AROUND THE PARISH
December 15, 2017
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

COMING EVENTS
12/16 9:30am, Altar Guild, Sanctuary/PH
12/18 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
12/24 8:00/10:30am, Advent 4 Service
5:00pm, Lessons & Carols,
Eucharist
12/25 10:30am, Christmas Day Eucharist
PLANNING AHEAD
1/17
1/21
1/28

6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
7:00pm, Taize Service, Sanctuary
Annual Meeting
(9:30am service; brunch, meeting)

To be a star, you must shine your own light,
follow your own path and not be afraid of the
darkness, for that is when stars shine brightest.
REMEMBER TO THINK OF THE FOOD
BANK EACH TIME YOU ARE AT THE
GROCERY STORE. OUR DONATIONS ARE
ALWAYS NEEDED AND GREATLY
APPRECIATED.
NO SOUP SUPPER IN DECEMBER
Our Wednesday night soup supper is not
scheduled during December, but will resume
again on January 17, the third Wednesday in
January.
GRATITUDE CARD QUOTE
I am grateful for the Eucharist being
brought to me while I’ve been laid up.
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WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE GHOST
Greg Peters

I’m probably not alone in saying that my
favorite is the Ghost of Christmas Present. I
mean the Ghost of Christmas Past is certainly
sweet and gentle with that cranky, old sinner,
Ebenezer, and does soften his heart some, and
the silent, brooding, and insistent Ghost of
Christmas Yet to Come definitely puts the fear
of God or, at least, an unmourned death into
him, but the jolly, generous, and gregarious
Ghost of Christmas Present revives his
humanity – he’s my favorite.
From the first, before we even see him, we
know something good is going to happen.
There’s music and laughter, the aroma of all
those good foods upon which he sits enthroned,
and then, “Come in and know me better, man!”
What a welcome, what an invitation! With all
his excess and exuberance, he might be easily
mistaken for some combination of Father
Christmas and Cornucopia but soon enough,
throughout the wild ride he takes Scrooge on,
he reveals that in his heart he is really Isaiah,
the Prophet of Righteousness and Return.
It is a wild ride, indeed. The Ghost doesn’t
have much time, and he knows it. At midnight,
his life will end, and he has much to make right.
He takes Scrooge to every imaginable habitation, from hovel to apartment to home, and
everywhere he spreads mirth, contentment, and
joy. There’s a snowball fight and sledding with
children on the street, the uproarious laughter
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and dancing at nephew Fred’s house, the
extravagant meal at the Cratchit’s. There are
toasts to the “Founder of the Feast,” even
though he makes himself and those around him
miserable. Fred, Scrooge learns, doesn’t want
his money; he wants his Uncle. Bob Cratchit,
he learns, is as good a husband, as caring a
father and as kind a man as he could ever hope
to know.
The Ghost lets Scrooge get swooped up in
all this joy and goodwill, and then, in the last
scene, as the Ghost grows visibly older, his
time is almost up, he reveals his true self as the
protector and patron of children. There at his
feet within the warmth of his robe, are two
children “wretched, abject, frightful, hideous,
miserable.” Scrooge is appalled. He can barely
speak. He can only ask, “Spirit! are they
yours?” “They are Man’s.” The boy is Ignorance; the girl Want. Scrooge, in his newfound
compassion, asks “Have they no refuge or
resource?” Our good Ghost uses Scrooge’s
own words to rebuke him, “Are there no
prisons? Are there no workhouses?” Are they
not responsible for their own lives, their own
futures?
Dickens masterfully connects our concern
for the individual child that we know, Tiny
Tim, with all children, near and far, more than
we could ever know, who are, though we might
deny it, also ours.
Our times are not so different from Dickens’
nineteenth century England. Our prisons, many
privately own and for profit, are filled disproportionately with African-American and
Hispanic men; our societies seem more divided,
polarized, and isolated than ever; mountains of
food are thrown out while people go hungry. I
could go on, you could go on. We know these
things in our bones – in our souls.
If compassion for all children can be awoken
by knowing one child, the transformation and
redemption of one man can transform and
redeem whole societies. Let it be so this
Christmas. Let it be so in us. Let there be
Peace on Earth.
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2018 PLEDGE REPORT
Thank you for everyone who made pledges
for 2018. As of 12-7-17 we have received 53
pledges for next year reflecting a 6% increase
in the total amount pledged. And we are excited to report that 56% of the people who pledged
last year were able to make an increase in their
pledge for next year. We welcome the 5 new
pledgers too. The results of this year’s stewardship program will now be incorporated into our
proposed budget for 2018. Thank you for your
support of our church family…..your Stewardship Committee: Judy Kistner, Jeannie Wells,
Maryellen Young.

