AROUND THE PARISH
November 15, 2018
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.
COMING EVENTS
11/17 1:00pm, Marjorie Garrard Service
11/19 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, Anx
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/20 6:30pm, Jobs Daughters, Annex
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
11/21 6:00pm, Hors d’ouvres & Fellowship
7:00pm, Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist
11/26 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/28 6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH

12/4
12/5
12/8
12/10
12/11
12/23
12/24
12/25

PLANNING AHEAD
6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH
10:00am, ECW Christmas Party, PH
7:00pm, Celtic Christmas Concert
7:00pm, Vestry, PH
“Greening of the Church” after
10:30am service
5:00pm, Christmas Eve Carols
5:30pm, Christmas Eve Eucharist
10:30am, Christmas Eucharist

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I am sad to announce that Marjorie Garrard
died on Saturday afternoon. Her closest family
members were with her and she was surrounded
by their love. I was blessed to pray with and for
her on Saturday. I know, too, that many of you
were fervently praying for her throughout her
last days and hours. Ana Lora and Thom told me
how much it meant to them to know how deeply
Marjorie was loved and cared for by you all.
A Celebration - and that is what she wanted, a
Celebration! - of Marjorie's life and ministry will
be this Saturday, November 17, at 1:00pm at St.
Alban's.
Please continue to hold Marjorie's family in
your prayers.
In the Peace of Christ,

Greg Peters

nd

THANKFUL TIME OF YEAR
We are entering the Thankful Time of Year.
Thanksgiving is next week, Advent right
around the corner, the Christmas Season is on
the horizon, then Epiphany with its emphasis on
the revelation of Christ to the World. Thanks,
anticipation, birth, and revelation all filled with
joy. There will be challenges, difficulties, birth
pains, many unfulfilled expectations, but
beyond all those the joy that is founded in
thankfulness. Thanks for life, new and
renewed; for God’s ongoing blessings, known
and yet to be fully known; for grace upon grace.
One of the things I am most thankful for is
the faithful stewardship of this community for
all that God has entrusted us with. The ongoing
generosity that we demonstrate every month in
feeding those in need by contributing to the
food bank, in housing the homeless through the
discretionary fund, in caring for the stranger
through supporting our quarterly outreach ministry, and in contributing to the ministry of the
building through the Capital Campaign.
I am also so thankful for our stewardship of
the buildings and grounds, specifically in our
searching for ways to use our buildings and
grounds for ministry in the neighborhood. Just
look at how the Boy and Girl Scouting programs and Jobs Daughters have found a home
here. The Anglican Prayer Beads Group and
the Bible Study that meet here during the week
also bring life to this building. The Labyrinth is
an ongoing ministry of prayer and meditation.
People and their dogs find, in our grounds, a
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few moments of freedom, joy, and renewal.
The playground is just plain old fun.
On top of these already in existence ministries, the Vestry, led by Jim Gilman, has been
discerning what kinds of ways we use our facilities, who we might be called to invite to conduct their ministries here, and ways we can better serve this community.
Now, a new possibility has been presented
to us. A few months ago, the West Edmonds
Cooperative Preschool approached us about
allowing them to conduct their program here.
The facility where they hold their classes will
no longer be available after April of next year.
Since that time, the Vestry and small ad hoc
Committee have been exploring the possibilities
and logistics of having the preschool use our
education building. While no final decision has
been made, you should know that the Vestry,
the ad hoc Committee, the Preschool Board and
Teachers, and I are very positive about the prospects.
If this works out, the Preschool will use
about half of the education building Monday
through Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm, and Fridays 9:00am - Noon. There will be 3 classes,
18 students, and several teachers. In the COOP
system, parents take turns working in the classroom, so the student-to-adult ratio is really high
– great for the development of young minds and
bodies. Also, the parents learn alongside the
students. The school will use the playground,
the lawn, and, when appropriate, the remainder
of the grounds. Parking needs will be met by
the parking lot on the south side of the parish
hall.
Where we stand right now is that the City of
Edmonds is examining potential traffic impacts
on the neighborhood and processing a conditional use permit; at the same time the Vestry,
Buildings and Grounds Committee, the ad hoc
Committee, along with Treasurer, Maryellen
Young, are working on a rental and use agreement.
As I said, I’m excited about the prospects of
this arrangement. The positives are numerous:
a preschool that serves our community, that
potentially feeds into Chase Lake Community
nd

School, that makes use of our underused buildings and grounds, that helps build the community – educationally, developmentally, and
emotionally. There are, of course, challenges,
seen and unforeseen.
I hope you’ll pray for guidance through this
discernment process. I trust you’ll voice your
concerns, desires, and suggestions to Vestry
members and me. I know that, whatever the
outcome, you will join me in my thankfulness
at the past, present, and future ministries of this
house – and grounds – of God.

