
AROUND THE PARISH 
As of December 15, 2014 

St. Alban’s seeks to be a welcoming Christ-centered community committed to 

sharing Christ love – empowering people to grow spiritually, 

deepening our relationship with Christ and living out our faith in the community and the world. 

Current News & Events from St. Alban’s Parish. Edmonds, WA 

(If you do not want this Email, please notify us by Email or phone message at church.) 

 

COMING EVENTS 

12/15 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

12/16 10:00-11:30am, Bible Study, PH 

12/18 11:00am – 1:00pm ECW  

Christmas Party 

12/19 2:00pm Shirley Wilson, Annex 

12/20 8:00-3:00pm, Girl Scouts, PH, Annex, 

  Sunday School 

12/22 6:30-7:30pm, Girl Scouts, Sunday Sch 

 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

12/24 9:30am, Altar Guild, PH 

 7:30pm, Christmas Eve Service 

12/29 7:00pm, Boy Scouts, PH 

12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 
LOVE OF CHRIST WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Wednesday:  

 7:30pm to 8:30pm – Annex 

Sunday: 

 1:00pm to 4:00pm – Sanctuary, Annex 

  and Sunday School 

 
PARISH  DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 Address Change: 

 Margaret Ainsley 

 Emeritus at Mill Creek 

 14905 Bothell-Everett Highway 

 Mill Creek, WA  98012 

 

 

    If you do not wish to receive an email of 

Around the Parish, please notify the church 

by email (stalbansedmonds@gmail.com) or 

call the office (425-378-0371). 

 

Please be sure to let the office know if you 

have changed your address, phone and/or 

Email address.  

    You can call the office at 425-778-0371 or 

Email stalbansEdmonds@gmail.com 

PLANNING AHEAD 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE: 

7:30p.m. Carols 

8:00pm Eucharist 

9:15pm Wassail Party 

If you would like to contribute snack items 

for the “Party” let the office know. 

 

SERVICE December 28 

8:00am Service – Rite 1 

10:30am Service – Lessons & Carols 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

January 25
th

 one-service time to be 

announced 

All ministry and activities groups are asked 

to submit brief reports by January 14
th

. 

 

 

 
 

 

OUTREACH TO COMPASS HEALTH 

    Parishioner Liz Bee is a professional 

counselor at Compass Health.  She sees and 

hears first-hand the great need today with their 

clients for food, clothing and other everyday 

necessities.  At the December 9
th

 Vestry 

Meeting, it was decided $500 of our Outreach 

Funds will be donated to Compass Health to 

purchase Fred Meyer Gift Cards.  The next 

Outreach collection is December 21
st
.  Your 

contributions are helping many families in our 

community. 
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From Fr. Bob Dunn 

 

    “Dear Lord, how did it get to be Advent and 

Christmas already?  We are already into the 

“Getting Prepared” mindset. 

    How do you “Get Prepared” for the Birth of 

Christ? 

    Do you spend a lot of time organizing 

parties for your family and friends?  Do you 

shop for just the right presents?  Do you plan 

menus?  Is this a frantic time of year when 

you are feeling sorrowful or lonely, missing 

someone who is gone from your life?  Some, 

or all of this, may be true for many of us. 

    So I have to ask myself, and you, what 

might we do that would help us welcome 

Jesus into our lives?  How might we 

remember our loved ones in a positive way? 

   The Church has some suggestions: 

   Advent is a season that includes intentional 

times of quiet.  Perhaps you have the tradition 

of lighting an Advent Wreath in your home at 

the evening meal, reading a brief prayer or 

passage of Scripture and quietly watching the 

flame of the candle.  This is a time to slow 

your breathing and to quiet your mind.  

Whether alone or with others, this quiet 

meditation may be an enriching time. 

    Advent is a time to focus our attention on 

Jesus, the Christ.  Readings from Forward 

Day by Day or reading the Gospel of Luke 

2:1-14, or John 1:1-14 might be helpful.  Even 

if you are alone, I think it helps to hear these 

passages read aloud. 

    Perhaps you have a Creche in your home 

and you might meditate on the various figures, 

imagining what they may have been thinking 

or doing when Christ was born.  Did the 

Donkey have ideas about this?  Well, certainly 

the Shepherds did. 

    One important step we might take is to 

attend a worship service every Sunday.  I find 

that arriving early and sitting in the quiet of 

the sanctuary is a valuable discipline.  This 

holy space is filled with the presence of God.  

