AROUND THE PARISH
March 31, 2018
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

COMING EVENTS
4/1

4/2
4/3
4/8
4/9
4/10
4/15

8:00/10:30am, Easter Services
Brunch between services
Easter Egg Hunt after 10:30 service
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
7:00pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
Tartan Sunday
12:30am, Vestry Officer Mtg
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, Annex
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
7:00pm, Vestry Meeting, PH
12:30am, Worship Mtg, PH
Feast of Saint Drogo
PLANNING AHEAD

4/18
4/22

4/28
5/5
6/9

6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
Earth Day
7:00pm, Taize Service
12:30pm, Vestry Officer Mtg., Annex
11:00-3:00pm, Cathedral Day
Cinco de Mayo
ECW Gathering (watch for details)

Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts
may be feeble. But since the power of prayer
is in the one who hears it and not in the one
who says it, our prayers do make a difference.
Max Lucado
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SPIRIUAL GIFTS – FOR THE BUILDING
UP OF THE BODY OF THE FAITHFUL
Fr. Greg Peters

Our parish is in Spiritual Discernment. God
gives each of us many gifts. Some fit our personalities, inclinations, and situations. Some
are practical and useful to our professions; from
student to adult worker to retiree. Some are
expressed in what we love to do for recreation
and renewal; our hobbies and pass times. These
all demonstrate our uniqueness and individuality; they’re quite literally part of our DNA.
The Spiritual Gifts are different. They, too,
are gifts from God, but they are not intended for
our own proclivities, passions, or individuality.
These several gifts are intended for the building
up of the body of Christ and for Christ’s mission and ministry in the world. We are not necessarily inclined to, or for, these. These are
chosen for us. These are the ones that drive us
into the wilderness and lead us out again into
the world. Because they are chosen for us, they
suit us well; they may fit us comfortably, but
they are not for our comfort. These mark us for
service and witness, and even sacrifice.
As Christians, we are constantly in discernment. Discernment can be boiled down to decision making while being intentionally guided
by the Holy Spirit. In groups, it employs dialogue rather than debate, emphasizes collegiality rather than conquest (winning debates), and
results in egalitarian communities rather than
hierarchical monarchies.
Discernment is grounded in prayer. In discernment we ask that God’s will rather than our
wills be done. The recent Vestry’s Retreat centered on learning the principles and practices of
discernment. Building on our already collegial
history, we intend to conduct our business and
decision making following these principles and
practices more overtly.
As we, as a congregation, begin to follow
through with one of the major goals stated in
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the Parish Profile - that we grow spiritually –
we will work together to discern our individual
spiritual gifts. Our April Soup Supper,
Wednesday the 18th, will provide an overview
of the Spiritual Gifts coupled with the Discernment Process. Then, in subsequent weeks,
leading up to Pentecost, we’ll explore the Spiritual Gifts and discern together how the Holy
Spirit empowers us to live together as a faith
community ministering to each other and to
mission in our neighborhood.
I hope you take advantage of this inquiry
and process. I trust you will be led to your particular gifts. I know you will find your faith
deepened, empowered, and engaged - transformed, and sent out to do the work that God
has given us to do for the building up of the
body and transfiguration of the world.

