AROUND THE PARISH
September 15, 2018
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.
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COMING EVENTS
9:30am, EM & Acolyte Mtg, PH
RenewalWorks Spiritual Inventory
Begins
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH
6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
5:30-9:45, Conspire Retreat
8:45-4:45, Conspire Retreat
1:15-4:45, Conspire Retreat
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
6:30pm, Job’s Daughters, Annex

PLANNING AHEAD
10/7 8:00/10:30 Blessing of Animals
10/10 6:00pm, Evening Prayer
6:30pm, Stew Fest PH
10/17 6:30pm, RenewalWorks Workshop,
PH
10/20 10:00am, ECW Coffee (info coming)
10/26, 27 Diocese Convention, DoubleTree
by Hilton, SeaTac

Sometimes God puts us in the dark to show us
He is the light.

SOUP SUPPER – SEPTEMBER 19
Join us for our Soup Supper and evening
prayer on September 19. Fr. Greg Peters will
be leading our discussion on Spiritual Disciplines/Practices. Evening prayer begins at
6:00pm, followed by supper at 6:30pm.
Please bring soup, salad, bread or dessert as
you are able.
nd

TIME TO GET GOING!
By Greg Peters

It’s the time of year where, in our family, we
are putting things up in earnest. We’re making
jams, drying fruit, roasting and freezing peppers, and canning tomato sauce. We’re storing
up the produce of Summer for the dark, cold,
damp months ahead.
We’re planning ahead for the good work of
the academic year, too. There are fresh school
supplies, new clothes and shoes. We’re breaking out the raingear, starting to think about the
cold weather gear - not winter gear; that’s too
much to think about just yet!
School has started. We’re settling into our
individual, family, school, and work routines.
There is comfort in all this; it gives us the structure to learn and try new things. With all this
going on, it turns out to be one of our most productive times of the year.
And so it is with church. We’re back in the
program year. Throughout this issue of the
ATP, you’ll see just how much program there
is, and how many programs there are! It seems
like we are in a big growth spurt; a good, deepening, developmental, and expansive growth
spurt. There will be challenges, for sure, but
those are part of the growing process. What we
learn from our challenges and how we treat
each other in times of change will demonstrate
how much of a loving, faithful community we
are.
I hope each of us will make the most of this
time. I hope we will take advantage of programs, the events, the classes, and the week-in/
week-out worship. I trust that we’ll each find
in familiar rhythms of program and liturgical
year opportunities for growth, for deepening
our faith, our understanding, and our ministries.
I trust also that we will be blessed with wisdom,
grace, mercy, and insight as the Holy Spirit
guides and leads us thoroughout this fruitful
time.
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“WELCOME BACK” CELEBRATIONS
Welcome Back Sunday on September 9
was celebrated in several was, one being a
wonderful breakfast served between services
by the Vestry. Delicious French toast, pancakes, eggs and sausage were served. It was a
great opportunity for parishioners from both
services to break bread together and visit.
On September 9, our many ministries were
celebrated – and they are many! Our parishioners serve out in the community, as well as
at St. Alban’s.
Fr. Greg blessed our wonderful, refurbished
Sacristy on Welcome Back Sunday. Thanks to
the gift of new cabinetry from a contractor
friend of Susan and Eric Hanson, repainting
and new flooring, there is a light, bright, clean
Sacristy with lots of counter space and cabinets.
Denise and Tom Robertson worked on the
design, tore out the old cabinets, and readied
the area for the new cupboards. Reilly Mannery assisted with the painting, and many
hands helped empty the cabinets.
All of this was made possible by the generosity of Barbara and Abe Garcia’s family, who
made memorial donations in honor of their
parents. Both of the Garcias and their families
were very active members of St. Alban’s, and
Barbara was a member of the Altar Guild for
many years.
If you haven’t seen the “new” Sacristy, stop
by for a look. The ladies of St. Monica’s Altar
Guild are very grateful for the generosity and
hard work of many.

SAVE THE DATE!! – OCTOBER 20
St. Alban’s ECW is hosting a special coffee
with Maryellen Young sharing pictures of her
recent Celtic Pilgrimage. Gathering starts at
10:00am in the Parish Hall.

nd

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY CLASS
Fr. Greg and Roger Andersen will lead the
9:15am Sunday Bible Study class on October
23 and 30 while Eric Hanson is traveling.
These two classes will be reading the New
Testament chapter of James.
These classes are always open to newcomers, so you can join in at any time. They are
held in the Annex.

