AROUND THE PARISH
September 30, 2018
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.
COMING EVENTS
10/16 2:00pm, Altar Guild Mtg, PH
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
6:30pm, Jobs Daughters, Annex
10/17 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH
10/20 10:00am, ECW Coffee, PH
10/21 12:15pm, Worship Comm Mtg, PH
10/22 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
10/26, 27 Diocese Convention, Seattle
Airport Doubletree
10/29 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS,
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4

PLANNING AHEAD
11/1,2 College for Congregational Devel
11/4 8:00/10:30am, All Saints Day and
Ingathering
12:30pm, Vestry Officers Mtg, Annex
7:00pm, Taize Service
11/6 6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
11/7 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH
11/13 7:00pm, Vestry Mtg, PH
11/19 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, Anx
11/21 Thanksgiving Service & Hors’douves
(information to follow)
11/28 6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
12/10 7:00pm, Celtic Christmas Concert
nd

I’VE GOT TO GET OUT MORE!!!
Fr.Greg
It turns out that I have to get out of the office
more. That’s one of the big takeaways I got
from the Bishop’s Leadership Conference that
Maryellen Young, Dan Mullene, and I attended
in the first week of October. (See Maryellen’s
article about the conference below.) I realized
this during the Local Church – High Impact:
Connection and Community workshop led by
the Rev. Britt Olson and Barbara Wilson of St.
Luke’s, Ballard.
I attended this workshop for a number of
reasons. First, because I’ve gotten to know
Britt a little bit over the last couple of years and
have had glimpses of the work she has been
doing with that congregation, in particular their
ministry with the homeless in Ballard. Second,
we – the Vestry and the Congregation – have
spent a bit of time over the last year praying,
discerning, hoping, imagining, and praying
some more, about how we are being called to
serve this neighborhood, and I know St. Luke’s
is doing just that. Third, I know that St. Luke’s,
which had been in a period of decline after its
halcyon days when the Rev. Dennis Bennett
was the Rector, is again a thriving, growing,
and healthy congregation, and I wanted to learn
more about how and why they are growing.
While I came away with some answers, I
also bring you some of the questions that were
put to us:
 What does the Church do for the Community?
 What does the Church do for the Economy of the Community?
 How is the Church part of the Civic
Engagement?
What I appreciated most about these questions, and this workshop, was that they are not
about how to get more people in the pews on
Sunday –our neighbors are not a commodity;
they are our neighbors, whom we are called to

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAbansEdmonds@gmail.com

love and serve as ourselves. It’s a very diaconal view of the neighborhood.
How the good folks of St. Luke’s addressed
these questions was get out and meet the neighbors – the business folks and the homeless
folks, the people that live there and the people
that recreate there; they started out by simply
being in relationship with as many people as
possible. They are out and visible in the neighborhood. They spend more time and energy
learning their neighbors’ stories than in trying
to get them to listen to theirs.
To be honest, St. Luke’s is operating under
different circumstances than we are. They are
in a pretty vital and bustling urban center. The
Post Office and the Library are virtually around
the corner and down the street. Ballard is rapidly changing. People walk by every hour of
every day. But the core of their ministry
remains applicable to our situation – be neighbors to your neighbors; get to know them, get to
love them; find ways of making contact, everyday ordinary contact; spend time with them,
then find ways to invite them to spend time
with you. It’s not quick but it is simple. St.
Luke’s has many programs and events; we’re
getting more all the time.
In September, St. Luke’s held a neighborhood fundraiser for their homeless ministry. It
was called Edible Hope. It was held at a local
brew pub rather than at the church. Local businesses were sponsors of the event, helping to
defray the costs. There were a limited number
of tickets. I wanted to go, but it sold out before
I could get a ticket. They raised around $40K!
At the end of the evening, Britt thanked those in
attendance for all the ways they were joining in
the life, work, and ministry of the Church – in
the work of the Body of Christ. She knew,
because she has been in longstanding relationship with them, that many in attendance were
not Christians, yet they too are involved in the
ministry of Christ. And they recognized it,
nodding in agreement!
What relationships in the neighborhood do
we already have and which ones will we allow
the Holy Spirit to lead us into that will empownd

er the neighborhood to join in the ministries of
the Body of Christ?
I’ve got to get out more -we all do – in the
Name of Christ.

