AROUND THE PARISH
September 4, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world

VIDEO SERVICE INFO
Sunday Eucharist is on Facebook, 10:30am
Sunday Zoom Coffee is on Zoom at 12:00pm
Wednesday Evening Prayer on Facebook, 6:00pm
Bible Study Zoom resumes Sept 13, 9:30am
Join Bible Study Zoom on the Gospel of Mark led by
Eric Hanson, Link through October
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09

Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Meeting Password: SeekFirst
Sunday, September 6 - Taizé, 7:00pm, Facebook,
Join Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through October
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09
Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634
Password: 657057
NOTES If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can watch
the Sunday service later as a video on the Facebook link.
All other events and activities have been cancelled or postponed
until further notice.

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 12:00pm.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at the
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in. Hope to see you there!
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Donate Now.”

Parish Administrator Jeanne Wells will be out
of the office beginning September 4 -21.
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Fr. Greg
This Sunday will be the last time we will be
holding outdoor, in-person services; at least for the
foreseeable future. We’ll be going back inside and
online to live streamed services only until it is safe
and prudent to meet together.
It has been wonderful seeing those of you who
chose to attend, at good safe distances, for the last
month. Thanks to you all for doing your level best
to follow all the safety procedures, protocols, and
demands placed on you in order to simply be
present.
Thanks to the crew who made the in-person
services possible:
 Sharon Joy diligently checked everyone’s temperature, while staying as far away as possible,
while also serving on altar guild;
 Jim Gilman took over officiating the services
while I was on vacation and is always there
early to help set up and late to take down all
the furniture;
 Shannon Duggan jumped at the chance to be
the reader/intercessor;
 Phil, the Ever Faithful, McClelland, made sure
that we had all the equipment that we needed,
made all that equipment work together, making
quick, mid-service, live, in-time adjustments
and major equipment replacements, took a
turn or two behind the camera, and generally
wrestled the live-streaming beast into doing
our will;
 Dan Mullene and Theresa Chase continued
their ministry behind the camera;
 John Lehrack continues to grace us with beautiful music, even while recovering from surgery to reattach a retina that at one point in his
recovery turned his vision perpendicular to the
real world – now, that’s a pro!; and
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Jeannie Wells is back to creating weekly bulletins – beautified with inspiring, evocative,
and meditative cover art.
There were many glitches, many complications,
many distractions, many obstacles. Thank you all
for your patience, suggestions, prayers, observations, and your appreciation.
After this Labor Day Sunday, we’ll be back
inside, and back to just the people directly involved
in leading the service. It will be lonelier again. It
will be more artificial again. But the production
challenges will be more manageable and the reception in homes and on computers should be better.
We’ll still be using Morning Prayer for a while –
the bulletins for the next three weeks are already
finalized. I know many of you long to return to the
Eucharist; I ask your patience.
It seems likely that, as we go forward, we will
have a regular schedule alternating between Morning Prayer and the Eucharist. The worship committee will be addressing and determining that.
I encourage you to let the words, images, and
different accents of the Morning Prayer service do
their work within you.
As I mentioned in one of my sermons, the words
of the Suffrages have molded me, shaped me,
altered my perceptions of the world, and become
integral parts of my every day, walking around, living in the world spiritual consciousness.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
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V.
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V.
R.
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Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

During this pandemic, in the midst of a momentous election season, in an economic maelstrom, in a
changing society with every assumption and norm
challenged (and rightfully so), and in what seems
like the entire international world going through a
period of extreme strain, disorder, and competition
(rather than cooperation) surely, we need Divine
mercy, salvation, righteousness, joy, peace,
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assurance, care, justice, truth, universal saving
health, generosity, hope, and pure and clean hearts.
Surely, we need the sustenance that only the Holy
Spirit can give.
And just as assuredly, we can give God thanks
and praise in the hope we declare at the end of each
Morning Prayer Service.
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can
do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:
Glory to him from generation to generation in the
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21

KUDOS FOR PHIL McCLELLAND
We owe a debt of gratitude to Phil McClelland
for all of the work he has been doing in the background around the church while we have been
away.

He researched with other churches and businesses about what equipment we need to upgrade our camera equipment for live streaming
our services.

He is currently busy working to install the
camera and get the system connected to the
internet.

He has found a couple of workers to work
around our property, especially removing the
blackberry bushes. The neighbor to the north
even came over to thank him!

When the Osengas family came, Phil worked
with them to set up their trailer with water,
electricity and connecting to the sewer as
needed.

On Aug 26th we had an outage with our phone
and internet. Phil arranged his schedule so he
could meet with the technician to get our service restored the next day, minimizing the disruption to our activities.

