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AROUND THE PARISH 
November 30, 2017 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

 

COMING EVENTS 

12/3  8:00 & 10:30am, Advent 1 

12/4 7:00pm, Celtic Christmas Concert 

 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

12/5 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH 

12/9 10:00-12:00am, ECW Coffee 

12/11 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, Sunday School 

 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

12/11 7:00pm, Vestry, PH 

 

PLANNING AHEAD 

12/16 9:30am, Altar Guild, Sanctuary/PH 

12/24 8:00/10:30am, Advent 4 Service 

 5:00pm, Lessons & Carols,  

                 Eucharist 

12/25 10:30am, Christmas Day Eucharist 

 

\  

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBAN’S 

Sunday, December 3, 8:00/10:30am -- First   

 Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 24, 8:00/10:30am --

 Advent 4 Services 

Sunday, December 24, 5:00pm – Christmas 

       Eve, Lessons & Carols and Eucharist  

Monday, December 25, 10:30am – 

     Christmas Day Eucharist   

 

 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 

said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life.”        John 8:12 

CELTIC CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

DATE: Monday, December 4, 2017 
TIME:  7:00pm 

ADMISSION: Cash or food donation to support 

Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net Program 

       
     You don’t want to miss this third year of our 

very successful Celtic Christmas Concert. Bring 

your family and friends to hear the amazing and 

beautiful music celebrating the season of 

Christmas with Jeff Johnson (keyboard/vocals), 

Brian Dunning (flutes/whistles), Wendy Good-

win (violin) and Eric Miller (guitar).   
     The evening is sponsored by St. Alban’s  

Endowment Fund to benefit Chase Lake Com-

munity School’s Safety Net Program, organized 

to meet the basic needs (such as food, clothing 

and extra help with homework) of our Chase 

Lake neighbors who live below the poverty 

line. 

     Refreshments will be served in the Parish 

Hall following the concert.  

 

 

Remember, it’s not too late to turn in your 
pledge.  If you don’t have a pledge card, 
you can write a note and mail to the 
church at the address noted below on the 
footer.  Or pledge cards are available in 
the church pews. 

 
 

ECW HOLIDAY COFFEE 

     St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Women are 

hosting a pre-holiday coffee on Saturday,  

December 9, starting at 10:00am in the Parish 

Hall.  

     You are asked to bring a favorite decoration 

or ornament and share its history or the reason 

it is special to you.  Also, bring a $5 gift for a 

gift exchange.  Join us for this fellowship event.  

Coffee, tea and goodies will be served. 
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ADVENT – WHAT IS IT? 
   Fr. Greg Peters 

     This Sunday we begin the New Liturgical 

Year with the season of Advent.  Frankly, I 

don’t know why, with the beginning of Advent, 

we celebrate the New Year a month before the 

end of the secular calendar.  Maybe we Chris-

tians are simply driven to be first in all things 

and cannot abide being upstaged by the secular 

culture or maybe this is a subtle way of declar-

ing that the things of God take precedence over 

other things - even the calendar.  Like I said, I 

don’t really know.  Here are a few things about 

Advent, though. 

     The observation of the season of Advent has 

a long history.  The word Advent comes from 

the Latin word for “Coming” or “Arrival,” and, 

since the 5
th

 Century, Christians have set some 

time apart in preparation for the coming and 

arrival of the Messiah at the Feast of the Incar-

nation – Christmas Day.  These observations 

began in Antioch (in what is now Turkey) and, 

within a century, were adopted by the churches 

in Gaul (France) and Italy.  The practices      

included several weeks of abstinence, prayer 

and works of charity.  

      Originally lasting only two weeks, the sea-

son of Advent quickly grew to six weeks which 

began on November 11, the Feast of St. Martin; 

and this is still the practice in the Orthodox 

churches.  In fact, you may have noticed that 

for the last three weeks the lectionary has  

focused on one of the Advent themes of the  

return of the Messiah; perhaps an echo of those 

early centuries.  Part of the reforms instituted 

by Pope Gregory the Great in the 6
th

 Century 

was establishing the four weeks of Advent, 

which, of course, we still observe today. 

     From its beginnings, Advent has been a time  

to prepare for both the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus and the Second Coming of Christ at the 

end of time.  Some eras and traditions have 

been more focused on the penitential aspects of 

preparation for the Second Coming.  These   

often treat Advent as a mini-Lent, with acts of 

self-denial, abstinence, fasting, repentance, and 

contrition.  

     Other times and traditions have been more 

focused on the joyful anticipation associated 

with the birth a baby.  The liturgical colors for 

Advent also reflect this double nature – purple 

as is used in Lent or Sarum blue which is asso-

ciated with Mary and therefore Jesus’ birth.  

The prayers and readings we will hear in the 

next four weeks also reflect both aspects of  

Advent; the first two weeks are more peniten-

tial, focusing on the Second Coming, the  

second two weeks anticipatory with stories 

about Elizabeth’s and Mary’s miraculous preg-

nancies.  

