AROUND THE PARISH
October 31, 2019
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

COMING EVENTS
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/10
11/11
11/12
11/13

2:00-4:00pm, Music Recital
7:00pm, Tazie Service
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
9:45am, Safety Training, PH
(between services)
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Vestry, PH
6:30pm, Outreach Meeting, PH
PLANNING AHEAD

11/18 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/19 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
11/20 12:00pm, Noon Reflections
6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, Reflections
11/22 4:00-5:30pm, WECP Readathon, PH
11/25 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/27 6:00pm, Pre Thanksgiving
Evening Prayer, Refreshments
11/28 THANKSGIVING
12 - 5:00pm, Private Event, Kitchen/PH
12/1 6:00pm, CHRISTMAS CONCERT
12/2 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
12/3 6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
12/14 10:00am, ECW Christmas Party
3:00pm, Private Event, PH

nd

Fr. Greg Peters
Earlier this week I attended a presentation
by the Church Pension Group (CPG) on Socially Responsible Investing, emphasizing Shareholder Engagement. This means how shareholders can influence companies to become
more socially, economically, and environmentally beneficial to their employees, the communities in which they operated, and to be better
stewards of the earth.
In a nutshell, how we, who are charged with
being good stewards of the financial resources
of our congregations, can ensure that we are
also good stewards of our fellow citizens, our
communities, and our earth. It’s a more comprehensive understanding financial stewardship.
We heard about some of the ways that CPG
has used the power of its – our – investments
beneficially. In one case, we invested in a project in east Africa that sold solar panels for
individual households. The company made a
fair profit, the homes are able to produce
enough electricity to convert from kerosene
lamps to efficient lighting systems, the people
in the homes (particularly women who spend
more time indoors) are no longer exposed to the
fumes of burning kerosene so their health has
improved.
In another case, CPG, working with other
investing firms, has been able to influence a
large US company to diversify the make-up of
its board of directors. This took several years
of patient and sustained effort and partnership.
The board went from being comprised solely of
white men to be more representative of the
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diverse backgrounds of their employees, their
customers, and their community. To top it off,
with the different perspectives that new board
members brought to its leadership, the company
became even more profitable.
So CPG, operating under principles of the
Baptismal Covenant, (particularly the fourth
and fifth questions,“Will you seek and serve
Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?” and “Will you strive for justice and
peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?”) was able to positively
affect this company. Values based investing
led to increased social and economic value.
As a congregation, we are wrapping up our
Stewardship Campaign, but really stewardship
is a 24/7/365 proposition. How we lead our
lives, conduct our business, spend our money,
employ our resources, nurture our minds, feed
our bodies, and utilize our many gifts are essentially exercises in ongoing, year-round stewardship. Our relationship with Christ informs and
shapes our relationships with each other
through Christ. You will note that year-round
stewardship is one of our Mutual Ministry
Agreement Goals.
If the CPG’s efforts have any lesson it is that
our Values have Value. The value of the things
of commerce are inextricably intertwined with
the value of people, relationships, communities,
the communities of nations, and the community
of creation. Good stewardship incorporates and
encompasses all these things.
As we continue to develop and grow as
stewards, let us be guided by the precepts of our
faith. Stewardship is itself a spiritual discipline.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Be sure to turn your clocks
back one hour.
nd

INGATHERING & ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Ingathering of 2020 pledges in support
of our church and its missions is Sunday,
November 3rd . During this service, pledges
will be presented as a separate offering on a
special altar. If you are unable to attend church
on November 3, your pledge can be returned
the following week or dropped in the mail to
church. Pledge cards were mailed to parishioners on October 25; if you did not receive one,
please call the church office and one will be
mailed to you.
November 3 is also All Saints Day, when
we remember our departed brothers and sisters.
You are invited to bring photos or mementos of
loved ones to church, and they will be placed
on the altar for blessing at both services.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY DAY
Saturday, October 19, was the day St.
Alban’s volunteers donated their time to help
Habitat for Humanity at a job site in Gold Bar.
The group met at church and carpooled to the
site of a two-story house.
Habitat volunteers are tasked with a specific
job assignment and all the necessary supplies
are at hand. St. Alban’s volunteers primed all
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the interior walls of the house and finished
well within their allotted time four-hour’s
time. (Rumor has it that someone came out
with rather white-streaked hair.) The house is
scheduled to be finished and dedicated by
December 21, 2019.
Deacon Jim Gilman headed up our crew of
Keith LaBelle, Jenny and Mike Lutz, Shannon
Duggan, Herman Siqueland, Jake and Cindi
Jacobson, Steve Forsythe and Wendre
Vaughan. Many thanks to these volunteers for
a job well done and their generosity!
Jim announced that there would be other
Habitat projects coming up and an opportunity
for more volunteers.

