AROUND THE PARISH
September 30, 2017
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

COMING EVENTS
10/2 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
10/3 7:00pn Prayer Beans, Annex
10/7 8:00-4:00 Private Meeting, PH
9:30am Altar Guild Cleaning
10/9 6:30pm Girl Scouts, SS
7:00pm Boy Scouts, PH
10/10 7:00pm Vestry, PH
10/12 7:00pm Ministry Celebration
PLANNING AHEAD
Oct 18, 6:30pm, Stew Fest, PH
Oct 22,12:30 Worship Committee Mtg.
Oct 28, 10:00am, Abe Garcia Memorial

FOOD BANK SUNDAY IS HERE!!
Please remember to bring a donation
to our Food Bank on Sunday, October
2. (That is our “designated” Sunday, but
donations are always welcome!!)

ADDRESS CHANGE
Susan Bailey has many friends at St. Alban’s
who would appreciate having her current
address:
Susan Bailey
4504 Cole Ct
Olympia, WA 98501
Phone: 425-220-4412 (cell only)
susanebailey@comcast.net

IT’S ALMOST HERE!!!
The long-awaited celebration for Fr. Greg
to be installed as St. Alban’s Rector is around
the corner!! Bishop Greg Rickel will officiate
at the New & Mutual Ministry on Thursday,
October 12, at 7:00pm. Invitations have been
mailed to parishioners and many ministers in
our area. There will be a reception in the
Parish Hall following the service.
PLEASE NOTE: Parking will be at a
premium on this evening, and we are requesting that parishioners, if possible, park on the
grass area or at Calvary Chapel across the
street. This will help provide more parking
for our many visitors. Those helping with the
service, reception, etc., are asked to park
around the back side of the church.

Stewardship is the way you see your life in
relationship to a giving God and how, in all
aspects of your life, you respond to God’s
tremendous generosity.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS.
Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis on Sunday, October l. Bring your animals that are
part of your families for a special blessing at
both services. If you are unable to bring your
pet, but wish for them to be included, consider
bringing a picture to hold. If you have a pet
you wish to be remembered who is no longer
with us, we will gladly honor that memory.

COMMUNITY POWER INSIGHTS

On September 17, the Vestry and Fr. Greg
met with Diocesan Consultant, Paula Franck,
to discern our Mutual Ministry Agreement.

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
St. Alban’s annual stewardship campaign,
which will define our 2017 program. will be
introduced with a mailing to parishioners in
early October. Our theme is “Stewardship –
A Way of Living,” and you will see the above
logo many times over the next weeks.
During the following four weeks, you will
hear homilies from Fr. Greg and a couple of
parishioners. In addition, there will be short
talks from several members of the congregation, sharing their personal thoughts on stewardship; we are calling these “Stewardship
Moments.”
In late October, pledge cards will be mailed
to homes. Also included will be a “Gratitude
Card,” where you can write a thanksgiving or
gratitude to our merciful and generous God.
This could be for a specific blessing or your
thanks for the many gifts received by you and
your family.
You are invited to return both cards on
Ingathering Sunday (also All Saints Day) on
November 5. They will be blessed and
offered to God at our altar at both 8:00 and
10:30 services. (If you are unable to attend at
that time, you can mail your cards or return
them the following week.)
Over the years, many of us have expressed
our “wish list” for St. Alban’s – full time for
our rector and parish administrator, roof
replacement, more outreach and involvement
with the community, and expansion of our
ministries. Stewardship of all of our resources
is part of our journey toward these goals.
If you have any questions regarding our
stewardship campaign, please contact one of
the team members: Judy Kistner, Maryellen
Young and Jeannie Wells.