The quiet, still voice of God will give us the 

strength we need to calm our souls. 

    There are many things we need to do at this 

time of year, and it is right to do them.  

However, when we are calmed by the Spirit of 

God and “Steeped” in prayer, we will 

accomplish all things even better than we 

might imagine. 

    The Peace of God be with you, 

        Fr. Bob Dunn 

 

 

 

CHASE LAKE CHRISTMAS 

    Once again this year we are going to 

support Chase Lake Community School by 

providing Fred Meyer Gift Cards.  Last year 

due to the very generous support of our 

members, we were able to provide over 

$1,000 in gift cards for the school to distribute 

to families in need to help them have a more 

joyful Christmas. 

    This year the Vestry has decided to use 

undesignated Outreach Funds that have been 

collected to match donations up to $500.  This 

means every dollar you give up to $500 will 

be doubled, to help us support more families. 

As of December 7
th

  $250 of parish 

contributions has made it possible to purchase 

$500 in Fred Meyer Gift Cards.   Over 58% of 

the students are on the free and reduced lunch 

program, indicating the needs are great.  

Marjorie Garrard started our program of 

supporting Chase Lake at Christmas time 

many years ago.  Jim Nichols has continued 

the tradition.  If you have any questions, you 

can ask Jim Nichols, Reilly Mannery or 

Maryellen Young 

 



MINISTRY:  ENDOWMENT BOARD & 

PLANNED GIVING 

    The featured ministry for November was 

the Endowment Fund Board and the Planned 

Giving Committee, which are the same 

people.  The committee oversees, in a 

stewardship role, two Endowment Funds and 

the Memorial Fund.  The funds are donated to 

the church by parishioners or from their 

estates.  The Diocese invests these funds for 

us so they can grow.  The Board, in its 

stewardship capacity, makes sure that the 

Diocese has invested wisely.  (They have!)   

    For restricted gifts, the Board makes sure 

that the funds are used for their intended 

purposes.  When appropriate, the Board makes 

distributions to the Vestry to spend on projects 

to grow the church. 

    As the Planned Giving Committee, the 

members encourage parishioners to become 

members of the Legacy Society, and they plan 

events around this theme.  It is quite easy to 

become a member of the Legacy Society – 

just contribute to the Endowment through a 

cash gift, a CD or a bequest in your will.  In 

this way, you can invest in the future of our 

church and help to ensure that the Gospel will 

continue to be proclaimed in our city.  If you 

get the chance, please thank the members for 

their faithful ministry. 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 

    Donation envelopes for Christmas flowers 

are in the pews.  Contributions may be made 

as thanksgivings or in memory of family and 

friends.  Those names received by December 

21 will be included in the Christmas bulletin.  

Donations made after that date are welcome, 

but will be late for Christmas Eve’s bulletin.  

Please make checks out to St. Alban’s 

Episcopal Church and indicate “Flower 

Donation” on the check’s “For” line.  Join 

Altar Guild in decorating our Sanctuary for 

the celebration of Jesus’s birth. 

 
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR RECTORY: 

    Father Bob is staying in the Rectory, and 

we need a few more items to make it 

comfortable for him.  If you have any of the 

following items, please let Karen Ford, Jr. 

Warden, know: 

1) Floor Lamps 

2) Living Room side chairs 

3) Bread Box 

    We would like to thank Liz Bee for all the 

donations her family has made as in couches 

and kitchen items. 

 

HANDS ON 

    The next opportunity to serve at the Food 

Bank will be Saturday, January 24
th

.  Watch 

for more information and a signup sheet in 

January.   

 

WORSHIP PLANS FROM FR. BOB: 

    Advent Worship will have a different look 

this year.  Each Sunday will begin with a 

candle lighting liturgy as we progressively 

move nearer to the celebration of the birth of 

the Christ child.  The candles will be lit by 

families and other groups. 

    Christmas Eve there will be a service at 

7:30pm with Christmas music and the 

procession for the Festival Eucharist at about 

8:00pm.  The procession will pause at the 

Creche, and we will light the five candles on 

the Christmas Wreath.  Our prayers of 

thanksgiving accompany the lighting of the 

Christ Candle.  The birth of Christ, God 

incarnate as Savior of the World, forms a 

memory in our spiritual lives that has the 



ability to affect the way we live all of life.  

With Jesus, we are reborn. 

