AROUND THE PARISH
October 31, 2017
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

11/5
11/6
11/7
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/14
11/15

COMING EVENTS
8:00/10:30am Ingathering Sunday
9:15am, Bible Study, Annex
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Parish Hall
10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
5:00-9:00pm, Private Event, PH
7:00pm, Taize Prayer Service
6:30pm, Girl Scouts, Sunday Sch.
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Parish Hall
10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
7:00pm, Vestry, Parish Hall
6:30pm, Soup Supper, Parish Hall

PLANNING AHEAD
11/22 Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7:00pm
12/4 Celtic Christmas Concert, 7:00pm
12/9 ECW Holiday Coffee, 10:00am, PH

Stewardship

A way of living

God has given gifts to each of you from
His great variety of spiritual gifts.
Manage them well so that God’s
generosity can flow through you.
1 Peter 4:10
SAVE THE DATE!
There will be a Thanksgiving Eve
service on Wednesday, November 22,
7:00pm. Before the craziness of the
next day, take a break to remember
all the things you are thankful for.

MARTIN LUTHER
“Out of love for the truth and from desire to
elucidate it, the Reverend Father Martin Luther,
Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and ordinary lecturer therein at Wittenberg, intends to
defend the following statements and to dispute
on them in that place. Therefore he asks that
those who cannot be present and dispute with
him orally shall do so in their absence by letter.
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.”
With these words the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther, Augustinian Monk, Priest, Biblical
Scholar, and Lecturer in Theology, prefaced the
95 Theses which he allegedly nailed on the
Wittenberg Castle Church door on October 31,
1517. What followed laid out a case against the
granting of Indulgences, by which the penitent
paid a fine or fee for the forgiveness of sins
(their own or those of loved ones) guaranteeing
the avoidance of hell. Luther’s argument, based
on scripture, was that Indulgences were ineffective and did not, and could not, insure the forgiveness of sin. Luther’s charge was that the
Pope was essentially lying, and that in doing so,
he put the immortal souls of those, who in good
faith, bought them in jeopardy. For Luther this
was not simply a theological issue; it was first
and foremost a critical pastoral matter.
Luther may have simply wanted to conduct a
debate, but what followed for him personally
was papal denunciations, trials, censure, eventually excommunication, being labeled a heretic, and sentencing to imprisonment. He
escaped imprisonment, and probably execution,
by the protection of his patron, the Elector of
Saxony. He spent the next several years writing
essays and tracts promoting the reform of the
Catholic Church and the abandonment of
medieval theology such as the primacy of the
Pope, the offering of Masses for the Dead,
pilgrimages, the celibacy of clergy, and paying
tribute to Rome. Beyond these reforms,

Luther’s legacy to us includes the translation of
Holy Scripture into vernacular languages (he
personally translated the Bible from Hebrew
and Greek into German), congregational
singing, and the emphasis on the Pauline
concepts of Justification, through Grace, by
Faith alone.
So our Lutheran cousins will have special
celebrations this week as they commemorate
the 500th Anniversary of the act which
catalyzed the Reformation. We Episcopalians,
too, are inheritors of this legacy. It took another couple of decades for the Reformation to
reach England, though the influence of earlier
reformers was felt long before Henry VIII and
Archbishop Cranmer set about reshaping the
English Church.
In some important respects, our church is
ever in a state of reform. To name several
examples, the ordination of women, people of
color, gay and lesbian people is a manifestation
of ongoing reform. Reformation can be understood as the church, a living organism, evolving
to meet the needs that arise to address new
situations, different and deeper understanding
of the value of all human life, and a changing
world. Thank you, Brother Martin, for having
the courage to faithfully address the challenges
of proclaiming the Gospel in your day so that
we might have the same courage in ours.