And these are just the items we know about, in
addition to his normal activities as Buildings
and Grounds Warden.

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAlbansEdmonds@gmail.com

There are lots of members who also do work to
help around church and keep it functioning, so it is
risky to single out one individual for thanks. However, Phil has been especially involved these last
few weeks. So next time you see Phil, tell him
thanks.

INVITATION FROM PHIL McCLELLAND
A big part of Phil McClelland’s job as Junior
Warden for Buildings & Grounds is maintaining the
church property. He and others have been diligently
working this summer on cleaning up and out.
Phil is inviting us to drive by the church grounds
and see where the blackberry bushes north of church
have been cut back. Left unattended, they take
over! Denise Robertson has been helping him keep
the weeds down in the two front beds. (Phil
“doesn’t weed”!) Craig Jacobson has a “weed eater
and will travel.” He has been working on the everpresent weeds all around the church building and
other areas.
You are also invited to drive into the back area
where the Labyrinth is looking good.
Now What?? The roof is fixed, the parking lot is
fixed. What isn’t fixed? Just like at home, one project completed makes the next one glaring!
Phil calls our attention to the back wall of the Sunday School Wing, which is in pretty bad shape. The
wall boards are split, crumbling and in need of
repair and/or replacing. It’s way too big a project
for an Eagle Scout to tackle. Phil wants to hear our
opinion of the situation.
So, despite the pandemic, you can be completely
safe driving up to church and walking around the
grounds. The beautiful, huge tree in the north grass
area is perfect for a picnic, football toss, etc.
Let’s not only thank Phil and his volunteers, but
support him in his tireless efforts to improve our
property, keep it safe and a beautiful place in which
to worship.
”LITTLE BROWN BOX”
Just a reminder of what you can pick up in the
Little Brown Box outside the Sacristy door –
current copy of Around the Parish, Quarterly issue
of Day by Day, copy of Hymnal and/or Prayer
Book.
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NEVER ASK THE QUESTION:
“What Could Possibly Go Wrong”!!!
To paraphrase Dan Mullene, “As those who
attempted to tune into Sunday’s online service
found out, we continue to find new and exciting
ways to make it even more difficult for anyone to
access a high-quality version of the St. Alban’s
Sunday service.”
Several things contributed to the problem –
battery running low, connecting charger for more
juice resulted in intermittent audio service and
music.
Fortunately, Phil McClelland was able to find a
temporary fix so the funeral service on Sunday
afternoon could be live streamed on Facebook.
Viewers have experienced frustration over the
past few weeks, but no one is more frustrated than
those members of the Communications Team who
have been working so hard to get this new technology working for our parishioners. Be assured progress is being made and better days are ahead.
Since in all likelihood we will have just one or
two more outdoor services, weather permitting, we
will soon be back inside for our Sunday service.
We had good success with our previous video
methods. The new camera recently purchased, and
that Phil has been working diligently to install and
bring online, will give us access to a high-quality
version for St. Alban’s Sunday service online!

TIME TO SHOP!!
Not many days left before our fourth Drive-By
Food Drive on Saturday, September 12, from
10:00am – 2:00pm. Plenty of time for us to hit
the grocery store to buy some non-perishable foods
to help our local food bank. There are lots of possibilities – peanut butter (primo choice!), mac and
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cheese, tuna, soups (dry or canned), spaghetti and/or
sauce, fruits, vegetables, etc.
Check with your neighbors and families for
additional donations! There is always need at food
banks for donations, but the need is even greater
during this time of COVID-19.
Our faithful food drive coordinator, Lee
Forsberg, is hoping for a big turn out for this drive!
He also needs a couple of volunteers to assist on
September 12. “It’s not hard work and is an enjoyable time with other parishioners.” Everyone feels
good donating and helping with this ministry.
“Feed my sheep!”
Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very
Small Heart, it could hold a rather large amount
of Gratitude.
A. A. Milne

TAIZÉ PRESENTATION, SUNDAY, SEPT 6
John Lehrack’s next Taizé presentation is this
Sunday, September 6, at 7:00pm, on Facebook
Live.
It goes without saying, that the peaceful program
of music, chants, prayers and times for meditation is
more than needed at this time. All Taizé programs
can be accessed from a link on the front page of St.
Alban’s website www.stalbansedmonds.org. You
can also enjoy previous programs which are available on the website.
Our thanks to our gifted Music Director John
Lehrack for preparing these presentations for our athome worship. The following is a reading John has
selected for Sunday’s presentation. He invites us to
think about the kitchen table in the poem as a metaphor for Christ’s table.
PERHAPS THE WORLD ENDS HERE
By Joy Harjo

