AROUND THE PARISH
August 31, 2019
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
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COMING EVENTS
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
Welcome Back Sunday**
Brunch between services
12:15pm, Worship Committee, PH
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Vestry, PH
6:00pm, Table Talk, PH
9:15am, Adult Sunday School, Annex
PLANNING AHEAD
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, Reflections
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Table Talk, PH
10:00am, ECW Coffee, PH
7:00pm Boy Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
6:00pm, Vestry, PH

**Remember the refreshments and coffee
between services, starting at 9:30am. Join in
with both service groups for fellowship!

Christ has no body now on earth but yours;
Yours are the only hands with which he can do
his work,
Yours are the only feet with which he can go
about the world,
Yours are the only eyes through which his
compassion can shine forth upon a troubled
world.
Christ has no body on earth now but yours.
St. Teresa of Avila
The Little Book of Prayers
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Fr. Greg Peters
Labor Day? How did we get here already?
Didn’t summer just begin? School for our girls
starts back up next Wednesday, so we have
approximately 1/20th of the Summer Break left,
and we are going to wring every last drop out of
it!
We’re off for one last overnight hike in the
North Cascades, and a little time at Erika’s
parents’ cabin on the Stillaguamish. A little
walk in the woods, a view from the pass; hopefully some clear skies and bright stars; a handful of huckleberries would be nice; a swim or
two; dinner al fresco, breakfast and lunch al
fresco too; these will all put a nice cap on the
summer.
Of course, this is Western Washington, so
we’ve packed raingear and long underwear.
Rain or shine, won’t really matter as long as we
get a few more moments of undivided time.
At some point, we’ll ask each other, what
was the best/favorite part of the summer? What
will you remember? What will you tell your
school friends about? Maybe even, what we
talk about together when we get older?
We’ve had a good deal of time together.
We’ve had some disputes, of course, but we’ve
had far more laughs, more amazements, and
more joint ventures and accomplishments.
And so, where was God in all that? What
were the things that bind us together? What
were the things that were beyond ourselves that
give the lasting impression – the deep
knowledge – that our family is comprised of
more than our individual parts? Where is the
Holy Spirit that connects one to another and
with the rest of creation?
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Seeing that humpback whale swim under our
whale watching boat, turn and look up at us;
watching us as much as being watched; actually
making eye contact. So big, so curious, so at
peace with itself; fearless. The same with the
wolf I saw on the beach; so calm, so curious, so
self-assuredly fearless.
There are people like that in our lives, too.
There are several here at St. Alban’s. So calm
in the face of stress and change and loss and
grief; so curious, so self-assured, so connected
to the deep forces of the universe – the Holy
Spirit – so full of fearless joy. “And God helping, I’ll be one, too.”
School starts on Wednesday the 4th; a fresh
start, new fields of knowledge to tend. May
what we have learned help us explore and
understand these new fields. May what we
learned expand our wisdom. May our minds be
renewed.
Sunday, September 8, is Welcome Back
Sunday. Come and share what you’ve learned
and what you’ve seen. Some new people have
joined us this summer. Come and meet them.
Come see what has happened around here –
we’re going to bless the new roof and give
thanks for all who made it possible. Come ask
Phil about the new parking lot stripping, and for
a tour of the furnace room. Or ask Theresa
Chase and Maureen Forsythe for a tour of the
website; if you haven’t seen it lately, you really
should check it out. If you wonder where all
the weekday children have come from, it’s
because West Edmonds Cooperative Preschool
classes begin on Monday, September 9.
If you wonder why the Vestry Members
look both exhausted and jubilant; well, just
know that we’ve wrung every last bit out of this
summer, and really, it wasn’t much of a break!
I write to you with the deepest of thanks!

nd

SOUP SUPER EVENINGS RESUME
Our Wednesday night fellowship gatherings
resume on Wednesday, September 18. Evening Prayer begins at 6:00pm, soup supper is at
6:30pm and Reflection discussions begin at
7:00pm.
Homelessness in our Community led by
Theresa and Clark Chase will be the Reflections
topic on September 18.
Sign-up sheets will be placed on the table in
the Parish Hall. The supper menus are soup,
salads, breads and dessert. It is also important
for volunteers to sign up for setting up tables
(very informal) and for cleaning up afterwards.
Please come whether or not you are able to
contribute. This is an evening of fellowship
and sharing.

CHRISTINE SINE AT ECW COFFEE
On Saturday, September 28, at 10:00am,
ECW will welcome Christine Sine who will
discuss her book, “The Gift of Wonder: Creative Practices for Delighting in God.”
Christine and her husband Tom attended St.
Alban’s in years past and are currently attending a church near home.
Christine’s book begins, “Can you imagine a
God who dances with shouts of joy, laughs
when you laugh, loves to play, enjoys life and
invites us to join the fun?” Come hear Christine share some insights about reshaping our
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spiritual practices to delight in God and appreciate the delight that God takes in us. She will
have copies of her book available for purchase
if you desire.
Coffee and refreshments will be served starting at 10:00am. Join us for this enlightening
talk and fellowship.

