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AROUND THE PARISH 
November 15, 2017 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,  
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

 

COMING EVENTS 

11/15 6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH 

11/18 2:00pm, Private Event, Sacristy/PH 

11/19 12:30pm, Budget Committee Mtg 

11/20 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, Parish Hall 

11/21 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH 

11/22 6:00pm, Thanksgiving Eve 

      Fellowship  

 7:00pm, Eucharist  
11/23 1:00-5:00pm, Private Event, PH 

11/27 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, Sunday School 

 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

11/28 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH 

11/29 7:00pm, Endowment Board Mtg, PH 

 

 

PLANNING AHEAD 

12/4 Celtic Christmas Concert, 7:00pm 

12/9 ECW Holiday Coffee, 10:00am, PH 

12/12 Vestry Meeting, PH 

12/16 9:30am, Altar Guild, Sanctuary/PH 

12/24 8:00/10:30am, Advent 4 Service 

 7:00pm, Lessons & Carols,  

                 Eucharist 

 

 
Stewardship – 
     A Way of Living Year Round 
 
God speaks in the silence of the heart.  Listen-
ing is the beginning of prayer. 
                                                  Mother Teresa 

 
 
 

COMING EVENTS: 

     Church Office will be closed on Thanksgiv-

ing, November 23, and on Friday, November 

24.  Announcements for the November 26 Sun-

day bulletin, should be submitted to the office 

by noon on Monday, November 20. 

FELLOWSHIP & SOUP SUPPER 

     Join us for a dinner of soup, salads, breads 

and desserts on Wednesday, November 15, at 

6:30pm in the Parish Hall.  Bring one of the 

dinner items to share as you are able. 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

     You are invited to attend St. Alban’s 

Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday,    

November 22, at 7:00pm.  There will be finger 

food and coffee/tea starting at 6:00pm in the 

Parish Hall.  Take a little time off from 

Thanksgiving dinner preparation to join us for a 

bit of relaxation and fellowship.  We have many 

blessings, and this will be a chance to offer our 

thanks to God. 

 

 

IT WAS A DARK AND STORMY NIGHT 

     It was a dark and stormy night, but inside the 

church was filled with beautiful candlelight for 

our 2
nd

 Taize Service on November 12th.  

Songs such as “When the Night Becomes 

Dark,” “Wait for the Lord” and “O God Hear 

My Prayer” were sung along with lessons, 

prayers and silence, making it an evening to 

remember.  Comments such as “beautiful,” and 

“wonderful” were heard following the service.    

     Many thanks go to John Lehrack for organ-

izing the evening and for sharing his gift of  

music.  We are truly blessed to have such a     

talented musician who shares his spirituality 

through his music.  John led the gathering with 

his great voice and piano accompaniment with 

Dan Mullene doing the readings.  Refreshments 
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were available following the service to provide 

fellowship. 

     We plan to continue to offer Taize services 

periodically.  You won’t want to miss the next 

one!! 

 

 
 

IT WAS COLD!!! 

     Well, it wasn’t exactly a dark and stormy 

night, but it was darn cold in the church when 

the furnaces went out.  So kudos to all who 

made the most of it; not only with joy but also 

enthusiasm!  I so appreciated people’s ability to 

think outside the box and quickly set up for the 

Sunday services in the hallway of the Education 

Wing, and everyone else’s flexibility in wor-

shipping in that alternative space. 

     Special thanks to Phil McClelland for work-

ing with the gas company to get the furnaces 

back in service, to Phil, Brad Goergen, and Lee 

Forsberg for moving the chairs, hymnals, and 

prayer books to the Education Wing – and back 

again! to the Altar Guild for schlepping every-

thing else necessary for the service over, and 

for John Lehrack dusting off that rarely-used 

piano and making it sing!  And then there was 

Evie Arneson who moved heaven and earth, or 

at least the entire contents of the kitchen, to 

make sure that we were all provisioned with 

coffee, tea and goodies! 

