AROUND THE PARISH
October 30, 2018
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.
COMING EVENTS
11/1,2 College for Congregational Develop
11/4 8:00/10:30am, All Saints Day and
Stewardship Ingathering
12:30pm, Vestry Officers Mtg, Annex
7:00pm, Taize Service
11/5 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/6 6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
11/7 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH
11/12 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/13 2:00pm, Altar Guild Mtg, PH
7:00pm, Vestry, PH

11/19
11/21
11/28
12/5
12/10

PLANNING AHEAD
6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, Anx
6:00pm, Hors d’ouvres & Fellowship
7:00pm, Thanksgiving Eucharist
6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
6:30pm, RenewalWorks Wkshp, PH
7:00pm, Celtic Christmas Concert

NOVEMBER 4 IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY.
Please remember to add an item or
two of non-perishable foods in your grocery
cart when you shop for your family. The
need is great in our community, and we can
help!
Tt
Tur

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
REMEMBER TO TURN THOSE CLOCKS
BACK ONE HOUR.
nd

THE TREE OF LIFE & MUHAMMED
Fr. Greg Peters

Proverbs, Chapter 3:13-18, says of the Torah
Happy are those who find wisdom [or the Torah],
and those who get understanding,
14
for her income is better than silver,
and her revenue better than gold.
15
She is more precious than jewels,
and nothing you desire can compare with her.
16
Long life is in her right hand;
in her left hand are riches and honor.
17
Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace.
18
She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her;
those who hold her fast are called happy.

She, the Torah, is the tree of life for those
who hold her fast; her ways are pleasantness
and all her paths are peace.
I heard this passage quoted in a radio story
about the shooting in Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life
Synagogue. I had wondered about the origin of
the name; the story made it clear. The study of,
and the doing of, scripture leads to pleasantness
and peace – to God’s Shalom.
In an accompanying story, the Muslim
community in Pittsburgh took up a collection to
ease the financial burdens of the Tree of Life
Synagogue’s members. Counseling, funeral
expenses, travel expenses for family members,
medical expenses, whatever was needed. Their
goal was $25,000. They had to revise that goal
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three times; after the first day they had already
raised over $75,000. The money – the generosity – just kept flowing in. They were clear that
donors didn’t have to be Muslim; anyone from
any religion or no religion at all could donate, it
was open to anyone who wished to ease the
community’s pain.
The organizer was asked about what motivated him to start this campaign, especially in
light of the tenuous history of Jewish/Muslim
relations. His response was that this tension
need not be the norm; it is, in fact, a fallacy.
Among other things, Muslims endeavor to lead
lives worthy of the Prophet Muhammed, following his examples. To illustrate this, he told
this short story.
Once the Prophet was sitting with his disciples along a road when a Jewish funeral procession approached. The Prophet stood up as a
sign of respect. After the procession had passed
by, he sat back down. One of his disciples
immediately asked, why he had stood up. It
was clearly a Jewish not a Muslim funeral procession. The Prophet responded, “Was it not a
human soul? Was it not a human soul?”
The lesson in all this, for me, is that all our
differences, though important, are not limiting;
they may help explain us, but they don’t really
define us. Our differences are meant to be
complimentary rather than conflictual. They go
together, we evolved in diversity. At the core
of all our existence, though, we are all still
simply human souls. And at the core of faith –
our faith and our neighbor’s faith(s) – we are
made for Peace, for the Peace that passes all
understanding, for Shalom.
In the Revelation, one of John’s last visions
was of a river flowing from the throne of God.
He says in Chapter 22, verse 2, “On either side
of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month,
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations.” There is also a beautiful and
haunting Christian hymn about the Tree of Life
– Jesus Christ the Apple Tree.
The Tree of Life – Jesus, the Torah, does the
name matter much? Can a thing be two things
at once, called by two different things? Do acts
nd

of mercy have different origins? Jewish, Christian, Muslim, no faith at all, does the adjective
matter? Mercy is mercy; compassion is compassion; love of neighbor is love of neighbor;
they are leaves and fruit of the same tree. What
shade could be more pleasant? What fruit more
refreshing? What healing more complete?

