AROUND THE PARISH
June 12, 2020

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

VIDEO SERVICE INFO
Sunday Bible Study is on Zoom at 9:30am
Sunday Eucharist is on Facebook, 10:30am
Sunday Zoom Coffee is on Zoom at 11:30am
Wednesday Evening Prayer on Facebook, 6:00pm
Join Zoom Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark led by
Eric Hanson, Link through June:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84765370758?pwd=OEFMd2
0xL0NJNkkzQ0xJbHdaRGJ1Zz09

Meeting ID: 847 6537 0758
Meeting Password: SeekFirst
Join Zoom Coffee Hour, Link through June:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174822634?pwd=aW0vdT
YrNGtZTGVBQmdzbEJQYm9BZz09

Meeting ID: 851-7482-2634

Password: 657057

NOTES If you don’t have a Facebook account, you
can watch the Sunday service later as a video on the
Facebook link.
All other events and activities have been
cancelled or postponed until further notice.

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR
Zoom Coffee will begin at 11:30am.
There are two ways to join, click on Zoom
link above. OR go to “zoom.us” on Internet,
click on “Join A Meeting” in upper right hand side, at
prompt enter meeting code and then password (noted
above). Next prompt is “Enter Meeting.” Click on “Join
with audio” so you can chime in.
Hope to see you there!
CHURCH PLEDGES & DONATIONS
Please continue donations and pledges by:
Mail check to church
21405-82nd Pl W, Edmonds, WA 98026
Drop off through the slot in Greg’s door.
Bank Bill Pay – ask bank to send check
to St. Alban’s
Online donation, go to
www.StAlbansEdmonds.org and click on
“Giving” and then “Donate Now
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Fr. Greg Peters
“We need a strong God. We need a strong God.”
This week, I’m going to give you an assignment.
If you don’t have access to the internet, I hope you
can find someone who can help you, otherwise you
will miss out.
Your assignment is to watch three videos. You
might find it a pretty big commitment – two and a
half hours of video. More than time though, you
have to be committed to hearing things that will
disturb you. Nothing violent, mind you, or even
offensive, just other people’s perspectives, another
person’s truth. You will at least be made uncomfortable; I was.
You’ll – and I! - have to be willing to be convicted, willing to repent, willing to own sin that is
not yours alone, not mine alone, but all of ours
together, and willing to be reformed and remade as
a people and as a nation.
I don’t’ know if it matters which order you watch
these videos in. Two are from this week, a panel
discussion convened by Oprah Winfrey in response
to the state of our country as demonstrated by the
reaction and calls for change in response to the
murder of George Floyd. Each is an hour long and
features ten black thought leaders from all over the
country, professors, artists, organizers, authors,
politicians, religious leaders. Each tells what it’s
like to be a black person in America today; really
what it’s like to be a black person throughout American history.
The third is a dialogue between James Baldwin
and Reinhold Niebuhr discussing the state of our
nation and our churches in 1963 in the aftermath of
the Birmingham Church Bombing. I saw this one
first and was stunned by how relevant and pertinent
this discussion was to our current situation.
Here are the links. See what you think.
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Presbyterian History Society Baldwin and Niebuhr
on the Meaning of the Birmingham Church
Bombing
https://digital.history.pcusa.org/islandora/object/isla
ndora:71692

first Drive Up Food Bank Drive and is glad to
know that it will be held again on Saturday, June
27, and encourages parishioners to participate,
contribute, and tell others about it.

Oprah Winfrey, Where do we go from here?
Part One
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=RDCMUCKB
nlTTgEnhIXv_c4LvvyMQ&v=09ysfL2SlHo&feature=e
mb_rel_end
Part Two
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jy6LpivqIM
“We need a strong God” is the song that runs
throughout the Oprah videos. It was true for biblical writers, “your right hand, Oh God, is strong to
save” and it is true for us today as we face the
opportunities for and challenges of tremendous
change.
As a nation we might work at the surface level
issues or we might go deeper and explore the fundamental assumptions of our society. We might be
led to see each other in a new light and treat each
other with new honesty and integrity. The first
might feel good, but the second will be good, possibly painfully humbling, but ultimately good.
Liberty is good, and being liberated from falsehood
is part of that – a holy part of liberty.
We need a strong God to guide us through.