Fowler, Phyllis Becker, and Cindy Goergen,
with Martha Philippoff as Vestry Liaison.
Vestry’s next meeting is on Tuesday, September 10.

JULY FINANCIALS
Income and expenses year-to-date continue to
be very close to budget. This is especially good

CELTIC CONCERT
Jeff Johnson, who provides our traditional
Celtic Christmas Concert, has decided to take a
break from a Christmas concert tour this year in
order to provide a spring concert, focusing on
more Celtic music. We have just been provided
options for dates and chose Sunday, March 29.
So, save March 29, 2020, for a wonderful
Celtic Concert.

VESTRY REPORT
St. Alban’s Vestry held its monthly meeting
on August 13. The following topics were covered:
The Website is in the process of being renovated, remodeled, and revitalized. Please check
it out. Comments and suggestions are welcome. We also have a renewed Facebook presence and are on Instagram. You can link to
them via the website. Check those out too.
Thanks to Theresa Chase for all her hard work
and leadership on this.
We are looking for a new Clerk of the
Vestry. If you would like to serve the parish
and help the vestry, please talk with a vestry
member to find out what it entails and how to
get involved.
West Edmonds Cooperative Preschool is
set to begin classes in September. They follow
the Edmonds School District calendar. And we
have a Preschool Relations Team: Mary
nd

news because we did not receive $3,000 in
income from the preschool because of the
delay in start time from April until September.
Total Income (actual year to date)
Total Income (budget year-to-date)
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$87,455
$86,722
$ 733

Total Expenses (actual year-to-date)
Total Expenses (budget year-to-date
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget

$97,417
$97,645
$ (228)

Net YTD Total Actuals Minus Budget
Net Total Income minus Total Exp

$ 961
$ (9,961)

Net total income minus total expenses reflect
cash flow differences between when income
versus expenses occur, but the positive note is
the comparison to our budget.

PARISH FINANCES & BUDGET UPDATE
Your Vestry and Parish Treasurer have kept
you informed regarding the status of our annual
budget through regular monthly reports in the
ATP and presentations at Annual Meetings.
In 2018 a beloved parishioner and our largest contributor passed away. As a result, our
2019 budget reflects a $15,000 shortfall, as
reported at the 2019 Annual Meeting. So,
although as we have been reporting, our yearto-date income and expenses are close to
budget, we continue to have a budget shortfall
for the year. However, we are fortunate
because the Vestry created a Budget Reserve
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Fund when we had a surplus during the transition years before hiring our current rector, Fr.
Greg. In addition, our recently departed parishioner provided us with one more year of contribution, which Vestry decided to deposit in our
Budget Reserve Fund to spread out over the
next couple of years. We estimate that this
Budget Reserve Fund will provide us with a
cushion for 2-3 years, with 2019 being year
one.
We are also fortunate because the preschool
starting in September will be a source of new
income; unfortunately, it will not replace the
funds lost. We need to start looking for ways to
either increase our income or reduce our
expenses to again achieve a balanced budget.
We are sharing this information to keep you
informed about our financial situation as we
begin planning for next year and looking
towards our Stewardship Drive in the coming
months. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to speak with Maryellen Young,
Parish Treasurer, or Vestry Wardens Dan Mullene, Carrie Cone and Steve Forsythe.
We encourage you to begin praying about
what role you might be able to play in keeping
our parish financially healthy.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
As of August 8, 2019, we have raised
$192,400 towards our Capital Campaign projects, including donations, pledges to be
received, matching funds from our Endowment
Fund earnings and initial savings account. So
far we have paid $127,000 for the roof and set
aside $20,000 towards the heating system
replacement and improvement project. That
leaves $45,000 towards the parking lot. We
have also used funds from our Memorial Fund
Savings to pay for a repair and upgrade for our
nd

fire alarm system and the rest of the cost of the
heating system project.
If you would like to make a donation, there
are Capital Campaign envelopes in the pew
racks and write Capital Campaign on the memo
line of your check. Thank you for your support.