ANNUAL DIOCESE CONVENTION
Fr. Greg Peters

Representatives of the congregation along
with the clergy of our Diocese and our Bishop
met last week at our annual Diocesan Convention. For two days we attended workshops and
presentations and then, meeting in general sessions, we deliberated and discussed the business
of the Diocese and prayed together. Jim
Gilman and Carrie Cone and I represented St.
Alban’s.
I attended a workshop on what to do in the
event of an active assailant on the church’s
premises. This was before we learned about the
attack on the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. The most important things I learned
from the workshop -- to have escape routes, to
have periodic drills for an active assailant, to
not freeze up in the event of an attack but to
fight back. Hymnals and Prayer Books make
great projectiles; throwing them at an assailant
may be disruptive enough to allow time for
people to escape or for the assailant to be subdued.
Jim attended two workshops on Diocesan
ministries with Immigrants and Refugees from
resettlement to legal matters to feeding and
sheltering them and on the Mission to Seafarers.
During the general sessions, besides the
normal business of convention, there were
numerous presentations on the history and ministries of the Diocese. Did you know, for ex-
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ample, that there is a chapel at Snoqualmie Pass
Ski Area? If you go skiing on a Sunday there
you can also attend church. Also, we have a
unit of the Episcopal Youth Corps housed at St.
Mark’s Cathedral. Currently six young adults
from around the country – and one from England – are participating in a ten month program
working with various social services in our
region and living in intentional community.
As should be expected, we worshipped
together several times each day. At the Saturday Eucharist, five women were ordained to the
permanent diaconate. One of them, Emily
Meachem Austin, was baptized at St. Alban’s
when she was a child.
We discussed and voted on several resolutions that had been brought before us. Here’s
an overview:
 We approved the Annual Assessment
Rate at 14.5%; this is .5% less than last
year and the lowest rate in several decades. So the congregation will have
more resources to conduct our ministries
in our neighborhoods.
 Clergy received at 3.3% cost-of living
adjustment.
 We adopted policies for the protection
of children and youth and for vulnerable
adults.
 We have formally requested the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music
of the Episcopal Church to review the
translations of the Nicene Creed into
East Asian languages.
 We are exhorting the Diocesan Board of
Directors to administer the Diocesan Investment Fund consistent with good
stewardship practices of our faith, basing their investment decisions in socially and environmentally sustainable
ways. Specifically, we are asking for
the divestment from fossil fuel producing industries and companies.
 We resolved to recognize the inherent
dignity of transgender and nonbinary
persons as children of God.
nd



And lastly, in recognition that “sexual
harassment of adults by clergy, church
employees, and church members are
abuses of trust, a violation of the Baptismal Covenant, contrary to Christian
Character, and are therefore wrong,” we
resolved to establish a Diocesan Task
Force on Prevention of Sexual Harassment and Discrimination.

Lastly, and perhaps most significant, Bishop
Rickel announced that he will hold several
regional meetings in the coming year, modeled
on the meetings we held with the candidates
last time we elected a bishop, to discern together whether he is still the person we need in the
office of bishop or if it is time to begin the process of calling the next one. He isn’t announcing his retirement, that he is ready to leave, or
even that he’s tired of the job, but he does want
us all to be certain that he - and we - have not
reached the end of our effectiveness. He will
be going on sabbatical next summer and will
take the insights from these meeting to contemplate on them during that time away. Look for
announcements in the coming winter and spring
for these meetings.

JOIN US FOR TAIZE, November 4
Our next Taize service will be at 7:00pm in
the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 4.
This is a quiet, calming service of lovely
candle light, music, prayers, lessons and
silence. Taize music is beautiful, simple, repetitive chants sung as prayer. Our very talented
music director, John Lehrack, prepares and presents this special worship event.
This is a perfect time to invite friends and
neighbors to join with us.
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ECW TRAVELOGUE AND FELLOWSHIP
Thanks to Maryellen Young for a great
presentation of her recent Scotland trip. She
narrated her beautiful slide photographs and
gave a very interesting report of the sights and
events of her tour.
Thanks also to Connie Forsberg for putting
this Saturday Coffee together for us. There was
a group of 30 present for this program, fellowship and book exchange. A lot of “new” books
went out the door on October 20!

ST. GEORGE AWARD PRESENTED
TO HOWARD HAYDEN
On Sunday, October 28, on the feast day of
Sts. Simon and Jude, the Boy Scouts of Troop
300, the Boy Scout Council of Mount Baker,
the Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Olympia,
and our Congregation, presented Howard
Hayden with the St. George Award. The St.
George Award is presented to adults for outstanding service to the spiritual development of
youth in national youth serving agency programs – in particular Scouting.
Through chicanery, Howard, who usually
attends and reads at the 8:00am service, was
recruited to read at 10:30. Howard sat in the
front pew; the scouts in the rear. By the sheer
grace and workings of the Holy Spirit, he was
totally oblivious to the presence of twenty or so
boy scouts and their adult leaders – all in uniform – until the Peace.
At the Offertory, after a superb “stewardship
moment” given by Keith LaBelle, Wendre
Vaughn led the scouts to the front of the
church. She began by speaking about Stewardship. It sounded like another stewardship
moment. Wendre told us how our congregation
has such a long history of stewarding the development of the boys of Troop 300, helping them
to become honorable young men and good citizens. Then, speaking directly to Howard, she
recounted how many years and all the ways that
he had cultivated, nurtured, and guided scouts,
and telling him, that it was with joy and pride
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that his generosity has been recognized by the
presentation of the St. George Award.
Howard was utterly surprised and shocked,
and glowing with pride.