     Here are some other observations.  It seemed 

like people really enjoyed sitting in an oval, 

looking across the aisle and seeing their fellow 

parishioners face to face; there was a lot more 

conversation and laughter.  It was heartening to 

me to watch you administering the bread and 

wine to each other; perhaps a little awkward 

because of unfamiliarity, but more than that a 

sense of awe from the magnitude of this simple, 

basic, and central part of our worship.  Lastly, 

you should all know that there were only two or 

three other Sunday services since Easter that 

had more people in attendance!  Maybe we 

should do that more often! 

     Thank you all for your flexibility, commit-

ment, and joyfulness! 

     Greg 

 

 
ANNUAL DITTY BAG DAY 

     Saturday, November 18,  is Annual Ditty 

Bag Day at St. John the Baptist Episcopal 

Church beginning at 10:00am.  Please join our 

own Boy Scout Troop #300 for this annual 

event that brings Christmas joy to seafarers 

from all over the world and from many differ-

ent faiths.  The truth is it brings joy to all who 

participate, come and share in the Spirit. 

     St. John the Baptist is located at 3050 Cali-

fornia Ave SW, Seattle WA 98116 

Get directions 

     Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 

Mission to Seafarers Executive Director, Ken 

Hawkins, will be our preacher.  Let’s wel-

come Ken and hear about the things that are 

going on at the Mission to Seafarers, about the 

activities we are already involved in and about 

ones that we might be called to join in.  Ken is a 

dynamic and gifted preacher; you won’t want to 

miss him. 

 

CELTIC CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
     DATE: Monday, December 4, 2017 

     TIME:  7:00pm 

     ADMISSION: Cash or food donation to support 

         Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net 

         Program 

     Join us for our third annual Celtic Christmas 

Concert.  This concert will provide an evening 

of contemporary Celtic music celebrating the 

season of Christmas with Jeff Johnson (key-

boards & vocal), Brian Dunning (flutes & whis-

tles), Wendy Goodwin (violin) and Eric Miller 

(guitar).  Consider inviting friends and neigh-

bors to experience this very successful event, 

http://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=current+location&daddr=3050+California+Ave+SW%0D%0ASeattle+WA+98116
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with previous concerts having over 150 in    

attendance.  Refreshments will be served fol-

lowing the concert. 

     The evening is sponsored by St. Alban’s  

Endowment Fund for the benefit of Chase Lake 

Community School’s Safety Net Program 

aimed at meeting basic needs (such as food, 

clothing and extra help with homework) of 

Chase Lake families who live below the      

poverty line.   

 

PLEDGE REPORT 

    Thank you to everyone who has already 

submitted a pledge card.  Pledge cards are 

available in the pew racks, if you haven’t had a 

chance to turn in your pledge yet.  Or you can 

mail your pledge cards to the church, using the 

envelope that was included in the stewardship 

letter mailed to your home.  If you need us to 

mail you a pledge card, please call the church 

office on 425-778-0371.    

     As of November 12
th

, we have received 

pledges equivalent to 62% of the number of 

pledges we had in total for the 2017 pledge 

year.  Plus we have four new pledgers.  Of the 

pledges received so far, over half are increasing 

over the amount pledged last year.  Thank you 

for your support of our church family. 

     Your Stewardship Committee:  Judy 

     Kistner, Jeannie Wells, Maryellen Young 

 

Gratitude Card Quote: 

     “We are so grateful for our family, home 

and for God’s continuing love, comfort and 

faithfulness.” 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

     One of Parishioner Sheilah Reidburn’s min-

istries is monitoring requests for prayers from 

the congregation.  Prayers of the People are said 

at both Sunday services and are in response to 

your prayer requests for family, friends, other 

parishioners, etc.   

     To help Sheilah keep the list current, the 

policy is to keep names on the prayer list for 30  

days.  If you wish to have someone on longer, 

please advise Sheilah.  There are a few individ-

uals on the list with long-term illnesses, and 

those few are retained. 

     P.S.  Sheilah is also active in the knitting 

ministry, along with Shirley Clark and Carol 

Sodetani.  They presented Bishop Rickel with 

one of their prayer shawls at the Celebration in 

October. 

