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AROUND THE PARISH 

November 30, 2018, issued December 3, 2018 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  

committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

 

COMING EVENTS 

12/4 6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex 

 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH 

12/5 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH 

12/8 10:00am, ECW Christmas Party, PH 

12/10 7:00pm, Celtic Christmas Concert 

12/11 7:00pm, Vestry, PH 

 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Annex 

12/15 9:30am, Altar Guild Clean up,  

Sacristy, PH 

12/15 9:00am-12:20pm Advent Quiet  

Morning, St. Andrew, Seattle 

 

PLANNING AHEAD 

12/23 “Greening of the Church” after 

 10:30am service 

12/24 5:00pm, Christmas Eve Carols 

 5:30pm, Christmas Eve Eucharist 

12/25 10:30am, Christmas Eucharist 

REMEMBRANCES FOR MARJORIE GARRARD 
     At Marjorie Garrard’s Celebration of Life, 
$230 was donated for Cocoon House and $210 
was donated for Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment in Marjorie’s name.    
      If you would like to give a gift to St.        
Alban’s in memory of Marjorie, please indi-
cate “Marjorie Garrard” on your check or   
envelope.    If you wish, you can designate 
your gift.  Other suggested options are to  
either Chase Lake, a ministry close to  
Marjorie’s heart, or the St. Alban’s Endow-
ment Fund, for a gift that will live on.   
Undesignated gifts will be divided equally  
between the Endowment Fund and Chase 
Lake. 
 

THE ADVENT CALENDAR 

Father Greg Peters 

    There we were, Sarah and I, looking for this 

year’s Advent Calendar.  You know, the kind 

with chocolates.  Usually, the chocolates are 

nothing to write home about, and the pictures 

are hokey at best.  I remember the Advent Cal-

endar that my family used for years.  Over the 

course of the 24 days it told Jesus’ birth narra-

tive – using actual biblical verses; no chocolate.  

We used the same calendar for years, until  

finally the paper hinges wore out and the win-

dows didn’t stay on anymore.  Those were more 

austere times, I guess.  Anyway, I’ve become 

more picky in my middle age; now I find  

myself looking for good pictures, good choco-

late, and actual references to Mary, Joseph,  

Jesus, and the challenging circumstances of 

their times. 

     So there we were looking for my ideal  

Advent Calendar.  I had to say, “No, not that 

one” many times over the course of a week or 

so, until we found the one that met my  

“discriminating” specifications.  It was at the 

PCC, of all places, and, to top it off, the choco-

lates are organic, fair trade, and sustainable!   

     Finally, the perfect Advent Calendar, and 

right next to it, little bags of chocolate coins in 

blue and silver foil.  “Look!” Sarah says, 

“Look, papa, Hanukah Geld!  Can we get some 

of those too?”   

     “Oh,” I say, “those are nice, but we have 

enough chocolate.”  All the while, thinking, 

“this girl loves her sweets,” and “more, more, 

more, she always wants more, argh!” 

      “Can we get some for your friend Rebecca?  

She’s Jewish.  Can we get some for my teach-

er?  She’s Jewish, too.  And for Lisa, my other 

teacher?  She’s Jewish, too.”   

     “Oh, my sweet, generous daughter,” I think, 

humbled, “you are teaching me so much!”  

“Yes,” I say, “of course.” 
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     By the way, it was the same company as the 

Advent Calendar; the same high quality choco-

late, the same beautiful presentation, simply 

different packaging.  Different presentation for 

different audiences; but the same message.   

     Hanukkah, as you likely know, celebrates 

the victory of the Jews, led by the Maccabees, 

over the Seleucids, Syrian Greeks, who had  

conquered and occupied Israel in the second 

century BCE.  Part of the celebration, eight 

nights of lighting the Menorah candles is the 

remembrance of the one day’s supply of oil for 

the sacred Temple Lamp that lasted eight days; 

confirmation that G-d had been with them in 

their struggle for liberation and in recognition 

of their faithfulness. 

     This evening is the beginning of Hanukkah.  

