a video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays Evening Prayer at 6 pm on Facebook
11/7
10 am-2 pm Drive by Food Drive
11/8
11:45am Drive-by Pledge Ingathering
11/10 6 pm Vestry Meeting
11/18 6:30 Soup Supper on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9640 0391 Password: Alban

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel

NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP
You now have two options for viewing our worship
services: Facebook or YouTube. On the front page
of our website there is now a link to YouTube. If
you have problems with Facebook, try YouTube.
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Fr. Greg Peters
Monday evening, Election Eve, driving
home with Hanni from her cross-country practice – yes! she was doing the driving! – we
heard an interview with a man who produces
what promises to be a timely podcast. It’s
called “How to Citizen with Baratunde.” His
proposition is that citizen is a verb rather than a
noun. I was intrigued, so looked it up so I
could give it a listen when I had time. That
time didn’t come until the next day - Election
Day. I recommend it.
Now, I’ve only had a chance to listen to the
first episode, but it was a balm for all the acrimony and angst of this election cycle, so refreshing and hope-filled. Here’s why:
As I said, the premise of the podcast is that
being a citizen requires active participation in
the things of society – being engaged, involved,
informed about, and acting in citizenry things;
citizen as a verb; citizening. And by this he
means far more than voting, though voting is
essential. What is required is a whole new outlook about interacting with our fellow citizens.
When I think about this, though, I don’t think
it’s actually a new outlook, but rather reviving
what seems like a long dormant fundamental of
the American experiment, particularly as expressed in our motto – e pluribus unum – the
common good.
Baratunde’s first guest was the author Valarie Kaur. Ms. Kaur, whose parents were immigrants from India and adherents of the Sikh religion, grew up with her family on a farm in
California. She discussed her book, See No
Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love, which is the exploration of a tenet

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com

of Sikhism; that there are no strangers, only
brothers and sisters.
Kaur’s proposition is that to heal the divisions so evident and pernicious in our society,
we have to stop looking at those with whom we
disagree as enemies and strangers, and start seeing them as fellows, who we need to be more
complete. This is not about patronizing tolerance, trivializing acknowledgment, or attempting to win over through argument, but rather
inquisitive and interested curiosity, seeking
engaged understanding.
Again, Kaur took this tenet from her Sikh
religion, but throughout her interview, she cited
examples of compassionate and extraordinary
love extended to others from several other religions. “Jesus preached it, in ‘Love your enemies and love your neighbor as yourself.”
As I write this, we still do not know who
was elected president. The news is filled with
tense situations with protesters of all sorts,
sides, and perspectives trying to shout each other down. I’m praying that it ends with shouting
and doesn’t descend into armed conflict. Accusations abound. The validity of our system of
government is being called into question – by
people in the government!
Enemies seem to be on every side.
As we move through the next several years,
and you know as well as I that the healing,
mending, and reparations of our society will
take a good long time, let us renew the spirit
and tenets of our faith. We, each of us, are created in the image and likeness of God. We followers of Christ are called to – and have vowed
to – seek and serve Christ in all those around
us, to strive for peace and justice, and to respect
the dignity of EVERY human being.
When we find ourselves getting angry or
threatened by our fellow citizens – and let’s not
naively deny it, we will get angry and threatened – let us fight the very notion that they are
our enemies. Let us say to ourselves, “this is
my sister, this is my brother, this is my neighbor, whom I trust.” Let us fight our own inner
insecurities and seek to hear, understand, and,
yes, learn from these neighbors.
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Let us take the humble approach and recognize that even if we have the right answer, it
will be better, fuller, deeper, when we seek to
learn from those who differ from us.
Let us see no strangers. Let us look on our
sisters, brothers, and neighbors and love them.
To paraphrase Isaiah, let us do our part in rebuilding the ancient ruins, raising up the foundations, in repairing the breaches, and restoring
streets fit to dwell in (Isaiah 58:12).