     There are many diverse ways that we all 

prepare for Christmas, individually, collective-

ly, and societally.  Our worship services are 

solemn yet anticipatory.  Advent Wreaths help 

tell the story of the season through their focus 

on the themes of hope, peace, love, and joy; the 

patriarchs and matriarchs, the prophets, John 

the Baptist, and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  All 

the rituals in our homes from decorating to bak-

ing to making or buying presents are preparato-

ry; similar to the “nesting” that goes on when 

the birth of a child is imminent.   

     Gift giving itself is both an act of generosity 

and humility; it embodies God’s own self-

giving to the world through the Incarnation and 

God’s vulnerability (no one is required to     

accept the gift offered; in some ways we risk 

rejection when we give presents, so does God).  

Finally, this is the time of year when many 

people make charitable donations, which is, at 

its heart, an act of self-denial. 

     However you prepare and whatever empha-

sis you find yourself gravitating to this Advent,  
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may you be blessed, may you know the joy that 

comes from being loved, may you share in pre-

paring the world for the coming of the savior, 

and may be surprised and delighted at the mag-

nitude of the Gift.   

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

     St. Alban’s held its first Thanksgiving Eve 

service in many years on November 22.  This 

gathering was envisioned as a time of quiet  

fellowship before the excitement of Thanksgiv-

ing, as well as a service of praise and thanks to 

God for his many gifts to his children. 

     The aroma of mulled cider and mulled wine 

greeted each attendee at the door, and we were 

soon enjoying wonderful, hot snacks, veggies 

and dip, fruit, and delicious desserts.  Several 

parishioners brought contributions and helped 

set-up and clean-up, but Fr. Greg was the Chef 

of the evening, popping appetizers in and out of 

the oven. 

     The Eucharist was held at the foot of the  

altar steps with 22 worshippers seated in a 

semi-circle around Fr. Greg and the temporary 

altar.  Communion was passed around the  

circle, one parishioner to another.  It was indeed 

a time of fellowship and sharing, and was a 

memorable evening!  Upon leaving after the 

service, many parishioners remarked, “We need 

to do this again.” 

 

 

VESTRY MEETING SUMMARY 

     Vestry members met on Tuesday, November 

14, to review and monitor the business and   

financial responsibilities of the church.   

     Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Maryellen 

Young reported our October income was slight-

ly over budget, with expenses slightly under 

budget.  Vestry approved requesting interest 

from the Rectory Diocesan Investment Fund to 

help fund a portion of Fr. Greg’s salary. 

     Endowment Funds Presentation:  Dan 

Mullene, Chair of the Endowment Fund,  

presented an overview of St. Alban’s Endow-

ment Funds, their make-up and procedures for       

expenditures.   

     College of Congregational Development:  

Greg updated Vestry on progress for establish-

ing a St. Alban’s team to take part in this devel-

opment program sponsored by the Diocese. 

     Mutual Ministry Agreement:  Greg report-

ed the Diocese has accepted our proposed 

agreement. 

     Spiritual Gifts:  Vestry members completed 

individual surveys on spiritual gifts, and  

critiqued the survey itself.  A second survey is  

being considered, one that could be presented to 

the congregation at a later date. 

     2018 Vestry/Convention Delegate     

Members:  Vestry discussed the need for three 

new Vestry members and one female and one 

male delegate for the 2018 Diocese Convention.  

A nomination committee was formed to moni-

tor nominations and provide a slate for election 

at the January 2018 Annual Meeting. 

     2017 Stewardship Campaign:  Maryellen 

presented a status report on the stewardship 

campaign.  The campaign results are not  

complete as of this date, but 2/3rds of the 

pledges have been received, and the results are 

looking positive with many pledges reflecting 

an increase. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 

     Flowers to beautify the church for Christmas 

services can be donated as memorials, thanks-

givings or to celebrate an event.   Envelopes for 

Christmas flower donations are in the pews. 

Please note on your check “Christmas  

Flowers.” If contributing in cash, please mark 

an envelope “Christmas Flowers.” 

     For inclusion in the Christmas bulletins, 

please submit your contributions by Monday, 

December 18.   
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ALTAR GUILD FLOWERS 

     The sign-up chart for 2018 altar flowers is 

up and ready for signatures.  The procedure  

remains the same.  You will receive a letter  

acknowledging your donation and requesting 

dedication information  The price for Sunday 

altar flowers remains $40.  (Two people may 

share a Sunday if they wish.) 

     In the past, Altar Guild has provided flowers 

on those rare Sundays when no one has donated 

them.  As with most things though, the price of 

flowers has increased over the years, but 

increases in St. Monica’s Altar Guild budget 

have not risen at the same pace.  This means, 

unfortunately, that Altar Guild can no longer 

provide flowers unless there are donors. 

     Altar Guild considered increasing the price 

of Sunday flowers to fill the gap, but in the end, 

we decided not to do that.  Starting January 

2018, we are asking anyone who enjoys having 

flowers at the altar to make donations to help us 

continue to provide the same quality and quan-

tity of flowers as we have in the past.  If you 

choose to make a donation at any time, please 

write “St. Monica’s Flowers” on the memo line 

of your check, or put cash in an envelope 

marked “St. Monica’s Flowers.” 