Hanukkah with all the depth of history of  

oppression, violence, persecution, redemption, 

reformation, and renewal of our Jewish cousins.  

Eight candles for G-d’s light in the outer dark-

ness; sweet jelly filled doughnuts and savory 

deep fried latkes for our inner lamps. 

     At dinner, we were talking about our day, 

what we were thankful for, what we had seen, 

what had happened at church and gymnastics 

practice; all that.  Sarah’s looking forward to 

the visitation of St. Nicholas next Sunday at  

St. Peter’s.  Hanni had fun at gymnastics prac-

tice.  Erika’s away on a business trip; we all 

hope she has a good and productive time.   

     I tell the girls that I had seen a little camp of 

homeless folks under the overpass near the  

stadiums with a campfire as I passed by this 

morning.  They were keeping warm and dry by 

it.  I was glad for them.  And when I passed by 

again on the way home this afternoon, there 

were a couple of more people and the fire and it 

was still burning.   

     “Kind of like the Hanukkah oil,” Hanni says 

nonchalantly. 

     “Yes,” I say; “just like the Hanukkah oil.”  

“Oh,” I think, humbled again and kind of 

awestruck, “my insightful and generous chil-

dren! what lights you are to me! how much you 

are teaching me.”  

     “Be our light in the darkeness, O Lord.”   

 

THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM 

The spirit of the Lord will rest on him, the spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, spirit of knowledge and fear 

of the Lord, His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes 

see or by what his ears hear.  Isaiah 11:2-3 

    Wisdom is one of the ancient names of Jesus.  

From the very first days of the church, Chris-

tians have equated the eternal word (John 1:1) 

with the Wisdom of Christ (I Corinthians 1:17, 

2-13).  In Wisdom, all glory, power, knowledge 

and radiance of God is found. 

    O Wisdom, who came from the mouth of the 

Most High, reaching from end to end, and  

ordering all things mightily and sweetly:  Come 

and teach us the way of prudence. 

    We pray for prudence, the judgement to use 

all that God has given in us for God’s glory.  

Being prudent does not mean being cautious.  

Rather, if we are prudent with what God has 

given us, we will use it well, for the good of all. 

Scott Gunn, Executive Director 

Forward Movement 

 

 
 

 

PLEDGE STATUS 

     If you want to know where you are with 

contributions towards your pledge before the 

end of the year, please call the Church Office 

on 425-778-0371 and a special report can be 

sent to you. 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3v_I3XzxLi-_WEi0fse5y_TVUCUz9MORjsBaHuY8hcU_h7ZOjEnO3ju-rlchaPKv4ANxC8IKi1-GeQyby7s0-MmbT2ZdKT3ZDROVIf1cUkFqLq59iVyFkENwEofhI08ZqmpAzdiRHUJvhzRkhGQ0IXdghhCI6xB7uOvg1Zm0RC-tAW4uc&u=&rlid=5b942f4c26fb18a7ed8e73495b969842
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Celtic Christmas Concert 

 

DATE:  Monday, December 10, 2018 

TIME:  7:00pm 

ADMISSION: Donation of Cash or Non-    

     Perishable Food at the door to support 

     Chase Lake Community School’s Safety 

     Net Program 

     This evening of music is sponsored by St. 

Alban’s Endowment Fund for the benefit of 

Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net 

Program, which is aimed at meeting the basic 

needs (such as food, clothing and extra help 

with homework).   

     This year’s concert features a varied pro-

gram of European and Celtic infused Christmas 

music featuring the international ensemble of 

Irish flutist, Brian Dunning, German & Ameri-

can vocalists Marc Gremm and Janet Marie   

Aroe-Chvatal, with American keyboardist and 

vocalist Jeff Johnson. 

     Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors 

to this very special event! 

 

 

THE PAGEANT OF NATIVITY 

     St. Mark’s Junior and Senior Choristers,  

Cathedral Evensong Choir and the children of 

St. Mark’s join force in this dramatic telling of 

the nativity story.  Costumes of cathedral fin-

ery, visual art displayed within cathedral archi-

tecture and over 50 choristers accompanied by 

instrumentalists and the Flentrop organ will 

bring to life the story of the birth of Christ.  