CELTIC CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Maryellen Young

Thank you to everyone who helped with
Monday’s Celtic Christmas Concert. As you
can tell from the list below, this concert was
possible thanks to the help of many hands. We
are able to donate $2,300 to the Safety Net
Program at Chase Lake Elementary plus 343
food items. We had 197 attend the concert,
the best ever. In addition, with the advertising
and articles in the Beacon, Herald and
www.myedmondsnews.com, we were able to
publicize the Safety Net Program and St. Alban’s.
We donated $100 to the Explorer Scouts in
thanks for their assistance with parking. Thanks
to everyone for making this event possible and
the St. Alban’s Endowment Fund for underwriting this event. Thanks also to everyone who
attended, and invited guests.
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Editorial Note: This event was also a
success due to the foresight, organization and
follow through of Maryellen Young. She
managed the many details and put much effort
and energy into the concert, making it a memorable event for the audience and the performers.
*Lee Forsberg, Jim Gilman, Keith Labelle ushers and greeters
*Heather Small - greeting
*Mary Fowler, Kay Hardie - taking money
*Cindy Goergen, Wendra Vaughn - food
donations
*Jan Melloy - publicity articles Beacon
and Herald
*Judy Kistner – publicity ATP
*Roger Anderson - publicity website,
Constant Contact
*Kay Hardie, Reilly Mannery, Jeannie
Wells, Judy Kistner, Cindy Goergenreception and cleanup
*Connie Forsberg - decorations
*Janis McLean - Cranberry bread
*Calvary Chapel - parking (Jennifer)
*Jeff Jones & Explorer Scouts – parking

