AROUND THE PARISH
November 15, 2019
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

11/18
11/19
11/20

11/22
11/25
11/27
11/28

COMING EVENTS
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
12:00pm, Noon Reflections, PH
(How to Read Scripture)
6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, Reflections
7:00-8:30pm, Boy Scouts, Annex
4:00-5:30pm, WECP Readathon, PH
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Pre Thanksgiving
Evening Prayer, Refreshments
THANKSGIVING
12 - 5:00pm, Private Event, Kitchen/PH

PLANNING AHEAD
6:00pm, CHRISTMAS CONCERT
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
12/14 10:00am, ECW Christmas Party
12/1
12/2
12/3

THANKSGIVING EVE GATHERING &
EVENING PRAYER
Come for a light meal and intimate Eucharist
Service to take a breath, give thanks and enjoy
the company of your friends in Christ before
the whirlwind that is Thanksgiving Day.
We’ll start at 6:00pm on November 27 with
a meal of “small bites” – specifically nonThanksgiving food bites! – refreshments and
good cheer, then end the evening with Eucharist. Please sign up to bring something to share
or to set-up or clean-up on the sign-up sheet in
the Parish Hall. Please invite family, friends
and neighbors.
nd

Fr. Greg Peters
As we prepare for Advent, there are three
events that I want to bring to your attention.
First, on Wednesday, November 27, we will
celebrate Thanksgiving Eve. As in the past
couple of years, we’ll start with a simple but
festive meal of finger foods and some warm
drinks, then, after we’ve cleaned up, we’ll
move into the sanctuary for an informal and
intimate Eucharist service. Please sign up and
bring something to share. The only parameters
are that the dishes should be simple – store
bought, ready to heat up is what we’ve done in
the past – and that they be non-traditional
Thanksgiving fare (we don’t want to compete
with the official holiday), and that they be easy
to clean up after. I’m already signed up to
make the mulled wine and cider. I can’t wait to
see and taste what you all come up with.
Second, on Sunday, December 1, Winter’s
Return. This is our annual Christmastide concert benefitting Chase Lake Community
School’s Safety Net Program. Felicia Dale,
William Pint, Tania Opland and Mike Freeman
perform a diverse collection of songs and
instrumental music celebrating the season of
God’s great gift of himself to and for all of us.
I hope you’ll invite friends, family, and neighbors to this wonderful event.
Third, on Sunday, December 7, St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church is hosting their annual
Advent Party. This, too, is a festive fundraising
event for Chaplains on the Harbor and Harbor
Roots, which are respectively a mission and a
ministry of the Episcopal Church in Grays
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Harbor County. Chaplains on the Harbor ministers to and advocates for those experiencing
homelessness in the Aberdeen/Hoquiam area.
Harbor Roots is a ministry that works with
those in recovery and the formerly incarcerated
in an agricultural setting, training them organic
farming and marketing. Please check St. Paul’s
website for more information and directions;
www.stpaulseattle.org/adventparty
These events, I think, exemplify our faith as
thanksgiving people. As you know, Eucharist
means Thanksgiving in Greek. Our worship is
centered around the Thanksgiving meal, served
at a Thanksgiving table, which strengthens us to
minister to and serve our neighbors in the name
of our Savior. As Christians, too, we know our
neighbors are in our congregation, our local
community and more distantly throughout the
world.
I hope you’ll be able to attend each of these
events. They are opportunities to express our
thanks, celebrate our common life in Christ,
prepare our hearts for the coming our Savior,
and to share generously from the bountiful
wealth given to us in God’s great love.

SOUP SUPPER
Please join us for the Soup Supper on
Wednesday evening, November 20, at
6:30pm. Father Greg and Eric Hanson will
present the first in a series of talks on How to
Read Scripture. It will be informative and,
hopefully, entertaining. The Service of Evening Prayer precedes supper at 6:00pm.
For those who are unable to attend the soup
supper, we will also be doing this presentation
at 12:00pm the same day. Bring a brown bag
lunch with you.

nd

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS
GIFT CARD DONATIONS
Several years ago, Jim Nichols initiated our
Chase Lake Christmas Card drive for the benefit of the school’s families. Holidays can be
very difficult for families who live below the
poverty line.
Our congregation is very generous in support of Chase Lake Community School. We
want to provide this opportunity for those of us
who like to give more directly to families in
need at Christmas
Gift cards from Fred Meyers enable families
to purchase foods, clothes, gifts, etc. These
gift cards will be included in Christmas baskets
in December. Our concert “Winters Return”
raises money for Chase Lake’s Safety Net program for future use.
Designate your donation as “Chase Lake”
on the memo line of your check. You can also
put cash in an envelope and label the envelope
“Chase Lake.” Place your name on the envelope so we can give you credit for your contribution.
Please donate by Sunday, December 1, if at
all possible. Donations received after that date
will still be used to purchase gift cards for families to be used as needed.