ST. ALBAN’S VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
September 11, 2018, Meeting
The Welcome Back Brunch was well attended by members from both the 8:00am and 10:30
am services. Thanks go to our cooks Dan
Mullene, Brad Goergen and Jim Nichols and to
the Vestry and others who contributed various
items for the delicious meal. Judging from the
noise level, people were engaged in conversation with their tablemates and enjoying being
together.
Have you noticed the recent trimming and
clearing of the blackberry bushes that were
beginning to “take over” much of the property?
Thanks go to Junior Warden for Grounds Phil
McClelland and his helper for their dedicated
hard work.
Planning for the 2019 Stewardship Campaign is progressing under the leadership of
Steve Forsythe and the committee. This coming year’s theme is “Transforming Generosity.”
Our annual Stew Fest will be held on Wednesday, October 10, with The Rev. Sabeth
Fitzgibbons as the featured speaker.
Sunday, September 16, is the launching of
access to the Spiritual Life Inventory that is a
key part of the RenewalWorks process. Parishioners will receive an on-line link to connect
with the Inventory that can be taken at your
convenience up until October 7. Paper copies
will be available. We urge all parishioners to set
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aside about 30 minutes of uninterrupted quiet
time to complete the inventory. Everyone’s
anonymous responses will be compiled to provide the Workshop Team with current data
regarding our parish’s spiritual priorities and
needs.

EM, LECTORS & ACOLYTE TRAINING
Eucharistic Ministers, lectors and acolytes
and those considering serving in these ministries are invited to attend a training meeting for
training on Sunday, September 16. We’ll do a
quick run-through of the service, talk about
what to do when and how, and answer any
questions that arise. This training will be between services and time will be somewhat limited, so please arrive in enough time to jump
right in at 9:30am.
If you are interested in serving as an acolyte, lector or EM, but don’t know what it entails, this short training is a good way to find
out! For more information, please talk to
Reilly Mannery or Fr. Greg.

WEAVING OUR STRENGTHS:
NARRATIVES OF HOPE
Mercer Island Presbyterian Church
Sunday, September 29, 8:00am – 3:15pm
The Church Council of Greater Seattle’s
Annual Conference will discuss fellowship,
inspiration and skill-building to strengthen
local churches’ efforts for the common good.
For more information, see the flyer in the
Parish Hall, call (206)204-3855 or email
aerickson@thechurchcouncil.org.
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As you may have heard by now (and we
HAVE been bombarding you with information
on this subject!), we are now in the process of
launching a program called RenewalWorks,
that will help St. Alban’s focus on our spiritual
vitality. By participating in this program, we
will be encouraging ourselves as a congregation
to get back to basics by making spiritual growth
a priority in our life and mission.
RenewalWorks will also help inspire our
congregation and leadership to discover who
Jesus is and what it means to follow him.
Through a guided methodology of selfreflection, sharing and workshop discussion, we
will begin the process of refocusing on spiritual
growth and the ways that God is calling us to
grow.
A Workshop Team has been assembled to
do the “heavy lifting” of working through
answering four questions around this process.
The questions are:
1. Where have we been?
2. Where are we now?
3. Where do we feel called to go?
4. How do we get there?
And to do this, we need you to complete an
online “Spiritual Life Inventory” (SLI) that
provides an assessment of your views of where
you are and where you think our church is at
this point in time with regard to our common
spiritual journey.
An important part of this entire process is
involving ALL of our congregation in learning
the answers to these questions.
On Sunday, September 16, we will be sending you an internet link via email to allow you
to access the SLI and fill it out. It is a multiplechoice inventory and will take around 30
minutes to complete. For those who are not
able to complete the inventory on a computer /
tablet / I-Pad, we will have hard copy paper
inventories which can be completed, and which
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will then be entered into the website. Your Vestry has already taken it, as have many of the
previous senior wardens.
You will find it to be a thoughtful opportunity for you to assess your own spiritual journey, and to also share your feelings on what is
important to you, and how you feel about the
degree to which your needs are being met at St.
Alban’s.
The inventory is entirely anonymous, so you
should feel free to honestly respond to the questions. If you have questions, please speak with
any member of our Workshop Team: Roger
Andersen, Phyllis Becker, Pat Chandler, Shirley
Clark, Carrie Cone, Susan Hanson, Eric
Hanson, Judy Kistner, Barbara Lagozzino, Dan
Mullene, Martha Philippoff, Hazel Shaw,
Wendre Vaughn, Maryellen Young and Shirley
Wilson.

DAY OF PEACE & LABYRINTH WALK
Church of the Redeemer in Kenmore is
hosting a labyrinth walk to celebrate the International Day of Peace on Friday, September
21, at 7:00pm. You will be guided on how to
use your labyrinth walk as a way to reflect on
peace.