 

 
 

FORWARD DAY BY DAY 

     This publication is issued quarterly by For-

ward Movement, an agency of the Episcopal 

Church.  It contains daily bible readings and 

meaningful commentaries by various writers 

(priests and others).  The following was pub-

lished recently and is shared here as “food for 

thought.” 

     Copies of Forward Day by Day are available 

in the Parish Hall, compliments of ECW. 

 

Matthew 13:58.  And he did not do many deeds 

of power there, because of their unbelief. 

     ”Jesus bombed with the hometown crowd.  

They couldn’t get past his position as Joseph 

and Mary’s kid.  Maybe they just couldn’t bring 

themselves to ask for help.  Asking for help  

exposes our vulnerabilities.  And therein lies 

the rub – we’ve been taught to be strong and 

self-reliant. 

     “Believing in Jesus involves recognizing our 

weaknesses and limitations.  We cannot achieve 

our highest hopes and most tender desires all on 

our own.  We yearn for a peace that seems to 

escape our merely human grasp.  We burn for a 

justice that remains incomplete.  We stretch  

toward a heartfelt compassion for people who 

unsettle us or put us off. 

     “These highest hopes and most tender  
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desires are actually God’s dream.  Jesus invites 

us to participate in his holy mission of bringing 

reconciliation and healing to the whole world.  

He never expects us to do this beautiful, power-

ful work on our own.” 

     Author:  Jacob W. Owensby serves as the 

bishop of the Diocese of Western Louisiana 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBAN’S 

Wednesday, November 22, 7:00pm -- 

 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Sunday, December 3, 8:00/10:30am -- First   

 Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 24, 8:00/10:30am --

 Advent 4 Services 

Sunday, December 24, 5:00pm – Christmas 

       Eve, Lessons & Carols and Eucharist  

Monday, December 25, 10:30am – 

     Christmas Day Eucharist  
   

 

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS 

     Once again we will be collecting donations 

to support families at Chase Lake with dona-

tions for Fred Meyer Gift cards.  This program 

has been led by Jim Nichols for many years, 

and we would like to continue it again this year.  

If donating by check, please note “Chase Lake” 

on the memo line of your check.  If you prefer 

to donate cash, please put in an envelope  

labelled “Chase Lake”   

     Please donate by Sunday, December 3, if 

possible; Chase Lake will be creating Christmas 

packages starting the week of December 4.  

Any donations received after December 3 will 

still be used to fulfill last-minute requests and 

other emergency situations. 

 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
   Maryellen Young 

     At the October Stew Fest where we did the 

“mad lib” about St. Alban’s, one phrase that 

resonated with me about St. Alban’s was “in the 

neighborhood.”  I was reminded about this 

phrase during Fr. Greg’s recent sermon when 

he was talking about things for which we can be 

grateful in our community.  Sometimes I hear 

the comment that our property isn’t used much.  

However, I think it is used more than we might 

realize.   

     Recently when I stopped by the office, there 

was a car in the parking lot with a fellow enjoy-

ing the sunshine.  When I went to say hello, he 

said that he works nearby and was just enjoying 

his lunch break away from the office.  I spoke 

once to the neighbor on the corner when she 

was working in her yard, and she told me how 

much she enjoys bringing her grandchildren to 

play on our playground equipment.   

     There are the people I’ve seen playing with 

their dogs on our grassy area.  I’ve seen people 

walk the labyrinth and use our gazebo.  And 

there are both the garbage trucks and the police 

cars I see taking a break in our parking lot.  

And how fun to stop by on a Sunday evening to 

witness 60 people enjoying the music recital of 

students from three local music teachers who 

had rented our facility.   

     All of these examples remind me of how we 

are in, and a part of our neighborhood, even 

when we may not know it. 

 

 
 

MINISTRY CELEBRATION— 

   Administration 

    St. Alban’s Administration is composed of 

several areas of operation.  In 2016, we were 

without a permanent rector; as of July 2017, our 
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rector Fr. Greg assumed the overall administra-

tion of our office and its employees. 