The world begins at a kitchen table. No matter
what, we must eat to live.
The gifts of earth are brought and prepared, set on
the table. So it has been since creation, and it will
go on.
We chase chickens or dogs away from it. Babies
teethe at the corners. They scrape their knees
under it.
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It is here that children are given instructions on
what it means to be human. We make men at it,
we make women.
At this table we gossip, recall enemies and the
ghosts of lovers.
Our dreams drink coffee with us as they put their
arms around our children. They laugh with us at
our poor falling-down selves and as we put ourselves back together once again at the table.
This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella
in the sun.
Wars have begun and ended at this table. It is a
place to hide in the shadow of terror. A place to
celebrate the terrible victory.
We have given birth on this table, and have
prepared parents for burial here.
At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray
of suffering and remorse. We give thanks.
Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table,
while we are laughing and crying, eating of the
last sweet bite.

I asked for strength that I might achieve;
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to
obey.
I asked for health that I might do greater things.
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy;
I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise
of men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need
of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life;
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I had asked for,
but everything that I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers
were answered;
I am, among all men, the most richly blessed.
Prayer of an Unknown Confederate Soldier
Little Book of Prayers
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VIRTUAL SOUP SUPPER COMING!
Susan Hanson, Vestry Liaison

It’s September!!!
Only 12 days left until the Welcome Back
Virtual Soup Supper!
Have you been thinking about your Baptismal
Promises? Are you trying to live into them? Do
they affect your life? Come and join us to explore
these questions and more on Wednesday,
September 16, at 6:00pm. We’ll start with Evening Prayer, followed by Soup Supper fun and an
exploration of our Baptismal promises.
I’ve heard many folks are getting lots of tomatoes now so I’m sharing my favorite Tomato Bisque
Soup recipe.
Phone Chanterelle in Edmonds at 425-774-0650
and order their Tomato Bisque Soup for curb-side
pick-up. Try to get a side order of their incredible
dinner rolls. No rolls---go to QFC for La Brea
Three Semolina bread. Warm it up and enjoy the
feast!

Stewardship is:
Stewardship is recognizing that everything we have is a
gift from God. We can take credit for nothing. Everything we have and everything we do is a result of some
gift that God has placed into our hands.

skill. Come join with other Episcopalians from
around the Diocese of Olympia to learn about how
increasing your skill in navigating intercultural
similarity and difference can help you begin to do
the personal work necessary to navigate, understand, and support efforts to dismantle racism in our
church and in our individual lives.
Time: Sep 19, 2020 10:30 AM to Noon
https://ecww.org/event/navigating-a-changingchurch-intercultural-competency-as-a-bridge-toeffective-anti-racism-work-2/

COME AND ZOOM WITH US!
Susan Hanson, Vestry Liaison

Zoom with us as we get into our fall schedule
starting with Adult Christian Education on Sunday,
September 13, at 9:30am.
Downloading Zoom, a free downloadable app, is
fun and it’s simple. Just a few easy steps, and you
don’t need to join. Just go to www.Zoom and click
on “Join a Meeting.” The invitations needed to get
to our Zoom get-togethers are printed in ATP, and
the gatherings are closed groups so there are no
interlopers.
There are any number of people ready and
willing to help you practice getting comfortable
with it. Contact the church office and someone will
get back to you to help.
See you on Zoom!

Archdiocese of St. Louis

Send your suggestions for “What Stewardship Is…”to
Shirley Clark at shirleysee51@gmail.com

NAVIGATING A CHANGING CHURCH –
Intercultural Competency as a Bridge to
Effective Anti-Racism Work
As some of us at St. Alban’s have been exploring information about Anti-Racism, the Diocese is also a
source for resources. Following is a description
and link to a Diocesan Webinar on Anti-Racism.
Click on the link to register if you are interested.
Description: Working against structural and systemic racism in our culture and in our church takes
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MEET YOUR VESTRY
Ceilidh Countryman is new to Vestry as of its
September meeting. She has graciously responded
to our need for a member for a vacant spot the rest
of this year. (Her name is pronounced Kay-lee.)
Ceilidh is a relatively new member of St.
Alban’s, having joined in 2019. She immediately
felt a strong sense of community and is overjoyed to
have been asked to participate in St. Alban’s vestry.
Ceilidh is a student working on her Master’s in
Elementary Education, and she currently works as a
receptionist in a veterinary hospital. In her free
time, she enjoys reading, running and spending time
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with her fiancé Harrison and their beautiful rescues,
Apollo and Olympia.
In a note to Vestry, Ceilidh says, “I am very
excited and grateful to accept this responsibility. I
can’t wait for our next meeting so that I can get to
know you all a little better.”