PLEDGE STATUS
If you want to know where you are with
contributions towards your pledge before the
end of the year, please call the Church Office
on 425-778-0371, and a special report can be
sent to you.
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EDMONDS CO-OP PRESCHOOL
READ-A-THON
We have an opportunity to help The
Edmonds Co-op Preschool with its Read-AThon and help encourage their students to
develop a love of reading. The Preschool is
accepting donations for it's Read-A-Thon which
ends on November 22. It's a positive way to
support the school and introduce preschoolers
to the world of children's literature. Donations
can be placed in the red box that is sitting on
the donation table in the parish hall. Thank you.

We missed our music director, John Lehrack, who was ill, but his friend Darren
Hochstedler and other musicians from Edmonds
Lutheran who played the flute and drum. It was
a lovely evening, followed by fellowship with
refreshments.
Our next Taize service is scheduled for
Sunday, March 1, 2020..

“SHINING OUR LIGHT’ STEWARDSHIP
DRIVE YET ANOTHER SIGN OF HOW
BLESSED WE ARE!
By Dan Mullene Stewardship Chair

ECW PARTY
Come join us in the spirit of Christmas for
our coffee on December 14th at 10:00 am. Fun
stories, good food, holiday cheer and great
fellowship!
Please bring a wrapped gift for an exchange.
Gifts should be $10 or less. There will be
extras in case Santa brings some friends!
You won’t want to miss this great event. Our
new Christmas tree will be glowing! Any questions, call Connie at 425-774-4571.

SPECIAL TAIZE SERVICE
The Taize service held at St. Alban’s on
Sunday, November 3, was attended by 29
guests. We appreciated having the visitors
from Edmonds Lutheran share this event with
us.
nd

Our recently completed “Shining Our Light”
Stewardship drive is yet another example of
how blessed we are as a congregation! The
faithful giving of our church family, both in
pledges and in MY120 activity cards, showed
once again how much we care about our church
community and the greater community around
us!
According to Parish Treasurer Maryellen
Young, during the first week of November we
received 43 pledges. Of these, seven were new
pledges, either from people new this year or
people who contributed this year but didn’t
pledge last year.
In addition, 23 of these pledges reflected an
increase over the amount pledged last year.
Maryellen notes that we have 27% of the
pledges from last year still pending, according
to our records. The good news is that even
though we held Ingathering Sunday on November 3rd, there is still plenty of time to turn in
your pledge if you haven’t yet done so. Please
bring it in the next time you come to church.
You can also mail your pledge card to the
church, using the envelope that was included in
the stewardship letter mailed to your home. If
you misplaced the card and need another, more
cards are available in the pew racks. We can
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also mail you a pledge card. Please call the
church office at 425-778-0371, and we will get
one out to you right away.
Our “MY120” program intended to encourage you to donate 2 hours of your time to our
church community or the greater community
around us was also a great success, with 19
cards

year’s event will benefit friends at Chaplains on
the Harbor and Harbor Roots, mission and ministry of the Episcopal Church in Grays Harbor
County.
Come to learn more about these unique ministries, eat good food & drink, and enjoy live
music with Ethan Anderson. This is a family
friendly event! Activities for children of all
ages will be available as well as childcare for
our littlest ones. For more information contact
St. Paul’s at www.stpaulseattle.org

