AROUND THE PARISH
November 13, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

SUNDAY ACTIVITIES
Sunday Eucharist on Facebook or YouTube, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Study, 9:30am; I & II Timothy, Titus, led by
Eric Hanson. Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09
Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Password: SeekFirst

Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through November
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTE: If you don’t have a Facebook account,
you can watch the Sunday service on YouTube
or later as a video on the Facebook link

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays--Evening Prayer at 6 pm on Facebook
11/15 Taizé Service on Facebook
11/18 6:30 Soup Supper & Discussion on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85996400391?pwd=dENwN
2VuOWFFeGVXcEJsMmVIZWZzQT09
Meeting ID: 859 9640 0391 Password: Alban
12-12-20 Food Drive 10 am to 2 pm
12-19-20 Save the Date--ECW Christmas Party on Zoom

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!

St. Alban’s YouTube Channel

NEW OPTION FOR VIEWING WORSHIP
You now have two options for viewing our worship
services: Facebook or YouTube. On the front page
of our website there is now a link to YouTube. If
you have problems with Facebook, try YouTube.
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Fr. Greg Peters
The Vestry met on Tuesday, November 10 via
Zoom for our monthly meeting. Here’s what
we want to report back to you.
The Pledge Drive is off to a great start.
Compared to last year’s pledges, over half of
them have been submitted and over half of last
year’s resources have also been pledged. The
Drive-By Ingathering was a hoot, with 11 people participating and making the already gorgeous day even sunnier. Keep those cards and
letters coming in!
The Vestry encourages everyone to participate in the upcoming Soup Supper. We’ll be
taking up the theme that Bishop Rickel started
at Stewfest of examining Becoming Beloved
Community through the promises of the Baptismal Covenant. The theme this month is Telling the Truth about our Churches and Race and
we’ll be taking a good long look at the promise
“Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the
Lord?”
We want you to know that the Parish’s Discretionary Fund is available to help in times of
need. The Fund is administered by Deacon Jim
Gilman, Almoner Dan Mullene, and me. (Almoner is a term we have taken from the English
Church and simply means the person who is entrusted with distributing alms.) We are grateful
for your generosity in supporting the Fund. We
have a policy of spending it down to $500 by
the end of December. We haven’t had many
requests for assistance recently and we encourage you to help us identify people or social service organizations who could use assistance.
Here’s an opportunity to love your neighbor.
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The Capital Campaign will officially end on
December 31. There is still an opportunity to
contribute until then and there is a small balance left owing. We celebrate the many projects we completed during the course of the
campaign. It sure is nice to not have to worry
about water leaking through the roof and landing on the Gospel Book during the reading of
the Gospel!
The Nominations Committee has been
formed in preparation for January’s Annual
Meeting. We have two Vestry positions and
two Alternates for Diocesan Convention to
elect. It’s not too early to submit names for
these positions. If you are interested or have
suggestions for people the Nominations Committee should consider, please contact Dan
Mullene, Ceilidh Countryman, Shannon Duggan, or Susan Hanson.
At the end of the meeting we took time to
consider the people of our congregation. It being the evening before Veterans Day, we remembered with thanksgiving the many veterans
in our congregation. One of those veterans was
John Kistner. We mourned his recent death and
gave thanks for John’s faith and faithfulness in
sharing his many talents with all of us. We
prayed for Judy in her grief. Lastly, we wished
Ceilidh Countryman and Harrison Gott heath
and lasting joy as they prepare for their wedding this Saturday.

PLEDGE CARDS
Thank you to everyone who has returned a
pledge card to support St. Alban’s mission and ministries for 2021. We have received pledges from
more than half of the people who pledged last year.
There is still time to make a pledge.. You can either mail your pledge card or put it in the mail slot
nd

in Fr. Greg’s office. If you did not receive a pledge,
card, please call the Church Office, 425-778-0371
and one will be sent to you.
We enjoyed seeing several folks who participated in our Drive-by Pledge Ingathering on November
8th .