At the close of the meeting, Paula shared
the following wisdom from “Turning to One
Another”:
There is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares about…
Ask “What’s possible?” not “What’s wrong?”
Keep asking.
Notice what you care about.
Assume that many others share your dreams.
Be brave enough to start a conversation that
matters.
Talk to people you know.
Talk to people you don’t know.
Talk to people you never talk to.
Be intrigued by the differences you hear.
Expect to be surprised.
Treasure curiosity more than certainty.
Invite in everybody who cares to work on
what’s possible
Acknowledge that everyone is an
expert about something.
Know that creative solutions come
from new connections.
Remember, you don’t fear people whose story
you know.
Real listening always brings people closer
together.
Trust that meaningful conversations can
change your world.
Rely on human goodness: Stay together.

CALENDAR our STEW FEST
Our annual Stew Fest will be on
Wednesday, October 18, at 6:30pm, in
the Parish Hall. Be sure to mark the date
on your calendar!
Several parishioners will make their
favorite stew recipes for the dinner. Also
on the menu are salad, breads, desserts,
wine, soda, coffee and tea.
Following dinner, our program for the
evening will be led by Fr. Greg. We’ll
have some fun with a “Mad Lib” type
(remember those?) activity, and then have
a discussion relating to the Mad Lib
topics.
Don’t miss this great evening of food,
fun and fellowship!

BLESSED POPE JOHN PAUL II WROTE
“In 1979, I proclaimed Saint Francis of
Assisi as the heavenly Patron of those who
promote ecology. He offers Christians an
example of genuine and deep respect for
the integrity of creation. As a friend of the
poor who was loved by God’s creatures,
Saint Francis invited all of creation –
animals, plants natural forces, even Brother
Sun and Sister Moon – to give honour and
praise to the Lord.
“The poor man of Assisi gives us striking
witness that when we are at peace with God
we are better able to devote ourselves to
building up that peace with all creation
which is inseparable from peace among all
peoples.
“It is my hope that the inspiration of Saint
Francis will help us to keep ever alive a
sense of ‘fraternity’ with all those good and
beautiful things which Almighty God has
created.”
From Blessed Pope John Paul II, Peace
with God the Creator, Peace with All of Creation, Message for World Day of Peace,
1 January 1990.

BOY SCOUTS AT WORK - AGAIN!
Boy Scout Troop 300 has once again spent
many man-hours working around St. Alban’s
property. Along with their parents, the troop
weeded the beds, trimmed some shrubs, raked
everywhere and cleaned up the ivy (and everpresent blackberries) behind the office area.
All the debris that has accumulated over the
past months was hauled away.
It was an amazing transformation, and the
whole area looks neat and well-cared-for. The
timing for the clean-up was perfect in view of
the upcoming New & Mutual Ministry
Celebration on October 12.
Many, many thanks to Troop 300 and their
parents. We truly appreciate their dedication
to St. Alban’s!

HURRICANE RELIEF
St. Alban’s has been collecting a special
offering for Hurricanes Harvey and Irma
Relief and Response throughout September.
As of September 28, donations of $1,447
have been received. These contributions are
in addition to this quarter’s outreach organization, Washington Kids in Transition or the
Food Bank.
Donations will be split between Episcopal
Relief & Development and The Salvation
Army.
FINANCE COMMITTEE
It is time to start planning our finances for
2018. The Finance Committee always
welcomes new members. If you would be
interested in helping plan for our financial
future, please contact a member of the Finance
Committee: Carrie Cone, John Kistner or
Maryellen Young.
The first meeting was held September 27,
but there is still time for you to participate.

AUGUST FINANCIALS
St. Alban’s income for August was slightly
ahead of budget, which means our income was
positive throughout the normally low summer
months. Year-to-date income is about $4,000
above budget. Expenses for August were
about on budget for the month. Expenses will
increase as we will be paying benefits for Fr.
Greg and our heating expenses will increase
with the return to cooler weather. Net income
minus expenses is positive because we had
three months of savings with Fr. Greg starting
in July.
Income (actual year-to-date)
Income Budget (year-to-date)
Actual income minus budget
Expenses (actual year-to-date)

$104,954
$100,476
$ 4,478
$ 80,489

3rd QUARTER OUTREACH RESULTS
During the 3rd quarter, you donated $720
for our selected recipient, Washington Kids
in Transition, a volunteer organization
committed to providing basic needs to
homeless children. There are over 600
children in the Edmonds School District who
are considered homeless and are part of the
McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless
Children and Youth Assistance Act.
The mission of Washington Kids in Transition is to provide a daily snack to the
children each school day. The snacks are
distributed on the bus for them to take
home and may be the only meal until the
next day. They also provide other assistance including food, emergency closets,
motel vouchers, transportation vouchers.