RenewalWorks For Me
by Maryellen Young

I just completed the eight-week program RenewalWorks For Me. After completing a brief survey
relating to where I am in my journey with God, I
received an email with my results. Then once a
week for eight weeks I received an email with an
individualized spiritual workout plan offering suggestions for next steps to take on my spiritual journey. Each email had a theme with:
 a warm up prayer,
 suggestions for how to practice this theme,
 coaches tip
 suggestions for how to stretch with
this theme.
The program was both fun and helpful. I
encourage everyone to think about participating. To
get started go to
http://renewalworks.org/resources/rw4me/ or more
information is available at http://renewalworks.org
and click on the “RenewalWorks For Me” tab at the
top.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
In the month of October we received
$1,123.34 in contributions, bringing our total to
$195,300 in total for the Capital Campaign and
$48,000 towards repairing the parking lot.
Some of this money is payment for pledges that
have already been included in our totals. We
appreciate the continued support for the project
of repaving our parking lot.
We are happy to receive donations anytime.
Capital Campaign envelopes are in the pew
racks or just write Capital Campaign on the
memo line of your check. Thank you for your
support.

2019 IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
Have you taken your Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) yet for 2019?
By Maryellen Young

ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL ADVENT PARTY
ALL are invited to St. Paul’s annual Advent
Party on Saturday, December 7, 5:00-7:00pm, at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 15 Roy Street in the
Queen Anne neighborhood of Seattle. This
nd

If you are 70 ½ or older, you can make a contribution to St. Alban’s from your Traditional
IRA simply by instructing the plan administrator to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD). When I did one for the Capital Campaign, my Financial Institution made the check
out to St. Alban’s and mailed it in care of me.
You are allowed to transfer up to $100,000 a
year to the charities of your choice.
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Your gift will be made out to St. Alban’s and
will not be reported as taxable income and will
count toward your minimal distribution
requirements for 2019. Please note, this contribution needs to come from a Traditional IRA.
If you have questions, check with your tax
advisor.

HOLIDAYS FOR SEAFARERS
Seafarers visiting Seattle during the holidays
are on-the-job, far from home and alone. The
Mission for Seafarers needs our donations to
help provide “ditty bags” filled with hats, toiletries, candy and sometimes a bible for these port
visitors. The goal is to have donations of cash
or check (made out to St. Alban’s with Seafarers noted on memo line) or items to provide
2,000 gift bags. Donations should be received
by December 17.
The following are donation items needed.
(Target, Costco and the Dollar Store are great
sources for suitable items). 16 oz shampoo,
toothbrushes, 5.6-6.2 oz toothpaste, disposable
razors, bar soap, deodorant, playing cards, knit
or fleece hats, small New Testaments, Gospels
of John.
PARISH DIRECTORY CHANGES
Additions:
Craig & Cindy Jacobson
3112 21st Ave SE
Snohomish, WA 98270
360-748-4850
Charlene Brooks
183217 43rd Dr SE
Bothell, WA 98012
931-542-8118
cblynthom@gmail.com
Ceilidh Countryman
4103 236th St SW Apt I202
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
360-271-9175
countrymanceilidh@gmail.com
nd

Address Changes:
Richard Dadzie
9634 Long Point Ln NW
Silverdale, WA 98383
630-215-8333
Gaylord Sisk
Village Concepts @ Brannan Pk
2901 1 St NE
Auburn, WA 98002
206-351-6372

BEHIND THE SCENES
One Sunday prior to the early service, Fr.
Greg was looking for salt. Altar Guild member
Kim Schattenkirk asked the logical question,
“What do you need salt for?” This was a fourth
Sunday of the month when water is consecrated
for the baptismal font. Fr. Greg explained that
salt can be added to the clean water to be
blessed. This led to the question of where/what
the origin of this practice was.
Next thing she knew, Kim had an “assignment,” and provided the following information:
2 Kings 2:19-22 in the King James Bible:
The men of the city said to Elisha, “Please
notice, the situation of this city is pleasant, as
my lord sees; but the water is bad and the
ground barren.”
And he said, “Bring me a new bowl and put
salt in it.” So they brought it to him.
Then he went out to the source of the water
and cast in the salt there and said, “Thus says
the Lord: ‘I have healed this water; from it
there shall be no more death or barrenness.’
So the water remains healed to this day,
according to the saying of Elisha which he
spoke.”
Prayer: Almighty and Everlasting God, you
have created salt for the use of man, we ask you
to bless this salt and grant that whenever it is
sprinkled and whatever is touched by it may be
set free from all impurity and the attacks of
Satan, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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MEET YOUR VESTRY
Martha Philippoff is a three-year member
of St. Albans, having moved here from California. Her Ministry Liaison is Pastoral Care,
and she is also serving on the preschool oversight committee. Martha’s favorite part of
being a Vestry member is the fellowship –
“You work with a small group of dedicated
people and get to know them.” She attends
our 8:00am service, frequently reading the
lessons.
Martha was born in Jersey City, New Jersey. Her favorite spot in Washington is “any
place by the water.” Germany was the last
foreign country visited.
Martha’s favorite saint is St. Francis, and
her favorite Scripture passage is Ecclesiastes
3:1-8 (“For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven: a time to
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and
a time to pluck up what is planted……”)
Martha likes fresh fish, reading, baking and
walking. Her favorite authors include Louise
Penny, James Corey and Henry Porter.