ITEMS FROM JUNE 9 VESTRY MEETING
1. A Committee is being formed to make preparations for coming back together for in-person
worship and reopening the church building.
2. The Annual Picnic in Edmonds Park has been
cancelled, but we will look for opportunities to
have a similar event on the church grounds.
3. We have once again decided to continue paying
Jeannie Wells, John Lehrack and Greg Peters,
even though their hours and work schedules have
been disrupted.
4. The Vestry was heartened by the success of the
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STOCK UP NOW FOR FOOD DRIVE UP!!
Now is a good time to start purchasing nonperishable foods for our second Drive Up Food
Drive on Saturday, June 27, from 9:00am2:00pm.
Just add a couple of items to your family shopping list for the next couple of weeks. Your items,
plus those of others, will add up and make a great
difference in the lives of our neighbors. The need is
great – and we can help!

ONLINE TAIZE EXPERIENCE
If you want and/or need a few minutes of calming and reflective moments, watch John Lehrack’s
Online Taize Experience. Our creative and talented
Music Director has created several different Taize
services which can be viewed any time at your convenience by going to www.stalbansedmonds.org
and scrolling down until you see “ONLINE TAIZÉ
EXPERIENCE Sunday June 7th.” Click on the
link. and you will find the service.
The next one will be posted Sunday, June 21, by
7:00pm. We are grateful to John for providing
these services for our at-home worship.

ONE DIOCESE ONE CHURCH
If you missed the One Diocese One Church service on Sunday, June 7, you can watch it by clicking
on the link below. The music was exceptional, so
you may want to at least listen to it at the beginning
of the service..
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=se50oF0nm5M
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MAY FINANCIALS
Maryellen Young, Treasurer

MADE-TO-ORDER FACE MASKS
One of our parishioners recently mentioned not
having a place to buy nice face masks. And, we
have the perfect answer for her!
The April 9 Around the Parish, included an article about the wonderful face masks being made by
St. Alban’s own Maisy Hochstetler. Her masks are
100% cotton, 2-ply, pleated with elastic inside the
casings and a nosepiece for both comfort and the
ability to customize the fit according to your face.
Maisy has over 100 fabrics to choose from;
because of their popularity, she updates her fabrics
weekly. The best way to see the current fabrics
available is to go to her Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/mamamaei.
There are four sizes to choose from: Small for
children ages 2-8; Medium for tweens; Large for
teens and women and XL for women and men. If
there are concerns about larger sizes, special fit,
fabric ties or extra elastic, Maisy will customize at
no additional cost.
There is a suggested donation of $5 per mask.
Maisy has donated masks to St. Alban’s and there
are some available at the church.
Masks can be picked up at church or mailed at a
cost of $5 for first four, over five mailed for $8. For
additional information and with questions, you can
reach Maisy at 425-780-9970 or
Maisy.menold@gmail.com. Photos of the many
available fabrics can be sent to you.
Many parishioners and others have purchased
masks from Maisy and are incredibly happy with
the workmanship and the amazing number of fabric
patterns offered.
ANONYMOUS WORKER BEES
Many thanks to the kind hearts and hardworking hands of the unknown persons who
have dedicated some time to cleaning up the
church grounds. The front beds have been
weeded and trimmed; many of the ever-present
weeds on the back bank have been uprooted.
And the grass and labyrinth continue to be
mowed. Thank you !
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We continue to be very grateful to our church
family for continuing to support our church during
these challenging times. Income for May was
$16,881 compared to the budget of $13,569, or
$3,312 over budget. However, sometimes with five
Sundays in May, some donations may be for June.
Year-to-date we are $633 over budget .
Expenses for May were $14,791 compared to a
budget of $14,893 or ($102) under budget . Our
year-to-date expense totals are ($4,573) under
budget. The primary areas where we are underrunning the budget are utilities, maintenance, and
fellowship—because of less kitchen supplies and
coffee hour expenses.
Year to date we continue in a positive position
based on income close to budget and expenses
below budget.
Total Actual Income (year-to-date)
Total Budget Income (year-to-date)
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$77,369
$76,736
$
633

Total Actual Expenses (year-to-date)
Total Budget Expenses (year-to-date)
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget

$72,903
$77,476
($ 4,573)

Net Total Income minus Total Expenses
Actuals Minus Budget

$ 4,466
$ 5,206

Dear Member of St. Albans Episcopal Church,
Can you provide Christian hospitality?
St. Albans recently received a request from an
Episcopal family, Mr. and Mrs. Osenga (plus a nine
year old son). They need a temporary space for
parking their Airstream travel trailer, in which they
currently reside. They must vacate their current
space by June 17, 2020. They are inquiring to see if
anyone in our church community has temporary
space for their trailer. Temporary may be anywhere
from three weeks to several months, but not later
than the second week in September 2020, after
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which they have already identified a more permanent place of residence.
Here are details:
*Family of three, religiously connected to the
Episcopal tradition and to St. Marks Cathedral
*Jeremy works in Lynnwood and Seattle; Amanda
works from home; home schools son
*Airstream RV Argosy is only 26 feet long
*Electricity is from extension cords, regular outlets,
not RV electricity
*Don’t need a water hook up, just outdoor access to
water to fill up tanks
*Have own composting toilet facility
*Own shower
*Own laundry
*Wear masks; social/physical distancing
*Can pay up to $350.00 a month rent
If you think you might be able to help and host
this family temporarily, please contact:
Jim Gilman, 425-409-1374
namlig74@gmail.com