When fear knocks,
let faith answer the door

MINISTRY CELEBRATION –
HOSPITALITY
COFFEE HOUR – Coffee Hour is a time
for fellowship and refreshments following our
services. Beverages are provided by St.
Alban’s, and parishioners can sign up to provide snacks. A sign-up calendar is posted on
the kitchen door with information to provide
for a Coffee Hour. You are encouraged to
sign up for a Sunday.
A big THANK YOU goes to Evie Arneson
who spends many hours making sure the necessary supplies are available in the kitchen and
restrooms – not to mention all the goodies she
donates! THANKS also to Wendre Vaughn
for her assistance with the 10:30am coffee
hour. Wendre frequently drafts some of the
Sunday School children to insure treats are on
the table and with clean-up.
Coffee Hour is a wonderful fellowship
time, and we are grateful to those who provide
it for the congregation
RECEPTIONS – Receptions are held at St.
Alban’s following special services, namely
memorials. It is a time for family, friends and
parishioners to share memories and celebrate
the life of a loved one.
Prior to a reception, a meeting is set with a
family member to discuss details of their
desires for the reception. St. Alban’s provides
coffee, tea and fruit punch; however, all food
is catered or provided by the family.
Volunteers are always needed, and again
we encourage you to volunteer your support
for, not only our Reception team, but also for
those bereaved.

Prayer for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom
no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the
strength of love: So mightily spread abroad
your Spirit, that all people may be gathered
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as
children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and forever.
Amen

+

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
October 1, Pentecost 21
There’s another vineyard parable which is
also reflected in a favorite hymn, “Come
Labor On” (Hymnal #541). Stanza 2 says in
part: “Come labor on … no arm so weak but
may do service here. By feeblest agents may
our God fulfill his righteous will.” There’s
plenty of work and support needed. All of us
are called. And the hymn ends with the promise of a wonderful commendation: “… and a
glad sound comes with the setting sun, Servants, well done.” Isn’t that what we all hope
to hear?

October 8 – Pentecost 22
And then there are the unfaithful and murderous tenants in the vineyard. Jesus’ parable
says in part that the vineyard will be given to
new tenants who will produce a good harvest
and be loyal to God, the landowner. Christ,
rejected by the hierarchy, is the new cornerstone, and both the early Christians (and those
of us who call ourselves Christians today) are
called to be the new tenants and faithful servants. What are you doing in your life to be a
good and faithful servant? How do you live
and serve God and those around you?
October 15 – Pentecost 23
We pray that God’s grace “may always
precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works.” We must not
allow that grace to surround us like a protective bubble and insulate us from being ”mindful of the needs of others.” But the paradox is,
the more we break out of the bubble to care
for and about others, the more flexible and
God-enriched the bubble becomes!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
October 1, Proper 21 – Blessing of Animals
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-8
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Connie Forsberg
October 8, Proper 22
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-14
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
8:00 Lector: Denise Robertson
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Barbara Lagozzino
EM: Claudia Walker

October 15, Proper 23
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Dan Mullene
October 22, Proper 24
Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13)
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
8:00 Lector: Jim Gilman
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Cindy Goergen
EM: Reilly Mannery
October 29, Proper 25
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
8:00 Lector: John Lehrack
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Reilly Mannery
EM: Mary Fowler

Father Greg he will be in the office on
Monday and Wednesday from 10:00am
to 2:00pm. Please note that the times
may vary according to other meetings
outside the church.