INGATHERING SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 5, we will be offering our pledges, along with our personal Gratitude cards, at both services to our loving and
gracious God.
Over the past four weeks, you have heard
sermons and short talks from parishioners about
stewardship as our way of thanking God for the
many blessings and gifts he has given each of
us. Our response to such gifts is to share them
with others – family, friends, strangers, as well
as our church and the community and world
around us. Your donations are what will allow
us to build a budget to continue on the path we
believe God has set before us. This would

enable us to come close to our goals -- more
time for our rector, needed maintenance
projects and increased outreach into our
community.
Pledge cards for 2018 have been mailed to
parishioners. Also included is a note card for
your expressions of love and gratitude. If you
are not able to return your cards on November
5, please return them the following Sunday or
by mail.

SUCCESSFUL STEW FEST
On October 18 we had a very successful
Stew Fest, attended by 18 members. Wonderful
stews were provided by Pat Chandler, John
Kistner, Susie Nichols and Maryellen Young.
Appetizers, salads, breads, desserts and festive
beverages of beer, wine, pop, plus coffee and
tea, were provided for the evening by Evie
Arneson, Shirley Clark, Carrie Cone, Jim
Gilman and Jeannie Wells. Other food and
beverage items were brought by some of those
who attended. We were blessed with our
speaker, Fr. Greg Peters, leading us in a fun
“mad lib” type activity followed by a good
discussion
TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE
Our second Taize Prayer Service will be
held on Sunday, November 12, at 7:00pm.
Experience this contemporary form of Christian
contemplation based on the songs and prayers
from the Taizé community in France. You
won’t want to miss this experience. This is a
perfect opportunity to invite others to join you.
Taize worship is an ecumenical type of
worship, meaning it reaches people worldwide.
It originated in the small village of Taize, which
lies in the southern part of Burgundy, France,
by a monk named Roger Louis SchutzMarsauche. Since its founding, the practice has
spread worldwide.

John Lehrack, St. Alban’s Music Director,
will be leading this service of chants, scripture,
repetition, silence and contemplation.
Refreshments will be served .

MUTUAL MINISTRY GOALS for 2017 - 18

Based on previous input from the congregation, Saint Alban’s Vestry approved the following three goals for our work together with
Fr. Greg and the congregation:
Goal One: To deepen our spiritual lives and
relationship with Christ. Recognizing that
there are many ways to grow spiritually, we
will offer a variety of opportunities to engage
both individuals and the congregation as a
whole in paths toward spiritual development.
Currently, the Vestry is studying the use of a
Spiritual Gifts Inventory as a first step towards
meeting this goal. After Vestry completes and
evaluates the Inventory, modifying it if necessary, a plan will be developed to offer it to
members of the congregation during the Epiphany Season.
Another opportunity that offers the potential
for spiritual development is the Taize Service
that will take place on November 12. The Rector, Vestry, Worship Ministry, Adult Faith
Formation Ministry, and the Communication
Ministry will be working to implement ongoing
activities directed toward spiritual development.
Goal Two: To expand our year-round stewardship program, which incorporates the
annual financial pledge campaign, a capital
campaign (for new roofs and other accompanying projects) and expanded use of parish facilities. This goal consists of three complimentary components: the regular Annual

Stewardship Program; a Capital Campaign to
reroof the buildings (this is a long-deferred
maintenance issue); and developing a long-term
Stewardship Program for Buildings and
Grounds Use. The Rector, Vestry, Stewardship
and Facilities Committees will lead the congregation into addressing these three areas.
Currently, the Annual Stewardship
Campaign is underway. On October 18, 2017,
“Stewfest,” which included a dinner and a
program on stewardship presented by Fr. Greg,
was the kickoff for our annual pledge drive.
Stewardship Sunday sermons presented by
Fr. Greg and several parishioners and the
Stewardship Moments given by parishioners
have continued the focus. Mailers to the parishioners were directed at an in-depth look at
stewardship and contained materials for pledging and acknowledging our gratitude for our
blessings. The official Pledge Campaign will
culminate on Ingathering Sunday on
November 5, 2017.
Goal Three: To participate in the College for
Congregational Development. This Diocesesponsored training program seeks to nurture
and develop congregational development practitioners from within existing parish lay and
clergy leadership.
Currently, a team is being formed at
St. Alban’s that will begin the training in
February 2018, with other teams from throughout the diocese. The parish will be hearing more
about the work of this team after they begin the
training.