REMEMBRANCES FOR MARJORIE
GARRARD
We are saddened with the passing of
Marjorie Garrard, but know that she is in the
loving hands of God. Marjorie was always
generous in her support of St. Alban’s and our
ministries.
If you would like to give a gift to St. Alban’s
in memory of Marjorie, please indicate
Marjorie Garrard on your check or envelope.
If you wish, you can designate your gift. Suggested options are to either Chase Lake, a ministry close to Marjorie’s heart, or the Endowment Fund, for a gift that will live on.
Undesignated gifts will be divided equally
between the Endowment Fund and Chase Lake.

PLEDGE STATUS
If you want to know where you are with
contributions towards your pledge before the
end of the year, please call the Church Office
on 425-778-0371 and a special report can be
sent to you.
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for Congregation Development (CCD) to see
what has been done and what we need to focus
on for the coming year.

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
At 6:00pm on Wednesday, November 21,
we will celebrate our many thanksgivings
and enjoy refreshments, followed by a
Eucharist service at 7:00pm.
Last November St. Alban’s held its first
Thanksgiving Eve service in many years. It
was a time of quiet fellowship and thanksgiving
for each other, our families and for God’s many
blessings to his children.
Please plan to join us for this special evening
of worship, communion and sharing.

NOVEMBER 13 VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
Annex Project - The Vestry has gratefully
approved Logan Fay’s Eagle Scout Project to
redo the Annex steps and ramp. As you know,
both are in dire need of replacement for safety
concerns. Logan is in the process of securing
materials and planning for the November work
party to accomplish the project. His goal is to
complete the work by the end of November.
Proposed Pre-School Use of our Facility Three members of the West Edmonds Co-op
Pre-School met with the Vestry to share information and respond to questions regarding their
request to rent space at St. Alban’s to operate
their Pre-School. (See Rector Greg Peter’s article for further details.)
Mutual Ministry Agreement (MMA) - It’s
time for the Vestry and Rector Greg Peters to
review progress on the three goals we established last October as our primary focuses for
2018. We will be looking at the goals having to
do with Spiritual Development, Expanded
Stewardship and participation in the Congress
nd

Fa La La – ECW GATHERING
Fun, fellowship and goodies to eat are
coming on Saturday, December 8, at
10:00am, in the Parish Hall.
Come join us for light refreshments and
our $10 gift exchange. Wear your favorite
holiday outfit, jewelry or ugly sweater to
show off. You won’t want to miss this
chance for great fellowship! Any questions, call Connie at 425-774-4571. Thanks!

RENEWALWORKS PROCESS
CONTINUES
The RenewalWorks Workshop Team continues to work with the information that we
learned from the inventories that many of you
submitted. Workshop 3, “Where do we feel
called to go?” will meet on November 19, and
Workshop 4, “How do we get there?” will happen on December 5. A report will be presented
to the December Vestry meeting. At our Annual Meeting on January 27, 2019, the report will
be presented to the congregation. RenewalWorks challenges parishes, like ours, to refocus
on spiritual growth and to identify ways that
God is calling us to grow. Please keep this
RenewalWorks process in your prayers.
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2018 IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
Have you taken your Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) yet for 2018?
If you are 70 ½ or older, you can make a contribution to St. Alban’s from your Traditional
IRA simply by instructing the plan administrator to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD). When I did one for the Capital Campaign, my Financial Institution made the check
out to St. Alban’s and mailed it in care of me.
You are allowed to transfer up to $100,000 a
year to the charities of your choice.
Your gift will be made out to St. Alban’s
and will not be reported as taxable income and
will count toward your minimal distribution
requirements for 2018. Please note, this contribution needs to come from a Traditional IRA.
Any questions, check with your tax advisor.
By Maryellen Young

SOUP SUPPER – November 28
The next Soup Supper will be November
28 (the week after Thanksgiving and a week
later in the month because of Thanksgiving).
Evening Prayer will begin at 6:00pm, then
supper followed by our speaker for the evening.
This month Eric Hanson will lead us in a
discussion about the Path of Transformation:
Conforming to the Imagine of Christ. We
will survey scripture to find that God’s purpose
for us is to be transformed by conforming to the
image of his son; and by doing so, we become
our true selves.
Please join us for fellowship, food and discussion. There is a food sign-up sheet in the
narthex. You are very welcome whether or not
you contribute to supper!