MEET YOUR VESTRY
ATP will feature a member of our Vestry
each month.
Steve Forsythe is one of our two Junior
Wardens whose main area of responsibility is
Buildings and Grounds. He has also been very
active with the Capital Campaigns for the roof
and parking lot. Working for the good of St.
Alban’s is Steve’s favorite part of being a Vestry member.
Steve was born in Neodesha, Kansas, and
has been a member of St. Alban’s for two and a
half years. He hasn’t discovered his favorite
place in Washington State yet.
Steve and his wife Maureen generally attend
the 10:30am service. Steve’s favorite Scripture
passage is Psalm 24:1, and his favorite saint is
St. Francis. The last foreign country he visited
was “Texas – or Canada.”
Favorite foods include fresh fruit and vegetables. His favorite hobby is wood working and
carving. Being a reader, Steve has quite a list
of favorite authors but names Jared Diamond,
Timothy Egan and Fredrick Forsythe.
Thank you, Steve, for sharing your time and
talents with St. Alban’s.

“ALL IS GRACE
Gratitude as the gospel speaks about it
embraces all of life: the good and the bad, the
joyful and the painful, the holy and the not so
holy. Is this possible in a society where gladness
and sadness, joy and sorrow, peace and conflict
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remain radically separated? Can we counter
the many advertisements that tells us, "You
cannot be glad when you are sad, so be happy:
buy this, do that, go here, go there, and you
will have a moment of happiness during which
you can forget your sorrow?” Is it truly possible
to embrace with gratitude all of our life and not
just the good things that we like to remember?
Jesus calls us to recognize that gladness and
sadness are never separate, that joy and sorrow really belong together, and that mourning
and dancing are part of the same movement.
That is why Jesus calls us to be grateful for every movement that we have lived and to claim
our unique journey as God's way to mold our
hearts to greater conformity with God's own.
The cross is the main symbol of our faith, and it
invites us to find hope where we see pain and
to reaffirm the resurrection where we see
death. The call to be grateful is a call to trust
that every moment of our life can be claimed as
the way of the cross that leads us to new life.
-Henri Nouwen
from an article called "All is Grace,”
Weavings, Vol. 7, No. 2, 1992

community? Watch for Edible Hope posters in
the Parish Hall.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES
The following thank you note was received
from Debra Bordsen who visited St. Alban’s
recently to receive our second quarter Outreach
Basket donations of $718.
Dear St. Alban’s,
Thank you so much for your very generous
donation to D.V.S. I enjoyed meeting everyone and sharing a bit about what D.V.S.
offers our community. We so appreciate
your generous support:
Thank you,
Debra

The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
Isaiah 9:2

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
EDIBLE HOPE – Loving Our Neighbor
One Meal at a Time
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Ballard is
holding their annual fundraiser on Monday,
September 23, 2019, from 6:00 – 8:30pm at
Lagunitas Brewing Company Taproom & Beer
Sanctuary. St. Luke’s invites you to join in this
jam-packed event of food and fun to raise money to help feed their neighbors in need and
encourage community. Tickets are $25.
Why not get a group from St. Alban’s to
attend – good food, good beer, good cause, and
good fellowship. Who knows…we might be
able to borrow some ideas to help those in our
nd

September 1 – 12th Pentecost
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels unaware…” Blessed are those
who make service to others an ingrained part of
their stewardship lives. “Pay it forward” and
“pass it on” are current mantras for some in our
society. We have been so blessed by our Creator that these reminders should be welcome
and, yes, sought out tasks for us.

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAbansEdmonds@gmail.com

September 8 – 13th Pentecost
Psalm 139 begins, “Lord, you have searched
me out and known me; you know my sitting
down and my rising up; you discern my
thoughts from afar.” Even for those (or perhaps, especially for those) trying to be faithful
stewards, God’s discerning our thoughts from
afar has to give us pause. How can we possibly
keep our minds thinking and acting in the way
God would have us respond to life? It’s the old
Holy Habits again which can help to keep us on
the path. How are you doing with prayer,
study, service to others, giving, and being faithful in community worship and activity?
September 15 – 14th Pentecost
Today’s Epistle talks about saving sinners and
showing great mercy. Timothy says that we are
saved in order that we might gratefully tell of
God’s mercy by the example of our new lives in
Jesus Christ. Does your prayer, giving, worship
and service make you “an example to those
who would come to believe in Him to gain eternal life?”
September 22 - 15th Pentecost
“do not be anxious about earthly things, but
love things heavenly,” so that even in our daily
lives, when all around us may continue to
change, create problems and worries, or even
fade away, we can, with faith, put our trust in
God and those things He promises us shall
endure forever.

September 8 – 13th Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1
Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Maureen Forsythe
EM: Dan Mullene
September 15 – 14th Pentecost
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51:1-11
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Sharon Joy
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Connie Forsberg
September 22 – 15th Pentecost
Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Susan Hanson
EM: Karen Ford
September 29 – 16th Pentecost
Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Reilly Mannery

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
For a link to the weekly readings, click
http://www.lectionarypage.net
September 1 – 12th Pentecost
Sirach 10:12-18 and Proverbs 25:6-7
Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Jean Burpee
EM: Eric Hanson
nd
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