NOTE FROM GAYLORD SISK
Several months ago Gaylord fell at home
and broke his hip. He has had surgery, rehab
and has been living in senior housing near his
daughter in Auburn. He has received parishioners’ cards and a prayer shawl from our knitting group. The following are notes of thanks
received from Gaylord:
I want to thank you very special ladies of
St. Alban’s for this wonderful, nice big prayer
shawl. This will certainly be needed this
winter.
So many friends have sent me cards to get
well soon. I am doing better now. It takes
time but I’m doing much better now.
Doctors will not let me drive my car yet. I
miss my neighbors very much. I miss you all
very much!

nd

Gaylord’s address is listed in the Parish
Address Changes above. As you can see, he
loves to hear from his friends and church
family.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
ST. ALBAN’S CELTIC CHRISTMAS
CONCERT,
December 1, 2019, 6:00-7:30pm
This year’s Celtic performers provide “songs
to bring light to the darkest day” with 4-part
vocal harmonies and a wide variety of instruments, including guitar, hurdy-gurdy, recorders,
African hand-drum, hammered dulcimer, Irish
whistles, cittern and bouzouki. “Winter’s
Return” is a celebration of the season and its
diverse festivities.
All concert proceeds benefit Chase Lake
Community School’s Safety Net program.
All are welcome. A donation in cash, check (to
St. Alban’s with “Chase Lake” noted on check),
or a non-perishable food item is appreciated.
Refreshments will be provided following the
concert.
Jeff Johnson’s Celtic Music will return to
St. Alban’s in the spring on Sunday, March 29,
2020. Save the date!
Our concerts are provided by St. Alban’s
Endowment Fund with all proceeds going
directly to benefit Chase Lake Community
School’s Safety Net program.
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days are grounded in prayer and service in
God’s name, it won’t really matter when the
Lord comes, will it?

Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.
James 1:

December 8 – Advent 2
An Old Testament lesson says in part: “The
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding…the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” How can
we better seek those spirits than by daily prayer,
scripture reading, study and sharing with
others? We need to search on a daily baisis to
discern just what God is asking of us in return
for all He has given.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
November 17 – 23 Pentecost
“Brothers and sisters, do not weary in doing
what is right.” As disciples and stewards, “in
training,” part of what is right for us is loving
God with all our hearts, minds and souls, and
continually striving to frequently and
generously thank Him for every good gift we
have been given…and they have been many!
November 24 – 24 Pentecost
God gave a most painfuli; and extravagant
gift to us – The Crucifision of His beloved Son
that we might be saved from everlasting death
and granted eternal life. How can we possibly
adequately respond to that overwhelming love
for us? Why not try loving Him and our
neighbors, and living a generous and thankful
life? It’s a good start!
December 1 – Advent 1 - Year A
“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming.” Perhaps
this advice suggests that those of us who try to
live a good and holy life need to particularly
practice the Holy Habits of prayer, generosity,
and caring for others daily. A FORWARD
reading offered something like this: “When I
pray daily, it isn’t necessarily that the day goes
better, but that I do better with the day.” If our
nd

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
For a link to the weekly readings, click
http://www.lectionarypage.net
November 17
Malachi 4:1-2a, Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 12:5-10
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Sharon Joy
10:30 Lector: Jean Burpee
EM: Connie Forsberg
November 24
Jeremiah 23::1-6, Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 21:5-10
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Herman Siqueland
EM: Dan Mullene
December 1 – Advent 1
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Karen Ford
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December 8 -- Advent 2
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Jean Burpee
EM: Connie Forsberg

nd
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