AROUND THE PARISH
as of October 31, 2016
St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming, Christ-centered community,
committed to sharing Christ’s love, empowering people to grow spiritually,
deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world.

COMING EVENTS
11/1

10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
7:15pm, Prayer Beads, Annex
11/6 8:00/10:30am, All Saints Day &
Ingathering of Pledge
11/7 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/8 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
11/14 6:30pm, Girl Scouts, Sunday School
7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH
11/15 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH
11/16 6:30pm, Soup Supper, PH
PLANNING AHEAD
+Wednesday, Nov 16, Soup Supper
+Monday, Dec 5, Celtic Christmas Concert,
7:00pm
+Saturday, Dec 10, ECW Coffee with
Susan Hanson sharing her recent
trip to France

ALL SAINTS DAY & INGATHERING
Sunday November 6, is our Ingathering
Sunday for 2017 annual pledges, as well as
All Saints Day. Your pledge cards were
mailed at the end of October. Please bring
your pledge card on November 6, or mail
it back to the church office.
If you would like to bring photos or
other mementos of loved ones to church,
they can be placed on the altar for blessing
at both services.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
IS
FOOD BANK SUNDAY
Please remember to bring non-perishable
foods for our local food banks. Note checks
for “Food Bank.”

STEWARDSHIP – ”FAITH, JOURNEY,
GENEROSITY”
Fr. Greg Peters

Each one of us is given – as a precious
gift – our own faith story, our own Sacred
Pilgrimage, our own Well of Blessings from
which to share with immense gratitude the
Waters of Salvation.
Our faith stories are simply the continuation
of Luke’s second book, the Acts of the Apostles.
Our Journeys are the ongoing search for
the Christ, until we see with the innermost eye
of our being – until we know it with our entire
soul – that God is with us always, everywhere,
in all things.
The Gratitude we feel is the source from
which all our Generosity flows. Sometimes
anonymously; sometimes for the sake of leadership not pride, with our full name affixed.
Gratitude transforms Generosity into Grace.
How we care for, nurture, dispense these
things makes all the difference; it reveals our
faithfulness. We have been given these gifts,
these stories, this life. They are gifts from our
loving and good God. In living them and
sharing them, we are becoming good and faithful stewards.

Faith, Journey, Generosity
Stewardship at St. Alban’s 2017

Journey
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
rely on your own understanding. In all your ways
submit to God, and God will direct your paths.”
(Proverbs 3:5–6)
As we live through our faith, our life becomes a
journey with God. One in which if we seek God’s
will and not our own, we are blessed.
Prayer card used with permission from Christine Sine, Mustard
Seed Associates, www.msainfo.org. They are available individually in packets of 10 or as part of a ten card assortment “Prayer Cards-General” for $10 on the website under resources/prayer cards.

STEWARDSHIP and
CALLING OUR NEXT PRIEST

us. We also were encouraged by “the vision
of the future” given by then Senior Warden
Dan Mullene for our next priest and the
encouragement from Fr. Bob Dunn, then
Priest-in-Charge, about calling a priest for as
many hours as possible. As a result of this
increase we were able to say in our profile
that we are providing for a 67% position. The
actual hours will also depend on the experience level of the priest and benefit requirements for a spouse and/or family.
Although stewardship isn’t about the
budget, our pledge results will still help us
determine the number of paid hours for our
future priest. The money from this past year
for a priest has been set aside to help with the
transition, potential moving expenses or other
costs associated with calling a priest.
Please prayerfully consider your pledge for
the upcoming year as you reflect on these
items about what stewardship is:
Stewardship is …
+ Sharing in God’s mission with a glad,
generous and grateful heart.
+ Transforming lives in our community.
+ Prayerfully responding to God’s call.
+ A deeply spiritual matter.
+ Something that blesses the giver more
than the receiver.

Maryellen Young

Everything we have is a gift from God, and
God asks us to use it all for God’s purposes.
Generosity flows naturally out of our gratitude for the gift of love, family, and life itself.
In the church, we are stewards of the good
news of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. We
are called to share that good news with new
generations.
Stewardship isn’t …
…meeting the budget
Last year we achieved an 18% increase in
pledges. This increase was achieved from our
response to what God was asking of each of

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
DATE: Monday, December 5, 2016
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
ADMISSION: Donation to Support
Chase Lake Community School’s
Safety Net Program
This concert is being sponsored by St.
Alban’s Endowment Fund for the benefit of
Chase Lake Community School’s Safety Net

Program aimed at meeting basic needs (such as
food, clothing and extra help with homework)
of Chase Lake families who live below the
poverty line.
The concert will provide an evening of
contemporary Celtic music celebrating the
season of Christmas with Windham
Hill/ArkMusic recording artists, Jeff Johnson
(keyboards & vocal), Brian Dunning (flutes &
whistles), Wendy Goodwin (violin) and special guest Eric Miller (guitar). This group’s
music has become a mainstay in the Contemporary Celtic music genre.
For more information about Jeff Johnson
and his music go to http://arkmusic.com

