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AROUND THE PARISH 

August 31, 2018 
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  

committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

 

COMING EVENTS 

9/4 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, PH 

 6:30pm, Prayer Beads, Annex 

9/7, 8 College for Congregational  

Development 

9/9 Welcome Back Sunday 

 Vestry Brunch between services 

9/10 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

 

PLANNING AHEAD 

9/2 12:30pm, Vestry Officers Mtg, Annex 

9/9 7:00pm, Vestry Meeting, PH 

9/16 RenewalWorks Spiritual Inventory 

   Starts 

9/19 6:00pm, Evening Prayer 

 6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH 

9/21, 22, 23   Conspire Retreat (see below) 

9/25 6:30pm, Job’s Daughters, Annex 

10/7 8:00/10:30   Blessing of Animals 

10/26, 27   Diocese Convention, DoubleTree  

    by Hilton, SeaTac 

 

 

 
Hope is being able to see that there is light 
despite all of the darkness. 
          Desmond Tutu 

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 9 – WELCOME BACK 

SUNDAY AND BRUNCH 

     Vestry members are providing a Welcome 

Back Breakfast between services on Sunday, 

September 9.  Food will be served starting at 

9:30am, which gives both service groups the   

opportunity to eat together. Join us for this 

special time of fellowship. 

 
 

WE COME TO CHURCH TO……. 
    Fr. Greg Peters 

     We come to church for a variety of reasons:  

to hear and study God’s Word, to be fed with 

God’s Body and Blood, to sit in silence and lis-

ten, to see friends, to laugh, to complain to God 

and anyone else who will listen about every last 

little thing, to plead on behalf of others, to play, 

to learn, to hear some good music, to sing . . . 

the list goes on and on.  But at the heart of it all, 

we come to be together in God’s presence, to be 

transformed once more into the likeness of the 

living God, and to be sent out as witnesses in 

the world to God’s Grace and Mercy.  In short, 

to be nurtured and grow spiritually. 

     Beginning this month, we have a wonderful 

opportunity to explore how the Church – we as 

an institution and as a particular gathering of 

the faithful – is doing in our endeavors to grow 

spiritually.  Our congregation has entered into 

Forward Movement’s RenewalWorks Program.  

Judy Kistner found this and suggested it to the 

Vestry, who examined it and determined that it 

was good follow-up to the Spiritual Gifts Inven-

tory that most of us took earlier this year.  Just 

to forewarn you, you’re going to be hearing a 

lot about this program.  You’re going to be 

hearing about it, because the Vestry and I are 

very excited about it and the prospects for spir-

itual growth that it holds.  But, of course, that 

growth means we will have to participate as 

fully as possible – with as many of us as possi-

ble.  So look for announcements, emails, per-

sonal invitations and reminders, smoke signals, 

planes with banners trailing behind, public ser-

vice announcements, letters from congress, 

Morse Code, and any other means of communi-

cation we can come up with between now and 

the beginning of October! 
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     But don’t worry, we’re only asking for 30 

minutes or an hour of your time.  The beginning 

of the program includes an anonymous and con-

fidential survey of how and where you experi-

ence the holy, how you feed your spirit, and 

how the Church has helped in the development 

of your spiritual life.  The survey is offered 

online, but we will have paper copies for those 

who prefer that.  We will have a couple of 

computers available at coffee hours later in the 

month, for those who want to use them.  We are 

also making sure that those who cannot regular-

ly attend church service have the opportunity to 

take the survey.  It’s that important to us and to 

the process.  The survey will be available from 

mid-September to the first week of October. 

     After that, it’s up to the Leadership Team 

and the Workshop Team to work through the 

results of the survey and develop a plan to pre-

sent to the Vestry and the Congregation as to 

how we can more intentionally grow spiritually 

as individuals and as a congregation.  The goal 

is to help the Church do a better job of nurtur-

ing, growing, and empowering its members.  

We will present the final report and plan at the 

Annual Meeting. 

     What I am most excited about is that        

RenewalWorks bases spiritual growth on the 

two great commandments – to love God with 

one’s whole heart, mind, body, and spirit, and 

to love one’s neighbors as one’s self.  These are 

at the core of Jesus’ ministry and proclamation.  

