AROUND THE PARISH
November 20, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; Proverbs led by
Eric Hanson. Link through December
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through December
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account,
you can watch the Sunday service on YouTube
or later as a video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays--Evening Prayer at 6 pm on Facebook
12-12-20 Food Drive 10 am to 2 pm
12-19-20 ECW Christmas Party on Zoom at 10:30 am

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel

NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP
You now have two options for viewing our worship
services: Facebook or YouTube. On the front page
of our website there is now a link to YouTube. If
you have problems with Facebook, try YouTube.
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Fr. Greg Peters
This is a week of changes, a dynamic week.
First, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, then
Thanksgiving before heading into the Liturgical
New Year with Advent on November 29. The
Gospel lessons for each of these Feasts seem
more timely than ever.
For Christ the King, we hear the familiar
passage from Matthew where, on the Day of
Judgement, the King (the Divine One) reveals
to all the people of all the nations how they had
ministered to and cared for him when they had
ministered to and cared for (or not) the least of
one’s neighbors.
The Thanksgiving Gospel this year is Luke’s
story of the 10 lepers healed by Jesus. The telling part is that only one – and that one a Samaritan – comes back to Jesus, thanking him and
worshipping him after being healed.
On Advent I, the disciples ask Jesus about
the End Times, which Jesus then describes in
vivid detail and informs them that they, contrary to popular belief, will in no way escape the
trials or tribulations of those times. As Mark
portrays this, they may, in fact, be far more persecuted, but, though everything else will pass
away, Jesus’ words will remain. Finally, he entrusted them with his ministry – of carrying his
active and lifegiving word to the ends of the
earth - from that time of his departure until his
return.
Taken together these three Gospels present a
concise definition of discipleship. Disciples
serve Christ in the most vulnerable of neighbors, in this they are part of Christ’s healing
and reconciling ministry, and they are charged
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with carrying on these ministries in his place
regardless of the circumstances.
With this in mind, how are we, the current
class of disciples, to act in Christ’s stead in this
time and place?
As we head into the Thanksgiving holiday,
it seems clear to me that in order to promote
health in our communities, we must refrain
from our “usual” Thanksgiving rites and rituals.
Physically gathering families and friends from
near and far will have to be replaced by virtual
Zoomgiving Dinners. Cooking marathons for
the masses replaced with many smaller decentralized – and frankly, less frantic - implementations of culinary expertise and prowess.
Don’t get me wrong, I love cooking. I love
cooking the tried and true dishes that have become part of our family traditions. And I love
looking for both new takes on those dishes and
completely novel and new dishes. For example,
one year, we all felt unexcited about the usuals,
so we decided to cook Turkish food for
Thanksgiving. It was completely new, different, delicious, and downright fun. We had at
least 4 cooks studying up on recipes, buying
very different ingredients, and trying out new
cooking methods. It was great.
My point is this, Thanksgiving and the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s celebrations
in this pandemic year require a different practice - because it is more important to care for
each other’s health than it is to be physically in
each other’s presence.
Ultimately, we do not want these to be the
last times we celebrate these holidays. Regardless of how lonely, diminished, or painful this
holiday season may be, we cannot conscionably
risk the short term comfort of “normal” holidays for each other’s long term health. These
are some of the trials and tribulations none of us
can escape.
I realize that this will be far more challenging –even unbearable - for those who live alone.
The holiday blues will be particularly acute this
year. So we are all going to have to creatively
find ways of caring for each other, especially
those who are alone. Take a little time out of
your holiday to contact someone you know and
love who will otherwise be alone.
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Visiting those imprisoned in solitude, feeding those who hunger for human touch, sating
those who thirst for long drafts of conversation,
tending the homesick, and “virtually” welcoming the stranger will surely be one of the most
important ways of caring for Christ the King
this year.
Adjusting to new situations and different
circumstances while still living the words of
Christ – that’s what disciples do.

PLEDGE CARDS
There are a few outstanding pledge cards still
pending. There is still time to return yours if you
haven’t already done so. We are grateful for all of
the pledges that we have received thus far.
You can either mail your pledge card or put it in
the mail slot in Fr. Greg’s office. If you did not receive a pledge, card, please call the Church Office,
425-778-0371 and one will be sent to you.

Stewardship is:
Once we allow God to truly take up residence
in our hearts we become so overwhelmed by
His abundant love for us that we just naturally
feel the need to join our lives with Him and
dedicate our time, talent and treasure to
carrying out God’s work here on earth. Our
generosity comes from within and not from
any external pressure or reward...
Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com
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NEW APARTMENT NUMBER:
Lorrie Pruitt is now in Apartment 29. She will be
closer to the dining area and center of activity.