GREENING OF THE CHURCH
On December 24, we will be Greening the
Church after the 10:30 service in order to prepare the sanctuary – and our hearts – for
Christmas. In place of our usual Coffee Hour,
there will be a work party – both work and a
party. Mulled Wine and Cider, Mexican Hot
Chocolate, and festive foods will be served;
then, when the Altar Guild is ready for the rest
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of us, we’ll do our part to transform the sanctuary from Advent to Christmas.
VESTRY MEETING SUMMARY
Vestry members met on Tuesday, December
12, to review and monitor the business and
financial responsibilities of the church.
Treasurer’s Report – Maryellen Young
reports November’s operating income was
slightly below budget. Year-to-date income is
ahead of budget. Expenses for November were
slightly over budget; however, year-to-date is
below budget. Income to expenses for the year
is close to on-track. Further details on the finances are published elsewhere in ATP.
College of Congregational Development
(CCD) – Fr. Greg has discussed membership
on St. Alban’s CCD team with several members
of the congregation. There are currently four
possible candidates and more can be added.
CCD is scheduled to begin meetings in February 2018. Greg anticipates having a firm team
in place by Vestry’s January 2018 meeting.
Facility Use – More use of our facilities as a
means of outreach into the community has been
discussed for a couple of months. Vestry has
brainstormed several specific possibilities, and
some members are investigating further into
possible uses and will report back at our next
meeting.
Vestry and Convention Delegates – New
Vestry and convention delegates will be elected
at the Annual Meeting on January 28, 2018.
Three Vestry members will serve three-year
terms and delegates (one male and one female)
will serve for two years. If you are interested in
becoming a member of either group, please
contact a member of the Nomination Committee (Jim Gilman, Judy Kistner, Jeannie Wells
and Maryellen Young) by the end of the year.
Spiritual Gifts Discernment – Vestry
members used a second spiritual gifts survey
and discussed what they liked or disliked about
each of the two surveys used. A committee was
formed to investigate further how to present
Spiritual Gifts Discernment to the congregation.
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Annual Meeting – One of the features of our
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 28, 2018,
is to celebrate and recognize our many ministries, its leaders and helpers. Reports are being
requested from leaders for inclusion in the
packet of information published for the meeting. Brief written reports need to be sent to
Jeannie Wells, Parish Administrator, by January
18, 2018. There will be one service at 9:30am
with a brunch to follow.
Liaison Report, Safety Committee – Jim
Gilman, Chairman, and his committee are
reviewing safety and security concerns, and
have consulted with both the police and fire
departments. Following recommendations,
Jim’s group is costing: (1) a key box by the
front door, (2) outside security cameras, (3)
placing non-skid material on the Annex's ramp.
This will be an ongoing project with other
measures taken in the future.
2018 Budget – Maryellen Young distributed
copies of the proposed 2018 budget for Vestry
to review. The budget will be voted on at the
January Vestry Meeting and presented to the
parish at the January Annual Meeting.
Outreach – The recent Celtic Christmas Concert was a complete success with 197 in attendance, 343 food items and cash donations of
$2,300. The program is underwritten by St.
Alban’s Endowment Fund, so all proceeds go to
Chase Lake Community School for its Safety
Net Program.

ANNUAL MEETING
Looking ahead to our Annual Meeting on
Sunday, January 28, 2018, it’s not too early to
start preparing. We’ll elect three new members
to the Vestry and two Delegates to Diocesan
Convention. The Nominating Committee (Judy
Kistner, Roger Anderson, Jeannie Wells, and Jim
Gilman) have begun taking names of those who
feel called to serve for these positions Please
contact them for more information. We’ll also
celebrate our achievements from this last year, so
if you serve on one of the many ministries of this
congregation, and are tasked with writing a
nd

report, please submit those to the Office by January 18. It’s been a busy and fruitful year, let’s
celebrate!
BISHOP RICKEL’S VISITATION
On February 18, 2018, Bishop Rickel will be
with us for his regular visitation. It is usual at
these visitations to present people for baptism,
confirmation, reception, and renewal of baptismal vows. If you would like to be baptized,
confirmed, received from another denomination
into the Episcopal Church, or formally renew
your baptismal vows, please contact Greg
Peters. A class – or if necessary classes – will
be offered, beginning in January, to prepare for
these rites in time for Bishop Rickel’s visit.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
Flowers to beautify the church for Christmas
services can be donated as memorials, thanksgivings or to celebrate an event. Envelopes for
Christmas flower donations are in the pews.
Please note on your check “Christmas
Flowers.” If contributing in cash, please mark
an envelope “Christmas Flowers.”
For inclusion in the Christmas bulletins,
please submit your contributions by Monday,
December 18.
2018 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES
Envelopes for 2018 are available in the
Parish Hall. If you requested envelopes on your
pledge card, there is a set with your name on
them. If you have not requested envelopes, but
would like a set, there are blank envelopes
available. Please take a set and sign your name
and envelope number on the signup sheet.