These are the heart of the Good News.  This 

program leads us to a return to the fundamen-

tals of our faith, a return to the deep wellspring 

of divine grace.  But it is not simply harkening 

back to the past.  We go back to the source 

looking toward the future, strengthened by the 

Spirit to continue the proclamation of Jesus’ 

reconciling, healing, and transformative minis-

try for us, for the church, and for the whole 

world.  That’s the way it is with God:  circling  

back in connection, but always expanding out 

into the world with the Good News that is 

meant for all. 

 
 

 

RenewalWorks 
     We are pleased to announce the Workshop 

Team to participate with the RenewalWorks 

process.   The following people have agreed to 

participate as team members: Roger Anderson, 

Phyllis Becker, Shirley Clark, Carrie Cone, Eric 

& Susan Hanson, Barbara Lagozzino, Judy 

Kistner, Martha Philippoff, Hazel Shaw, 

Wendre Vaughan and Shirley Wilson.  

     RenewalWorks is designed to help churches 

focus on spiritual vitality. The goal of           

RenewalWorks is to help people and congrega-

tions grow in love of God and love of neighbor. 

We are pleased to have this team as representa-

tives of our congregation participating in this 

process.  

 

     The three initial components of the Renewal 

Works process are:   

 a confidential spiritual life survey, 

which we encourage everyone to com-

plete  

 a series of four workshops attended by 

this Workshop Team  

 a report with recommendations to the 

Vestry and congregation.  

 

     Starting September 16
th

 the anonymous, 

confidential Spiritual Life Inventory will be 

available via a link that will be emailed to you. 

We hope all of you will set aside about 30 

minutes to respond prayerfully to this inven-

tory.  
 Paper copies will be available for those of you 

who do not have access online.  If you are in-

terested in more information, please contact   

either Dan Mullene at hondaguy@aol.com or 

phone number 425-412-3661 or Pat Chandler at 

patchandler5694@comcast.net or phone num-

ber 425-248-9417.  

mailto:hondaguy@aol.com
mailto:patchandler5694@comcast.net
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3
rd

 QUARTER OUTREACH DONATIONS 

     The Everett Gospel Mission is the desig-

nated recipient for our 3
rd

 quarter Outreach  

Donations from the 3
rd

 Week Baskets.  Everett 

Gospel Mission provides emergency shelter and 

comprehensive recovery programs for 145 men, 

and 75 women and children each night.  For 

more information go to www.egmission.org/. 

     Many years ago St. Alban’s provided a 

Christmas Dinner for some of the ladies at the 

Everett Gospel Mission.  If interested, there are 

also many volunteer opportunities available. 

 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

     Thank you everyone who has made dona-

tions and pledges for our Capital Campaign.   

As of August 12
th

 we have received $45,411 in 

donations and pledges towards our goal of    

raising $100,000 from members of the congre-

gation.  We have an additional total of $9,407 

in pledges to be paid in Years 2 and 3.  The rest 

of our total goal of $200,000 will be met by 

adding the existing roof fund and matching 

funds from our Endowment Distribution.   

     The first priority will be to do the roof.  We 

are in the process of evaluating bids from four  

contractors.  The amount of the bid may change  

once the work starts if they find boards that 

need to be replaced.  With matching funds from 

the earnings from our endowment funds and the 

current roof savings account, we are close to 

having enough to do the roof.  Additional fund 

raising will go towards redoing the parking lot. 

     If you haven’t turned in a pledge card yet, 

please either mail them to the church or drop 

them in the collection plates any Sunday.  In 

addition the buckets will be passed every 4
th

 

Sunday.  There are Capital Campaign envelopes 

in the pew racks and write Capital Campaign on 

the memo line of your check.   

     We’ve made a great start and we should all 

be encouraged. 

 

 

Capital Campaign Prayer 

Gracious God, we thank and praise you for the 

many ways you have richly inspired, blessed 

and guided us since we began as a  congrega-

tion.   Help us to maintain that legacy through 

strengthening our communion and  continuing 

to grow in faith, hope and love as we repair our 

church. May we fulfill our calling with gener-

ous hearts, graciously giving back the gifts that 

you have bestowed upon us through your mer-

cy. Bless our capital campaign with a deepen-

ing devotion to worship and prayer, a growing 

commitment for service, and increasing levels 

of generosity as we work to advance the life 

and ministry of our parish. We ask this through 

Christ, our Lord.       Amen 

 

 

 
 

NEWS & INSPIRATION FROM 

FORWARD MOVEMENT 

     The following article contains excerpts 

from Forward Movement’s website and was  

written by Scott Gunn, Executive Director.   