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS DRIVE
.
Once again this year we are collection donations to purchase gift cards for the benefit of the
Chase Lake School’s families to enable the families
to purchase food, clothes, gifts, etc. .
Designate your donation as “Chase Lake” on the
memo line of your check or put cash in an envelope
and label the envelope “Chase Lake.” Place your
name on the envelope so we can give you credit for
your contribution.
You may also purchase gift cards from Fred
Meyer, Safeway, WinCo or Walmart.
Please make your donations by Sunday November 29th if at all possible. Donations received after
that date will still be used to purchase gift cards for
families to be used as needed.
We are grateful to Jim Nichols for keeping
this program going. Should you have any questions
feel free to contact Jim at 425-771-7025.

Starting this Sunday, November 22nd, we will
begin to tackle the book of Proverbs, often attributed to King Solomon. Proverbs was actually written
by several authors. It is, in fact, a “collection of collections” whose main message is wisdom. We can
all use some of that! So please join us on Zoom,
nd

Sunday’s from 9:30-10:15. The link is on page 1 of

the ATP, Sunday Activities block.

November is a month that has 5 Sundays. This
year our 5th Sunday Basket offering goes to support
One Thousand Days of Love, a grassroots, churchwide fund raising campaign dedicated to improving
the lives of children up to age six. Research shows
that the first 1,000 days for children are critical in
setting a foundation that affects their ability to
grow, learn, and thrive over their entire lives.
Around the world, 155 million children under six
are not reaching their full potential due to inadequate nutrition and health care. This project is a
global outreach program sponsored by Episcopal
Relief & Development.
Although we are not meeting together, you can
contribute to this outreach by mailing or dropping
off a check designated “ERD.” You can also donate
on line by using the “Special Donation” option and
entering “ERD” as the purpose in the text box.

GENEROSITY TO FOOD BANKS
During the challenges of these times with the
Covid-19 pandemic our congregation has been very
generous with our donations to the food banks.
Thanks to Lee Forsberg’s leadership and Phil
McClelland’s help we have had 4 Drive-by food
collections where we have donated 3,190 pounds in
food and $3,470 in cash donations for the Edmonds
Food Bank. In addition with our 1st Sunday “basket” donations we have raised an additional $6,500
in donations which have been sent to the Edmonds,
Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace Food Banks.
This gives a total to the Food Banks $9,970. “Not
too shabby for a small group of disciples!” says Lee
Forsberg.
Our next Drive-by food collection will be Saturday, December 12th from 10 am to 2 pm. If you
can volunteer to help, let Lee know.
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OCTOBER FINANCIALS
Income for October was $12,783 compared to a
budget of $16,200 or ($3,417) below budget. Year
to date we are now ($7,757) under budget. Our income may continue to fall short of the budget because of members who are no longer with us as well
as no income from facilities rental. Also the budget
anticipated an increase in income in the fall because
of previous history.
Expenses for October were $13,726 compared to
a budget of $16,619 or ($2,893) under budget. Our
year-to-date expense totals are now ($13,357) under
budget. The primary areas where we are underrunning the budget continue to be: utilities, fellowship.
In comparing total actual income minus total actual expenses we have ($1,184) less income than
expenses.
Total Actual Income (year-to-date)
Total Budget Income (year-to-date)
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$140,923
$148,680
($ 7,757)

Total Actual Expenses (year-to-date)
Total Budget Expenses (year-to-date)
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget

$142,107
$155,464
($13,357)

Net Total Income minus Total Expenses
Net Actuals Minus Budget

At the end of 2020 we are closing out this campaign. We currently have a negative balance in our
Capital Campaign fund of ($1,154). There are still
people making donations and some outstanding
pledges. Any remaining amount owing will be covered by earnings from our Endowment Funds. Future donations received in 2021 will go into our
Capital Campaign Account for future projects, such
as repairing the back south wall of our Sunday
School Wing. We truly worked together to make
this Capital Campaign a success.

ECW-- RING A BELL &
SPREAD CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Come join our ECW Christmas gathering via
Zoom on Saturday, December 19th starting at
10:30 am. Bring a cup of coffee and a Christmas
treat to eat and show a favorite holiday decoration.
Although the pandemic prevents us from gathering
in person, we can still connect and share some
Christmas spirit. Watch for Zoom link later.