TAIZE – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Come join us for our next Taizé Service on
Sunday, November 3rd, 7:00pm. This service
will be extra special because we will be joined
with musicians from Edmonds Lutheran.
The sanctuary is filled with beautiful candlelight for this service of music, lessons, prayers
and silence, making it an evening to remember.
Taizé music is beautiful, simple, repetitive
chant sung as a prayer. This is a perfect opportunity to invite others to join us. We appreciate
the gifts and leadership of John Lehrack, St.
Alban’s Music Director, for making this service
possible and now a tradition. Refreshments will
be served following this service.

For those who miss the Episcopal Book Store,
check out the Episcopal Shoppe, Fayetteville, NC
(episcopalshoppe.com). Website includes bibles,
prayer books, candles, gifts, note cards, etc., and
“All Things Episcopal.”
nd

STEW FEST FILLS FOLKS WITH
FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP
Dan Mullene, Stewardship Chair

A good crowd was on hand Wednesday,
October 16, in our Parish Hall to celebrate the
2019 Stew Fest, as part of our continuing Stewardship Campaign for this year. The event
started with Evening Prayer, followed by a
dinner of wonderful stews, salads and desserts.
An entertaining video entitled, “The Committee: Stewardship” from the Chuck Knows
Church web series provided insight into what
stewardship is really all about. A short discussion and group conversation afterwards helped
expand the topics. (The video and other interesting church topics can be found at chuckknowschurch.com and on YouTube).
One of the themes in the video was the
scripture about the rich man who asked Jesus
what he needed to do to receive eternal life
(Luke 18:18-27). As you know, Jesus told him,
“sell everything you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then
come, follow me."
Another theme was the story of the “widow’s mite” (Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4) about
the woman who contributed all that she had,
and as was so ably explained to us a few Sundays ago by parishioner Barb Lagozzino in her
Stewardship Moment testimonial.
As a humorous way to remember just how
difficult it is for all of us to let all of our earthly
possessions go, we also viewed the George Carlin video on “stuff,” which reminded us just
how easily we become obsessed with the things
we collect in our lives.
The evening was a success due to all the
folks who brought their stews and salads, and
all who shared their fellowship with one another. Many thanks to everyone who came and
participated!
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“LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE”
Excerpts from Monday Matters column
by Jay Sidebotham

Matthew 5:14-16: Let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
“You are the light of the world.”
 Not you ought to be.
 Not apply to be.
 Not work really hard to be.
 Not give it your best shot.
 But be who you are.
It implies the amazing grace that there is the
glow of God’s image in each one of us. A gift.
It’s the amazing truth embedded in the baptismal covenant, the truth that Christ (the light of
the world) can be sought and served in all persons. Even the jerks. Maybe even especially
them.
I hear Jesus saying to disciples (again, you
and me) that if we grasp the notion that we
might well be the light of the world, we are to
let that light shine. Let the goodness of God’s
creation be seen.
Give thanks for the good news that you are
the light of the world. You may feel dim, but
God apparently does not share that opinion.
You have within yourself the brightness of
God.
And as you give thanks for the light that is in
you, let that light shine, not so others will see
how great you are, but so that by the light of
your shiny life they will come to see something
of the glory of God. Pause and ask the Holy
Spirit to show you how to let that light shine
this week.

nd

SOUP SUPPER
Please join us for the Soup Supper on
Wednesday evening, November 20, at
6:30pm. Father Greg and Eric Hanson will present the first in a series of talks on How to Read
Scripture. It will be informative and, hopefully,
entertaining. The Service of Evening Prayer
precedes supper at 6:00pm.
For those who are unable to attend the soup
supper, we will also be doing this presentation
at 12:00pm the same day. Bring a brown bag
lunch with you.

ONLINE GIVING COMING SOON
St. Alban’s is working on developing a
program that will allow for online giving.
Watch for more information to come soon.

MEET YOUR VESTRY
Susan Hanson has been a parishioner at St.
Alban ‘s for 15 years, attending our 10:30am
service. She currently serves on Vestry as liaison for “the all-encompassing Faith Formation.” Being “in the know” and hopefully
being able to be of service is what Susan likes
best about being a vestry member.
Being born in Edmonton, Alberta, Susan
hardly considers Canada a “foreign” country.
Despite recent trips to Canada, Susan considers
the trip she and husband Eric made to Croatia
as the last foreign country visited. Her favorite
place locally is Whidbey Island. As far as
favorite foods, Susan favors anything Eric
makes for dinner!
Susan’s favorite hobbies include reading,
quilting, knitting or being with grandchildren.
Naming a favorite author was difficult, however…”there’s always Louise Penny.”
The saints sitting in the pews around her are
Susan’s favorite saints. Her present favorite
scripture passage is John 1:10 – “He was in the
world and the world was made by Him and the
world knew Him not.” Noting that her scripture
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preference frequently changes, Susan’s thought
about this one is “of the great sacrifice Jesus
made for all. Imagine, He was in the world, He
made and it didn’t know Him and still He
stayed for me.”
Many thanks to Susan for her dedication and
her many contributions to St. Alban’s.