APRIL – A MONTH OF
SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS
Sunday, April 8, Tartan Sunday.
In commemoration of the Scottish Declaration of Independence (April 6) and affirmation
of the debts we all owe to the Scots for our national, political, cultural, and religious life.
Wear your tartan to church.
Sunday, April 15, the Feast of Saint Drogo,
patron saint of Baristas and Coffee Houses.
Do you have an espresso maker? Bring it to
church on Sunday, April 15, and share the
delectable blessings flowing from those fonts of
joy. We, the devotees of the dark and sticky
beans, salute you! Coffee (properly ground)
and all additives will be provided; just bring
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your espresso maker and your expertise. Lift
your spirits as you lift your cups.
This begs the question, “Is there a patron for
Tea?”
Sunday, April 22, Earth Day.
The annual celebration of the good earth that
God has entrusted us to tend. We’ll sing special songs, pray special prayers, and dedicate
our congregation to this good and holy work
given us by our good and gracious Creator.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
The first organizing meeting for St. Alban’s
Capital Campaign was held on Monday, March
5th. The meeting was attended by Lee Forsberg,
Steve Forsythe, Phil McClelland, Jim Nichols,
Martha Philippoff, Wendre Vaughan,
Maryellen Young and Fr. Greg.
We reviewed elements of a capital campaign
from information from a variety of sources. We
also reviewed the list of projects that have been
identified for consideration including input
from the congregation at the Annual Meeting.
Some items will be referred to the Boy Scouts
for potential Eagle Scout projects. People volunteered to investigate the cost of the projects
identified.
A separate meeting to further discuss fund
raising will be scheduled. The next meeting
will be held Wednesday, April 4th at 7:00 pm in
the Annex. You are welcome to come join us.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Our Wednesday evening gatherings of
Evening Prayer, Soup Suppers and Reflections
was well attended and a great evening of fellowship! We give thanks to those who provided the nourishment for our souls –
Dan Mullene, Eric Hanson and Jim Gilman.
To those who provided nourishment for our

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAbansEdmonds@gmail.com

bodies, we give thanks to all those who provided soup, salad, bread and desserts.

Ay Caramba!
A Cinco de Mayo Taco Party!
What: A Family friendly Taco Party
When: Saturday, May 5 from 5:00pm-7:00pm
Where : St. Alban’s Parish Hall
Hey Amigos, grab your sombreros and make
plans to attend our Cinco de Mayo Taco Fiesta
on Saturday, May 5th from 5:00pm to 7:00pm in
St. Alban’s Parish Hall.
Cinco de Mayo is the annual holiday
celebrating the Mexican Army's unlikely victory over the French Empire at the Battle of
Puebla, on May 5, 1862.
The evening will feature tacos and fillings of
all kinds, including chicken, beef and pork, and
vegetarian options, and all the fixings. We will
also have lots of chips, beverages and a light
dessert.
We are offering all this fun for a donation of
$5 per individual, and you are also encouraged
to bring a bottle, can or container of your favorite salsa – store bought or homemade – to share
with others at your table.
So, get this on your calendar now, and we
will see you then!
Questions? Contact Vestry Member Dan Mullene, who is arranging this event.
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VESTRY SPRING RETREAT
On Friday, March 16th, the Vestry members
headed north to Birch Bay for their annual
retreat. Thanks to the generosity of Phil and
Robin McClelland, the group enjoyed spacious
and well-appointed accommodations, as well as
a tasty breakfast prepared by Chef Phil.
The goals for the retreat focused on getting
better acquainted with the three newly elected
members, increasing our understanding of
spiritual discernment and learning to use an
inclusive model of discernment in decision
making. Ms. Paula Franck was the consultant
and she did an excellent job of presenting and
facilitating.
The weekend schedule included time to
interact socially, gather for prayer and Eucharist, review the recent work of the Vestry and
focus on ways to be an even more effective
group. Even though our time learning and
working together was limited, we felt our
weekend was very beneficial
Pat Chandler
2018 Senior Warden

OUTREACH VOTING RESULTS
Here are the voting results for our next four
quarters of recipients for donations from our
third week Outreach baskets:
1.

YWCA Pathways for Women provides

shelter, transitional housing and permanent
housing for single mothers and children.
2. ChildStrive (formerly Little Red School
House) helps advance the quality of life
focusing primarily on children ages birth to
three years with, or at risk of, developmental delays and disabilities.
3. Everett Gospel Mission provides emergency shelter and comprehensive recovery
programs for 145 men, and 75 women and
children each night.
4. HopeWorks Social Enterprises is an affiliate of Housing Hope, with the goal of helping families gain skills and training for indemand jobs to enable them to start towards a living wage career.
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Although these organizations were the top
four vote getters, the votes were fairly evenly
distributed among all of the ten organizations
on the list. We will keep these other organizations on file for future consideration. Thank
you to everyone who took the time to cast a ballot. Your Outreach Donations Team: Carrie
Cone, Connie Forsberg, Maureen Forsythe,
Mary Fowler and Maryellen Young. We also
welcome Steve Forsythe as the Vestry Liaison
for Outreach.