It concerns the situation many of today’s  

churches find themselves in – desire for parish 

growth.  It discusses having greeters, signage 

and hospitality programs, and adds the follow-

ing to the list of “getting your church ready.” 

 

     “There’s another important part of welcom-

ing guests:  our spirit.  If our goal when a guest 

arrives is to persuade them to join our church, 

we are setting aside Christian hospitality in 

favor of being salespeople.  Our task, when a 

guest shows up, is not to think of them as pro-

http://www.egmission.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj92rakqdHYAhVDw2MKHW3bBg4QjRwIBw&url=http://weclipart.com/building+fund+clipart&psig=AOvVaw1xIn96C8o6B1JPNTXEQ-Ht&ust=1515808619634658
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spective members.  Our task is to bless our 

guests. 

     “Jesus thought that hospitality for its own 

sake is pretty important.  Welcoming strangers 

is right at the top of his priority list, and offer-

ing welcome figures prominently throughout 

the scriptures.  When a guest arrives, our     

delight is to welcome them.  Sure, if they are 

called to join our church, that is wonderful.  

But maybe they’re called elsewhere.  In that 

case, we can be a blessing on their journey. 

     “Are you ready to think of your church as a 

blessing?  What does it mean to focus on hos-

pitality as an end, not as a means?  How might 

you offer Christ’s blessing to everyone who 

passes through your doors?” 

  

 
 

LABYRINTH WALK FOR 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 

     September 21, 2018, is the UN  

International Day of Peace.  A good way to 

celebrate this year is to walk a labyrinth for 

peace at Church of the Redeemer in Kenmore, 

Washington, at 7:00pm.  You will be guided in 

how to use your labyrinth walk as a way to re-

flect on peace. 

     International Day of Peace was established 

in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolu-

tion. 

 

 

CONSPIRE 2018:  The Path of Descent is 

the Path of Transformation 

     A webcast of Richard Rohr and friends 

from the Center for Action and Contemplation 

will be featured at St. Alban’s Parish Hall on 

September 21-23 (Friday night, Saturday and 

Sunday afternoon). 

    This webcast explores contemplative teach 

ings, practices, reflection and conversation 

with Richard Rohr and several others.  Ques-

tions considered are:  

 How do we grow and change?   

 How do we become our most whole 

selves, deeply connected with God and 

others? 

     Learn how to reconsider dark times as    

sacred and find companionship, community 

and courage for your own unique spiritual 

journey of becoming Love in our world. 

     More information and registration infor-

mation will be in the next issue of ATP. 

 

 
 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATIONS 

      It may not sound like much, but every year 

there are families who are unable to provide all 

the school supplies for their young children.  

We have the opportunity to help those students 

in our neighborhood at Chase Lake Communi-

ty School.  There are lots of great sales at local 

stores. 

     Items needed are:  Ticonderoga #2 pencils, 

colored pencils, strong 2-pocket folders, glue 

sticks, school scissors, pencil boxes, washable 

markers (8 to 10 count), inch/centimeter rulers, 

black Sharpies, dry erase markers.  Not needed 

are:  notebook paper, composition books, 24 

count crayons and backpacks. 

     We are extending our donation time to the 

end of September. 

 

 

Christian One Liners 
The good Lord didn’t create anything  

without a purpose,  
but mosquitoes come close 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=international+day+of+peace&id=B38ACAF1C1413455D8F551E3DE854B48333D0821&FORM=IARRTH
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LEM AND ACOLYTE TRAINING 
   Fr. Greg Peters 

     Sunday, September 16, 9:30am, Lay        

Eucharistic Ministers and Acolytes and those 

considering serving in these ministries, please 

attend this training.  

     We'll do a quick run through of the service, 

talk about what to do when and how, and      

answer any questions that arise.  This is a good 

opportunity to all be or get on the same 

page.  This training is between services, so time 

will be somewhat limited, so please arrive with 

enough time beforehand to be ready to jump 

right in at 9:30.  