PLEDGE CARDS
You should have received your pledge cards in
the mail. Included with the letter is a pledge card
and an envelope to return your card to the church.
You can either mail your pledge card or put it in the
mail slot in Fr. Greg’s office. If you did not receive
a pledge, card, please call the Church Office, 425778-0371 and one will be sent to you.
In addition, on November 8th we are offering
the opportunity for a Drive-by Pledge Ingathering.
If you would like to drop off your card, we will be
available in the parking lot with a basket to receive
and bless your pledge starting at 11:45, following
the service.

Stewardship is:
Stewardship is trusting God. We believe that
our generous God will always provide for us.
None of us will ever have all that we want, but
we will always have all that we need..
Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com

The November 1st Taizé is still available on our
Website. The next new service will be on November
15th.

FOOD DRIVE NOVEMBER 7TH 10 am to 2pm
The food bank drop day is now on November
7th., hours 10am to 2pm. We will have the day as
a Thanksgiving Theme with the idea that people
spend part of their donation in regular daily needed
items and some directed to the extra things that can
really make a Thanksgiving Dinner.:
Suggestions are small packages of flour, small
sugar, regular or brown, small size stuffing mix
such as Stove Top and the like, cranberry sauce,
canned milk, pie crusts and pie crust sticks. Anything that most of us would expect to go to our cupboard and find on any given day. .
Your donations can also include any other items
as the need is great. Money is also welcome. Make
your check to St. Alban’s with “Food Drive” on the
memo line.
Helpers are also needed for hese food bank drop
days I hope you will come forward and commit to
helping with this special time of year collection. .
Blessings to you all.
Lee Forsberg
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LYNNWOOD FOOD BANK THANK YOU
Lynnwood Food Bank sent us a thank you note
for the $700 we recently sent them.
“We are currently in uncharted territory and both
our larger and local communities have found themselves in higher need than has been experienced in
many years.
During the month of September, the Food Bank
served 4,850 individuals in 1418 households. This
is approximately twice the individuals as in the
same period last year. With so many people out of
work right now, the need has grown substantially,
and it is with your support that we are able to help
meet that need.
We thank you for your kindness and generosity
towards our community; you are helping make this
a better place.”
Matthew Appel, Treasurer

CHRISTMAS FOR CHASE LAKE SCHOOL
Several years ago, Jim Nichols initiated our
Chase Lake Christmas Gift Card Drive for the benefit of the school’s families.
Our congregation is very generous in support of
Chase Lake Community School. We want to provide this opportunity for those of us who like to give
more directly to families in need at Christmas.
Gift cards from Fred Meyer, Safeway, Winco or
Walmart enable families to purchase food, clothes,
gifts ,etc. Designate your donation as “Chase
Lake” on the memo line of your check. You can
also put cash in an envelope and label the envelope
“Chase Lake” Place your name on the envelope so
we can give you credit for your contribution.
Please donate by Sunday, December 1st, if at all
possible. Donations received after that date will
still be used to purchase gift cards for familes to be
used a needed.
Should you have any questions feel free to contact Jim Nichols a 425-771-7025.
.
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4TH QUARTER OUTREACH RECIPIENT
ChildStrive is our 4th Quarter 2020 Outreach Recipient. ChildStrive(formerly Little Red School
House) helps advance the quality of life focusing
primarily on children ages birth to three years with,
or at risk of developmental delays and disabilities.
Families with the least resources are being hit the
hardest by safety measures and closures connected
with Coronovirus. ChildStrive is responding rapidly to the needs of our most vulnerable families For
more information, go to https://childstrive.org/

SOUP SUPPER
By Susan Hansen
But wait! There’s MORE!!
It’s Soup Supper time! We have a guest speaker
joining us (stay tuned for more information)
Wednesday, November 18th at 6:30 on Zoom
This evening is a continuation of our series
on the Baptismal Promises and we will be concentrating on the first Promise.
Baptismal Promise: Persevere in resisting
evil, and whenever we fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord. We all know the response.
“I will with God’s help.” But what does that
look like in my life, and yours? Come and help
us figure it out.
But wait! There’s more! Tickets are free!
No night driving! Eat what and when you want!
Dress code—comfortable (I might be in my PJs
ready for bed) A chance to see and chat with
your friends.
See you there.
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JOHN KISTNER
For those of you who may not already know.
Greg reported the sad news that John Kistner died
about 7:30 am Wednesday.
Judy, Nancy, and Maggie were with him, so he
was surrounded by those he loved most in this
world and those who most loved him. As you likely
know, after many years of enduring serious health
issues, John had a stroke a couple of weeks ago, and
had been in hospice care since then.
Judy and Greg will be meeting next week to discuss funeral plans, but, considering the restrictions
of the pandemic, in-person attendance will be pretty
limited, but the service can still be live-streamed.
Please hold Judy, Nancy, and Maggie in your
supportive and loving prayers.