Free will offering. 

 

 

IS GOD CALLING YOU? 

     The Vestry has several available opportuni-

ties for service to our parish starting in  

February 2019: 

 Three Vestry members to each serve for a 

three-year term 

 One Vestry member to complete a term – 

will serve for one year 

 The Clerk who is appointed by the Vestry, 

but is not an official voting member of the 

Vestry. 

 Two Convention Alternate Delegates to 

serve for two years  

     Several parishioners have offered to be  

nominated as candidates for these positions, but 

we are still looking for one or two more people. 

The election is held during the Annual Meeting 

on Sunday, January 27, 2019. 

     If you are interested in serving on the     

Vestry, or as the Clerk, or as a Convention    

Alternate, please contact a member of the  

Nominating Committee (Shirley Clark, Martha   

Philippoff, Phil McClelland, or Jim Nichols) by 

December 15
th

 if possible. 

 

 
 

CHASE LAKE GIFT CARDS 

     Although we have given Fred Meyer gift 

cards to Chase Lake, it is not too late for you to 

make a donation.  Mail in or put your donation 

in the Sunday plate, and additional cards will be 

purchased and given to Chase Lake for their 

families.  Fred Meyer gift cards enable families 

to purchase gifts, food, clothing, etc. 

     Thank you to all who help make this a better 

holiday for our neighbors. 
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ADVENT QUIET MORNING 

St. Andrew, Seattle 

December 15, 9:00am-12:30pm 

    This special quiet morning will help you to 

move deeply into the sacred season of Advent 

with morning prayer, centering prayer, walking 

meditation, and unstructured time for reflection 

held in shared silence.  This is a wonderful time 

for inner reflection and regenerative stillness as 

Advent unfolds.  This event is co-sponsored by 

St. Mark’s Cathedral and the Center at St.  

Andrew, Seattle.  Donation ($10-15 suggested) 

gratefully accepted.  Reservations are appreci-

ated; please contact The Rev. Nancy Ross, 

nross@saintmarks.org. 

 

 

 

JOURNEYING THE WAY OF 

LOVE ADVENT CALENDAR 

     As we enter Advent, that season of prepara-

tion and expectation before Christmas, consider 

using the Advent Calendar, which offers daily 

suggestions for engaging in the seven practices 

that encompass the Way of Love:  Turn, Learn, 

Pray, Worship, Bless, Go and Rest.     

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/documen

ts/wol_advent_calendar_2018.pdf 

     Copies are also available in the Parish 

Hall. 

 

 

PLEDGE REPORT 

     As of November 25, we have received 

pledges equivalent to 75% of the number of 

pledges and 74% of the income that we had in 

total for the 2018 pledge year. 

     There is still time to turn in your pledge.  

Pledge cards are available in the pew racks, if 

you haven’t had a chance to turn in your pledge 

yet.  Or you can mail your pledge cards to the 

church, using the envelope that was included in 

the stewardship letter mailed to your home.  We 

are dependent on your pledges to help us plan 

our budget for the upcoming year. 

     Thank you for your support of our church 

family.  . 

    Your Stewardship Committee:  Steve For-

sythe--chair, Carrie Cone, Jeannie Wells, 

Maryellen Young. 

 

 

OCTOBER FINANCIALS 

     Income for October was $11,344 com-
pared to the budget of $15,040, however, 
September income was higher because of 
five Sundays, so this drop was anticipated.   
     Expenses for October were $13,783 com-
pared to a budget of $14,606.   
     The good news is that we continue to  
exceed our year-to-date budget for income 
and spend less than our year- to-date budget 
for expenses.  December income traditionally 
is a high income month because of the  
special donations many people give at 
Christmas.  We should end the year on a  
positive note. 
 
Total Actual Income (year to date)     $136,564 

Total Budget Income (year-to-date)     $129,244 

Total Actual Income minus Budget   $    7,320 

 
Total Actual Expenses (year-to-date)  $   137,084 

Total Budget Expenses (year-to-date) $   142,102 

Total Actual Expenses minus Budget   ($    5,018) 

 

Net: Total Actual Income minus Total Actual  

     Expenses  $(520) 

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

     As of November 25, we have $175,000    

towards our capital campaign goal of $200,000.  