STEWARDSHIP INGATHERING
On Sunday, November 4, we will be offering our pledges, along with our personal Gratitude Leaves, to our generous God at both services.
Over the past four weeks you have heard
sermons and short talks from parishioners about
stewardship as our way of transforming God’s
generosity to others – family, friends, strangers,
as well as our church and the community and
world around us. Your pledge will allow us to
continue on the path we believe God has set
before St. Alban’s, enabling us to come close to
achieving our goals – more time for our rector,
needed maintenance projects and increased outreach into our community.
Pledge cards for 2019 have been mailed.
Leaves for the Gratitude Tree will be passed out
for your personal expressions If you are not
able to return your pledge cards on November
4, please return them the following Sunday or
by mail.

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS
GIFT CARD DONATIONS
Once again we will be collecting donations
to support families at Chase Lake with Gift
Cards from Fred Meyer. Jim Nichols has been
promoting this act of generosity for many years,
and he will continue again this year.
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Designate your donation as “Chase Lake” on
the memo line of your check. You can also put
cash in an envelope and label the envelope
“Chase Lake.” Place your name on the envelope so we can give you credit for your contribution.
Please donate by Sunday, December 2nd if at
all possible.

Celtic Christmas Concert
DATE: Monday, December 10, 2018
TIME: 7:00 pm
ADMISSION: Donation of Cash or NonPerishable Food at the door to Support
Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net
Program
This concert is being sponsored by St.
Alban’s Endowment Fund for the benefit of
Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net
Program aimed at meeting basic needs (such
as food, clothing and extra help with homework) of Chase Lake families who live below
the poverty line.
This year’s concert features a varied program of European and Celtic infused Christmas music featuring the international
ensemble of Irish flutist, BRIAN DUNNING,
German & American vocalists MARC GREMM
and JANET MARIE CHVATAL, with American
keyboardist and vocalist JEFF JOHNSON.
Be sure to invite friends and neighbors.

EVERETT GOSPEL MISSION
On Sunday, October 28, Pastor Dan’l Markham, Church Partnerships Director with the
Everett Gospel Mission, was with us to receive
a check for $438 from our 3rd quarter Outreach
nd

Donations. Pastor Markham shared an example
of one woman with triplets who was helped at a
time of need. We are grateful that he was willing to be with us for both services.

VESTRY MEETING, October 9, 2018
St. Alban’s Vestry is now meeting for dinner
at 5:00pm prior to our meeting. This allows us
time to catch-up with each other and to be prepared for the meeting.
One of the changes made to Vestry this Fall
is sending written reports on our various liaison
areas prior to the actual meeting. This change
has afforded more time for discussion of business that does come before the Vestry.
Our discussion at the October meeting
included review of the Financial report, updates
on the Capital Campaign, Stewardship plans,
Vestry Recruitment, Bishop’s conference on
“Size to Size, Strength to Strength” attended by
Fr Greg, Maryellen Young, and Dan Mullene,
and preparation for the March Vestry Retreat.
The next Vestry Meeting will be Tuesday,
November 13,, 6:00pm, in the Parish Hall.

RenewalWorks is a catalyst for refocusing
parishes (and the individuals in them) on spiritual growth. Through a guided methodology
of self-reflection, sharing and workshop discussion, RenewalWorks will help us to identify
ways that God is calling us to grow. Our confidential Spiritual Life Inventory is complete and
the series of four workshops attended by a representative group of parishioners is underway. Our workshop team will be looking at
the data you provided through completing the
Spiritual Life Inventories and developing recommendations for going forward. While this
work is progressing, you won’t be hearing specifics in order to give the team time to work
with the data and discern what it is saying for
us as a congregation. Specific outcomes of the
RenewalWorks process are unique to each par-
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ish, reflecting our community’s specific challenges and opportunities. The goal is that this
process will inspire us as a congregation and
our leadership to rediscover who Jesus is, and
what it means to follow him.
Please include the RenewalWorks Workshop
Team in your prayers, using this prayer for mission from BCP:
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit
the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified; Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you
for all members of your holy Church, that in
their vocation and ministry they may truly and
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

additional funds pledged for Years 2 and 3, as
well as more matching funds available, so we’ll
have more information later about the amount
of money we still need to raise.
If you haven’t turned in a pledge card yet,
please either mail them to the church or drop
them in the collection plates any Sunday. In
addition the buckets will be passed every 4th
Sunday. There are Capital Campaign envelopes
in the pew racks; write Capital Campaign on
the memo line of your check.
We should all be encouraged that we are
able to replace our roof and are well on the way
to being able to repave our parking lot. We’ll
be looking at more fund raising after the beginning of the new year. Thank you for your support.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PRAYER