MINISTRY CELEBRATION
CONVENTION DELEGATES
St. Alban’s was represented by Fr. Greg Peters
and Jim Gilman at the 2017 Diocesan Convention
held in Vancouver, WA, on October 27 and 18.
The Diocese of Olympia Convention meets annually to conduct the business of the diocese. It elects
to diocesan offices, ratifies a budget, sets assessment levels, admits congregations as missions or
parishes, votes on resolutions, elect a General Convention deputation, and hears the Bishop’s annual
address.

ECW HOLIDAY COFFEE
ECW will help us get set for the coming
weeks with a Holiday Coffee on Saturday,
December 9, at 10:00am in the Parish Hall.
Please bring a $5 gift for a gift exchange, along
with your favorite ornament or decoration to
show. Coffee and goodies will be provided.
CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS CARDS
Once again we will be collecting donations
to support families at Chase Lake with Fred
Meyer Gift cards. Jim Nichols has been
promoting this act of generosity for many years,
and we will continue again this year.
Please designate your donation as “Chase
Lake” on the memo line of your check. You
can also put cash in an envelope and label the
envelope “Chase Lake.” If you also add your
name, we will give you credit for your contribution. Please donate by Sunday, December 3rd,
if at all possible. Chase Lake School will be
working on creating Christmas packages starting the week of December 4th. Donations
received after December 3rd will still be used to
fulfill last minute requests and other emergency
situations.

SEARARERS DITTY BAGS
The Mission of Seafarers will be hosting the
annual Ditty Bag event on Saturday, November
18, at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3060 SW
California Ave., W.
Along with other churches, St. Alban’s will
be collecting items for the Ditty Bags –
regular-size tooth paste, tooth brushes, shampoo, conditioner, hats and gloves. Please place
your donations in the “Seafarer” box in the
Parish Hall. Donations can be brought to
church or dropped off prior to the November 18
work party date.
Boy Scout Troop 300 has joined in this
assembly project for many years.

STEWARDSHIP – A WAY OF LIVING
By Maryellen Young
“Stewardship – a Way of Living,”
this year’s theme, includes faith, believing,
giving and caring for all that God has given
us.
Throughout the past few years, we at St.
Alban’s have been responding with gratitude
and generosity in providing for our church
family while we’ve been on a journey to the
calling of Fr. Greg as our priest. And now we
are preparing for our next chapter in this
journey.
Each year we are asked to pray about
what God is calling us to do with His
resources. And the result of these prayers
leads to our decisions about what we are
called to give. By pledging, you allow your
Vestry to be able to plan for the upcoming
year.
Your Vestry has stepped out in faith by
hiring Fr. Greg for 27 hours a week or 2/3rds
time. Based on last year’s pledges, we only
had enough funds for 9 months of a priest
with those hours. There was a $10,000 gap in
a full year of a part time priest. 12 hours of
his funding is provided for by the funds
invested with the sale of the Rectory. The
remaining 15 hours of his funding is up to us.
Now all of these funds do not need to be
made up this year. The Vestry has set aside
money in a budget reserve fund to give us
time to grow our base.
However, as we think about our pledge for
the upcoming year, I ask you to think about a
one dollar increase. That $1 might be $1 a
week. Maybe it’s $1 a month. Or maybe it’s
$1 a year. But by making a $1 increase, we
can demonstrate that we are making whatever change we can to support the future