Please be aware that there is another email
scam asking for help from the Rev.
Grey Peters. Please do not respond to it. Greg
reports: "It ain't me, babe. No, no, no, it ain't
me, babe."
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INDIGENOUS MINISTRIES
The Diocese of Olympia welcomed the Rev. Dr.
Bradley Hauff as the keynote speaker at the Diocesan Convention. Rev. Hauff is the Episcopal
Church Missioner for Indigenous Ministries.and as
such, he is responsible for enabling and empowering
Indigenous peoples and their respective communities within the Episcopal Church. His interesting
and informative talk is well worth watching and is
only 25 minutes long .
. https://youtu.be/dHzxvJrIbJY

A CUTE STORY shared by the Forsbergs
Officer James Givens has served with the Cincinnati Police Department for over 26 years, but has
never quite experienced anything like this before.
He was sitting in his patrol car in a parking lot when
he got an unexpected visitor. A goose came up to
his car and started pecking on the side of it. He
threw food out for her, thinking that's what she
wanted, but she didn't take it.
She continued to peck and honk then walked
away, stopped and looked back at Officer Givens.
Then she came back to his car and pecked at it
again. She made it very obvious that she wanted
Officer Givens to follow her, so he finally got out of
his car and did just that.
The goose led him 100 yards away to a grassy
area near a creek. Sitting there was one of her
babies, tangled up in a balloon string.
The baby was kicking its feet, desperate for
help. Being wary of helping the baby on his own,
and worried that the goose might attack him, Givens
called for help from the SPCA, but no wildlife rescuers were available at the moment.
nd

Luckily, Given's colleague, Officer Cecilia
Charron, came to help. She began to untangle the
baby, and the mother goose just stood there and
watched, honking occasionally, She didn't become
aggressive, and just let Officer Charron do what she
had to do to set the baby free.
It was like the mother goose knew they were
helping. Once Charron untangled the baby, she put
it down and it ran right to her mom, and they went
right to swimming in the creek.
Charron teared up and said it was the highlight
of her 24 years on the force.
"It seems like something made up. It was just
incredible," Givens said. "I honestly don't know
why I decided to follow her, but I did. It makes me
wonder – how do they know to turn to humans
when they need help?”
We may never know the answer to this question,
but what we do know is that Officer Givens was in
the right place at the right time to help.
Life is precious.

.
STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
NOVEMBER 8 – 23rd PENTECCOST
We are warned about being unprepared when the
Lord calls. How can we be assure that we will be
ready? Living a life under-girded by the Holy Habits of prayer, study, sacrificial giving, and intentional involvement in a worshipping community, may
help us to be ever responsive to God’s call – for
whatever – and whenever He asks.
NOVEMBER 15 – 24TH PENTECOST
The Gospel story of the parable of the talents
may seem harsh in terms of the master’s treatment
of the distrustful slave. But we need to remember
that God will provide for all our genuine needs.
How many of us live in a mentality of scarcity like
timid servant, rather that rejoicing and using our
own talents (money and otherwise) to show appreciation for our great abundance, and in thanksgiving
for God’s eternal beneficence?
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LESSON READINGS
NOVEMBER 8 – 23rd PENTECOST
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
I Thessalonians 4:113-18
Matthew 25:1-33

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE
SUNDAYS
after church coffee hour until 2 pm
Available by appointment.

NOVEMBER 15– 24TH PENTECOST
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
I Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

T. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm
10:00 - 12:00pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

Honoring the sacrifices many have made for
our country in the name of freedom and democracy is the very foundation of Veterans Day.

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”
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