This goal was helped by the initial roof fund we 

had accumulated and the matching funds from 

our endowment earnings.  We want to raise 

mailto:nross@saintmarks.org
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/documents/wol_advent_calendar_2018.pdf
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/documents/wol_advent_calendar_2018.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj92rakqdHYAhVDw2MKHW3bBg4QjRwIBw&url=http://weclipart.com/building+fund+clipart&psig=AOvVaw1xIn96C8o6B1JPNTXEQ-Ht&ust=1515808619634658
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more to redo our parking lot and are pleased 

that we have sufficient funds to reroof the 

church buildings.  

     If you haven’t made a pledge yet, you can 

still do so or make direct donations at any time.     

In addition the buckets will be passed every  

4
th

 Sunday.  There are Capital Campaign enve-

lopes in the pew racks.  Please write Capital 

Campaign on the memo line of your check.   

     We’ll be looking at more fund raising after 

the beginning of the new year.  Thank you for 

your support. 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PRAYER 

Gracious God, we thank and praise you for the 

many ways you have richly inspired, blessed 

and guided us since we began as a congrega-

tion.   Help us to maintain that legacy through 

strengthening our communion and continuing to 

grow in faith, hope and love as we repair our 

church. May we fulfill our calling with gener-

ous hearts, graciously giving back the gifts that 

you have bestowed upon us through your    

mercy.  Bless our capital campaign with a 

deepening devotion to worship and prayer, a 

growing commitment for service, and increas-

ing  levels of generosity as we work to advance 

the life and ministry of our parish. We ask this 

through Christ, our Lord.          Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

December 9 – Advent 2 

Paul talks about “producing a harvest of right-

eousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 

the glory and praise of God.”  As disciples and 

stewards, how does our daily life, and our grati-

tude to God for all His gifts reflect for others 

“the glory and praise of God”?  How can we 

best work at being good “harvesters”? 

 

December 16 – Advent 3 

Zephaniah describes God’s love and joy in us.  

“He will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 

renew you in his love; he will exult over you 

with loud singing.”  God yearns for us to  

respond to him in the same glorious and enthu-

siastic way he models for us.  Caring stewards 

use the holy habits of prayer, study, worship in 

community, and generous giving to respond to 

the Lord’s overwhelming, freely-given gifts. 

 

December 23 – Advent 4 

How blessed we are to hear again some of the 

phrases from Mary’s song of praise:  “He has 

mercy in those who fear him…he has filled up 

the lowly…he has filled the hungry with good 

things…he has come to the help of his servant.” 

The blessings outlined in the Magnificat  

continue to be given to us in a multitude of 

ways.  As this holy season begins, let us be  

especially grateful that God continues to be 

willing to uphold all of us in our daily lives. 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

December 9 – Advent 2 

Baruch 5:1-9, or Malachi 3:1-4 

Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6 

8:00 Lector:  Martha Philippoff 

 EM:  Jim Gilman 

10:30 Lector:  Emily Goergen 

 EM:  Connie Forsberg 
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December 16 – Advent 3 

Zephaniah 3:14-20, Canticle 9, Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 

8:00 Lector:  Phil McClelland 

 EM:  Sharon Joy 

10:30 Lector:  Shirley Clark 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

December 23 – Advent 4 

Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9 

I Thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke 21:25-36 

8:00 Lector:  Denise Robertson 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30 Lector:  Susie Nichols 

 EM:  Mary Fowler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT PRAYER 

O Emmanuel, God with us, you dwell beyond 

our farthest reach, yet are nearer to us than we 

are ourselves.  Come among us in these days of 

expectation, that we may give birth to what is 

true, just, beautiful, and good; for you are the 

One whom we know as Lord, and with the  

Creator and the Holy Spirit, you abide with us, 

one God, now and forever. 

O Wisdom, Forward Movement publication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