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Thank you everyone who has so generously
made donations and pledges for our Capital
Campaign.
We are excited to announce that as of our
October 24th Capital Campaign Ministry Meeting we have sufficient funds, with the addition
of matching funds, to declare the roof
replacement portion of our campaign
funded.
We have formed subcommittees to proceed
with investigating the top three roofing bids
submitted with product recommendations and
checking references. For planning purposes,
we are setting aside $120,000 to cover the submitted bids and contingencies, especially for
plywood that may need to be replaced due to
our previous leaks.
Starting with our existing roof fund of
$38,641, the balance will be split 50/50
between donations received and matching funds
from our Endowment Fund earnings. This will
leave us $16,000 in Year 1 funds as a start
towards our Parking Lot project. There are
nd

Gracious God, we thank and praise you for
the many ways you have richly inspired,
blessed and guided us since we began as a
congregation. Help us to maintain that legacy through strengthening our communion and
continuing to grow in faith, hope and love as
we repair our church. May we fulfill our calling with generous hearts, graciously giving
back the gifts that you have bestowed upon us
through your mercy. Bless our capital campaign with a deepening devotion to worship
and prayer, a growing commitment for service,
and increasing levels of generosity as we work
to advance the life and ministry of our parish.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen
SEPTEMBER FINANCIALS
Income for September was $14,790 which is
about $4,000 above the budget of $10,985.
September had five Sundays, so our contributions of pledges--current year-- was almost
$2,000 higher than the monthly average for the
year, indicating that some October pledges were
paid in September. This is a common occurrence when a month has five Sundays.
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Expenses for September were $12,540
which is below budget of $14,308 by about
$2,000.
Note, we try to budget income based on historical trends and expenses on when they occur.
Therefore budgeted expenses and budgeted
income vary according to when we expect them
to happen. The good news is that we are
exceeding our budget for income and spending
less than our budget for expenses. It would be
wonderful if this trend continues for our last
quarter of the year.
Total Income (actual year to date)
Total Income (budget year-to-date)
Total Actual Income minus Budget

$125,218.45
$114,204.00
$11,014.45

“Teach me, oh God how to take the gift of the
day and give it back to you, radiant in faith
spontaneous in joy, and rich in service.
Amen”
Forward Movement

Total Expenses (actual year-to-date
$130,493.00
Total Actual Expenses minus Budget ($ 7,191.93)
Net Total Income minus Total Expenses $1,917.38

CHASE LAKE PTA PRESENTS
A NIGHT OF COMEDY
Chase Lake PTSA presents: A Night of
Comedy at the Wade James Theatre on Saturday, November 3. Come join us for a night of
fun and laughs! All proceeds from the event go
to supporting the Chase Lake PTSA. Comedian
Duane Goad, a Canadian-born actor/comedian
performing in some of the country's top comedy
clubs and festivals, will be bringing host Dave
White and a few friends to make us laugh. Door
opens at 6:30pm. This is a 21 and over event.
Purchase tickets for $21.69 at Brown Paper
Tickets:
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/374
2287
This will be a super fun event!
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
November 4 – Pentecost 24
The Summary of the Law says it all…love God
with all your heart, mind and soul, and your
neighbor as yourself. It seems like such an
insurmountable task. Who could possibly do
this adequately? But as some of the 12-Step
groups say, “We strive for progress, not perfection.” God knows we can’t possibly completely attain these goals, but he is honored and satisfied if our efforts are reflected in a life lived
in faith, gratitude for his gifts and loving service to others.
November 11 -- Pentecost 25
“For all of them have contributed out of their
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put
in all that she had…” This is frequently the
time when we as congregations make our financial commitments to the parishes (and hopefully, to the gracious God we profess to love)
whose programs and ministries we want to support. Just for a moment, imagine what our
offerings would be if we all faithfully gave
from our abundance in thanksgiving for our
uncountable blessings. As the young often say,
it would be truly “awesome”!
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SCHEDULE
November 4 – Pentecost 24
Deuteronomy 6:1-9, Psalm 119:1-8
Hebrews 9:11-14, Mark 12:28-34
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Carol Gordon
EM: Claudia Walker
November 11 – Pentecost 25
1 Kings 17:8-16, Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Reilly Mannery
November 18 – Pentecost 26
Daniel 12:1-3, Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-14, [15-18], 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
8:00 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Barb Lagozzino
EM: Connie Forsberg
November 25 – Last Pentecost
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37
8:00 Lector: Phil McClelland
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Susan Hanson
EM: Eric Hanson
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