OUTREACH DONATIONS PROCESS
On the 3rd week of each month we pass an
Outreach Basket for a charity that has been
determined by a vote of the congregation. Each
year we review the criteria that has been established, solicit suggestions from the congregation and invite members of the congregation to
vote. This process has been happening for
about five years now.
A meeting is planned for Wednesday,
November 13, at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall to
review this process and determine if we would
like to make any changes for the future. We
invite members of the congregation who are
interested in Outreach Donations to participate
with us at this meeting and consider joining this
ministry. If you have any questions, please
contact a member of the Outreach Donation
Ministry: Carrie Cone, Connie Forsberg,
Maureen Forsythe, Mary Fowler or Maryellen
Young

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
ALREADY??
This is about the time of year when I notice
people online complaining about Christmas
decorations appearing in stores and malls. I
have never been known to join in these complaints.
The last few years, I haven’t actually minded. I’ve had a bit of an attitude change, and I
nd

want to invite you to reconsider your reaction if
you see red when you see the red & green.
As I read in someone’s post several years
ago, “It isn’t the job of commerce to keep the
feasts. That’s what church is for.” In other
words, we shouldn’t expect the mall to put up
and take down their Christmas decorations
according to the liturgical calendar. We do that
in our churches and homes
If I wanted to take a cynical view, I could
get upset that people in the mall are trying to
commercialize Jesus’ birth. Outrageous! But
is it? Their job is to sell stuff. It’s our choice
whether or not we buy. It’s our choice how we
practice our Christmas faith. It’s our choice
how we teach our children about presents and
Christmas.
I try to take a more generous view now,
though I confess I’m not always successful.
Seeing Christmas decorations – even completely secular ones – in public offers us an occasion to talk about Jesus. “Jesus is the reason
for the reason” is a cliché, but it’s not wrong.
You won’t find a Christmas tree at our
house until Christmas – but you will see an
“Advent shrub” for most of December. You
won’t find me playing Christmas music in the
car before Christmastide. But when I’m out
and around, I’m glad to hum along and enjoy
some holiday festivity. Maybe I’ll even try to
find a way to have a conversation or two about
why we celebrate Christmas. And if we can
manage that, isn’t it a blessing?
I’m not wishing people a Merry Christmas
yet, but I’m trying not to be the Grinch. How
about you?
Scott Gunn, Executive Director
Forward Movement
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Total Income (actual year to date)
$111,788.54
Total Income (budget year-to-date) $109,559.00
Total Actual Income minus Budget $
2,229.54
Total Expenses (actual year-to-date) $121,880.49
Total Expenses (budget year-to-date) $124,757.00
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget
($2,875.51)
Net YTD Total Actuals Minus Budget $ 5,106.05
Net Total Income minus Total Expense ($10,091.95)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
ST. ALBAN’S CELTIC CHRISTMAS
CONCERT,
December 1, 2019, 6:00-7:30pm
This year’s Celtic performers provide “songs
to bring light to the darkest day” with 4-part
vocal harmonies and a wide variety of instruments, including guitar, hurdy-gurdy, recorders,
African hand-drum, hammered dulcimer, Irish
whistles, cittern and bouzouki. “Winter’s
Return” is a celebration of the season and its
diverse festivities.
All concert proceeds benefit Chase Lake
Community School’s Safety Net program. All
are welcome. A donation in cash, check (to St.
Alban’s with “Chase Lake” noted on check), or
a non-perishable food item is appreciated.
Refreshments will be provided following the
concert.
Jeff Johnson’s Celtic Music will return to
St. Alban’s in the spring on Sunday, March 29,
2020. Save the date!
Our concerts are provided by St. Alban’s
Endowment Fund with all proceeds going
directly to benefit Chase Lake Community
School’s Safety Net program.

SEPTEMBER FINANCIALS
Income for September was $16,065 compared to the budget of $ 11,839.00. September
had 5 Sundays and we normally get increased
donations in months with 5 Sundays, plus donations in August were lower than normal.
Expenses for September were $10,742.75
compared to a budget of $12,474.00.
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SAFETY TRAINING
The Safety and Security Committee has scheduled an Active Shooter/Escape Route Training for
St. Alban’s on Sunday, November 10, at 9:45am
with Coordinator Clark Chase.
Please plan on participating in this important
training.