PARISH DIRECTORY CHANGES
New Address
Judy Fleenor
7501 210th St SW #16
Edmonds, WA 98026
425-967-7566
jfleenor@comcast.net
Room Number Change
Sarah Burns
3333 148th St SW #425
Phone Number Changes
Dorothy & Leland Beach
425-775-8086
Additions to Directory
Jon & Jean Burpee
705 Birch Pl
Edmonds, WA 98020
425-678-8496
jcburpee@msn.com
Susan Harewood
14714 Admiralty Way A296
Lynnwood, WA 98087
425-773-6103
susanharewood@gmail.com
Paul Ainsworth & Ganna Herendon
Camilla (9months)
7126 196th St SW #3
541-331-3107
paulv_ainsworth@yahoo.com
3rd QUARTER OUTREACH BASKET
The Everett Gospel Mission will receive
$438 from our 3rd quarter Outreach Donations.
Everett Gospel Mission provides emergency
shelter and comprehensive recovery programs
for 145 men, and 75 women and children each
night.
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DON’T FORGET – COFFEE’S ON
Saturday, October 20, 10:00am
Don’t miss ECW’s Coffee on Saturday,
October 20, at 10:00am, in the Parish Hall.
Maryellen Young will show pictures and talk
about her recent trip to Scotland. Coffee and
light refreshments will be served. Be sure to
bring books you have read to exchange, and
take home some “new” ones. This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship!

STEW FEST EXTRAORDINAIRE!
On October 10 we had a very successful
Stew Fest, with attendance of 23 parishioners.
Stews were provided by Barbara Halterman,
John Kistner, Susie Nichols, Jeannie Wells and
Maryellen Young. Appetizers, salads, breads
and festive beverages of beer, wine, sparkling
cider plus coffee and tea were provided for the
evening. We were blessed with our speaker,
Sabeth Fitzgibbons, who shared thoughts about
our stewardship theme, “Transforming Generosity.” We also had opportunities to share with
each other.
Thanks to all of you for helping to make
StewFest a success with your wonderful stews.
Everyone had a great time!

BOY SCOUTS DID IT AGAIN!!
Again, we owe a huge Thank You to our
Boy Scout Troop 300!! There were 16 Scouts
and 8 adults who worked a total of 90 manhours on Saturday, October 6, clearing blackberry bushes, weeds and fallen debris from
trees.
One particular job was way beyond the call
of duty – the storm drains were cleaned by boys
nd

going down in them and scooping out pine needles. Apparently this was a coveted job, as several Scouts were vying for the opportunity
The banks around the church building have
been totally cleaned, and there is now a cleared
path to the gazebo. It all looks amazing!
How blessed we are to have such dedicated
and hard-working Scouts and their families in
our church.

TAIZE SERVICE, NOVEMBER 4
Come join us for our next Taizé Service on
Sunday, November 4, at 7:00pm. The sanctuary is filled with beautiful candlelight for this
service of music, lessons, prayers and silence,
making it an evening to remember.
Taizé music is beautiful, simple, repetitive
chants sung as prayer.
This is a perfect opportunity to invite others
to join us. We appreciate the gifts and leadership of John Lehrack, St. Alban’s Music Director, for making this service possible and now a
tradition. Refreshments will be served following this service.

ST. ALBAN’S GRATITUDE TREE
Stewardship is a living a life of gratitude –
taking the time every day to recognize the gifts
God has given and to be grateful for them.
To assist with showing our gratitude, we
have constructed a Gratitude Tree on the bulletin board to the left of the entryway. There you
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will find leaves upon which you can write your
thanksgiving or gratitude for gifts from St.
Alban’s and God. You may attach your leaf
yourself, or we can do it for you (sorry, it is a
tall tree). You can also email your gratitude
note to the church office, and we will put it on
the tree.
Help transform our tree with gratitude.
Don’t be “leafed out.”
Let’s cover the tree with leaves.
Steve Forsythe
Vestry Stewardship Liaison

RenewalWorks PROCESS CONTINUES
The “Spiritual Life Inventory” (SLI) input
portion of the RenewalWorks process is now
completed. As of October 7, we received 62
inventories. Great job! Thank you to everyone
who participated. The next phase of the process
will be to have our Workshop Team members
meet to look at the four questions:
The questions are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Where have we been?
Where are we now?
Where do we feel called to go?
How do we get there?

The first workshop will be held on Wednesday, October 17th. The results of these inventories will provide the basis for this process. We
thank the many parishioners who completed the
inventory that provides an assessment of your
views of where you are and where you think
our church is now with regard to our common
spiritual journey. Please keep this RenewalWorks process in your prayers.
If you have any feedback about taking the
Spiritual Life Inventory, please share your
thoughts with Fr. Greg, Dan Mullene at
hondaguy@aol.com or 425-412-3661; Pat
Chandler at patchandler5694@comcast.net or
425-248-9417; Maryellen Young at
maryelleny@comcast.net or 425-776-2461.
nd