21405 82 Pl W, Edmonds WA 98026 425-778-0371 StAbansEdmonds@gmail.com

4TH QUARTER OUTREACH DONATIONS
Just a reminder that Sunday, December 17th,
is the last Sunday for donations to our 4th quarter outreach recipient, Hand in Hand’s. So far
we have donated $344 to be given to this organization.
Hand in Hand's mission is to provide
critical care and support for children who have
been removed from their homes due to abuse,
neglect, drug raids, abandonment and other
dangerous circumstances and entering foster
care. They support foster families and offer
prevention and family stabilization resources
for our community.
2018 OUTREACH DONATIONS
PROCESS
Soon it will be time to start identifying
charities to receive our quarterly outreach donations for 2018. If you are interested in participating in this process, please contact a member
of the Outreach Donation Ministry: Carrie
Cone, Connie Forsberg, Mary Fowler or
Maryellen Young.
NOVEMBER FINANCIALS
St. Alban’s income for November was about
$1,000 under budget. Year to date total income
is about $4,000 above budget. Expenses for
November were $728 over budget for the
month. Expenses will increase as we pay benefits for Fr. Greg retroactive to July, healthcare
effective October 1st. Net income minus expenses is also positive because we had 3
months of savings with Greg starting in July
instead of April.
Income (actual year-to-date)
Income Budget (year-to-date)
Actual income minus budget
Expenses (actual year-to-date)
nd

$141,589
$137,817
$ 3,772
$122,139

MINISTRY CELEBRATION -`COMMUNICATIONS
Around the Parish: Communications with our
parish family is provided by twice monthly
issues of Around the Parish (ATP). Electronic
versions are sent to those who have email; a
paper version of this communication is mailed
to those who either don’t have email or prefer a
paper copy. ATP is provided by Judy Kistner
and Susie Nichols, and you are encouraged to
submit articles by emailing a copy to the church
office at stalbansedmonds@gmail.com. A
courtesy copy to Judy Kistner at
jak52338@msn.com is also helpful.
Constant Contact: Roger Andersen uses the
bulk email handler Constant Contact to keep the
parish informed of upcoming events. If you
would like a reminder message sent for an
upcoming event, please contact Roger at
froginapan@gmail.com.
WEBSITE: St. Alban’s Website
http://stalbansedmonds.org/ is maintained by
Roger Andersen who provides a detailed source
of information of concern to the parish community. If you have any information you would
like posted on the Website, please contact
Roger at froginapan@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: Karen Ford oversees a facebook page “St.Albans.edmonds.”

O God you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to
preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring
the nations into your fold; pour out your spirit
upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
December 17 – Advent 3
Because of Sunday’s Collect, some call Advent
3 “stir-up” Sunday. As stewards, how do we
seek to be stirred-up so we may faithfully
respond to God’s will for us in this journey of
life we travel? What are the tools we use so we
might be fashioned into the bread and nourishment God wants not only for us, but for us to
share with others?
December 24 – Advent 4
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” If we
truly believe these words, as Mary witnessed
she did (through the best and the worst), how
are our love of God and response to His commission to us reflected in our daily lives and
interactions with others – not just at this “official” season of giving, but all year through?
December 25 – Christmas Day
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth to those whom he favors.” And we are
among the favored ones. He has showered us
with blessings too many to count – and now at
Christmas time, we remember the glorious gift
of his Son. In how many ways can we offer
thanks and gratitude for this awesome gift?
December 31 – First Sunday after Christmas
“…you have poured upon us the new light of
your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives…”What kind of light shines through you
to reflect your love of God, and your desire to
spread that light in the service of others?
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 17 – Advent 3
Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11; Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Eric Hanson
EM: Susan Hanson
December 24 – Advent 4
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Reilly Mannery
December 24 – Christmas Eve Service
Lessons & Carols and Eucharist
5:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Karen Ford
December 25 – Christmas Day
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Howard Hayden
December 31 – Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 147
Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7, John 1:1-18
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Connie Forsberg
January 7 – Epiphany 1
Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Judy Kistner
EM: Dan Mullene
January 14 – Epiphany 2
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20),
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51
8:00 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30: Lector: Mary Fowler
EM: Reilly Mannery
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Father Greg will be in the office on
Monday and Wednesday from 10:00am
to 2:00pm. Please note that the times
may vary according to other meetings
outside the church. Greg’s email is
gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com.
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