Continuing last week’s article:
GARRISON KEILLOR ON
EPISCOPALIANS

Garrison Keillor is an American author, storyteller,
humorist, voice actor and radio personality. The
following is an excerpt from his essay. Thanks to
Dan Mullene for sharing.
Episcopalians believe their Rectors will visit
them in the hospital, even if they don’t notify them
that they are there.
Episcopalians usually follow the official liturgy
and will feel it is their way of suffering for their
sins.
Episcopalians believe in miracles and even
expect miracles, especially during their stewardship
visitation programs or when passing the plate.
Episcopalians feel that applauding for their children’s choirs will not make the kids too proud and
conceited.
Episcopalians think that the Bible forbids them
from crossing the aisle while passing the peace.
Episcopalians drink coffee as if it were the Third
Sacrament.
Episcopalians feel guilty for not staying to clean
up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall.
Episcopalians are willing to pay up to one dollar
for a meal at church.
Episcopalians still serve Jell-O in the proper
liturgical color of the season and Episcopalians
believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and
never take themselves too seriously.
And finally, you know you are an Episcopalian
when:
- It’s 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still
have coffee after the service.
- You hear something really funny during the
sermon and smile as loudly as you can.
- Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just
like coffee.
- When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say,
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”May the Force be with you,” and you respond,
“and also with you.”
- And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye.
(NOTE: Garrison Keillor attends St. John the
Evangelist Episcopal Church in St. Paul, Minnesota)

DAVID PENDLETON OAKERHATER
Cheyenne Brave Turned Servant of Christ
Oakerhater was an honored Cheyenne warrior in
the cruel conflicts with white Americans of the late
nineteenth century. While a prisoner of war at St.
Augustine, Florida he was converted to Christ.
Released, he was baptized, taking the name David
Pendleton, and studied for holy orders in Central
New York. In 1881 he was ordained deacon and
returned to his tribe in the Indian Territory, accompanied by his mentor, the Rev. John Wicks.
Oakerhater addressed his former comrades-inarms, “…You remember when I led you out to war,
I went first and what I told you was true. Now, I
have been away to the East and I have learned about
another captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is my
Leader. He goes first, and all He tells me is true. I
come back to my people to tell you to go with me
now on this new road, into a war that makes
peace…”
Many former warriors took up the cross. Father
Wicks retired in 1884 because of ill health, but
Oakerhater continued, winning hundreds to Christ.
His people called him “God’s Warrior” and “Peace
Chief.” He established the Whirlwind School near
Fay, Oklahoma, a landmark in the education and
reconciliation of the Cheyenne. For nearly half a
century, David Pendleton Oakerhater was a tower of
strength and a symbol of the new faith to his Native
American brethren.
Calendar of Saints, FM Publication
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
SEPTEMBER 6 – 14TH PENTECOST
“For wherever two or three are gathered in my
name, I am there among them.” I read or heard
somewhere that Jesus said “feed my sheep, don’t
count them!” But in reality, numbers do count, and
the support we give each other by faithful attendance at worship and by our personal and financial
participation for parish ministries is a morale boost
to all who are involved. Pray (and do you part) to
be an active part of a lively, God-centered congregation.
SEPTEMBER 13 – 15TH PENTECOST
“Not seven times, but seventy times seven” says
Jesus about how often we should forgive others.
How hard it is for us not to hang on to our hurts and
(real or imagined) ” sins against us”. But if we truly
want to live our lives in God, we need to use His
extravagant model, and not allow the “energy leak”
of nursing those grudges and hurts to affect our own
serenity and acceptance.

ST. ALBAN’S CURRENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday
10:30 - 12:30pm
Tuesday
10:00 - 12:00pm
Wednesday
2:00 - 4:00pm
Friday
1 0:30 -12:30pm; 2:00 – 4:00pm
The office isn’t open on Sundays, but there are people
around from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Before and after services,
people are available for quick business activities.
In order to maintain social distancing and minimize any
possible exposures to the Coronavirus, please observe the
following protocol:
 Please contact the Office, (425) 778-0371 or
to make appointment.
 Call the Office to inform them that you have arrived.
 Wait car, outside in the garden or under the eaves.
 Wait for further instructions – to be let in, to meet
your party, to pick up or make a delivery.
 Wear a mask.
In case of something urgent or an emergency, please call
Greg Peters on his cellphone at (206) 778-1506

Questions From You; Answers From Us
AskTheWardens@gmail.com

LESSON READINGS
SEPTEMBER 6 – 14TH PENTECOST
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20
SEPTEMBER 13 – 15TH PENTECOST
Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114 or
Canticle: The Songs of Moses and Miriam
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35
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