“SIZE TO SIZE,
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH”
The Diocese of Olympia’s Office of the
Bishop presented “Size to Size, Strength to
Strength” – a conference that explores what it
means to be faithful, healthy, and effective in
your church’s current, local context and help
you discern if God is calling your congregation
to grow in new ways.
Each church was invited to attend two days
of the conference, held at Fort Worden. The
first day was to connect and network with other
churches of similar size, to share and discover
strengths specific to your congregational size.
The second day was to learned more about how
growth would look by joining the next congregational size up. Fr. Greg, Dan Mullene and
Maryellen Young attended on behalf of St.
Alban’s on October 2nd and 3rd.
The first day was with very small and small
congregations, and the second day was with
small and medium congregations. Others in our
congregation were invited to participate, but
were unable due to a variety of conflicts.
The Diocese invested $100,000 to provide this
opportunity so that each participating congregation only had to pay $100. 70% of the congregations in the Diocese were able to attend.
Worship was a key part of each day with
morning, midday and closing services. The
morning plenary session was a discussion of
characteristics of the various sizes of churches.
The day ended with congregations sharing
something that excited them about what they
were doing.
Afternoons were full of workshop options.
With three people, we were able to cover all of
the workshops offered. Dan attended the ones
on stewardship and communications; Fr. Greg
attended one on community and connection -Going Big by Staying Small, Newcomers Min-
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istry and Finances; Maryellen attended Finances, Spiritual Culture, Identity & Marketing in
the Local Congregation and Faith Formation.
After the workshops, we met in small groups
to discuss the key points and then with our
individual congregation to discuss how to
implement one key takeaway in our own
church. Each of the workshops had handouts
that are on the website connected with this conference:
https://ecww.org/the-bishops-leadershipconference-size-to-size-strength-to-strength/
Overall this was a very worthwhile opportunity to share ideas with other congregations
and be exposed to new ideas.

QUARTER OUTREACH DONATIONS
YWCA Pathways for Women will be the
recipient of our Outreach Basket donations for
the 4th Quarter of 2018. Pathways for Women
provides shelter, transitional housing and permanent housing for single mothers and children. They strive to give all clients the opportunity to find decent, affordable, and safe housing for themselves and their children. For more
information go to
https://www.ywcaworks.org/programs/pathway
s-women.
RICK STEVES, “THE STORY OF
FASCISM IN EUROPE”
Rick Steves has made a new special for our
time, “The Story of Fascism in Europe.” The
program will be shown at the Edmonds Center
for the Arts on Wednesday, October 17, at
7:00pm. The presentation is free, registration
is requested at www.ricksteves.com/traveltips/travel-classes/fascism-screening.
The program will also be shown on KCTS
Chanel 9 on Tuesday, October 23, 7:00pm.
nd

IMMIGRATION REFORM IN WASHINGTON
STATE WITH BISHOP RICKEL & ATTORNEY
GENERAL BOB FERGUSON
Saint Mark's Cathedral, Seattle
October 17, 7:00pm
Saint Mark's presents Washington State
Attorney General Bob Ferguson, who will share
his thoughts on the current state of immigration
both locally and nationally, as well as how we
can continue our involvement toward sensible
and equitable policies.
Following will a panel discussion moderated
by The Right Rev. Greg Rickel, Bishop of the
Diocese of Olympia, with Marcos Martinez,
Executive Director of Casa Latina; Estela
Ortega, Executive Director of El Centro de la
Raza; and Michael Ramos, Executive Director
of The Church Council of Greater Seattle.
Christian One Liners
If God is your Co-pilot,
Switch seats!

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
October 21, Pentecost 22
Mark 10:45 puts it very succinctly: The Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many. What gift
can we ever give to thank Him for His incredible gift to us? Living life as a steward and disciple, and following the Lord’s examples and
teachings is certainly a good place to start!
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October 28, Pentecost 23
Mark tells us that Bartimaeus had faith that
Jesus could heal him. The disciples tried to
shoo him away, but he was persistent, and Jesus
answered his plea. What is it in our lives that
blinds us, and lets us shoo ourselves away from
believing in, and accepting the grace and mercy
of our God? As stewards with restored vision,
we can serve in ways that are yet unknown to
us if we pray for our own blindness to be
healed!
SCHEDULE

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S CREATION
Almighty and everlasting God, you made the
universe with all its marvelous order, its
atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite
complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as
we probe the mysteries of your creation, we
may come to know you more truly, and more
surely fulfill our role in you eternal purpose;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

October 21 – Pentecost 22
Isaiah 53:4-12, Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 10:35-45
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Carol Gordon
EM: Reilly Mannery
October 28 – Pentecost 23
Jeremiah 31:7-9, Psalm 126
Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark 10: 46-52
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Dan Mullene
November 4 – Pentecost 24
Deuteronomy 6:1-9, Psalm 119:1-8
Hebrews 9:11-14, Mark 12:28-34
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Carol Gordon
EM: Claudia Walker
November 11 – Pentecost 25
1 Kings 17:8-16, Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Reilly Mannery

nd
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