ST. ALBAN’S CALL COMMITTEE
UPDA
Dan Mullene, Call Committee Chair

St. Alban’s Call Committee met on October
23 to continue our work on interviewing the
candidates as provided by the Diocese of
Olympia for our rector position.
At our meeting, we developed questions for
use in upcoming internet interviews being
scheduled now with the remaining candidates,
focusing in on our requirements identified by
the Parish Profile.
When we (and God) have discerned which
candidate best matches our profile description
of whom we are calling, we will present our
recommendation to the Vestry for their review
and approval.
At this time, we do not have an estimate of
when the process will be completed. It is not
uncommon for call committees to require
several months to effectively complete this
process, based on our previous experience.
We want to move forward as expeditiously as

possible, but we also want to exercise all due
diligence to make sure that we select the candidate that we feel God is calling for us.
We will continue to keep the congregation
updated about the process through articles in
Around the Parish and through other methods
if the situation requires more frequent communication.
Again, we ask for and encourage your
prayers as we move forward. If you have any
questions, please feel free to speak with Dan
Mullene, committee chair, or any of the other
members of the committee – Pat Chandler,
Reilly Mannery, Shirley Wilson and Roger
Andersen.
STEW FEST FEED-BACK
On October 26 we had a very successful
StewFest, attended by 21 members. Stews
were provided by John Kistner, Dan Mullene,
Susie Nichols, Jeannie Wells, and Maryellen
Young. Desserts of cookies and brownies
were provided by Evie Arneson, Shirley Clark,
Judy Kistner and Maryellen Young. Festive
beverages of beer, wine, lemonade, plus coffee
and tea were available.
We were blessed with our speaker, Fr. Greg
Peters, talking about our theme of Faith, Journey and Generosity and sharing his personal
stories. He provided opportunities for small
group discussions on the following questions,
giving us opportunities to share our stories
with each other:
Faith:
 Think of a time in your faith story
when you were most firm or most
vulnerable? What did you learn? What
sustains you still?
Journey:
 We are on an earthly pilgrimage.
Where are we bound? What do/will
you need? What are you willing to
leave behind?
Generosity
 When have you been most reliant on
the generosity of others? What did this

reveal about you? How do these experiences and insights inform your generosity?
These questions are worth pondering, even
if you were not able to attend.
MISSION TO SEAFARERS
The Mission to Seafarers says “thank you”
to the seafarers on merchant vessels calling at
the Port of Seattle by giving them Ditty Bags.
This is done annually during the Christmas
season.
The bags contain practical items that convey the love, concern, and compassion of our
local churches to the seafarers working to
bring us the items we use and wear on a daily
basis. Filling the ditty bags provides our
church congregations with an opportunity to
take part in an international and ecumenical
outreach ministry.
The goal this year is to fill 2,000 ditty bags.
Items to be donated include: deodorant, 16oz
shampoo, 5.6-6.2 toothpaste, single-pack
toothbrushes, knit/fleece hats, playing cards,
disposable razors, bar soap, small new testaments or Gospels of John. Please bring your
donations to church by Sunday, November 13.
The annual Ditty Bag Day event will be at
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church in West
Seattle on Saturday, November 19, beginning
at 10:00am. Wendre Vaughan and our Boy
Scout troop will be participating.
2016 DIOCESAN CONVENTION
Dan Mullene, Delegate

Carrie Cone and I had the honor of representing
St. Alban’s at the 106th Annual Diocesan Convention on Friday and Saturday, October 21 and 22.

The theme of this year's convention was, “Your
Kingdom Come: An Eternity of God’s Reign, Two
Millennia of Christ’s Church, Five Centuries of
Reformation”
Our keynote speaker on Friday was Bishop
Richard Jaech, Southwestern Washington Synod,
and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Bishop Jaech spoke about the agreement
between the Lutheran and Episcopal Church regarding our desire to continue to work together for
our common ministry.
Especially interesting were his remarks about
the connection between Martin Luther and Thomas
Cranmer and the formation of our Book of
Common Prayer.
Also in keeping with the celebrating of our cooperation with ELCA, Bishop Kirby Unti, Northwest Washington Synod, ELCA, celebrated and
preached the sermon at our closing Eucharist.
In his address on Saturday, Bishop Greg Rickel
reviewed previous convention addresses, noting
that while there have been changes, much remains
the same. His full remarks can be found at the following link: http://ecww.org/kingdom-comebishop-rickels-2016-convention-address/
Other activities at the convention included the
election of new Diocesan board members and
clergy and lay delegates for the National Convention, set for July 5-13, 2018 in Austin, Texas.
Several resolutions were passed at the convention:
 Resolution #1, which set the 2018 diocesan
assessment to congregations at 15% (yet
another percentage below where it currently is).
 Resolution #2, which set the Cost of Living Adjustment for 2017 at 1.8%.
 Resolution #3, which added a partiallypaid Family Leave Proposal to the standard
letters of agreement and hire agreements
for eligible lay and clergy employees of
diocesan congregations and the Office of
the Bishop, effective January 1, 2017.
 Resolution #4 which updated health insurance coverage for eligible lay and clergy