Stewardship is:
Stewardship is discipleship. We strive to put
God first in all things and to follow where Our
Lord might lead..
Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com

NEW ADDRESS:
Jan Melloy
14905 Bothell Everett Hwy #209
Mill Creek, WA 98012
206-940-4232
janmelloy@aol.com

TAIZÉ SERVICE – SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
Be sure to tune into the latest Taizé service this
Sunday, November 15th at 7:00 pm. These services
of music, chants, prayers and meditation time are
perfect for not only worship but for relaxation as
well.
John prepares new services every two weeks and
they are available on the St. Alban’s website
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org until the next service is
available so you can watch it any time.
The poem for this Taizé service is on the last 2
pages of the electronic version of this issue of ATP.
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FOOD DRIVE THANK YOU by Lee Forsberg
The actual amount of food received on the 7th
was 1,390 pounds. This is about double of the
amounts given on four previous collection days. I
am elated as to how many people we are able to
help with that amount of food stuffs. Not only that
but a check was sent to the Edmonds Food Bank for
$823 of cash donations for this week. What a day
for The Food Bank and for St. Alban’s.
This is just wonderful and neighborhood people
are getting used to us having the platform there for
them to donate. This makes them feel good about
coming to us. I think at least half of the donors
were not St. Alban’s people and they had good
comments about the event.
Of course the crew we had working are so welcoming to the donors they just naturally feel good
about the experience. Eric & Susan Hanson, Phil
McClelland, Polly Becker, and Maryellen Young
are so gracious it really says something great about
our people. I have to take a moment to thank each
of them as they are the ones who make the program
work for us and for the good of the cause.
We were blessed with a visit from Casey Davis
who spent some of her Sat. visiting with us. She
sent a thank you email stating: “All I can say is:
y'all are awesome and congratulations on an amazing job. It was great to see those I already know and
meeting some wonderful new members of the St
Alban's team”.
At last we must give thanks to the Good Lord for
making the day so supreme for the good of those in
need and for the good of the cause. Thanks be to
Him!
For the month of December there is another drop
day planned for the 12th.
Thanks to all and the Good Lord.
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CHRISTMAS FOR CHASE LAKE SCHOOL
Several years ago, Jim Nichols initiated our
Chase Lake Christmas Gift Card Drive for the
benefit of the school’s families.
Our congregation is very generous in support of
Chase Lake Community School. We want to provide this opportunity for those of us who like to give
more directly to families in need at Christmas.
You may purchase gift cards from Fred Meyer,
Safeway, WinCo or Walmart to enable families to
purchase food, clothes, gifts, etc. Designate your
donation as “Chase Lake” on the memo line of your
check. You can also put cash or a gift card in an
envelope and label the envelope “Chase Lake”
Place your name on the envelope so we can give
you credit for your contribution.
Please donate by Sunday November 29th if at all
possible. Donations received after that date will
still be used to purchase gift cards for families to be
used as needed.
Should you have any questions feel free to contact Jim Nichols a 425-771-7025.
.

EVIL –SOUP SUPPER TOPIC by Susan Hanson
Baptismal Promise: Persevere in resisting evil,
and whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to
the Lord.
I’ve been thinking about this promise, and the
response I will, with God’s help, a lot lately. I’m
not thinking about capital E Evil. I’m thinking about
small e evil. When I snap at Eric because technology is frustrating me. Or I indulge in some green-
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eyed envy over what others have that I don’t. Perhaps that little white lie that keeps me from doing
something I don’t feel like doing. The little greed of
not sharing that last piece of Halloween candy.
These are the paper cut evils that harm, but don’t
kill. The evils I need God’s help with every day.
Greg will be our speaker on this topic of our first
baptismal promise, talking about, but not promoting
evil.
Join me on Wednesday November 18th at 6:30
via Zoom to explore both the E evils and e evils of
our lives and how we can persevere in resisting, repent and return to the Lord. See Upcoming Activities for Zoom link information.