LISA COALE’S DAUGHTER BRENNA
The Church has received incredibly sad news
from Lisa Coale that her daughter Brenna, age 34,
died on May 30. Brenna literally grew up at St.
Alban’s, attending the preschool in the mornings
and afternoons while Lisa worked in the office.
Brenna was an acolyte and worked regularly in the
nursery and with Sunday School.
Lisa also grew up at church and served twice as
parish administrator. She and her family were longtime members of our church family.
Brenna’s family is making plans for a gathering
when the current restrictions are lifted. Home
address: Lisa & John Coale, 5928 148th Pl SW,
Edmonds 98026

MEDITATING ON THE WORD
The following quote is from Forward Movement’s Forward Day by Day archives for September 1, 1939.
Psalm 42:10 – The Lord grants his loving kindness
in the daytime, in the night season his song is with
me, a prayer to the God of my life.
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Some of you who read this psalm can echo the
words from the depths of your hearts, for you too
hunger and thirst for the living God. You have a
spiritual kinship with the psalmist’s Godward desire
and with his love of the temple.
But to some of you, the psalm perhaps seems
unreal – a spiritual experience that you have never
had. How can it be yours?
Spiritual growth is a slow process. We must be
patient as though training a child. Our Lord was
patient with the slow growth of his disciples. He
judges us not by what we are now but by what we
are on the way to becoming. As Jesus is patient
with us, so we should be patient with ourselves, not
excusing our failures but not despondent over them.
Reality, earnestness, and faith in God are the essentials. These we all can have.

KEEPING PERSPECTIVE…
As you get older, you’ve got to stay positive. For
example, the other day I fell down the stairs.
Instead of getting upset, I just thought, “Wow,
that’s the fastest I’ve moved in years.”

U.S. CENSUS 2020
The United States Constitution mandates that the
country conduct a count of its population once every
ten years. This includes the 50 states and the five
U.S. Territories. By the end of April 2020, most
households received their census invitation by mail.
A few census invitations are dropped off at homes
or counted in person.
Census Data Are Used for:
*Forecasting future transportation needs for all
segments of the population.
*Drawing federal, state and local legislative
districts.
*Developing assistance programs for American
Indians and Alaska Natives.
*Distributing over $675 billion annually in
federal funds and even more in state funds.
Funds are used for education and public
services like parks, public transportation,
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health care, emergency services and more.
*Designing public safety strategies.
*Planning budgets for government at all levels.

POP UP DONOR CENTER
Starting June 15 from 10:00am-6:00pm,
Bloodworks Northwest will be holding a blood
drive at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 17321 44th Ave W, Lynnwood.
Your donation appointment of just one hour is a
safe and essential action to support local hospitals.
Visit bloodworksnw.org/coronavirus for
information regarding blood donation during Covid19. Appointments can be scheduled at
schedule@bloodworksnw.org or call
800-398-7888.

FRIENDSHIP
Lord Jesus, thank you for being our friend and for
enriching our lives with so many gifts of your
love.
Thank you too for human friends and for all they
mean to us.
We thank you especially for those who have helped
us and stood by us in difficult times.
Help us, who have received so much, to give true
friendship to others, in your name and for your
sake.

JUNE 21 – 3RD SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
And then there is that so-hard-to-believe phrase,
”even the hairs of your head are all counted.” How
can that be? Does God really have time for such
trivial details? But God truly does value and care
for every aspect of His creation…that’s part of what
makes him God! And the hair counting is meant to
be some hyperbole to stress just how very important
you and all of us are to Him. The world cannot
offer that kind of blessing. What an incomprehensible gift He has given each of us who are willing to
accept it!

LESSON READINGS
JUNE 14 – 2ND SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) or Exodus 19:2-8a
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 or Psalm 100
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23)
JUNE 21 – 3rd SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
Genesis 21:8-21 or Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 or
Psalm 69:8-11, (12-17), 18-20
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

Family Prayers, Forward Movement

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
JUNE 14 – 2ND SUNDAY aft PENTECOST
Both “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few…” and ”as you go, proclaim the good news”
should speak to us. Our names will probably never
be preserved for posterity as were those of the
baptismal covenant seriously, we are called to join
the laborers and, by our lives and words, proclaim
that Good News.
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