     Finances:  

     The church budget is prepared by the       

Finance Committee consisting of Carrie Cone, 

John Kistner and Maryellen Young.  They meet 

quarterly to monitor income, expenses and    

adherence to the Vestry and congregation  

approved budget. 

     Donations for pledges and special outreach 

are counted each week by John Kistner with 

support from Barbara Halterman, Susie or Jim 

Nichols and Sheilah Reidburn.  The income is 

entered into the computer system for reports. 

     Checks are prepared twice a month by our 

Parish Administrator Jeannie Wells and        

approved by Maryellen Young. 

     Check Signers are appointed by the Vestry, 

with all checks requiring two signatures.  Jim 

Nichols and Phil McClelland are primary  

signers with assistance by Karen Ford and Judy 

Kistner as needed. 

     Office Administration: 

     Volunteers who assist in the office on a   

regular basis or as-needed are Karen Ford, Judy 

Kistner, Reilly Mannery, Sheilah Reidburn and 

Susie Nichols.   

       

OCTOBER  FINANCIALS 

     St. Alban’s income for October was about 

$1,000 above budget. Year-to-date income is 

almost $5,000 above budget.  Expenses for   

October were about $1,000 below budget for 

the month.   

     Expenses will increase as we will be paying 

benefits for Fr. Greg retroactive to July, 

healthcare effective October 1
st
, and our heating 

expenses will increase with the return to cooler 

weather.  Plus we’ll have furnace repair bills to 

pay, probably from our Buildings and Grounds 

Savings. Net income minus expenses is also 

positive because we had three months of sav-

ings with Greg starting in July. 
     Income (actual year-to-date)          $130,232 

   Income Budget (year-to-date)          $125,370 

      Actual income minus budget        $     4,862 

 

   Expenses (actual year-to-date)        $102,732 

 
PRAYER FROM TAIZE SERVICE 

    Loving God, everything we have comes 
from you:  all peoples, all creation is yours.  
Help us to shape our lives according to your 
will and lead us to use all that we have at our 
disposal for your glory.  We make this prayer 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God,  
forever and ever.                         Amen 
 

 

 

 
 

 

     

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

November 19, Proper 28 

     The Gospel story of the parable of the talents 

may seem harsh in terms of the master’s treat-

ment of the distrustful slave.  But we need to 

remember that God will provide for all our 

genuine needs.  How many of us live in a  

mentality of scarcity like the timid servant, 

rather than rejoicing and using our own talents 

(money or otherwise) to show appreciation for 

our great abundance, and in thanksgiving for 

God’s eternal beneficence? 

      

November 26, Proper 29 

     This final week of this Church Year has for 

its Gospel, the Great Commission, which ends, 

”Just as you did it unto the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it for me.”  

As we prepare for Advent and a new Church 

year, how will you covenant to feed the hungry, 

give sustenance to the thirsty, welcome the 

stranger, clothe the needy, visit the prisoner, 
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and/or tend the sick?  We live in a world crying 

for all kinds of compassionate care.  How will 

you be the face and hands of Jesus?  

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

November 19, Proper 28 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

8:00 Lector:  Shannon Duggan 

 EM:  Howard Hayden 

10:30 Lector:  Susie Nichols 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

November 22 – Thanksgiving Eve 

7:00 Lector/EM:  Dan Mullene 

 

November 26, Proper 29 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a 

Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46 

8:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30 Lector:  Karen Ford 

 EM:  Claudia Walker 

 

December 3 – Advent 1 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 

8:00 Lector:  Sharon Joy 

 EM:  Jim Gilman 

10:30 Lector:  Judy Kistner 

 EM:  Susie Nichols 

 

December 10 – Advent 2 

Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8  

8:00 Lector:  Howard Hayden 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30 Lector:  Shirley Clark 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Father Greg will be in the office on 
Monday and Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 2:00pm.  Please note that the times 
may vary according to other meetings 
outside the church.  Greg’s email is 
gwpeters.stalbansedmonds@gmail.com. 

 