ahead of us. If you’ve never pledged before,
you too can make a $1 change—week, month
or year. Even if you don’t want to pledge all
of your donations, you can pledge $1. Let’s
see if we can have as many increases as
possible in our pledges, even if just a small
amount, to demonstrate our commitment to
the road ahead.
We accept that not everyone will be able
to make an increase. But pray about what
God is calling you to give this year, and if you
can increase by at least $1—a week, a month,
a year or even more, let’s make a sign of
encouragement and support that we are
stepping out in faith for our future where
God is leading us with Fr. Greg at our side.
And a pledge is an intention of giving. If your
circumstances change during the year, you
can make changes to your pledge.
As a community we need to listen to
where God is calling us to go and who He is
calling us to be. I think we have exciting
opportunities ahead of us and God has
blessed us by bringing Fr. Greg into our
midst.
May we remember our hopes and dreams
for St. Alban’s, supporting it in every way
possible with our time, effort and our finances. Finances alone won’t make us a healthy
congregation. We also need people to share
their time and efforts as able as we work
together. These are not “gifts” to God, they
are our response in sharing the gifts we have
received from God. Stewardship is our way
of living.
4TH QUARTER OUTREACH RECIPIENT
Our 4th quarter outreach is Hand in Hand's
mission which provides critical care and support
for children who have been removed from their
homes due to abuse, neglect, drug raids, abandonment and other dangerous circumstances and
entering foster care. The organization supports
foster families and offers prevention and family
stabilization resources for our community

A VETERANS PILGRIMAGE
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13
On Saturday, November 11, from 10:00am
to noon, St. Marks’s Episcopal Cathedral will
be honoring those who have served our country.
You are invited to join in “A Veterans Pilgrimage, A Journey to Remembrance, Reflection
and Prayer,” an event for all people who have
enjoyed the benefits of freedom.
You are encouraged to bring a token/icon of
your service. A light lunch will be served. If
you plan to attend, please contact Deacon Brian
Wright at deacon@stjohnskirkland.org or
206-325-4200, Ext 3507.
(Mobility impairment accessible)

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
November 5, Proper 26
“…it is only by your gift that your faithful
people offer you true and laudable service…”
If we want to live as faithful servants, we first
need to gratefully accept God’s gifts – freely
given. We need not, in fact cannot, “go it
alone” and hope to live a life that reflects the
grace and glory of our Creator.

November 5, All Saints Day
A favorite hymn, often used at All Saints Day
celebrations is #287, “For all the Saints…”
Who are the saints now on the “Godward” side
of your life who encourage you to give thanks,
not only for their lives by your examples of
loving discipleship, but also by your willingness to be ever grateful for all they know (and
you know) God has given you? This is our particular day to remember all the blessed saints –
especially those who have gone before us here,
having served God faithfully in this parish.
They were good and diligent stewards – quietly
and continually supporting His work in many
ways while living lives of integrity and courage. May it be yet another of God’s gifts for us
to join them at the banquet when our days here
are done. Let light perpetual shine upon them.
November 12, Proper 27
We are warned about being unprepared
when the Lord calls. How can we best assure
that we will be ready? Living a life undergirded by the Holy Habits of prayer, study, sacrificial giving, and intentional involvement in a
worshipping community, help us to be ever
responsive go God’s call – for whatever – and
whenever He asks.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
November 5, Proper 26
All Saints Day & Ingathering
Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Barb Lagozzino
EM: Connie Forsberg

November 12, Proper 27
Amos 5:18-24;
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
8:00 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Mary Fowler
November 19, Proper 28
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Reilly Mannery
November 22 – Thanksgiving Eve
7:00 Lector/EM: Dan Mullene
November 26, Proper 29
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Karen Ford
EM: Claudia Walker
For the Right Use of God’s Gifts
Almighty God, whose loving hand
has given us all that we possess: Grant
us grace that we may honor you with
our substance, and, remembering the
account which we must one day give,
may be faithful stewards of thy bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Father Greg he will be in the office on
Monday and Wednesday from 10:00am
to 2:00pm. Please note that the times
may vary according to other meetings
outside the church.