 

 
 

 

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS 
     There is still time to contribute to the Fred 

Meyer Gift Card fund for the benefit of Chase 

Lake.  Once again we are collecting donations 

to support families at Chase Lake with Fred 

Meyer Gift cards.   

     This program has been led by Jim Nichols 

for many years, and we would like to continue 

it again this year.  If donating by check, please 

note “Chase Lake” on the memo line.  If you 

prefer to donate cash, please put in an envelope 

labelled “Chase Lake”   

     Please donate by Sunday, December 3, if 

possible.  Chase Lake will be creating Christ-

mas packages starting the week of December 4.  

Any donations received after December 3 will 

still be used to fulfill last-minute requests and 

other emergency situations. 

 

VESTRY & CONVENTION DELEGATES  

     At our annual meeting in January 2018, we 

will be electing three new Vestry members and 

one male and one female convention delegate.   

     At its November 14 meeting, Vestry formed 

a nomination committee consisting of the three 

members who will be finishing their terms in 

January, plus one additional Vestry member.  

Committee members are Roger Andersen, Judy 

Kistner, Jeannie Wells and Jim Gilman. 

     Vestry members are elected for a term of 

three years each.  Meetings are held once a 

month on weekday evenings, currently Tues-

days, with a Vestry retreat held offsite on a 

weekend in March.    

     Delegates to the convention (one female and 

one male) are elected for two-year terms each.  

On alternating years, alternate delegates are 

elected.  Convention is held on a weekend in 

late October or early November at different  

locations. 

     If you are interested in more information 

about these positions, please talk to a member 

of the Nominating Committee by the end of the 

year. 

 

 

NO SOUP SUPPER IN DECEMBER 

     Our Wednesday night soup supper is not 

scheduled during December, but will resume 

again on January 17, the third Wednesday in 

January 

 

 

     

 GRATITUDE CARD QUOTE 

I thank God for my son’s life. 
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PUERTO RICO DONATIONS 

     Thank you once again for your generosity.  

We sent $676 to the Diocesan Relief Fund in 

Puerto Rico.  Abe Garcia’s son David, who  

celebrated at Abe’s Memorial Service in  

October, is a retired priest from Puerto Rico.  

We asked him for a recommendation about 

where we could send our donations to directly 

aid people impacted by Hurricane Maria. 

 

 
 

MINISTRY CELEBRATION -- 

         Prayer Ministry 

Prayers of the People:  Prayers of the People, 

used during Sunday worship, are maintained by 

Sheilah Reidburn.  Prayers for congregation 

members, family and friends are kept on a list 

for 30 days.  If you wish to have prayers  

continue longer, please contact Sheilah again.  

Prayers requests should be submitted by  

Tuesday morning at 10:00am. 

 

Prayer Chain:  Approximately a dozen people 

pray regularly for members of the congregation 

or other friends and relatives as requested.  

Prayers are kept on the list for 30 days; prayers 

may be continued for a longer period of time 

upon request.  If you would like to be one of the 

people praying for others, please contact  

Sheilah Reidburn or the church office. 

 

Prayer Shawl   Prayers shawls are available for 

those in need of comfort during challenging 

times.  Our faithful knitters are Shirley Clark, 

Sheilah Reidburn and Carol Sodetani.  Shawls 

are available by contacting either Sheilah 

Reidburn or Shirley Clark and are blessed prior 

to being donated.  If you would like to help knit 

prayers shawls, please contact Sheilah or leave 

a message in the church office. 

 

 
 

 

     

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

December 3, Advent 1 

     “Yet, O Lord, you are our father; we are the 

clay and you are the potter.”  God wants to 

shape us to be the kind of vessels that reflect his 

unlimited giving and grace.  He offers Himself 

as the model par excellence.  He has given so 

much to each of us.  Do we do our best to  

reflect his generosity by our own giving? 

      

December 10,  Advent 2 

     Isaiah’s reading ends, “he will feed his flock 

like a shepherd…carry the lambs…and gently 

lead the mother sheep.”  If we believe that he 

indeed carries and leads us, is it not our joyful 

duty to follow His example by doing the same 

for others – both here in the parish and beyond 

our walls?  Being a faithful steward is part of 

what helps us follow his example.  

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

December 3 – Advent 1 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 

8:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM:  Jim Gilman 

10:30 Lector:  Judy Kistner 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 
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December 10 – Advent 2 

Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8  

8:00 Lector:  Howard Hayden 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30 Lector:  Shirley Clark 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

December 17 – Advent 3 

Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11; Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28 

8:00 Lector:  Shannon Duggan 

 EM:  Howard Hayden 

10:30 Lector:  Eric Hanson 

 EM:  Susan Hanson 

 

December 24 – Advent 4 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

8:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM:  Jim Gilman 

10:30 Lector:  Howard Hayden 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service 

Lessons & Carols and Eucharist 

5:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM:  Karen Ford  

 

December 25 – Christmas Day 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

10:30 Lector:  Susie Nichols 

 EM: Howard Hayden 

 

 

 

 

 
Father Greg will be in the office on 
Monday and Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 2:00pm.  Please note that the times 
may vary according to other meetings 
outside the church.  Greg’s email is 
gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com. 
 