     If you are interested in serving as an acolyte 

or a LEM, but don't know what it entails, this 

short training is a good way to find out.  Other-

wise, for more information, please talk with 

Reilly Mannery or Greg Peters. 

 

 
JULY FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

     July’s operating income was $14,170 
which is above the budget of $12,806.    
July’s expenses were $13,204.38 which is  
below budget of $13,815.    
 
Income (actual year to date)            $97,508.91 

Income (budget year-to-date)         $91,265.00  
Actual income minus budget             $6,243.91 
 
Expenses (actual year-to-date)          $97,231.73 

Expenses (budget year-to-date)          $98,434.00 

Actual expenses minus budget           $  1,202.27) 

 

Net income minus expenses                 $277.18 

 

WHY ARE THEY FLEEING? 

Toward Durable Solutions to the Forced  

Migration Crisis in Our Hemisphere 

St. Mark’s Cathedral, Nave 

 September 5, 6:00pm 

Donations Accepted 

     Join a conversation and dinner with Noah 

Bullock, Cistosall Executive Director, the lead-

ing HGO working on forced displacement due 

to violence in the Northern Triangle countries 

of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras -- 

countries from which the majority of families at 

our border are fleeing.  Cristosal takes a holis-

tic, human rights-based approach that ranges 

from emergency humanitarian assistance for 

victims of forced displacement to strategic     

litigation that brings structural change so vic-

tims can count on protection and assistance 

from their own governments. 

 

 

Parishioner’s Gratitude 

I thank God for the many blessings in  

this life:  children, friends, my church  

and so many more. 

 

 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

September 2 – Pentecost 15 

We read in James 1, “Every generous act of 

giving, with every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father….”  If this is 

true, does our giving of all things – ourselves in 

service to others, our financial resources to 

support the Church, our loving responses to 
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those around us – reflect God’s abundant giv-

ing, or our more scarcity-oriented attitudes? 

 

September 9 – Pentecost 16 

Part of Mark’s Gospel deals with the healing of 

the deaf man.  The phrase Jesus uses is 

“Ephphatha  which translates as “be opened”.  

Perhaps this phrase should be part of our prayer 

as stewards.  Do we have faith enough to ask 

God to help us to open with all our lives and 

resources as a joyful response to His gifts, 

which are indeed too many to number? 

 

September 16 – Pentecost 17 

In Mark 8: Jesus says: But who do you say that 

I am?  Your relationship with Jesus – personal 

or impersonal, constant presence in your life of 

“God, please help me just this one time, and I’ll 

never…”, savior and true friend or distant hazy 

religious figure – no doubt has a great deal to 

do with your life as a steward.  Who do you say 

that He is?  Wouldn’t your stewardship life be 

more meaningful if you could see Him as con-

stant presence, true friend, and personal savior?  

He wants to be all of those things you know! 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

September 2 – Pentecost 15 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

8:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM: Howard Hayden 

10:30 Lector:  Judy Kistner 

 EM: Dan Mullene 

 

September 9 – Pentecost 16 

Isaiah 35:4-7a, Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10, [11-13], 14-17, Mark 7:24-37 

8:00 Lector:  Denise Robertson 

 EM:  Sharon Joy 

10:30 Lector:  Maureen Forsythe 

 EM:  Connie Forsberg 

 

 

September 16 – Pentecost 17 

Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 116:1-8 

James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38 

8:00 Lector:  Martha Philippoff 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30 Lector:  Shirley Clark 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

September 23 – Pentecost 18 

Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 54 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37 

8:00 Lector:  Gretchen Munsey 

 EM:  Howard Hayden 

10:30 Lector:  Susie Nichols 

 EM:  Mary Fowler 

 

September 30 – Pentecost 19 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29,  

Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50 

8:00 Lector:  Shannon Duggan 

 EM:  Jim Gilman 

10:30 Lector:  Susan Hanson 

 EM:  Eric Hanson 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
    Jeannie Wells, our Parish Administrator, is in 
the office on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
and available from 2:00-4:00pm   Volunteers 
will be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10:00am-12:00pm.  Jeannie’s email is:   
jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

mailto:jeannie.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com