1650 ADAPTATION OF 23RD PSALM
At the last Wednesday evening program for
this year’s Lent season, Eric Hanson spoke
about the 23rd Psalm and the Good Shepherd.
As part of his presentation, Eric shared a reading of this psalm written in 1650. He also gave
a brief sampling of the accompanying music. A
number of those attending knew the melody and
were soon singing along. The melody and
words are lovely, and it was suggested that perhaps we could include them in a future service.
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
My soul He doth restore again
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy, all my life,
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.

PARISHIONER’S GRATITUDE PRAYER
I am especially grateful for having found a
welcoming, loving spiritual home at St.
Alban’s.

FEBRUARY FINANCIALS
Income was more than $1,500 over
budget. One parishioner paid a full year’s
pledge, otherwise we would have been close
to budget. Expenses were higher than budget, because of our Diocesan Assessment
based on our high December income, but this
was anticipated. Gas is also higher during
the winter. Although there is a shortfall in
income minus expenses, things are looking
good.
Income (actual year to date)
Income (budget year-to-date)

Actual income minus budget $

l,380

Expenses (actual year-to-date)
Expenses (budget year-to-date)
Actual expenses minus budget

$30,462
$27,464
$ 2,998

Net income minus expenses

($2,078)

REMEMBER FOOD BANK ON APRIL 1

Yea, tho’ I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

nd

$28,384
$27,004
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ebration or a memorial. Several dates available
are May 20, June 3, 10 and 24. The flower
chart is posted on the wall next to the Sanctuary
door. Your donations of flowers add beauty to
our services.

TAIZE SERVICE – APRIL 22nd
Here is a great opportunity for you to invite
a friend or neighbor to St. Alban’s. -- our next
Taize Service on Sunday, April 22nd at
7:00pm. During this peaceful service, the
church is filled with beautiful candlelight,
music, lessons, prayers and silence, making it
an evening to remember.
St. Alban’s is blessed with the gifts and
leadership of John Lehrack, our Music Director,
for making this service possible. Those who
have attended in the past have requested that
Taize become a tradition. Refreshments will be
served following this service.

O God, who didst make this most holy night to
shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection:
Stir up in thy Church that Spirit of adoption
which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being
renewed both in body and mind, may worship
thee in sincerity and truth; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee in the unity of the same
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

WANT TO DONATE ALTAR FLOWERS?
There are several opportunities for you to
donate altar flowers in the next few months.
You might wish to remember a birthday, a celnd

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
April 1, Feast of the Resurrection
From Psalm 118: “On this day the Lord has
acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” What
a wonderful reminder that the Lord we have
committed to follow as stewards, disciples, and
apprentices is alive and well. Alleluia!
Alleluia!

April 8, Easter2
What a directive for stewards we have today.
“…grant that all who have been reborn into the
fellowship of Christ’s body may show forth in
their lives what they profess by their faith…”
How is our “profess-ing” going?

April 15, Easter 3
Psalm 4:6 says, “Many are saying, ‘Oh, that we
might see better times!’ Lift up the light of
your countenance upon us, O Lord.” There is
an old saying – “If God seems far away, guess
who’s moved?” As faithful stewards, we need
to learn to stay close to God, and to worship
and thank Him at all times for all things. Who
knows what “better times” that might bring – or
how we might become much more aware of the
“light of his countenance” in our lives?
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April 1 – Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Isaiah 25:6-9, Mark 15:1-8
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Reilly Mannery
Dan Mullene
April 8 – 2 Easter
Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31
8:00 Lector: Jim Gilman
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Carol Gordon
EM: Claudia Walker
Apr 15 – 3 Easter
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30: Lector: Cindy Goergen
EM: Reilly Mannery
April 22, 4 Easter (Earth Day)
Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Barbara Lagozzino
EM: Connie Forsberg
April 29, 5 Easter
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:24-30
1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8
8:00 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Maureen Forsythe
EM: Mary Fowler
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