4TH QUARTER OUTREACH RECIPIENT
Please remember ChildStrive with our 3rd week
basket recipient for the 4th Quarter 2020..
ChildStrive (formerly Little Red School House)
helps advance the quality of life focusing primarily
on children ages birth to three years with, or at risk
of developmental delays and disabilities. .For more
information, go to https://childstrive.org/

JOHN GREENLAW
Former member and Vestry person John Greenlaw passed away on November 3rd from complications from heart and kidney disease.
Please hold his wife Chris and sons Patrick and
Marshall in your supportive and loving prayers.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
We would like to include your birthday in the
Birthday Prayers for your special day. To be sure
we have your date, please send the month and day
of your birthday to Jeannie Wells at
Jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
After Adult Bible Study finishes Paul’s letter to
Titus, we will tackle the book of Proverbs. Often
attributed to King Solomon, Proverbs was actually
written by several authors. It is, in fact, a “collection
of collections” whose main message is wisdom. We
can all use some of that! So please join us on Zoom,
Sunday’s from 9:30-10:15. The link is on page 1 of

the ATP, Sunday Activities block.
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NOVEMBER 15 – 24TH PENTECOST
The Gospel story of the parable of the talents
may seem harsh in terms of the master’s treatment
of the distrustful slave. But we need to remember
that God will provide for all our genuine needs.
How many of us live in a mentality of scarcity like
timid servant, rather that rejoicing and using our
own talents (money and otherwise) to show appreciation for our great abundance, and in thanksgiving
for God’s eternal beneficence?
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NOVEMBER 22 – LAST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
This final week of this Church Year has for its
Gospel, the Great Commission, which ends “Just
as you did it unto the least of these who are members of my family, you did it for me.” As we prepare for Advent and a new Church year how will
you covenant to feed the hungry, give sustenance to
the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the needy,
visit he prisoner, and/or attend the sick? We live in
a world crying for all kinds of compassionate care.
How will you be the face and hands of Jesus?
LESSON READINGS
NOVEMBER 15– 24TH PENTECOST
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
I Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
NOVEMBER 22 – LAST SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

ST. ABAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

10:30 - 12:30pm
10:00 - 12:00pm
2:00 - 4:00pm
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm

The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
stalbansedmonds@gmail.com to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait in car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

GREG’S HOME OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday 8:30 – 2:30 pm
Via email: gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmal.com
Cell: 206-778-1506
WEDNESDAY in CHURCH OFFICE
SUNDAYS
after church coffee hour until 2 pm
Available by appointment.

CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
 Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
 Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
 Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
 Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”
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You Are Who I Love by Aracelis Girmay
Aracelis Girmay grew up in Southern California and now
lives in New York with her family. She is the author of
the collage-based book changing, changing, and the poetry collections, the black maria, Kingdom Animalia,
and Teeth. She is the editor of How to Carry Water: Selected Poems of Lucille Clifton and is on the editorial
board of the African Poetry Book Fund. Girmay taught at
Hampshire College for several years, and before that facilitated community and youth writing workshops in New
York and California. She is currently the assistant chair
of the Writing Program at Pratt. Girmay was a featured
poet at Split This Rock Poetry Festival in 2016.

You are who I love, changing policies, standing
in line for water, stocking the food pantries,
making a meal
You are who I love, writing letters, calling the
senators, you who, with the seconds of your
body (with your time here), arrive on buses, on
trains, in cars, by foot to stand in the January
streets against the cool and brutal offices, saying: YOUR CRUELTY DOES NOT SPEAK
FOR ME
You are who I love, you struggling to see

You, selling roses out of a silver grocery cart
You struggling to love or find a question
You, in the park, feeding the pigeons
You cheering for the bees
You with cats in your voice in the morning,
feeding cats

You better than me, you kinder and so blistering with anger, you are who I love, standing in
the wind, salvaging the umbrellas, graduating
from school, wearing holes in your shoes

You protecting the river You are who I love
delivering babies, nursing the sick

You are who I love
weeping or touching the faces of the weeping

You with henna on your feet and a gold star in
your nose

You, Violeta Parra, grateful for the alphabet,
for sound, singing toward us in the dream

You taking your medicine, reading the magazines

You carrying your brother home
You noticing the butterflies

You looking into the faces of young people as
they pass, smiling and saying, Alright! which,
they know it, means I see you, Family. I love
you. Keep on.