nd

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS
GIFT CARD DONATIONS
Several years ago, Jim Nichols initiated our
Chase Lake Christmas Card drive for the benefit of the school’s families. Holidays can be
very difficult for families who live below the
poverty line. Gift cards from Fred Meyers
enable families to purchase foods, clothes, gifts,
etc.
Designate your donation as “Chase Lake” on
the memo line of your check. You can also put
cash in an envelope and label the envelope
“Chase Lake.” Place your name on the envelope so we can give you credit for your contribution.
Please donate by Sunday, December 2, if at
all possible.

BOY SCOUTS AND SEAFARERS
On Saturday, November 17, our Boy Scout
Troop 300 will meet with members of other
diocesan churches to assemble Ditty Bags for
the Ministry of Seafarers. Items to be included
are tooth brushes, tooth paste, shampoo, conditioner, hats and gloves. The bag packing will
take place at St. John’s Episcopal Church.
If you have items to contribute, please bring
them to church on Friday, November 16,
between 2:00-4:00pm, and Wendre Vaughan
will take them to St. John’s.

When you are going through difficulty and
wonder where God is, remember that the
teacher is always quiet during the test.
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This year’s concert features a varied program of European and Celtic infused Christmas
music featuring the international ensemble of
Irish flutist, Brian Dunning, German & American vocalists Marc Gremm and Janet Marie
Aroe-Chvatal, with American keyboardist and
vocalist Jeff Johnson.
Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors
to this very special event!
ECW DISTINGUISHED WOMAN
Earlier this year, Connie Forsberg was
recognized at the ECW Triennial Meeting in
Austin, Texas. At the time of our ATP article, a
photo was not available.
Again, we congratulate Connie for her many
years of organizing ECW activities, including
coffees with guest speakers, travel reports from
parishioners, decking our halls with seasonal
decorations and giving the women of our parish
the opportunity for sharing and fellowship.
Connie also organizes fund raising to maintain
the organization and to provide Day by Day for
parishioners and visitors.
STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
November 18 – Pentecost 26
Today’s Collect is the well-known (at least in
the Episcopal Church), “grant that we may
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest” plea for
understanding of the Scriptures. Part of life as
a disciple and steward is taking intentional time
for prayer and the study of those Scriptures.
Have you made that part of your daily routine?
Celtic Christmas Concert
DATE:
Monday, December 10, 2018
TIME:
7:00pm
ADMISSION: Donation of Cash or NonPerishable Food at the door to Support
Chase Lake Community School’s Safety
Net Program
This evening of music is sponsored by St.
Alban’s Endowment Fund for the benefit of
Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net
Program, which is aimed at meeting the basic
needs (such as food, clothing and extra help
with homework).
nd

November 25 – Last Pentecost Sunday
As we come to the end of the Church Year, and
look forward to the quiet of Advent and then to
the wonderful stories of the Gift of our Savior’s
birth retold, take some time to reflect on how
your life as a disciple and steward has gone this
year. Pray for discernment and guidance to
“grow your gratitude” and serve God in new
ways in the months to come.
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December 2 - Advent 1
As we begin a new Church Year, the words of
the Psalmist are good advice for a steward who
wants to “grow in the Lord” –”Show me your
ways, O Lord,, and teach me your paths. Lead
me to your truth and teach me.” Maybe these
are verses to keep where we will see them daily
– in our Bible or Prayer Book, on the bathroom
mirror, or in any often viewed spot, where we
can read them often and engrave them on our
hearts.

PRAYER FOR THANKSGIVING DAY
Almighty and gracious Father, we give thee
thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season
and for the labors of those who harvest them.
Make us, we beseech thee, faithful stewards of
thy great bounty, for the provision of our
necessities and the relief of all who are in
need, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.
Amen

SCHEDULE
November 18 – Pentecost 26
Daniel 12:1-3, Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14, [15-18], 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Connie Forsberg
November 25 – Last Pentecost
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37
8:00 Lector: Phil McClelland
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Susan Hanson
EM: Eric Hanson
December 2 – Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9
I Thessalonians 3:9-13
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Carol Gordon
EM: Shannon Duggan
December 9 – Advent 2
Baruch 5:1-9, or Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Emily Goergen
EM: Connie Forsberg
nd
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