DIOCESAN WORKSHOP ON PLANNING AHEAD
& PROVIDING FOR YOUR LOVED ONES
St. John, Snohomish
September 29, 9:00am – 2:30pm
$20 includes lunch and many resources
What is your hope for your legacy, both
for your loved ones and for the church you
love? Explore this question with us. Presenters include estate planning attorneys, clergy
and financial advisors, Bishop Greg Rickel and
Dean Steve Thomason. They will talk about
transformative gifts and share stories. Everyone who attends will receive the Life Planning
Manual, a very good tool developed by our
diocese.
nd

“Remembering the church in your will is
an act of love – love for God, love for a community that has nourished you throughout
your life, love for the mission that goes on
there long after you have died. Your gift leaves
a legacy of gratitude that will strengthen the
church and its mission long into the future.”—
Rev. Jeff Gill, rector of Trinity, Seattle, previous
host of Where there’s a Will, there’s a Way
workshop.

SUPPLIES HELP MAKE GOOD START!!
The school supplies donated by our congregation were gratefully received by our neighbor
Chase Lake Community School. There were
lots of folders, pencils, glue sticks, rulers,
markers, crayons, etc., contributed to help those
students who would be without their necessary
supplies. Reilly Mannery took at least “four
back-seat” car loads to the school office for
distribution. You’ve helped a lot of children off
to a good start! Thank you for your good hearts
and generosity.
Christian One Liners
We are called to be witnesses,
not lawyers or judges.
EDIBLE HOPE – LOVING OUR
NEIGHBOR ONE MEAL AT A TIME
Laguntas Tap Room, 1550 NW 49th St
September 24, 6:00-8:30pm - $20
St. Luke’s Ballard invites you to attend a
fundraiser on September 21 to support their
daily feeding ministry, Edible Hope Kitchen.
Come enjoy Laguntas brewing, live music,
great food, raffles, raise the paddle and more.
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For Diversity of Races & Cultures
Book of Common Prayer

UGANDAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Free Concert at Edmonds Lutheran Church
on Wednesday, October 3, 7:00pm
The Ugandan Children's Choir, Imani
Milele, will perform a free concert at Edmonds
Lutheran Church on Wednesday, October 3, at
7:00 pm. Imani Milele is a Swahili phrase
meaning "always believe.”
The organization works with impoverished
children living in rural communities; providing
them with the hope of a brighter future through
education.
Imani was established in 1989 and currently
serves over 3,500 at-risk children and orphaned
children, by providing housing, education and
skill training.
The purpose of the Imani Milele Children's
Choir is to promote and bring awareness to the
plight of these vulnerable children in Uganda.
Through their craft in music and dance, their
performances have earned them recognition as
one of the best children's choirs in the nation.
Enjoy vibrant costumes, African dance, song,
and drum routines!
Come and join us for this inspiring evening
of lovely music and beautiful voices!

Parishioner’s Gratitude
A job I love, a graceful church, family, bills
being paid, roof over my head that’s safe and
a car that runs.
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O God, who created all peoples in your
image, we thank you for the wonderful
diversity of races and cultures in this world.
Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of
fellowship, and show us your presence in
those who differ most from us, until our
knowledge of your love is made perfect in
our love for all your children; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
September 16 – Pentecost 17
In Mark 8: Jesus says, But who do you say that
I am? Your relationship with Jesus – personal
or impersonal, constant presence in your life or
“God, please help me just this one time, and I’ll
never…” savior and true friend or distant hazy
religious figure – no doubt has a great deal to
do with your life as a steward. Who do you
say that He is? Wouldn’t your stewardship life
be more meaningful if you could see Him as
constant presence, true friend, and personal
savior? He wants to be all of those things you
know!
September 23 – Pentecost 18
From part of James:3: “But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without a trace of partiality of hypocrisy.“ Put
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this list on your mirror and try to live by these
good stepping stones for faithful stewards –
difficult indeed to attain, but gratitude-creating
when you have some success!!
September 30 – Pentecost 19
“Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we,
running to obtain your promises, may become
partakers of your heavenly treasure.” Isn’t this
what stewardship is all about? It’s not the
treasure that’s important here; it’s growing our
relationship with God in faithful expectation of
the as yet unknown blessings to come.

SCHEDULE
September 16 – Pentecost 17
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 116:1-8
James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38
8:00 Lector: Martha Philippoff
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Susa Hanson
EM: Eric Hanson

October 7 – Pentecost 20
Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Reilly Mannery
October 14 – Pentecost 21
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31
8:00 Lector: Denise Robertson
EM: Sharon Joy
10:30: Lector: Connie Forsberg
EM: Mary Fowler
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Jeannie Wells, our Parish Administrator, is in
the office on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
and available from 2:00-4:00pm Volunteers
will be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday
from 10:00am-12:00pm. Jeannie’s email is:
jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com

September 23 – Pentecost 18
Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 54
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37
8:00 Lector: Gretchen Munsey
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Mary Fowler
September 30 – Pentecost 19
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29,
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Reilly Mannery
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