($1,184)
($5,600)

HOLIDAY MASKS
Maisy has some masks for the holidays available. If
interested, go to www.facebook.com/mamamaei.
You can also reach Maisy at mamamaei.biz@gmail.com or 425-780-9970.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Thank you to everyone who has donated to our
Capital Campaign. Because of your contributions
we have a new roof and a repaved parking lot.
These projects were also assisted by our earnings of
$75,000 from our Endowment funds. To raise these
funds we had a couple of fun fund raising gatherings, pledges and ongoing donations from our 4th
week basket offerings. The total amount donated
from our congregation is $95,530. In addition we
had $39,641 in initial savings bringing the total for
these projects to $209,171.
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WHY READ THE BIBLE
(The article below is edited from the 11-16-20 Monday
Matters by Jay Sidebotham with RenewalWorks)

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to
be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with
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you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. -The Book of Common Prayer, page 236.
In the work that RenwalWorks does with congregations, they've learned that a key factor in spiritual vitality in churches is engagement with scripture. Understatement alert: In the Episcopal world
that can mean different things to different folks. But
a distinctive element, in the words of Will Willimon
in his book Shaped by the Bible, is that a Christian
congregation is one that is confronted by and shaped
by the Bible. How does that happen?
Sunday in church, we heard a prayer that comes
up once a year. (It's printed at the beginning of this
column.) It's about scripture, asking God's help in
engagement with scripture, delineating a process
that involves five steps. In the prayer. we ask for
grace to:
1. Hear: We are meant simply to be open, to
pay attention, to decide that the words of scripture
are worth listening to. Jesus would often tell the
crowds that he offered his teaching for those who
had ears to hear. We often decide what we will hear.
We all face lots of distractions. How will we
choose?
2. Read: Find out what the Bible says for yourself. Do the work. It's a discipline, and so we often suggest some kind of daily ritual, a morning
quiet time, participation in the Daily Office (so
chock full of scripture), devotional guides like Forward Day by Day. We encourage a set bit of time
each day, even if it's just a few minutes. We encourage a sacred place in your home, a quiet place, a
particular chair, maybe marked by a candle or a
closed door or a sound machine to help keep focus.
3. Mark: The method of Bible study known as
the African model asks a couple questions. It begins
by asking what word or phrase strikes you. It then
asks where the passage intersects with your life.
That's a good place to start in marking scripture.
Don't be afraid to underline. Keep a journal that includes your most honest and irreverent questions.
Pray those questions, or take them to someone you
trust for spiritual counsel.
4. Learn: It's what disciples do. A disciple is a
learner, a student. That means, among other things
being prepared for something new, something different, to admit that you don't know what you don't
know. True learning comes with putting what you
hear, read, and mark to work, to be doers of the
word, not only hearers, to quote the New Testament
letter of James.
5. Inwardly digest: Let it become part of you.
We sometimes hear, as Episcopalians dive more
nd

deeply into scripture, that they are amazed how
much of the Bible comes from the Book of Common Prayer. It actually happened the other way
around. Those who shaped our guide for worship
had inwardly digested the words of scripture. Those
words were deeply integrated. It shows.
Why do any of this? Yesterday's collect tells us
it is not in order to be holier or smarter than thou. It
is for the sake of hope, hope of everlasting life given to us in Jesus. That everlasting life is not pie in
the sky but is underway right now. We get to experience it more and more each day. That hope is anchored in the love God for us, a love from which we
can never be separated (eternally). The Bible in all
its complexity, in the parts we like and don't, in the
parts we understand and don't, is at its core a story
of that ongoing relationship, a story of love that will
not let us go.
So hear, read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest. Because we can all use more hope.
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ST. ABAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
NOVEMBER 22 – LAST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
This final week of this Church Year has for its
Gospel, the Great Commission, which ends “Just
as you did it unto the least of these who are members of my family, you did it for me.” As we prepare for Advent and a new Church year how will
you covenant to feed the hungry, give sustenance to
the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the needy,
visit he prisoner, and/or attend the sick? We live in
a world crying for all kinds of compassionate care.
How will you be the face and hands of Jesus?
NOVEMBER 29 - ADVENT I
“Yes, O Lord you are our father, we are the clay
and you are the potter.” God wants to shape us to
be the kind of vessels that reflect his unlimited giving and grace. He offers Himself as the model par
excellence. He has given so much to each of us.
Do we do our best to reflect his generosity by our
own giving?

LESSON READINGS
NOVEMBER 22 – LAST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
NOVEMBER 29 – ADVENT I
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
I Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
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10:30 - 12:30pm
10:00 - 12:00pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506
GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE
SUNDAYS
after church coffee hour until 2 pm
Available by appointment.

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him and he will make your paths
straight Proverbs 3:5-6
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