Sharing your water, sharing your potatoes and
greens

You dancing in the kitchen, on the sidewalk, in
the subway waiting for the train because Stevie
Wonder, Héctor Lavoe, La Lupe
You stirring the pot of beans, you, washing
your father’s feet
You are who I love, you
reciting Darwish, then June
Feeding your heart, teaching your parents how
to do The Dougie, counting to 10, reading your
patients’ charts
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You who did and did not survive
You who cleaned the kitchens
You who built the railroad tracks and roads
You who replanted the trees, listening to the
work of squirrels and birds, you are who I love
You whose blood was taken, whose hands and
lives were taken, with or without your saying
Yes, I mean to give. You are who I love.
You who the borders crossed
You whose fires
You decent with rage, so in love with the earth
You writing poems alongside children
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You cactus, water, sparrow, crow
You, my
elder
You are who I love,
summoning the courage, making the cobbler,
getting the blood drawn, sharing the difficult
news, you always planting the marigolds, learning to walk wherever you are, learning to read
wherever you are, you baking the bread, you
come to me in dreams, you kissing the faces of
your dead wherever you are, speaking to your
children in your mother’s languages, tootsing
the birds
You are who I love, behind the library desk,
leaving who might kill you, crying with the
love songs, polishing your shoes, lighting the
candles, getting through the first day despite the
whisperers sniping fail fail fail
You are who I love, you who beat and did not
beat the odds, you who knows that any good
thing you have is the result of someone else’s
sacrifice, work, you who fights for reparations
You are who I love, you who stands at the
courthouse with the sign that reads NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE
You are who I love, singing Leonard Cohen to
the snow, you with glitter on your face, wearing
a kilt and violet lipstick

You carrying the berbere from the mill, and the
jug of oil pressed from the olives of the trees
you belong to
You studying stars, you are who I love
braiding your child’s hair
You are who I love, crossing the desert and trying to cross the desert
You are who I love, working the shifts to buy
books, rice, tomatoes,
bathing your children as you listen to the lecture, heating the kitchen with the oven, up early, up late
You are who I love, learning English, learning
Spanish, drawing flowers on your hand with a
ballpoint pen, taking the bus home
You are who I love, speaking plainly about
your pain, sucking your teeth at the airport terminal television every time the politicians say
something that offends your sense of decency,
of thought, which is often
You are who I love, throwing your hands up in
agony or disbelief, shaking your head, arguing
back, out loud or inside of yourself, holding
close your incredulity which, yes, too, I love I
love

You are who I love, sighing in your sleep

your working heart, how each of its gestures,
tiny or big, stand beside my own agony, building a forest there

You, playing drums in the procession, you feeding the chickens and humming as you hem the
skirt, you sharpening the pencil, you writing the
poem about the loneliness of the astronaut

You are who I love, carrying the signs, packing
the lunches, with the rain on your face

You wanting to listen, you trying to be so still
You are who I love, mothering the dogs, standing with horses
You in brightness and in darkness, throwing
your head back as you laugh, kissing your hand
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You at the edges and shores, in the rooms of
quiet, in the rooms of shouting, in the airport
terminal, at the bus depot saying “No!” and
each of us looking out from the gorgeous unlikelihood of our lives at all, finding ourselves
here, witnesses to each other’s tenderness,
which, this moment, is fury, is rage, which, this
moment, is another way of saying: You are who
I love You are who I love You and you and
you are who I love.
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