employees of diocesan congregations
and the Office of the Bishop.
The full text of the resolutions are at:
https://resources.ecww.org/sites/default/files/re
sources/D3_2016_Resolutions_Report.pdf

In the report from the standing committee
regarding mutual ministry review, Rev. Jane
Maynard shared with us a new vision for the
Diocese. Here is what was shared:
“We, the people of the Episcopal Diocese of
Olympia, part of the Jesus Movement, bear witness
to the redemptive reign of God and enact God’s
inclusive love, peace and justice.
“We carry out this common vision as it is diversely expressed within our particular contexts.
“In union with our Bishop, we are:
 Congregationally centered
 Pastorally interconnected
 Sacramentally formed for service to the
world, and
 Committed to learning, growing and gathering regularly to proclaim the good news
of God as revealed in the life, ministry and
witness of Jesus Christ.
“Diocesan leadership’s sole call is to empower
the people of the Diocese to carry out this common
witness.”
Their shared goal between 2016 and 2019 is to
embrace this vision and use it to shape Diocesan
and congregational ministries.
At the convention, we held table discussions
over this new vision, and provided feedback from
our various congregations as to how we thought
this might best be accomplished.
Carrie and I would welcome any questions you
have about the Convention. If you are interested in
serving as a delegate or alternate at next year’s
convention, we will be reviewing the openings for
delegates and alternates at our annual meeting to be
held early in 2017.
If you would like to review more information
about the convention, you can visit this link:
http://ecww.org/about-the-diocese-ofolympia/diocesan-convention.

PRAYER FOR
OUR CALL COMMITTEE
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
Look graciously on your Church and so
guide with your Spirit the hearts and minds
of those who shall choose a priest for this
parish, that we may receive a faithful priest,
who will care for your people and equip us
for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
All Saints Day
A favorite hymn, often used at All Saints
Day celebrations is #287, “For all the
Saints…” Who are the saints now on the
“Godward” side of your life who encourage
you to give thanks, not only for their lives by
your examples of loving discipleship, but also
by your willingness to be ever grateful for all
they know (and you know) God has given you.
This is our particular day to remember all the
blessed saints – especially those who have
gone before us here, having served God faithfully in this parish. They were good and diligent stewards – quietly and continually supporting His work in many ways while living
lives of integrity and courage. May it be yet
another of God’s gifts for us to join them at the
banquet when our days here are done. “Let
light perpetual shine upon them.”
November 6 – Proper 27
In this time around Veteran’s Day, let us
remember all who have served (or now serve)
in our country’s Armed Forces: “O Judge of

the nations, we remember before you with
grateful hearts the men and women of our
country who in days of decision ventured much
for the liberties we now enjoy…” (BCP,
p.830). May part of our faith journeys be the
willingness to pursue peace, and to work for
the Kingdom day when the sacrifices of war
no longer need to be made.
November 13, Proper 28
Brothers and sisters, do not weary in doing
what is right. As disciples and stewards “in
training,” part of what is right for us is loving
God with all our hearts, minds and souls, and
continually striving to frequently and generously thank Him for every good gift we have
been given…and they have been many.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 6 – Pentecost 25 (All Saints)
Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38
8:00 Lector: Sharon Joy
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Susan Hanson
EM: Eric Hanson
November 13 – Pentecost 26
Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
8:00 Lector: Howard Hayden
EM: Jim Gilman
10:30 Lector: Susie Nichols
EM: Mary Fowler
November 20 – Last Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
8:00 Lector: Shannon Duggan
EM: Howard Hayden
10:30 Lector: Cindy Goergen
EM: Reilly Mannery

November 27 – 1st Sunday Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
8:00 Lector: Karen Ford
EM: Shannon Duggan
10:30 Lector: Shirley Clark
EM: Dan Mullene
Also serving as Crucifer/Acolyte
1st Sunday at 10:30: Sam Wells
Other Sundays at 10:30: Emily Goergen

WHO TO CONTACT:
The person(s) to contact about putting an
article in the ATP or the bulletin are as follows:
Judy Kistner or Susie Nichols for ATP
John Lehrack for the bulletin.
Please send your information to the office via
email stalbansedmonds@gmail.com, or contact
the above.