    First Sunday after Christmas December 

28
th

, a Service of Lessons and Carols at 

10:30am  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

give voice to our Christmas music and, as it 

says in the contemporary bidding prayer,  

“Dear People of God:  In this Christmas 

Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear 

once more the message of the Angels, to go to 

Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a 

manager.”  After all of the activity of Advent 

and Christmas, this service offers an island of 

peace and quiet.  10:30am Holy Eucharist, 

Rite 2, and at 8:00am our worship will be 

Holy Eucharist, Rite 1, without all of the 

lessons and carols. 

    Epiphany, January 6
th

 is the final day of 

the Christmas season, and we will celebrate 

with Epiphany prayers on Sunday, January 

4
th

 at 10:30am.  The magi will arrive, and we 

will celebrate at the crèche and offer Holy 

Eucharist with festival music at both 8:00 and 

10:30 services. 

    January 11
th

, The Baptism of Our Lord 

Jesus.  These is a wonderful time for Baptism, 

and if there are those who would like to be 

prepared for Baptism, please make that known 

to Fr. Bob Dunn so that appropriate 

preparation may be provided.  All of us will 

have the opportunity to reaffirm our Baptismal 

Covenant at both services, 8:00 and 10:30am. 

 

ECW CHRISTMAS GATHERING: 

    On December 18
th

 the women of St. 

Alban’s will be having their annual Christmas 

gathering.   This year it will be a luncheon 

starting at 11:00am to 1:00pm.  Everyone is 

asked to bring either a salad or dessert to be 

shared by all.   

    A gift exchange will be held during the 

luncheon.  Gifts are limited to no more than 

$10.00 each.   

    All women of St. Alban’s are encouraged to 

attend.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

or call Connie Forsberg 425-774-4571. 

 
 

 

DONATIONS FOR SUNDAY FLOWERS 

    The flower chart for 2015 is now posted 

beside the main doors to the sanctuary.  The 

procedure for donating flowers is much the 

same as in previous years. 

1. Pick your Sunday and sign your name.  

We can accommodate 2 people per 

Sunday. 

2. You will be mailed a form to fill out 

and return.  Please do this promptly.  It 

assures that your dedication will be 

printed in the bulletin. 

3. New this year:  You may send you 

payment when you return your form.  

This option has been added at the 

request of parishioners and will benefit 

all of us by decreasing the time and 

expense of a second mailing. 

4. Unable to pay at the time you return 

the form?  Not to worry, you will be 

billed when your flowers are delivered 

to the church - just as before. 

5. The cost remains $40 per Sunday.  If 

there are 2 names, the cost will be $20 

per person.  The amount due will be on 

the form that you are asked to fill out 

and return. 

6. If you wish to add your name to a 

Sunday that has been highlighted in 

yellow, you are welcome to do so, but 

you will also need to notify Sharon so 

that you are not missed.  The 

highlighting indicates that the names 

for that Sunday have been collected 

and that forms have been mailed. 

Any questions?   

Call Sharon Joy, 425-678-8836 

 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

 

December 21 -Advent IV 
Canticle 15 says “My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 

God my Saviour.”  If we truly believe these 

words, as Mary witnessed she did (through the 

best and the worst), how are our love of God 

and response to His commission to us 

reflected in our daily lives and interactions 

with others – not just at this “official” season 

of giving, but all year through? 

 

December 28 –  

First Sunday After Christmas 
The Collect says in part, ”…you have poured 

upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:  

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, 

may shine forth in our lives…”  What kind of 

light shines through you to reflect your love of 

God, and your desire to spread that light in the 

service of others? 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

December 21 – Advent IV 

  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:P1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

8:00 Reader:  JoAn Andenes 

 EM:  Phil McClelland 

10: 30 Reader:  Robin McClelland 

 EM:  Reilly Mannery 

 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 

Carols 7:30pm, Eucharist 8:00pm 

Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20 

 Reader:  Carol Hicks 

 EM:  Dan Mullene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 28 – 1
st
 Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 147 

Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7; John 1:1-18 

8:00 Reader:  Howard Hayden 

 EM:  Shannon Duggan 

10:30: Reader:  Keith Oles 

 EM:  Claudia Walker 

 

 

 
 

We wish you and yours a very 

Merry Christmas!!!  We look 

forward to seeing you all during 

the holidays, especially on 

December 24
th

 at the 7:30pm 

service. 

 

 

 

 

CALENDARS FOR 2015 

The Episcopal Church Liturgical Calendar is 

available in the Parish Hall for $3.00 each.  

An envelope is provided for your 

convenience. 