SMILE AMAZON Program
St. Alban’s is now a participant in the Smile
Amazon program, thanks to the suggestion and
effort of Theresa Chase. If you shop online at
Amazon, you can help contribute to St. Aban’s.
As you shop, 0.5 % of each eligible purchase
will be donated to St. Alban’s. It is very simple
to do by following these simple instructions:
 Log onto https://smile.amazon.com (NOT
the www.Amazon.com site) using your regular Amazon User Name and Password.
 You will be prompted to select a charitable
organization.
 Type in: St. Alban’s Edmonds as “Your
current charity.” (Make sure it is the one
located in Edmonds, WA!!)
 Then, start shopping!

TASK FORCE ON SEXUAL
HARASSMENT & DISCRIMINATION
When Bishop Rickel returns from his
sabbatical at the end of October, he will be
forming a Sexual Harassment & Discrimination
Task Force in response to a Resolution from the
2018 Diocesan Convention.
All members of the Diocese are welcome to
express an interest in serving on this task force.
However, the resolution sates, “preference will
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be given to those who have experience in dealing with harassment and its effects, such as
psychologists/psychiatrists, medical doctors,
employment lawyers, HR professionals.”
Additionally, those who have experienced
sexual harassment, discrimination, abuse and
violence will be prioritized. The task force will
also prioritize diversity among multiple dimensions, including race, age, gender, ability and
LGBTS+ identity. Clergy will not be preferred
over lay people.
If interested, please contact
jkdaugherty@saintmarks.org.

GOODWILL DONATION DRIVE
For CHASE LAKE ELEMENTARY
November 9, 2019
Join us for an event that will help you purge
your closets and benefit Chase Lake
Elementary. On Saturday, November 9,
9:00am-12:00pm, Goodwill will have two
28-foot trucks in the parking lot of Edmonds
Lutheran Church. They accept everything
except for mattresses.
Goodwill will make a donation of $600 to
Chase Lake Elementary for each truck we fill.
The goal is to fill two trucks and raise $1,200.
So purge your closets. Your unwanted items
will help support our local schools.
Edmonds Lutheran Church, 23525 84thAve W,
Edmonds (425-744-8090)

HOLIDAYS FOR SEAFARERS
Seafarers visiting Seattle during the holidays
are on-the-job, far from home and alone. The
Mission for Seafarers needs our donations to
help provide “ditty bags” filled with hats, toiletries, candy and sometimes a bible for these port
visitors. The goal is to have donations of cash
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or check (made out to St. Alban’s with Seafarers noted on memo line) or items to provide
2,000 gift bags.
The following are donation items needed.
(Target, Costco and the Dollar Store are great
sources for suitable items). 16 oz shampoo,
toothbrushes, 5.6-6.2 oz toothpaste, disposable
razors, bar soap, deodorant, playing cards, knit
or fleece hats, small New Testaments, Gospels
of John.

PUGET SOUND MUSIC ACADEMY
FALL RECITAL
Sunday, November 3, 2019
2:00pm - 3:30pm
The Puget Sound Music Academy’s Fall
Recital will be held on Sunday, November 3, at
2:00pm, here at St. Alban's. We are invited to
attend as students present an afternoon of music
for strings, voice, and piano, followed by a
special guest performance TBD. Refreshments
to follow!

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
November 3 – 21st Pentecost
Jesus says “For the Son of man came to seek
out and to save the lost.” We are reminded that
all of us could at one time or another be
counted among the lost. And we cannot be
“found” by our own merit. God looks for us
always. As some of the parables tell us, he will
search far and long to bring us into a renewed
relationship. If God seems far away, perhaps
we need to assist the search by intentionally
responding to that continual, loving call.
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November 10 – 22nd Pentecost
In this time around Veteran’s Day, let us
remember all who have served (or now serve)
in our country’s Armed Forces. Ó Judge of the
nations, we remember before you with grateful
hearts the men and women of our country who
in days of decision ventured much for the
liberties we now enjoy…” (BCP, p. 830). May
part of our faith journeys be the willingness to
pursue peace, and to work for the Kingdom Day
when the sacrifices of war no longer need to be
made.
November 17 – 23 Pentecost
“Brothers and sisters, do not weary in doing
what is right.” As disciples and stewards, “in
training,” part of what is right for us is loving
God with all our hearts, minds and souls, and
continually striving to frequently and
generously thank Him for every good gift we
have been given…and they have been many!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
For a link to the weekly readings, click
http://www.lectionarypage.net
November 3
Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-8
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12/ Luke 19:1-10
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Reilly Mannery
November 10
Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Susan Hanson
EM: Eric Hanson
November 17
Malachi 4:1-2a, Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-10
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Sharon Joy
10:30 Lector: Jean Burpee
EM: Connie Forsberg
November 24
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Herman Siqueland
EM: Dan Mullene
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